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VOL.     IV.      

CHARLES    IX. 

CHARLES  IX.  afcended  the  throne  at 
the  age  of  ten    years  and  an  half,  with  no 
profpeft  of  a  happier  reign  than  that  of  his 
predeceffor.      The    fadions    that   divided 
the  court,  thought  of  nothing  but  ftrengthen- 
ing  themfelves   againft  the  oppofite   intereft  $  and  the 
queen  mother  of  reuniting  or  balancing  their  powers  j 
and  fiippofing  this  fhould  prove   impracticable,  fhe  de- 
fign'd  to  put  her  felf  at  the  head  of  the  moil  powerful 
party,  in  order  to  crufh  the  weakeft. 

Asfoon  as  the  late  king's  eyes  were  clofed,  fhe  fent 
M.  de  Lanfac  to  meet  the  conneftable,  who  was  come 
as  far  as  Etampes,  with  orders  to  defire  him  to  repair 
immediately  to  court,  for  that  /he  had  need  of  his  ad- 
vice in  the  prefent  fituation,  and  defigned  to  reftore 
him  again  to  his  office  of  conncftable.  He  arrived  at 
Orleans,  attended  with  feven  or  eight  hundred  gentle- 
men, and  was  honourably  received  by  the  king  and 
queen,  who  were  yet  both  doubtful  of  the  confequen- 
ces  of  his  arrival. 

The  king  of  Navarre  and  the  admiral  being  encouraged 

by  his  prefence,  and  the  fupply  that  he   had  brought 

VOL.  IV.  B  them, 
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A.  2).  them,  began  to  aiTume  a  more  haughty  countenance ; 
if6o.  and  Methcurs  .«e  Orwj/r,  to  Uand  more  than  ever  upon 
V/VN-'  then-guard  5  but  this,  without  being  frighted,  or  think- 
ing to  cjuit  the  party.  The  queen  mother's  whole  con- 
cern was  to  behave  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  give  no  i'ul- 
picion  of  partiality  to  one  or  the  other,  in  order  to 
leave  them  both  room  to  hope,  that  /he  would  enter 
into  their  mealures.  She  had  a  private  conference  with 
the  conneftable;  in  which,  /lie  exprefled  an  intire  con- 
fidence in. him,  for  the  iecurity  of  her  children,  her  /elf, 
and  the  kingdom  j  and  being  a  great  mtftrefs  of  flatte- 
ry, fo  wrought  upon  his  paflions,  that  /lie  perlwaded 
him  to  approve  and  maintain  the  treaty  /he  had  made 
with  the  king  of  .NVriwrn*,  concerning  the  regency j  of 
which,  after  the  ufual  formalities  in  iuch  cafes,  /he  im- 
mediately took  pofleffion. 

At  the  inftances  of  both  the  one  and  the  other,   /he 
granted  the  prince  of  Cvude  his  liberty  $  but  on  condi- 
tion  of  his  returning  to  la  Fere  in  TicarfV  under  a 
guard,  which  was  appointed  only  for  form  lake,   until 
Iuch  time  as  he  /hould   be   declared   innocent   of  the 
crimes,  that  had  been  laid  to  his  charge,  by  an  acl   of 
council,  and  another  of  the  parliament.    This  happen' d 
Tliuwwu,      *oon  attcr  tlie  conneftable's  arrival.     At  the  fame  time, 
I.  .7.    '      /lie  affured  Mefileurs  de  Gnife,  who,   in  vain  ufed  their 
Ujmoircs  de  utnioft  endeavours  to  /et  her  at  variance  with  the  king 
Bc'.car™&c.    °f  Navarrc,  that  me  would  not  defert  them,    nor  ac- 
knowledge a  feparate  intereit. 

By  this  means  /he  gain'd  the  confent  of  all  fides,  for 
the  opening  of  the  {rates,  which  had  their  firlr.  feflion  on 
the  thirteenth  of  ^Dectmber.  This  /effion  began  with  a 
fong  (peech  of  the  chancellor  de  /'  Hopital's,  full  of  learn- 
ing, but  very  little  to  the  purpofc  5  fuch,  however,  as  was 
admired  at  that  time.  He  concluded,  That  the  concerns 
of  religion  were  to  be  referred  to  a  general  council  5  and 
that,  in  order  to  the  repofe  of  the  kingdom,  effectual 
meafures  were  to  be  taken  for  reuniting  the  parties  j 
and  that  it  was  proper,  the  governors  and  magiftrates 
/hould  /everely  punifh  the  tranfgreflors  of  the  edi<5tc. 

In  the  following  /etfions,  the  fpeakers  chofen  for  each 
of  the  three  eflates,  made  their  harangues  5  having  firfl 
conrerr'd  in  private  with  thofe  of  their  own  body.  Jobn 
de  fringe,  advocate  in  the  parliament  of  &wirdeauxt 
fpcakerofthe  third  cftate,  made  only  an  inveclive 

again  ft 
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againft  the  clergy,  and  propofed  no  other  remedy  for  ^.  2) 
the  troubles  of  tne  kingdom,  Due  the  reformation  of  the  i  j6o» 
ecclefiaiticks.  ^S~V~* 

fontes  de  Silly*  baron  of  Rcchefort,  fpeakrr  for  the 
nobility,  was  for  granting  ci.urches  to  the  lords  and 
gentlemen  of  the  new  reformation. 

John  Client  in*  law  profeilor  in  the  univerfity  of 
fans,  ipcaker  for  the  ipiritual  order,  took  the  contrary 
fide  from  the  two  former,  ahd  declared  openly  agamil 
the  innovators  in  religion.  He  greatly  extolled  tne  re- 
fuel due  to  the  clergy  j  and  being  unable  to  clear  tnem 
of  corruption,  he  iniiited  upon  a  revocation  of  the  con- 
cordat, and  the  reft  itui  ion  of  the  pragrnatick  ian&ion, 
that  the  ecclefiaiticks  might  be  encouraged  to  apply 
themfelves  to  ftudy,  and  the  practice  of  virtue,  in  hopes 
of  arriving  at  preferment  in  the  church,  upon  the  re- 
eftablifhment  of  elections.  But  that  which  made  the 
greateft  impreffion  in  thisfpeech,  was,  his  requeiting  of 
the  king,  that  whofoever  had  or  fliould  hereafter  peti- 
tion his  majefty  to  grant  the  hereticks  churches,  fhould 
himtelf  be  deem'd  a  heretick,  and  pufiifh'd  as  fuch. 

Every  one  immediately  caft  his  eyes  upon  the  adrni* 
ral,  who  could  not  have  been  more  vifibly  defcribed. 
This  lord  contain'd  himfclf,  and  waited  till  the  next 
day,  before  he  demanded  latisfa&ion  for  the  affront 
that  had  been  paG'd  upon  him.  The  fpeaker  urged,  in 
his  own  defence,  that  he  had  only  enlarged  upon  the 
minutes  he  had  received  from  the  clergy  ;  and  that  it 
was  not  reafonable  to  make  a  perfonal  quarrel  of  that, 
which  was  the  a&  of  the  whole  body.  But  .to  fatisty 
Monfieur  the  admiral,  he  declared  in  his  (peech,  in  the 
laft  ieflion  of  the  eflates,  that  he  had  no  view  to  him,  in  \ 
what  he  had  faid  upon  this  occafion  j  with  which  the 
admiral  feemed  to  be  contented. 

It  was  propofed  by  fome  to  confider,  whether  it  was 
proper  for  the  queen  mother  to  be  charged  with  the 
regency  ;  but  this  propofal  was  not  ieconded.  The  re- 
gency was  confirmed  to  the  queen,  the  lieutenancy-gene- 
ral of  the  kingdom  to  the  king  of  Navarre,  the  fuperin- 
tendence  of  the  finances  to  the  cardinal  of  Lorraine  j 
and  it  was  decreed,  that  the  conneitable  fhould  be  ge- 
neraliflimo  of  the  forces.  The  days  were  appointed  for 
holding  the  council  of  ftate,  and  that  of  the  finances  5 
the  method  to  beoblcrved  upon  that  occafion  prefcribed  $ 
B  i  direction* 
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A.  2).    directions  given  for  the  king's  conducl  at  thofe  times 
if6o.     for  thedifpatch  of  orders,    and  the   authority    fettled 
*~^y~>~t  which  the  king  of  Navarre  was  to  exerciie  there  in  lub- 
ordination  to  that  of  the  queen. 

Trie  admiral,  who  had  been  the  fecret  author  of  the 
propolal  concerning  the  regency,  which  he  would  fain 
have  had  conferred  upon  the  king  of  Navarre,  (aw  plain- 
ly, by  the  reception  it  met  with,  that  his  party  was  not 
likely  to  prevail;  and  betides  that,  he  had  another 
more  convincing  proof  of  it :  For,  not  withftanding  the 
inftance.i  of  the  deputy  of  the  nobility  for  granting 
churches  to  the  Calviniii  gentlemen,  the  matter  was  on- 
ly referr'd  to  a  farther  confederation  ;  the  anfwer  being, 
That  they  would  debate  that  affair,  in  the  new  affem- 
Belleforeft.  bly  of  the  ftates,  to  be  held  at  ^c-ntoife  the  next  May. 
66.  c.  92.  The  king,  in  the  mean  time,  granted  a  general  pardon 
for  all  that  had  pafled  ;  prohibited  any  farther  progrefs 
Popeliniere.  in  the  bufinefs  of -religion,  and  ordered  the  bimops  to 
prepare  for  going  to  the  new  council,  which  pope  $>ius 
IV.  was  about  to  call  at  T'renf. 

OrAwnances  After  this,  he  made  a  great  number  of  regulations 
d'Ofkam.  in  his  council,  upon  the  prefemmcnr  of  the  eftates,  re- 
lating ro  the  clergy  and  nobility,  to  the  adminlftration 
of  jui-icc,  and"  to  commerce.  Thus  the  eftates  at 
Orleans  broke  up  5  and  with  them  ended  the  year  1560. 
Many  flattered  themfelves,  that  now,  alfo,  the  troubles 
of  the  kingdom  would  be  at  an  end  :  But  the  paffions 
of  ambition,  hatred,  and  jealoufy,  are-  not  fo  eafily 
calmed,  when  once  they  are  inflamed ;  efpecially,  if 
they  are  carable  of  being  coloured  over  with  a  pretence 
of  zeal,  and  the  intereil:  of  religion  ;-  and  if  they  pro- 
ceeded not  to  the  laft  extremity,  the  following  year,  there 
appeared  a  difpofition  to  a  moft  cruel  civil  war,  which 
fbon  after  broke  out. 

The  king  of  Navarre  was  continually  follicited  by  the 

prince  of  Conde,  the  Colignis*  and  the  queen  Jane  d'Al- 

bret  his  wife,  to  undertake   the  caufe   of  the  hugonots, 

whole  great  zral   for  his  fervice,  ?nd   for  maintaining 

n'  Avila.      the  dignity  of  the  princes  of  the  blood,  a^amft  the  at- 

La.  tempts   of  the  houfe  of   Giiifc,    he  had    experienced. 

Sometimes  he   fuffered  h'mfelf  to  be  fhaken:  But  the 

queen  mother,  artfully  diverted  the  defign,  bv  defiring 

him  to  give  himlelf  time  to  bring  matters  about,  which 

by 
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by  too  much  precipitation  would  be  ruined,  rather  than 
advanced. 

The  prince  of  Con.ie,  and  the  Coljgni'st  finding  this 
way  unluccefsful,  uled  all  their  application  to  bring 
over  the  connettable  to  their  party. 

Meflieurs de  Guife,  who, were  informed  of  it,  and 
were  Ienfible  of  what  coniequence  it  was,  that  he 
/hould  not  go  over  to  that  fide,  made  fome  advances 
thtmlelves  to  engage  him  in  their  interett. 

This  lord,  uotwithttanding  his  ambition  and  refent- 
ment  had  caufed  him  to  take  Ibme  falls  fteps  in  the 
preceding  reign,  was  very  firmly  attach'd  to  the  old 
religion,  and  thought  himfelf  obliged,  both  in  honour 
and  confcience,  nor  to  fuffer  it  to  be  abolifh'd  in  the 
kingdom;  which  confideration  on  one  hand,  and  his 
hatred  to  the  houfe  of  Gitife  on  the  other,  kept  him  in 
fu/pence  between  both  parties. 

But  at  length,  being  informed  of  the  admiral's  in- 
trigues, and  of  thofe  of  the  marefchal  de  Montimrenci 
his  fon,  who,  without  confulting  him,  had  taken  mea- 
fures  for  raifing  great  diiturbanccs  in  the  aflembly  of 
the  dates,  to  be  held  at  'Pontoife  ;  obfcrving  moreover, 
with  how  much  afiurance  the  hugonot  miniiiers 
preach'd  in  the  very  midil  of  the  court,  in  the  apart- 
ments of  the  king  of  Navarre,  whither  they  came  in 
Ihoals ;  that  flefh  was  publickiy  fold  in  Lent,  the  feaion 
they  were  then  in  $  and  that  it  was  ferved  up  among 
the  courtier?  at  almoft  every  meal ;  he  refolded  to  unite 
fincerely  with  the  duke  of  Guije,  againll  the  hu- 
gonots. 

The  duke,  on  the  other  hand,  was  too  great  a  gainer 
by  this  union,  not  to  contribute  towards  it  all  that  was 
in  his  power.     They   vow'd   an  eternal    friend/hip  to 
each  other,   and,  to  make  their  reconciliation  and  inten- 
tions kno-A-n  to  all   the  world,   they  communicated  on 
Eafter-funday  at  the  lame  Table,  and  the  lame  evening 
the  conneftable  gave  a  fupper  to  the  duk.e  of  G////t",  to 
Hfnry  prince  of  rfoinville  the  duke's  eldeft  fon,  and  to    , 
the  marefchal  de  S.  An. ire,  who  had  brought  about  their  Branv^,e'3' 
agreement,  and  joined  with  them   in  the  confederacy^  <kr,s  i'  ei^e 
which  was  called  by  the  name  of  the  Triumvirate.  From  fJ£  conn«i- 
that  time,   the  conneftabie  had  no  regard  for  the  hugo 


rots,  but   Hie  wed  his  averfion  to  them  upon  all  occa- au*  Mtmoir» 

deCafte'iuo. 
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J},<D.  The  triumvirate  was  matter  of  great  uneafinefs  to 
if 60.  the  queen  mother,  whole  dehgn  was  to  declare  for  nei- 
ther  parry,  but  to  carry  fair  with  both,  and  keep  them 
upon  a  ballance  'till  the  king  came  ot  age.  She  great- 
ly commended  the  conneftable's  zeal  for  the  catholick 
religion,  and  at  the  fame  rime  gave  the  king  of  Navarre 
hopes  of  a  favourable  edict  for  tne  hugonots. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  king  was  carried  to  Rbeimi, 
to  be  conlecrated,  which  ceremony  was  performed  by 
.  i  j6i  the  cardinal  ofZtr  v?/«e,  who  was  archbifhop  of  that 
lee,  on  the  i5th  or  May,  being  Alcenfion-day.  This 
ceremony  ferved  for  a  pretence  to  put  off  the  affembly 
of  the  eftates,  whith  was  to  have  been  held  at  Tontoife 
that  very  month. 

During  this  interval,  feveral  infurreftions  were  marie 
in  different  places,  as  well  by  the  catholicks  as  the  hiir 
gonors.  They  confidered  upon  ways  and  means  to  pre- 
vent fo  many  difturbances;  .and,  at  the  lame  time,  upon 
a  proper aniwer  to  a  petition,  which  the  hugonots  had 
prefemed  to  the  king. 

This  petirion  was  a  confequence  of  the  new  fituation  of 
the  court,  upon  occafien  of  the  triumvirate.  The  admiral, 
who  was  always  ready  to  make  his  advantage  of  the 
proper  conjunctures,  hearing  that  the  queen  had  entered 
into  a  very  clofe  union  with  the  k ing  of  Navarre,  after  the 
forming  of  this  new  party,  thought  the  prefent  a  favoura- 
ble time,  and  in  concert  with  the  prince  of  Conde,  per- 
fuadedthe  king  ofNavwc,  to  prelent  the  requeft  to  the 
deking,  who  lent  it  to  his  council  5  where  it  was  refblved, 
1.  that  a  parliament  fhould  be  called,  and  that  the  princes 
of  the  blood,  and  the  peers  of  the  realm  fhould  attend, 
to  confider,  in  the  king's  prefence,  whether  td  reject  the 
petition,  or  anfwer  it  j  and,  if  the  latter,  in  what  man- 
ner  it  fhould  be  done. 

The  parliament  being  met,  they  began  with  declar- 
ing, that  every  one  fhould  have  the  liberty  of  fpcaking 
his  mind  wirhout  danger  5  and  the  reafbn  of  this  decla- 
ration, was,  the  apprehenfion,  which  thole  members, 
who  favoured  the  hugonots,  were  under,  that  it  was 
only  a  fnare  laid  for  them,  as  had  happen'd  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  II.  The  example  of  the  counfellor  Anne  (ill 
Sourg  made'them  tremble:  But  the  declaration  of  fa/e- 
ty  removed  their  fears. 

The 
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The  opinions  were  reduced  to  three.  Firft,  that  the  ^/.  2). 
execution  of  the  edicts  fhould  be  iufpendcd,  'till  fuch  1561. 
time  as  the  general  council  had  pronounced  upon  the 
articles  of  faith,  which  were  the  caufe  of  the  difference : 
Secondly  (which  was  the  very  reverfe  of  the  former) 
that  the  magiltrates  fhould  be  obliged  to  execute  the  laws 
and  ordinances  againft  hereticks,  with  the  utmoft  rigour. 
Thirdly,  that  the  cognizance  of  religious  crimes  fhould 
be  reierved  to  the  ecclefialiical  tribunals  ;  that  all  meet- 
ings, even  without  arms,  fhould  be  prohibited  on  pain 
ot  death  j  and  that  it  fhould  not  be  lawful  to  preach, 
or  adminifter  the  lacraments,  in  any  other  manner, 
than  what  had  been  oblerved  to  that  time  in  the 
church  of  Rome.  This  lalt  opinion  was  carried  by  a 
majority  of  voices,  and  recorded. 

It  was  upon  this  plan,  that  the  famous  edict  of  July 
was  drawn  up  Ibme  days  after  at  S.  Germans  j  but 
with  feveral  modifications  added  by  the  queen  mo- 
ther. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  claufes,  which  very  much 
fbften'd  the  refolutiona  of  the  parliament  againft  the 
Catvinifb,  the  edict  put  them  into  a  conOernarion  ;  and 
the  admiral,  who  fa w,  that  the  petition  had  produced 
an  effect  quite  contrary  to  his  expectations,  being  in- 
cenfed  at  this  bad  fuccefs,  refblved  to  be  revenged  of 
the  queen,  by  bringing  the  article  of  regency  upon  the 
board  again  before  the  elates. 

This  princefs  was  apprized  of  his  defign  5  and  as  her 
chief  aim  was  the  prefervation  of  her  power  and 
authority,  fhe  omitted  nothing  that  might  contribute 
to  regain  the  admiral,  which  me  effected  by  promifing 
him  to  procure  a  propofal,  which  he  had  always  wifh'd 
for,  to  be  made  in  council,  and  to  back  it  with  all  her 
authority,  viz.  that  a  conference  fhould  be  appointed 
between  the  proteftant  minifters  and  the  catholiclc 
prelates  and  doctors.  This  propofal  was  fb  very  agree- 
able to  the  admiral,  that  he  promifed  her  all  fhe  cou'd 
defire,  in  cafe  it  fucceeded.  He  forcfaw  the  great  fer- 
vice  it  would  be  to  his  party,  and  he  could  have  taken 
no  ftep  more  acceptable  to  Calvin  and  the  doctors  of  the 
feft. 

Accordingly   the   queen  caufed    the    propofal  to   be 

offered    in   council;    and  all   the   plaufible  arguments 

proper  to  make  it  pafs,  were  urged  upon  the  occafiori. 

B  4  Several 
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^.  2).    Several  oppofed  it,  and  efpecially  the  cardinal  of  Tour- 

i  y6i .     «0tfj  who  ihewed  the  danger  of  fuch  Ibrt  of  conferences, 

WV"'**'  and  produced  feveral   other  convincing  reasons  to  dif- 

fuade  the  king  from  fuch  an  expedient.     And  without 

doubt  the  project  wou'd  have  milcarried,  if  the  cardinal 

of  Lorraine  had  ieconded  the  cardinal  of  1'ourmn  5  but 

they  were  amazed  to  fee  him  of  a  contrary  opinion,  and 

to  fupport  that  opinion  with  fuch  forcible  reafons,  that 

he  drew  over  the  greateft  part  of  the  council   to  his 

fentiments. 

This  conduct  of  the  cardinal  of 'Lorraine  made  a  great 
noife  in  the  world.  Several  were  of  opinion,  and  pub- 
lickly  averred,  that  he  had  afted  in  this  particular  up- 
on no  other  motive  than  that  of  vanity  ;  and  that  he  was 
tranfported  with  the  opportunity  ofdifplaying  his  wit, 
learning  and  eloquence,  upon  fu  extraordinary  an  occafi- 
on.  Be  that  as  it  will,  the  famous  conference  zi^Po'iffi  was 
refolved  upon  in  council  $  and  a  few  days  after,  the 
pafTes  were  prepared  and  difpatched  for  a  certain 
number  of  minilters  of  the  new  reformation,  whom  the 
hugonot  party  fhould  think  proper  to  depute  for  that 
purpofe. 

In  the  mean  time  the  eftates  met  at  tpcntcife  in  All- 
giift :  There  were  Ibme  farther  intrigues  carrying  on 
againft  the  queen  mother  upon  occafion  of  the  regency, 
and  againft  the  cardinal  of  Lorraine,  in  order  to  call 
him  to  account  for  the  adminiltration  of  the  finances  : 
but  they  were  all  to  no  purpofe;  and  the  clergy  confented 
to  pay  into  the  treafury  four  tenths  of  the  ecclefiaftical 
revenues  for  fix  years. 

Lettrede  M.     On  the  24th  of  the  fame  month,  the  prince  of  Conde 

dei'Auhef^  ancj  the  duke  ofGttife  were  reconciled  together  by  the 

quTi  Rc/t^'n§'s  or^er-    The  duke  fhew'd  a  great  deal  of  mode- 

ration  and  prudence   upon  the  occafion  5  and  all  dif- 

putes  were  induftrioufly  avoided. 

When  this  happen'd,  the  duke  of  Gtiife  was  juft  ar- 
rived from  Calais,  whither  he  came  to  fee  the  young 
queen  of  Scotland  take  fhipping,  in  order  to  return  to 
her  own  kingdom.  It  was  a  melancholy  voyage  for  this 
princefs,  who,  had  it  been  in  her  own  power,  would  have 
chofe  rather  to  refide  in  France  with  the  title  of  queen 
dowager,  than  to  fit  upon  the  throne  of  Scotland-,  but  the 
queen  mother  could  not  endure  her,  nor  could  /lie  her- 
^Jf  conveniently  forfake  her  ftat.es,  or  fail  of  lofing 
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them,  if  Ihe  continued  in  France.  She  arrived  in 
Scotland  on  the  25th  of  duguft,  where  providence  had 
prepared  for  her  a  long  tram  of  troubles  and  misfor- 
tunes. 

As  foon  as  the  hugonot  minifters  had  received  their 
pafles,  they  came  to  court,  with  Theodore  ficza  at  their 
head  3  a  man  equally  famous  for  his  parts,  and  the  cor- 
ruption of  his  manners,  which  he  feerns  to  have  prided 
himfelf  in,  by  making  it  publick  in  his  fcandalous  poems. 
The  queen  cautioned  them  to  obferve  an  exact  de- 
corum in  the  prefence  of  fo  illuftrious  an  aflembly  as 
that  was  before  which  they  were  to  appear. 

The  cardinal  of  Lorraine,  Claudius  Efpencaetts,  Claudius 
de  Xaintes,  a  regular  canon,  and  fbme  others,  doctors  of 
the  faculty  of  theology  at  cParis,  were  to  be  the  advo- 
cates for  the  catholick  party  3  not  that  they  defign'd  to 
make  a  fet  difpute  of  it  3  for  it  was  below  the  cardinal's 
dignity  and  birth  to  put  himfelf  upon  the  level  with 
perfons  of  the  rank  and  {ration  of  thefe  proreftant  niini- 
iters  :  But  his  bufinefs  there  was  only  to  clear  up  their 
difficulties,  and,  as  I  may  fay,  to  inilrucl:  them  3  which, 
doubtlefs,  was  the  reafon,  why  thefe  conferences  were 
called  by  the  name  of  Colloquium*  , 

It  was  opened  on  the  9th  of  September,  in  the  great 
refectory  of  the  abby  of  cPoiffi,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
king,  the  queen,  all  the  princes  then  at  courr,  a  great 
number  of  lords,  the  cardinals  de  lluitrbon,  de  jTof/mw, 
de  Cbatillont  de  Gnife,  d'Armagnac,  and  about  forty 
prelates. 

The  king  having  teftified  in  a  few  words,  his  great 
defire  to  fee  a  re-union  in  the  bufinefs  of  religion,  the 
chancellor  made  a  fpeech,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  con- 
firmed the  ill  opinion  they  already  had  of  him  in  re- 
lation to  his  fentiments  and  belief. 

When  he  had  ended,  the  cardinal  of  'T'wirnon  replied, 
and  having  fpoken  of  the  chancellor's  difcourfe  with 
great  moderation,  he  defired  a  copy  of  it  for  himfelf 
and  the  bifhops.  The  chancellor  excufed  himfelf, 
apprehending  that  it  might  hereafter  be  made  ufe  of 
againft  him.  It  was  no  further  infilled  upon,  and  the 
duke  ofGuife  and  M.  de  la  Ferte,  captain  of  the  guards, 
went  out,  in  order  to  give  way  to  the  proteflant  mini- 
ikrs. 

fieza 
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Jl  2).       Sez-a  harangued,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  his  fpeech 

ic6i.     iccired   the  proteiiion  of  his  faith,   agreeably  to  the 

v^-v~v_>/  apotUes  creed,  explain'd  fame  articles  of  it  according  to 

Lcttre  tebQilviu's  doctrine,  and,  at  the  end  of  it,  diicourfing  of 

v^uedeRen  l^e  ^acrament    °*  tne   euchariir,  let  fall  thele  words, 

«?!*     C   That  The  body  of  Chrift  was  as  far  remcve.4  from  the 

popeiiniere   brea<l  and  ivme,  M  heaven  is  from  earth. 

Tluianai  '       Theie  words  railed  a  great  murmur  in  the  audience, 

I.  28.  who  had  'till  then  hearkned'to  him,  the  one  with  plea- 

iiire,  and  the  other  with  patience,  bccauie  he  had  a 

•    very  graceful  delivery. 

The  cardinal  of  Toiirnon  could  hardly  forbear  in- 
terrupting him  j  and  as  ibon  as  the  minifter  had  done 
fpeaking,  he  inveighed  with  much  zeal  againft  the 
blafphemy  he  had  heard  5  defired  the  king  not  to  f'uffer 
himfelf  to  be  impofed  upon  by  thefe  new  doctors  5  pro- 
mifed  to  lay  before  him  fuch  proofs  of  the  truth  of 
that  which  the  Roman  church  believed  5  as,  if  the 
difcourfe  he  had  heard,  had  raifed  any  doubts  in  his 
mind,  /hould  perfectly  remove  them  ;  and  added,  that 
if  it  had  not  been  for  his  regard  to  his  majetty,  he 
would  have  immediately  rifen  up  and  departed  the 
aflembly,  and  that  he  fhould  have  been  followed  by 
all  the  cardinals  and  prelates,  and  every  catholick  that 
was  prefent. 

Beza  himfelf  repented  his  having  fo  openly  explain'd 
his  error  concerning  the  eucharitl:,  and  the  next  day, 
prefented  an  explication  of  his  propofition  to  the  queen, 
by  which  he  endeavoured  to  mollify  her,  couching  his 
herefy  in  ambiguous  terms. 

On  the  1 6th  of  September,  was  held  a  fecond  feffion, 
in  which  the  cardinal  of  Lorraine,  with  much  folidity 
and  eloquence,  refuted  the  principal  points  in  fieza's 
difcourfe.  He  particularly  infixed  upon  the  article  re- 
lating to  the  eucharift,  and  pointed  out  the  contradicti- 
ons in  Seza's  explication  of  the  propofition,  which  had 
fo  greatly  fcandalized  the  largeft  part  of  the  aflembly  at 
the  firft  leflion  ;  and  concluded  with  conjuring  the  king 
to  hear  the  hugonor  minifters  no  more;  and  to  require 
them  to  depart  the  kingdom  immediately,  where  their 
prefence  ferved  only  to  corrupt  the  people  daily  more 
and  more. 

Upon  this  the  prelates  rofe  up  5  Sez-a  prefifcd  the 
king  to  give  him  leave  to  reply  to  the  cardinal's  argu- 
ments, 
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jjients,  and  not  being  able  to  obtain  it,  becaufe  the 
JHlion  had  already  continued  a  long  time  ^  ne  requefted, 
that  at  leafi  he  and  his  colleagues  might  be  permitted 
to  have  fome  farther  private  conferences  with  the  catho- 
lick  doctors  :  which  was  granted  him,  to  prevent  the 
publi/hing  of  his  reply,  which  was  (ulpected. 

The  private  conferences  were  held,  and  after  much 
deputation,  a  propofal  was  made  to  appoint  deputies 
pn  both  fides,  to  draw  up  a  form  of  faith  upon  tne  ar- 
ticle of  the  eucharift,  which  was  done  in  concert,  and 
couch'd  in  fuch  language  as  dazled  the  underftandmgs 
of  many  people.  It  Was  pretended  alfb,  that  the  car- 
dinal of  Lorraine  having  read  it,  approved  of  it:  but 
when  it  was  communicated  to  the  prelates  and  doctors, 
they  had  another  opinion  of  it,  and  on  the  9th  ot" 
Oftober,  the  faculty  of  theology  declared  if  to  be  in- 
fufficient,  fubrle  and  heretical,  and  full  ot  errors  agaiult 
the  myftery  of  the  facramenr.  It  was  eafy  for  them  to 
prove  the  truth  of  their  cenfure,  and  that  the  preience 
of  Jefiis  Chrifl  by  faith  in  the  eucharift,  to  which  this 
form  amounted,  is  by  no  means,  that  real  prefence 
which  the  church  has  always  believed. 

The  aflembly  of  ^oijji approved  of  the  cenfure  of 
the  doctors,  and  reprefented  to  the  king,  by  the  mouth 
of  the  cardinal  of  T'aitrnon,  that  there  was  nothing  to 
be  expected  from  theie  conferences,  and  that  it  was 
neceflary  to  oblige  the  hugonot  doctors  to  fubfcribe 
another  form,  which  was  drawn  up  in  plain  and  exprefs 
terms,  and  without  any  equivocation  ;  and  that'if  they 
fliould  refufr,  they  ought  no  more  to  be  hearkned  to  5 
but  to  be  made  depart  the  kingdom  with  all  fpeed, 
where  they  gain'd  an  infinite  number  of  profelytes. 

This,  in  effect,  was  the  method  they  purfued,  not- 
with  (landing  the  in  fiances  of  Theodore  Sez-a  for  frefh 
conferences  ;  and  thus  ended  the  colloquy  of  'Pmffi,  of 
which  the  calvinift  doctors  fent  every  where  account*; 
to  their  own  advantage,  which  indeed  is  no  more  than 
was  to  be  expected  :  There  was  no  decree  made  touch- 
ing religion  ;  but  it  was  concluded  to  refer  thofc matters 
to  the  decifions  of  the  council  of  Treuf. 

The  bef}  effect  refulting  from  the  colloquy  of  Toifa 
was,  that  the  king  ofNtfwrre  began  in  a  great  mcafure 
to  fTiake  off  his  prejudices  in  behalf  of  the  newrefrrwa- 
t:on  being,  in  all  likelihood,  induced  to  it  by  the  iolid 

dil- 
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'A  'D.  difcourfe  of  rhe  cardinal  of  Lorraine  upon  that  occafion, 

15-61-     and  by  the  mconftancy  of  the  cal  vinift  miniiters,who,in  di- 

v^V^  verie  points,  diiagree'd  among  themfelves  :  But  as  reafons 

of  conference  ana  religion   have  not  always  the   whole 

weight  which  they  ought   to  have,  efpecially  upon  the 

minds  of  prince*,  it  was  neceflary  that  the  good  difpofi- 

tion,  in  which  the  colloquy  ofToiffi  had  left  him,  fhould 

be  feconded  by  intereft. 

The  legate  gave  him  hopes  of  the  reftitution  of  his 

kingdom  of  Navarre,  or,  at  leaft,  of  an  equivalent  in  the 

kingdom  of  Sardinia, ,  and  began  the  negociation  upon 

this  iubjecl  in  concert  with   the  Spantjh   embaflador. 

They  excjted  him  alfo,  by  the  jealoufy  which'  he  had  of 

his  brother  the  prince  ofCoiide,  who  was  as  muchefteem'd 

Lettre  de    among  the  hugonots,  as  he  wasdefpifed  by  them:  By 

TAmbaflV    thefe  realons,  and  fome  others  to  ftrengthen  them,  they 

jagne  a  Phi-  periuaded  liim  to  unite  with  the  triumvirate,  to  have  no 

ippeii.       farther  regard  to  the  hugonots,  and  to  take  fome  fteps 

that  might  render  them  irreconcileable  with  him. 
D'Aviial. «;  This  unforeleen  accident  aftonifhed  the  queen,  who, 
•  ***  !.f  "2  while  the  king  of  Navarre  continued  in  the  lame  intereft 
with  herfelf,  had  feem'd  to  defpife  the  triumvirate: 
But,  upon  his  changing  fides,  rhey  became  very  for- 
midable to  her.  She  made  a  clofer  union  than  ever 
with  the  prince  ofConde  and  the  CoUgm's^  by  the  advice 
of  the  chancellor  de  FH&fital  and  the  bi  fliop  of  Faience, 
and  to  bind  them  the  iironger  to  her,  fhe  procured  a 
revocation  of  the  edidt  of  July,  and  caufed  another  to 
be  made,  which  was  called  the  edict  of  January ,  by 
which  the  hugonots  were  permitted  to  meet  together 
in  the  fiiburbs  of  the  towns,  upon  condition  of  their 
reftoring  to  the  catholicks  the  churches,  which  they 
had  pofleffion  of  in  the  towns  themfelves. 

The  SpanijtJ  embaflador  and  the  legate,  being  ex- 
.  tremeiy  vexed  at  the  great  advantage,  which  this 
edift  gave  the  hugonots,  fbllicited  the  king  of  Navarre 
to  get  the  Ccligw's  baniflied  the  court,  who  were  the 
authors  ot  thefe  pernicious  refblutions  of  the  regent, 
and  declared,  that  his  treaty  with  the  king  of  Sfaiiz 
could  not  be  concluded  till  that  was  done. 

f  Ambaffad  ^e  ^'"8  °^ ^^a^e  was  verY  preffing  with  the  queen 
d'efagne  a  upon  this  occafion  j  but  /he  refuied  to  confent  to  it, 
rhii.  if.  at  leaft,  unlefs  the  cardinal  of  Lorraine,  the  duke  of 
r<  pdiniere  Qu\fr  an^  the  marefchal  de  S>  dvdre,  were  at  the  lame 
-' 7-  rime 
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time  removed  as  well  as  the  Coligui's.    Every  body  was   jj. 
furprized  to  lee  that  the  condition  was  accepted.     The     1^6 
duke  of  Gitife  went  tojoinville,  the  cardinal  of  Lorraine  \^V 
to  RheimSj  and  the  Coligni's  to  their  ettates$  and  the 
queen  with  the  king  left  St.  Gennans  to  go  to  the  palace 
of  Momeaux  near  Meaitx. 

Meffieurs  de  Giiife  and  de  Coligiri,  were  both  of  opini- 
on, that  this  itep  wou'd  be  no  prejudice  to  their  intereits. 
The  firft  left  the  king  of  Navarre  at  court,  where  the 
legate  and  the  Spamjb  embaffador  would  take  care  to 
keep  him  fteady  to  their  party,  and  the  Cclignfs  de- 
pended upon  the  queen,  and  her  apprehenfions  of  the 
triumvirate,  whofe  authority  had  already  ib  greatly 
diminished  hers. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  edi£t  of  January  had  already 
caufed  great  difturbances.  A  world  of  caivinifts,  who 
till  then  had  not  dared  to  own  what  they  were,  declared 
themfelves,  and  went  in  crowds  to  iermon.  The 
monks  and  nuns,  weary  of  their  condition,  apoftatiz'd 
publickly,  pretending  a  right  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the 
edicl  as  well  as  others  ;  Many  priefts  and  clerks  did  the 
fame,  and  went  and  were  married  at  their  congrega- 
tions. 

Thelicenfe  of  the  hugonots  increaled  daily  at  <Paris 
by  the  prefence  of  the  prince  oRConde,  who  had  repair'd 
thither,  when  the  Ccligni's  left  the  court.  The  king  of 
Navarre,  who  faw  what  would  be  the  confequence  of  this 
ill  example  of  the  capital,  refblved  to  go  thither,  and  to 
force  the  prince  ofConde  to  depart  ;  but,  for  greater  fe- 
curity,  he  defired  the  duke  otGtiife  and  the  conneftable 
to  repair  to  faris  bet^ore  him,  well  attended. 

The  duke  of  Guife  immediately  fet  forward  with  the 
cardinal  his  brother,  followed  by  many  of  the  nobility, 
and  two  companies  of  horfe  :  But  he  met  with  an  ac- 
cident in  the  wav,  which  was  the  fatal  fource  of  the 
civil  war,  or  rather  the  occafion  of  beginning  it  fboner  ; 
for,  without  this,  every  thing  was  ready  and  prepared 
for  it  on  both  fides. 

Being  arrived  near  Vaffi,  a  little  town  in  Champagne^ypx 
while  he  was  at  mafs,  fome  of  his  fervants  went  out  of  I.  7 
curiofitv  to  a  barn   where  fix  or  (even  hundred  hu^n 


were  3  clu  ally  at  wor^'ip  Thofe  that  I-enr  the  door,  Cd7  nau»'*' 
thought  they  were  come  to  iniulr  them.  Both  fi^fes  f<"ll  M-mmVes  de 
a  reproaching  each  other,  and  from  svords  they  pro  o.^jjjc,  }> 

ceedcd  &c. 
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A.  2X   ceeded  to  blows.     Two  German  pages  belonging  to  the 

if 61.     duke  coming  up,  di (charged  an  harquebus  and  piftol  or 

V^'V^v-'  two,  with  which  they  killed  or  wounded  Ibme  hugonots. 

The  duke   hearing   the   noife,  ran  out  ot  the  church  in 

order  to  prevent  the  tumulr,  and  was  himielf  wounded 

in  his  face   with  a  ilone,  by   which   he  was  obliged  to 

retire,  becaule  he   loll  inuch   blood.     His  men   leeir.g 

him  wounded,  could   not  contain  themlelvesj  but  tell 

upon  the  hugonots  on    all    fides,  killed  above  lixty  of 

them,  wounded  the  minilier,  and.put  the  reil  to  flight. 

The  news  of  the  maflacre  at  'Vaffi^  as  the  hugonots 
were  pleafed  to  call  it,  was  fprcad  abroad  every  where 
with  the  molt  odious  circumstances  and  exaggerations. 
The  miniilers  in  their  fermuns  made  it  the  lubjecl:  of 
their  moil  violent  inveclivcs.     The  prince  of  Con.le,  the 
admiral,  and  the  chancellor  de  rilofital  demanded  fa- 
tisfaflion  for  it  of  the  queen  ;  and  upon  this  ground, 
Memoiresdcas  an  authentick  title,  the  hugonots  always  accused  the 
Cafteliuu,!.}.  duke  dfGviJc  of  being  the  author  of  the  civil  war. 
Pop-'iiniere        ^n  *^c   other  hand,  the  c««holicks,  out  of  their  ab- 
I.  s~  horrence  to  the  edift  of  January,  applauded  the  duke. 

Merooires  de The  preachers  made  pubhck  encomiums  upon  him  in 
\S£edefousthe'r  *ermons  at  farh:  And  he  entred  that  city  with 
Ch^rk4ix.  the  acclamations  of  Godblefs  Guifey  and  with  the  marks 
AdJitiptfcaiucof  tne  greateft  efteem  and  the  moft  tender  aflFefti on. 
The  king  of  Navarre  came  to  join  him  at  'Paris,  as  they 
had  agreed,  and  the  princeofC0/V:?V  was  obliged  to  leave 
the  city;  but  firmly  refolved  to  revenge  the  affront, 
and  determined  from  that  time  to  declare  himfclf 
fpeedily  in  iiich  a  manner,  as  /houid  flartle  his  ene- 
mies. 

The  two  parties  had  the  fame  view,  to  make  them- 
felves  mafters  of  the  k  ing's  per f on.  The  duke  of  Gtrifet 
the  conneftable  and  the  king  of  Navarre,  were  at  that 
time  the  ftrongeft.  They  obliged  the  queen  to  quit 
Fwtainebleatt',  and  to  follow  them  to  'Paris*  under 
pretence  of  Securing  the  prince  from  the  infults  and 
attempts  of  the  hugonors,  to  which  he  was  expofcd  at 
thatdiftance  from  his  capital. 

It  was  not  without  the  utmoft  grief,  that  the  queen 
faw  herfelf  by  that  means  in  the  power  and  under  the 
authority  of  the  triumvirate.  She  difpatch'd  private 
couriers  to  the  prince  of  Cande*  who  carried  him  feven 
of  her  letters,  in  which  flie  exhorted  him  not  to  aban- 
don 
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don  the  king  nor  her,  at  this  unhappy  juncture.  Four  A.  2). 
of  *  thele  letters  were  afterwards  made  publick,  and  ij-6z. 
very  much  embarrais'd  her.  ^-\~»* 

In  the  mean   time  the  prince  of  CoaJe  raifed  fome  "     Popd» 
forces,  and,  by  the  help  of  the  hugonots,  who  were  in  merc*    *• 
great  numbers  at  Orleans,  furpriz'd  that  city,  and  made 
himfelf  mailer  of  it  on  the  i2th  of  April,     He   pre- 
vented the  plunder  of  the  houiesj  but  either  could  not 
or  would   not  defend  the  churches  from  the  violence  of 
the    ioldiers   and  the   hugonot  citizens.     Thefe  .were 
pillaged,  the  images  broken  down,  and  the  altars  over- 
thrown. 

A  ftroke  of  fuch  an  important  and  hoftile  nature, 
was  look'd  upon  as  a  declaration  of  war  5  the  catho- 
licks  were  within  an  inch  of  putting  the  hugonots,  at 
'J^aris,  to  the  fword :  but  the  conneftable  prevented 
it,  and  contented  himfelf  with  driving  the  hugonot  mi- 
nifters  out  of  the  town,  and  caufing  the  meeting  whjch 
they  had  at  ^opincourt^  to  be  pulled  down. 

It  muft  be  about  this  time,  that  the  triumvirate  en-  Bramome 
ter'd  into  a  confpiracy  againlt  the  queen.     They  weredaniP  cloge 
refolved  to  carry  her  off,  in  order  to  deprive  her  of  j* 
the  tuition  of  the  king  j  but  fhe  had  notice  of  it  from 
the  legate,  and  fet  out  early  the   next  morning,  with 
the  prince,  for  the  forett  of  Vincennes,  under  pretence 
of  giving  him  the  diverfion  of  deer-hunting  $  and  after 
fome  days  continuance  there,  /he  carried  him  to  Moii- 
ceanx.     She  elcaped  fome  other  fnares  alfb,  and  being 
returned  to  <Paris,  kept  her  felf  always  very  much  upon 
her  guard. 

In  the  mean  time  the  prince  of  Conde  was  join'd  by 
a  great  number  of  hugonots,    that   reforted    to    him 
from  all  the  provinces  of  France,  and  publifh'd  a  ma- 
nifefto,  *  which  he  fent  to  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  •  Dated  from 
to  the  proteftant  princes  of  Germany^  in  which  having  Orleans  on 
aggravated  the  affair    of  Vafli^    the   violation   of  the^,81 
edift  of  January,  the  feizure   of  the  king,  whom  the  Diverts  let- 
triumvirate,  as  he  faid,  kept  prifbner  with  the  queen, 'rt'*'ll'Pnnc<: 
he  prorefted,  That  he   had   recourfe  to  arms,    for  no 
other  reafbn,  but  that  he  might  not  be  opprefled,  and 
to  deliver  the  king  from  the  captivity  in  which   he  was 
detained  ;  and   laid  the   blame  of  the   war   upon  the 
duke  ofGjiife,  and  his  party. 

In 
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In  expectation  of  the  e#e6r  of  this  manifefto,  he 
fign'd  an  afiociation,  *•  with  the  lords,  gentlemen, 
and  officers,  that  were  come  to  join  him  ;  in  which 

t  Ddnd  Apr.  tney  fWOre  obedience  to  him,  till  fuch  time  as  the  king 
'    came  of  age,  and  promifed  to  ferve  him  for  the  good 
of  the  king,  queen,  and  kingdom,  at  the  expence  of 
their  lives  and  fortunes. 

Thefe  declarations  were  anfwered  by  the  triumvi- 
rate, and  particularly  by  the  duke  of  Gttife  :  all  which 
tended  to  no  other  end,  but  to  amufe  the  people,  while 
the  whole  kingdom  began  to  be  in  a  flame  by  the  re- 
volt of  the  hugonots,  who,  in  the  fpace  of  fome  weeks, 
made  themfelves  matters  of  Blois,  tfours,  Toifficrs, 
j4)!gersy  Chalws  upon  Sacne,  Macon,  Rocioelle,  ROM?, 
1)ieppe)  Havre,  Bourges,  Mwtauban,  Caflres,  Mant- 
fellt(r,  Nantes,  Sejiers,  dgen,  Lyons,  Grenoble,  Va- 
lence, and  feverai  other  cities.  The  Cevenes  and  Vi- 
varez  revolted  5  and  if  Montliic  had  not  fuccoured  the 
catholicks  of  youloufe,  that  alfb  had  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  hereticks,  as  well  as  the  others.  A  great 
number  of  lords  and  gentlemen  declared  openly  for  the 
prince  of  Conde,  and  carried  troops  to  him. 

The  revolts,  which  in  fo  many  places  followed  the 
taking  of  Orleans,  and  the  news  of  which  arrived  one 
after  another,  rouzed  the  court,  and  obliged  them  to 
take  fpeedy  mealures  for  the  remedying  fuch  great 
diforders  ;  and  as  more  efpecial  care  was  to  be  taken 
for  the  lecurity  of  cJParis,  while  they  went  in  queft  of 
the  rebels,  which  was  refblved  upon,  the  govern- 
ment of  this  capital  was  committed  to  the  marefchal 
de  BriJJac. 

Omm'nf.        The  duke  £  Awnole  was  fent  into  Normandy  with 

de  Momiuc.  fome  forces,    the  Duke   de  Montpenfier  into  tfourain ; 

1  J<  Mcntluc  into  Gnyenne  and  Gafccnv ;  and  Cnijjol  into 

Langue<tcc  ••>  thefe  being  the  Provinces  moft  in  danger. 

The  army,  which  was  defigned  to  march  againft 
the  prince  otConde,  drew  up  about  faris.  It  confifted 
of  4000  horle,  moft  of  whom  were  gentlemen,  and 
6000  foot,  all  well  difciplined  foldiers,  beiides  fome 
Swifs  regiments,  that  were  to  join  them,  and  waited 
for  their  orders,  upon  the  confines  of  'Btirgiindy. 

The  king  of  Navarre  having  left  the  Ym^ttVincennes* 
and  M.  de  Vieilkville  with"  him,  put  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  this  army,  attended  with  a  good  artillery,  and 

having 
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having  the  duke  of  Guife*  and  the  conneftable,  under 
his  command,  he  marched  to  Orleans,  and  the  king 
followed  him  to  this  expedition. 

He  found  the  prince  of  Co;i.iey  and  the  admiral,  in- 
trench'd  four  leagues  from  Orleans.  The  difficulty  of 
forcing  them  in  their  camp,  confounded  the  king  of 
Navarre.  The  queen  took  the  opportunity  of  this  con- 
juncture, to  propole  a  negotiation,  which  at  firft  was 
rendered  ufelefs,  by  the  exorbitant  demands  of  the 
prince  of  Conde,  equally  to  the  prejudice  of  the  duke  of 
Guifet  and  the  conneftable,  and  to  the  advantage  of  the 
hugonots.  But  this  ftiffnefs  abated,  and  he  gave  them 
to  underftand,  That  provided  the  duke,  and  the  con- 
neftable, would  confent?  to  remove  from  court,  he  wou'd 
refolve  to  do  the  fame  himielf,  and  lay  down  his 
arms. 

The  queen  prefTed  them  to  comply  with  the  terms, 
for  the  good  of  the  ftate  ;  and  when  they  had  con- 
ferred together,  they  reiolved  to  agree  to  them; 
throughly  periiiaded,  from  the  knowledge  which  they 
had  of  the  hugonot  fpirit,  and  character  of  the  heads 
of  that  party,  "that  they  would  either  refufe  to  con- 
clude, or  not  oblerve  the  treaty  5  in  which  cafe,  their 
conduct  would  appear  vifibly  faulty,  and  the  injuttice 
of  their  arms  would  be  known  to  all  Europe,  and  con- 
fequently,  they  themfelves  would  be  authorized  to  re- 
turn to  court,  and  refume  their  feat  in  council,  which 
they  had  fiikd  with  perfbns  intirely  at  their  devotion, 
and  fuch  as,  in  concert  with  the  king  of  Navarrey  op- 
poled  the  queen's  enterprizes  during  their  ablence. 

The  queen  having  drawn  this  promife  from  them, 
and  that  they  would  quit  the  court  and  the  army  firft, 
kept  the  affair  very  fecret,  and  fent  the  biftiop  of  Va- 
lence*  and  Robertet^  fecretary  of  ftate,  to  the  prince 
of  Gonde,  who  had  removed  the  camp  to  Baugency. 
He  was  furprized  at  this  refolution  of  the  duke  of 
Gitife,  and  the  conneftable  $  but  as  he  could  not  believe 
that  they  would  proceed  to  the  execution  of  it,  he 
made  no  difficulty  to  promife  on  his  fide,  to  lay  down 
his  arms,  and  depart  the  kingdom,  in  cafe  that  thefe 
lords  firll  quitted  the  army. 

Upon  their  report,  Robertet  was  fent  back  to  the 
prince's  camp,  to  let  him  know,  that  the  duke,  and 
the  conneftable,  were  juft  fet  out  for  Cbateaitduu*  from 

VOL.   IV.  C  whence 
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A'  2X    whence  they  would  retire  to  their  own  houfes,  or  elfe 

if6z.     to  their  governments,  as  foon  as  he  fhould  difmifs  his 

iy"Y~V>  troops,  and  fubmit  to  the  king.     At  the  lame  time  he 

propoled  an  interview  between  the  prince  of  Conde,  and 

the  queen,   to  finifti  the  affair. 

The  prince  of  Cw2.de  was  greatly  embaraffed  upon 
this  occafion.  The  principal  lords  of.  the  army,  and 
the  hugonot  minifters,  offered  him  fbme  very  con- 
vincing reafcns  againft  laying  down  his  arms  ;  to 
which  he  had  nothing  to  oppofe,  but  the  promife  that 
he  had  given  to  the  contrary  :  To  which  the  admiral 
replied,  That  in  an  affair  of  this  nature,  it  was  not 
reafbnable  he  fhould  govern  himfelf  by  vain  fcruples  ; 
that  upon  fuch.  occafions,  fuccefs  juftified  the  caufe  j 
and  it  was  his  opinion,  that  the  army  fhould  march  di- 
re£Hy  to  furprize  the  king's  forces,  which,  in  all  like- 
lihood, would  not  be  upon  their  guard. 

This  advice  was  approved  by  feveral,  but  not  by 
the  prince,  who,  notwithftanding  the  extravagancy  of 
his  ambition,  was  incapable  of  fuch  a  piece  of  treachery. 
At  length,  after  proposing  feveral  expedients,  to  extri- 
cate him  out  of  this  difficulty,  and  fave  his  honour, 
it  was  determined,  that  he  fhould  agree  to  the  queen's 
demand  of  an  interview  j  that  during  the  conference, 
the  principal  officers  that  attended  him,  fhould  counter- 
feit a  revolt  5  that  in  the  buftle,  they  fhould  befet 
him,  and  carry  him  off,  in  order  to  force  him  back  to 
the  camp  5  and  that  his  honour  being  fecured  by  this 
pretended  violence,  he  fhould  proteft  to  the  queen, 
that  it  was  no  longer  in  his  power  to  perform  his 
promife. 

He  went  to  wait  upon  the  queen  at  'Baitgemy^  where 
the  comedy  was  aftcd  in  the  manner  before  concerted  : 
The  conference  was  broke  up,  and  the  prince  carried 
back  to  his  camp,  where  he  was  received  with  the 
greateft  demonltrations  of  joy  ;  and,  to  take  the  op- 
portunity of  the  warmth  and  zeal  with  which  his  men 
were  fired  upon  that  occafion,  he  refolved  to  attack  the 
royal  army,  which  was  incamped  at  ^Taljj. 

He  enter'd  upon  his  march  on  the  twelfth  of  Ji(lyt 
in  the  evening,  and,  as  the  conneftable,  and  the  duke 
of  Gtfife,  had  left  the  army,  would  certainly  have  fiic- 
ceeded  by  the  furprize,  had  not  his  guides  niified 

him, 
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him,  and  thereby  given  the  king  of  Navarre  time  to    A.  2). 
range  his  forces  in  order  of  battle.  if 62. 

The  prince  of  Conde  finding  the  enemy  prepared,  V-*Y-^ 
did  not  think  it  advifeable  to  atrack  them,  becaule, 
excepting  6000  Gafcons,  which  the  earl  de  Grar/imont 
had  brought  him,  he  had  but  very  indifferent  troops. 
The  king  of  Navarre,  on  the  other  hand,  thought  it  his 
beft  way  to  linger  out  the  time,  in  hopes  of  feeing  the 
prince's  army  disband,  which  was  not  payed,  and 
was  very  ill  provided. 

They  fired  at  each  other,  and  after  fome  little  skir- 
mifhes,  the  prince  of  Conde  retir'd>  to  go  and  encamp 
at  Lorges,  about  a  league's  diitance. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  duke  of  Guife,  and  the  con- 
neftable,  being  informed  of  the  rupture  of  the  treaty, 
returned  to  the  army,  which  was  loon  after  reinforc'd 
with  6000  S&ifs,  and  ten  troops  of  German  cavalry, 
under  the  command  of  count  Rb'mgrave.  The  prince 
of  Cotide,  upon  this  news,  divided  his  army,  pofiing 
part  of  it  at  Orleans,  and  the  reft  in  fome  other  towns 
of  the  laire,  till  the  arrival  of  the  fuccours,  which  he 
was  .in  hopes  of  obtaining  from  the  proteftant  princes 
of  Germany,  to  whom  d'  Andelot  was  fent  upon  this 
meflage.  He  difpatch'd  feveral  lords  alfb  into  the 
provinces,  to  maintain  his  party  there  ;  and  himfelf, 
with  the  admiral,  Genlis,  and  Bouchavanes,  fhut  them- 
felves  up  in  Orleans,  in  order  to  defend  it,  if  the  king 
fhould  come  to  attack  it. 

The  divifion  of  the  prince  of  Conde^s  army  caufed 
a  great  defertion  amon^  the  foldiers,  and  the  decrees 
of  the  parliament  of  'Paris  againft  the  rebels,  for  the 
confifcatiort  of  the  lands  and  benefices  of  all  fuch  as 
refufed  to  partake  of  the  amnefty  granted  by  the  king, 
made  feveral  hugonot  gentlemen  return  to  their  ha- 
bitations. 

Theft  decrees  were  fo  much  the  more  effectual,  as  Popeliniere 
the  generals  of  the  royal  armv  began  to  acT:  with  more  '•  8- 
vigour.     They  made  as  if  they  were  going  to  befiege 
Orleans,    but  fell  fuddenly  upon  the   adjacent  towns, 
where  they  hoped  to  find  lefs  reftftance".     BkiS  was  Memoires  de 
taken  by  ftorm,  and  pillaged,  which  example  caufed  ^ftel"aIu>1<7' 
7cr/ri  to  furrender :  cpoiftiers  was  fubdued  by  the  ma- 
telchal  de  S.  Andre?  Angers  was  furprized  by  ^uy-Gall- 
C  a  lard, 
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A.  (D.  lwd->  and  at  length  they  laid  fiege  to  Boiirges,  whither 
15^62.     the  king  came  in  perfon. 

VV^  Tvoy,  brother  of  Genlis,  an  excellent  foldier,  com- 
manded a  numerous  garrifbn  there,  and  made  a  vigo- 
rous defence  j  but  ieeing  no  profpecT  of  fiiccour,  he 
furrendered  by  capitulation  about  the  end  of  Augiift. 

After  this  conqueft,  a  council  was  held,  to  deliberate 
upon  the  next  expedition.  The  conneftable,  and  the 
duke  of  Gtiife,  were  for  befieging  Orleans :  but  the 
queen  infifted  upon  that  of  Roan,  for  the  reafons 
following. 

BriquenMUt    had  alfo   been  fent  into  England  by 

the  prince  of  Conde,  and  had  concluded  a  treaty  with 

queen  Eliz-abeth,  by  which  that  princefs  engaged  her- 

lelf  to  fupport  the  hugonot  party  with  all  her  forces, 

Traire   de   upon  condition,   that  they   would  deliver  up  to  her, 

Hampton-    for  the  fecurity  of  her  troops,  Havre  de  Grace  $  and  that 

Sp?e'mbre20  fhe  fhould  not  be  obliged  to  refign  it,  'till  fuch  time 

1562.  au  re- as  the  prince  of  Conde  had  procured  for  her  the  reftitu- 

cueii  de  trai-  tjon  of  ^/^/j     The  queen,  who  was  greatly  incenfed 

wriTx.  2! '  againft  the  prince  of  Cotue  for  this  treaty,  reprefented, 

That,  if  they  fhould   undertake  the  fiege  of  Orleans^ 

the  queen  of  Euglan.i  would  have  time  to  tranfport  as 

many  forces  as  /he  pleafed  into  Normandy,  and  would 

infallibly  feizs  that  whole  province,    after  which  the 

king  would  be  no  longer  fafe  at  Waris.     This  reaibn 

determined  the  conneftable,  and  the  duke  of  Guife,  to 

agree  to  the  propofal  which  Hie  made  of  the  fiege  of 

Roan. 

The  army  marched  thither,  and  came  within  fight 
of  the  city  on  the  25th  of  September :  but  how  expe- 
ditious Ibever  they   were,  they  could  not  prevent  the 
carl  of   Montgomery^    who  commanded    the   hugonot 
forces  in  Lower  Normandy,   from   entering  the  town 
MCTnoiresde  to  defend  it.     The  Englijb  had  already  been  received 
c.i*.    U|>3'in  Havre  and  2)/V//f,  and  2000  foldicrs  of  this  nation 
had  entred  Roan,  by  whofe  arrival,  the  garrifon  was 
grown  very  numerous,  befides  a  great,  number  of  hu- 
gonot inhabitants,  whom  they  ranged  in  companies. 

The  fiege  began  with  attacking  the  fort  of  St.  Ca- 

.    t1:eriney    where  Monniens  commanded.     He   was    an 

offcer  of  great  reputation,   and   was  extremely  trou- 

blefbme  to  the  befiegers  at  firft,  by  the  frequent  and 

vigorous  Tallies   which   he  made  ;    but  his  vigilance 
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was  not  anfwerable  to  his  valour.     News  was  brought,  jjm  2>p 
that  moft   of  the  officers  and  fbldiers    were  gone  to     jyfo. 
divert  themfelves  in  the  city  for  the  middle   or  the  ^/v^-> 
day,    upon  which   the  duke  of  Gttife,  and  the  conne- D'Avila, tj, 
{table  ordered  ladders  to  be  prepared,  and  before  any 
breach  was  made,  caufed  feveral  bands  to  march  open- 
ly  at  noon-day,    and   prefent  the  fcalade.    Mt/nmens 
afted  his  part  perfectly  well,  but   not   being  able  to 
attend  every  where  at  the  fame  time,  and  having  no 
body  to   make   oppofition   in   feveral  different  places, 
where  he  was  attack'd,  the  befiegers  forced  him,  and 
made   themfelves  mailers  of  the  fort,    without  lofing 
any  one  man   of  diftinclion,    excepting  the  count  de 
~R.endaiJ,  who  was  wounded  with  the  fplinter  of  a  gre- 
nado,  and  died  feme  days  after,  of  the  mortification 
caufed  by  it. 

The  taking  of  the  fort  of  St.  Catherine  greatly  ad- 
vanc'd  the  fiege,  becaufe  the  mountain  upon  which 
the  fort  was  fituated,  commanded  the  town,  and  faced 
part  of  the  ftreets,  where  they  killed  a  world  of  people; 
but  Montgomery  however  did  not  lofe  his  courage,  and 
having  received  a  new  fiipply  of  Englijh,  by  the 
river,  he  was  rcfolved  to  defend  himfelf  to  the  lait 
extremity. 

The  trench  was  carried  on  to  the  fofs  of  port 
St.  Hilary,  the  counterfcarp  gain'd,  and  a  great  breach 
made  in  the  wall  3  and  they  were  preparing  to  give 
the  aflaulr,  when  an  unfortunate  accident  oblig'd  them 
to  forbear.  The  king  of  Navarre  was  wounded  with 
the  fhot  of  an  harquebufs,  which  broke  his  fhoulder- 
bone  all  to  pieces.  The  wound  was  judged  mortal  by 
the  chirurgions,  and  he  died  of  it,  after  the  taking  of 
the  town,  in  the  45th  year  of  his  age.  He  was  a 
prince,  whole  courage,  which  he  inherited  in  com- 
mon with  all  the  princes  of  the  Bourbon  family,  was 
anfwerable  to  the  rank  his  birth  had  raifed  him  to  : 
but  it  was  happy  for  France,  and  for  religion,  that  his 
valour  was  not  fupported  with  lufficient  refblution  and 
ambition,  when  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  hugonot 
party. 

Montgomery  vigoroufly  fuftain'd  an  a  (fault  upon  the  MemoiirsJe 
rampart  near'port  St.  Hilary,  but  was  forced,  upon  aCaftelnM«  '• 
fecond   attempt,  and  the  town  pillaged.    Seeing  every  9lC*l3> 
thing  loft,  he  went  aboard  a  galley,  which    he  kept 

03  ready       . 
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A.  2).'   ready  in  the  wharf,  and  gained  Havre,  with  feveral 

if6z.     other  officer's. 

W-y^sJ      The  king  and  queen  entered  Roan  by  the  breach, 
together  with  the  parliament,  that  had  fled  to  Louvien 
after  the  revolt  of  the  hugonots.     The    city   having 
been  fufficiently  punifhed    by  pillage,    the  king  con- 
tented himfelf  with  making  three  or  four  examples  of 
fbme  magiftratcs   and  citizens,    and  of   the  minifter 
Brantome  di-  j\^rloraft   who  was  fent  to  the  gallows.    The  duke 
Colonels.  "  of  Gttife  procured  a  pardon  for  feveral  officers  of  the 
army,  and   particularly  for  Mcnniens^   who  had   been 
wounded  with  an  harquebufs  in  his  thigh. 

During  the  time  that  Roan  was  taking,  and  after 

jt,  the  commanders  of  the  King's  forces  had  recovered 

almoft  all  the   towns  of  Normandy  that:  were  in  the 

pofTeffion  of   the   hugonots   and  Eaglifa    and  Havre 

was  the  only  considerable  poll  they  had  left  in  Nor- 

Mtwdy.     The  royal  party  was  not  in  a   condition  to 

<  '.•"''n3u*L^e^orce  tnem»  but  they  fent  fbme   troops  thither,    under 

c.  13.    '     the    command    of    count  Rhivgrave,    and    the  fieur 

Caftklnau  MauviJJleret  to  block  them  up. 

The  fuccels  of  the  king's  arms  would  have  de- 
molifh'd  the  prince  of  Conde's  party,  if  he  had  not 
receiv'd  a  fiiccour  from  Germany1)  which  help'd  him 
to  Hand  upon  his  legs.  2)'jra&/0?,  as  I  obferved 
before,  was  fent  upon  this  meflage  to  the  courts  of  ie- 
veral  prpteftant  princes  5  and  James  S£ifamey  formerly 
bifliop  of  Nevers,  was  another  of  the  prince  of  Conde^s 
agents,  with  the  emperor  Ferdinand^  at  the  diet  of 
f'rankforr^  whither  that  prince  was  come  to  get  his 
fbn  Maximilian  recogmVd  king  of  the  Rowans.  Spi- 
fame,  after  his  apoftacy,  called  himfelf  Monfieur  .de 
'^Paffy^  from  the  name  of  an  eftare  belonging  to  his 
family  5  as  the  cardinal  de  Ckatillon,  when  he  had 
openly  declared  himfelf  a  hugonor,  took  the  title  of 
Count  de  aeauvais,  from  the  name  of  the  city  that  he 
had  been  bifhop  of. 

^Bernardm  Rcchetel^  bifhop  ofRennes,  wasalfb  con- 
fiantly  refident  at  the  emperor's  court,  to  prevent  his 
countenancing  the  attempts  that  were  on  foot,  to  raife 
forces  in  Germany  for  the  hugonots,  and  to  prevail 
with  him  not  to  oppofe  thofe  which  were  carrying  on 
in  favour  of  the  catholicks.  Spifame  ftrenuoufly  op- 
pofed  his  negotiation,  reprefenting  to  the  emperor, 

that 
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that  the   triumvirate  kept  the  king  and  queen  as  pri-    A.  2>. 
loners  5    in  proof  of  which,  he  publifhed  the  queen's     1562. 
letters   to  thie    prince  of  Conde-,    written  at   the  time  v/V*^ 
when  the  duke   of  Guife,   and    the  conneitable,  came 
to  feize  the  king  at  Fmtainbleau.     The  publication  of 
rhefe  letters,  which  the  queen  had  charged  the  prince 
of  Conde  to  make  a  great  fecret  of,  rendered  her  irre- 
concileable  to  him.     She  wrote  in  vindication  of  her- 
felf  to  the  duchels  of  Lorrainy    and   drew  up  pod-  iettre  de  la 
icripts  to  the  letters  in  conrroverfy,  in  order  to  give  R^  *  '* 
them  a  favourable  interpretation  j  and  with  thefe  poft-  j.UCj?e'uc^ 
icnpts   they   were  difperfed  abroad  in  the  world.  cembre. 

The  emperor,  who  thought  to  make  his  advantage 
of  the  troubles  of  France,  heard  the  envoys  of  both, 
parties  without  declaring  for  either  of  them  5  and  by 
this  conduct  left  both  the  one  and  the  other  at  liberty 
to  levy  forces  in  Germany. 

IfAndelQt   had    railed   3000  Reiilers,    and    4000 
Lanfquenets,  who  were  commanded  by  the  marefchal  of 
Hejfe.  The  duke  de  Nevers,  and  the  marefchal  de  St.  An- 
dre,   were  upon  the  march  to  intercept  this  recruit  $ 
but  ^D'An.ielot  conducted  them  with  f'uch  skill  and  ex- 
pedition, that  he   arrived  at  Orleans  on   the  fixth  of 
November.     Two  thoufand   foldiers,    levied  by  ibme  Pope'.mi«e; 
hugonot  gentlemen,  had  join'd  him  upon  the  road,   Ib1-  6- 
that  the  army,  at  their  arrival,   appeared  to  be  9000 
ftrong. 

The  Baron  de  'Duras^  who  was  bringing  a  body  ofcomment.de 
6000  men  to  the  prince  of  Conde>  from  Guyenne,  was  Momluc.1. 4. 
not  ib  fuccefsful  in  his  march,  being  attack'd  at  Very 
inWerigort,  by  Montluc  and  &Wie,  the  king's  lieute- 
nants in  Gttyemti,  and  entirely  defeated  ;  two  thou- 
fand men  were  killed  upon  the  fpot,  and  the  reft  di- 
fperfed, or  knock'd  at  the  head  by  the  peafants.  By  this 
victory  the  duke  of  Monffenjier,  whom  the  court  had 
fent  to  command  in  Guyenne,  and  who  upon  his  arri- 
val met  with  fuch  agreeable  news,  became  matter  of 
that  principality. 

The  prince  of  Conde  having  receiv'd-the  recruit  that  Mermirei  de 
3?Andeht  brought  him,  left  this  lord  at  Orleans,  and  Caftelnau,i.4. 
fet  out   with   his  army   for  'Paris.      He  feiz'd  fomec>3* 
fmall  towns  upon  the  road,  and  was  repulfcd  at  Cor- 
beil  by  colonel  Cojfiins,  who  gave  the  marefchal  de-St. 
Andre  time  to  come  up  with  a  fuccour.    The  prince 
C  4  arrived 
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arrived  within   fight  of  1'aris   on   the   2^th   of  A'o- 
vember. 

He  attack'd  the  Suburbs  of  St.  Vittvr,  and  pre- 
vailed at  firft  :  but  the  duke  of  Guife  coming  up,  re- 
pulfed  him.  After  this,  he  made  ibme  other  uielefs 
attempts,  in-  which  his  army  received  much  injury 
.  from  the  city  cannon.  At  length,  having  made  as  if 
he  defign'd  to  block  it  up,  he  confented  to  a  confe- 
rence of  the  queen's  propofing. 

They    met   feveral  times,    but    could   come"  to   no 

agreement,    and  the  prince  of  Conde  being  unable  to 

fubfift   his  army  any  longer  about  tparis,  was  obliged 

to  withdraw  to    la,  Seaujje  :    but  before  decamping, 

he  had  the  misfortune  to  ice  himfelf  deferted  by  Genlis, 

.    one   of  his  beft  officers,  who,  with  feveral  gentlemen, 

came  and  furrendred  to  the  king.     The  outrage  of 

the    hugonots  upon   his  brother  Tvoy,  whom  they   ac- 

D'Avfla  i     cuf£cl  °f  having  made  too  hafty  a  capitulation  for  the 

Turrendry  of  Sowges^  and  the  di  flat  isfa&ion  which  the 

prince  ofCcnde  fhew'd  upon  that  occafion,  were  the  rea- 

lons  that  determined  M.  deGenlh  to  abandon  the  party. 

This  prince  had  alfo  fome  time  before  loft  the  mare- 
fchal  de  Montmorenci)  who  had  always  been  in  his  in- 
terefts  :  but  as  foon  as  the  mareichal  perceiv'd  that  the 
hugonot  faction  were  refolvcd  upon  war,  he  quitted 
him,  and  returned  to  court. 

aa£jde     The  P"nce  of  Con-'ie  decamped  from  before  <Parh 

4.  c.  4.  '     on  the  ioth  of  'December.    As  fbon  as  it  was  known 

that  he  was  upon  his  march,  the  conneflable,  and  the 

duke  of  Guife,  followed  him  at  the  head  of  the  catho- 

lick  army. 

The  prince's  defign  was  to  go  to  J3ormctndy\  in  or- 
der to  join  fome  Evglijh  troops,  and  receive  the  money 
which  queen  Elizabeth  had  fent  him.  The  two  ar- 
mies approached  very  near  each  other  upon  the  fix- 
tcenth  day  of  the  month  ;  and  upon  the  eighteenth,  in 
the  evening,  the  conneftable  pafled  the  river  Eu?e  hard 
by  them,  without  the  prince  of  Coii.ic,  or  the  admiral, 
knowing  any  thing  of  the  matter. 

The  next  day,  being  the  nineteenth,  the  prince  of 
Qm4et  entring  upon  his  march,  in  nurfuance  of  his  de- 
fign'd journey,  was  advert!  fed  by  his  fcouts,  that  the 
ca^holick  army  was  ranged  in  battle  array,  and  waited 
for  him  upon  the  great  road,  by  which  he  was  to  pafs; 

and 
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*nd  as  there  was  no  way  to  avoid   the  battle,  he  pre-    ^.  2). 
pared  himlelf  for  it.  ^62. 

The  royal  army  confifted  of  about  thirteen  or  fourteen  \^\^.J 
thouland  foot,  and  two  thouland  horfe.  That  of  the 
prince,  which  was  much  inferior  to  it,  for  the  infantry, 
being  not  above  feven  or  eight  thoufand  ftrong,  exceed- 
ed it  in  cavalry,  whether  we  regard  the  number,  which 
amounted  to  four  thouiand  horfe,  or  the  goodnefs  of 
the  troops,  of  which  it  was  compofed. 

The  conneftable  had  only  the  marefchal  de  St.  Jndre 
for  lieutenant  general  5  for  the  duke  of  Guife^  who 
had  no  title  to  command  in  an  army  where  the  con- 
neliable,  and  a  marefchal  ofFravce,  were  prefent,  had 
declared,  That  he  would  fight  only  as  captain  of  his 
company  of  gendarmes  :  But  he  was  obliged  to  ac- 
cept the  command  of  the  rear,  at  the  connertable's  in- 
treaty. 

This  general  advanced  with  the  corps  de  bataille, 
between  the  villages  of  Epintty  and  2Hamvil!et  with 
which  his  flanks  were  covered,  and  made  a  front  of 
about  fourteen  or  fifteen  hundred  foot.  The  marefchal 
de  S.  Andre  form'd  the  right  wing  on  the  other  fide 
the  village  of  Ep'may.  The  duke  of  Gtiife  had  the 
left  wing,  which  was  much  weaker  than  the  two  other 
bodies,  and  placed  himfelf  on  the  other  fide  of  'Blnin- 
•ville.  It  appears  from  the  accounts  of  this  battle, 
that  rhefe  two  wings  were  at  a  great  diftance  from 
the  corps  de  bataille,  which,  doubtlcfs,  was  owing  to 
the  fituation  of  the  country.  This  was  the  difpofition 
of  the  catholick  army,  when  the  prince,  and  the  ad- 
miral, at  the  head  of  their  troops,  divided  into  two 
bodies,  met  them  contrary  to  their  expectation. 

The  two  armies   continued  in  fight  of  each  other Difcourfes  pa: 
for  near  two  hours,  without  the  leaft  skirmifh,  or  any'^jj""^^ 
detachment  of  perdue?,  contrary  to  the  cuftomof  thofesieur  de  la 
times,  and  at  laft  joined  battle,    without  any  prelude  N°"cr 
or  introduction. 

The  conneftable  prepared  himfelf,  and  gave  fuch 
feafonable  orders  for  a  difcharge  of  the  artillery,  that 
the  firit  fquadrons  of  the  Reiflers  were  broken,  and 
fled  to  a  valley  for  flicker. 

The  prnce  of  Conde,  either  to  remedy  this  difbrder, 
or  to  entice  the  conneftable  farther  out  into  the  field, 
drew  back  a  little  to  the  left,  as  if  he  had  been 

marching 
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marching  to  the  village  of  Tt'eo/iy  and  by  this  tnove- 
ment  found  himfelf  upon  a  lipe  with  the  marefchal  de 
S.  Andre  ,  though  at  a  great  diftance  from  him,  and  the 
admiral  oppoftte  to  the  conneftable,  who  ordered  the 
Swift  to  advance  with  fome  fquadrons  to  purfue  the 
prince,  and  prevent  his  ef  taping,  which  was  an  unfor- 
tunate ftep  to  the  conneftable,  and,  in  the  conclufion,  to 
the  prince  himlelf. 

For  this  prince,  feeing  the  S\vifs  in  open  field,  far 
from  the  village  that  fheltered  them,  turned  upon  them, 
ordered  Movy  and  £  Avc.ret  to  fall  upon  the  flank 
with  a  party  of  horfe,  and  followed  himfelf,  with  al- 
moft  all  his  cavalry,  without  confidering  what  might 
happen  to  the  infantry,  that  he  had  left  behind. 

The  firft  was  a  very  bloody  onfet.  The  S-ivifs  re- 
ceived the  cavalry  with  all  poffible  refblution  :  But 
were  routed  after  a  vigorous  refinance. 

Monfieur  2){imviUe>  who  commanded  the  light 
horfe  of  the  conneftable  his  father,  came  up  with  fome 
fquadrons,  to  put  a  flop  to  this  firft  fury  ;  but  was  bro- 
ken by  the  Reifters,  and  loft  his  brother  Gabriel  de 
MontJncrenci,  baron  of  Montbron^  the  conneftable's 
fourth  fon,  in  the  attack. 

While  the  prince  was  charging  the  Swifs,  upon  the 
right  of  the  conneftable's  army,  the  admiral,  with  the 
prince  of  cPorden^  attack'd  him  upon  the  left,  routed 
feven  or  eight  companies  of  gendarmes,  and  entirely  de- 
feated the  French  infantry.  In  this  engagement,  the 
conneftable  had  his  horfe  killed  under  him  j  and  being 
lettre  de  la  remounted  by  the  baron  d'  Oraifon,  lieutenant  of  the 
-  gendarmes,  who  gave  him  his  horfe,  he  was  wounded 
i°  tne  ^ace  ^Y  a  piftol-fhot,  and  atlaft  taken  prifoner  by 
de  De-  the  Sieur 


cembre.  rpj^e  jcfeat  of  tne  corps  ^e  bataille  was  abfolute,  ex- 

cepting that  the  Swifs  conftantly  rallied,  and  retreated 
fword  in  hand  to  the  right  wing  of  the  marefchal  de  S. 
jZndre,  to  the  admiration  of  both  armies. 

While  matters  were  going  thus  in  the  corps  de  ba- 
taille, the  marefchal  de  S.  Andre  moved  forward  in  or- 
der, and  without  precipitation  5  defigning  to  make 
good  ufe  of  the  miftake  which  the  prince  of  Cvnde  had 
committed,  in  charging  with  almoft  all  his  cavalry,  and 
leaving  but  very  few  horfe  with  the  infantry. 

The- 
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The  duke  of  Guife*  who,  upon  the  fame  motives  ^  <j 
march'd  ilowly,  was  the  firft  in  a  condition  to  attack  j-fo 
the  infantry,  at  the  head  of  fome  companies  of  gen- 
darmes,  and  light  horfe.  Being  come  within  the  reach 
of  an  harquebufs,  he  ordered  four  pieces  of  artillery  to 
be  discharged  upon  fbme  few  fquadrons,  that  were  left 
with  the  infantry  5  and  immediately  after,  fell  upon 
them  and  diflipated  them.  At  the  fame  time,  the 
marefchal  de  <£  midre  having  made  a  fudden  turn  to 
the  left,  pofted  hi.mfelf  between  the  prince  ofCbzz.&'s 
cavalry,  engaged  in  the  purfuit  of  the  fugitives  of  the 
corps  de  bataille,  and  his  infantry,  which  the  duke  of 
Gnife  cut  in  pieces.  He  fell,  at  the  lame  time,  upon  a 
company  of  Reisers,  and  upona  batallionofLanlquenets, 
which  had  hitherto  kept  their  ground,  and  defeated 
them,  without  fuffering  his  own  men  to  disband  and 
purfue  them. 

The  prince  of  Condey  who  had  thought  himfelf  fure 
of  the  victory,  by  the  total  defeat  of  the  conneltable, 
was  greatly  liirprized  to  underhand,  that  the  roarefchal 
was  come  to  charge  him  in  form  of  battle.  And 
fcarce  was  he  able  to  draw  up  two  hundred  horfe,  about 
his  perfon,  fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  think  of  making  a 
retreat  $  but  had  not  gone  above  three  hundred  paces, 
when  his  horfe  being  wounded  in  his  leg  by  an 
harquebufs,  flopp'd  fliort;  and  in  the  very  inttant  that 
another  was  brought  to  him,  ^Daminlle  arrived  with 
a  body  of  gendarmes,  furrounded  him,  and  came  up 
to  him  with  his  fword  drawn,  calling  upon  him  to  fur- 
render. 

The  prince  being  abandon'd  by  his  men,  and  hindred 
from  making  his  defence,  by  a  wound  he  had  received 
in  his  hand,  delivered  up  his  fword  to  him,  and  made 
himfelf  his  prifoner.  Nothing  could  have  been  more 
fortunate,  or  more  glorious  for  that  lord,  than  this  prize  ; 
which  made  him  amends  for  the  lofs  of  the  conneftable 
his  father,  and  fecured  him  an  exchange  for  his  li- 
berty. 

The  marefchal  purfued  his  courfe,  and  was  foon 
join'd  by  the  duke  of  Gnife.  They  marched  together 
to  difperfe  fome  remains  of  the  cavalry,  that  ft  ill  ap- 
peared behind  acopice-wood  ;  but  they  did  not  fucceed 
fo  eafily  as  they  expected.  It  was  the  admiral,  who  had  popeiiru 
pllied  twelve  or  thirteen  hundred  horfe,  partly  French  I-  ». 

'  and 


28  The  Hijlory  of  F  R  A  N  C  E. 

jl  <2)  and  partly  German.  He  had  placed  himfelf  at  their 
156*.  head,  with  the  prince  of  'Porcien  and  the  earl  a,e  la, 
Rochefiucaur,  and  was  pofted  at  the  village  of  Slam- 
vil/e,  where  the  firil  battle  was  fought. 

The  duke  of  Guife  feeing  them  in  fuch  good  order, 
ftopp'd  at  the  mill  of  Maumontd-,  and  fent  for  ibme 
batallions  of  French  veterans,  commanded  by  the 
young  count  de  Brffac,  and  Ibme  Spanip  batallions 
under  the  command  of  the  vifcount  de  Martigue^  to 
advance  with  all  fpeed. 

The  admiral  could  not  come  at  him,  without  being 
expoled  to  the  fire  of  this  infantry :  But  notwithftand- 
ing  that,  he  march'd  up,  and  charged  the  duke  of 
Guife,  ibme  of  whofe  Iquadrons  gave  ground,  and 
obliged  him  to  return  to  the  batallions,  to  rally  them 
under  the  fhelter  of  their  fire-foot. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  new  attack,  the  marefchal 
de  S.  Andres  horfe  being  killed  under  him,  a  gentleman 
named  'Baiibigm,  his  mortal  enemy,  and  the  forfeiture 
°k  eftate  he  is  faid  to  have  obtain'd  from  the 
^lot  him  through  the  head  with  a  piftol. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  admiral  being  overwhelmed 
with  the  fire  of  the  infantry,  was  obliged  to  abandon 
his  defign,  and  retreated  fword  in  hand  ;  The  night 
coming  on,  hindrcd  the  duke  of  Guife  from  purluing 
him.  He  repair'd  to  Nenville,  two  leagues  from  the 
field  of  battle,  carrying  with  him  part  of  the  baggage 
and  artillery  by  the  benefit  of  the  dark. 

Such  was  the  iflue  of  the  battle  of  2);mv,  which 
lafted  above  five  hours,  and  was  ib  called  from  this 
town,  becaufe  it  lay  neareft  the  place  where  it  was 
fought. 

The  catholick  army  cannot  be  denied  the  honour  of 
the  victory,  fince  they  remained  mafters  of  the  field  of 
p    liniere    battle,  of  a  part  of  the  hugonots  baggage  and  artillery, 
1, 9t        '  and  took  1400  prifoners  of  the  fingle  nation  of  Ger/na- 
•   #y,  who  were  moft  of  them  Lanfquenets. 
.    As  for  the  flain,the  duke  of  Guife  declared,  in  the  pre- 
fenceof  the  Sieur/&  Caftelutnt,  as  he  relates  the  matter 
in  his  Memoir^  that  they  amounted  to  eight  or  nine 
thoufand  on  one  fide,  or  the  other.  The  queen,  in  a  let- 
•  Dated  De-  ter  *  to  her  embaflador  at  the  emperor's  court,  makes 
(j^er  25>  them  fix  or  feven  thoufand.  The  lofs  was  very  near  equal 
on  both  fides, only  there  was  this  difference,*that  the  hu-  . 

gonot 
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gonot  infantry  and  the  catholick  cavalry  fiiffered  moft.   ^   <j 
A  great  number  of  the  nobility  perifhed  on  both  fides.       icfa 

Notwithstanding  the  marefchal  de  S.  Andre  had  a 
great  /hare  in  the  victory,  yet,  as  he  was  dead,  all  the 
glory  of  it  was  alcribed  to  the  duke  of  Guife,  who  in- 
deed behaved  himlelf  upon  this  occafion  as  a  great  offi- 
cer, laying  hold  upon  the  favourable  moment  which 
the  prince  of  Cotzae's  uncautious  conduit  afforded  him, 
to  repair  the  defeat  of  the  corps  de  bataille. 

But  nothing  gam'd  him  greater  honour,  than  the  no- 
ble and  generous  treatment  he  gave  the  prince  of  Conde^ 
who  was  the  greateft  enemy  he  had  in  the  world.  He 
paid  him  all  the  honours  due  to  his  birth,  pitied  his 
misfortune,  and  defired  his  friend/hip.  They  Tupped 
together  j  and  as  the  confufion  they  were  in  after  the 
battle,  was  iuch,  that  the  duke  had  but  one  bed  in  his 
apartment,  they  lay  both  together  that  night. 

The  news  of  the  victory  was  carried  to  court  by  the 
Sieur  de  Lojfe,  and  was  fo  much  the  more  agreeable,  be- 
caufe  thole  which  had  fled  after  the  defeat  of  the  conne- 
ftable,  had  brought  an  account,  that  every  thing  was  loft. 

The  court  removed  to  Ramboinllet,  whither  the  duke 
of  Guife  was  fent  for,  and  gave  the  king  and  queen  ai.4.  c, 
particular  account  of  the  battle,  and  commended  the 
conneftable,  the  marefchal  de  S.  Andre  ^  and  the  other 
lords  that  had  had  a  lhare  in  the  vi&ory.  Nor  did  he 
fpeak  in  leis  courteous  terms  of  the  prince  of  Conde* 
and  the  admiral  j  mentioning  himfelf  only  as  an  officer, 
who  not  having  the  general  command,  had  alfo  no 
other  part  in  the  victory,  than  many  others  that  had 
done  their  duty.  , 

The  king  and  queen  fupplied  the  duke's  modefty,  by 
the  praifes  they  heaped  upon  him,  and  obliged  him, 
even  againft  his  will,  to  accept  the  command  of  the 
army  in  the  abfence  of  the  conneftable. 

He  gave  orders  to  purfue  the  admiral  with  all  fpeec?, 
who  having  drawn  together  the  broken  remains  of  his 
army,  and  continued  fome  time  in  order  of  battle,  at 
fome  diftance  from  Neuville,  appearing,  as  if  he  de- 
figned  to  attempt  a  fecond  engagement,  turned  his  courfe 
totDatJgeatt,  where  all  the  officers  acknowledged  hirn 
general  of  the  hugonot  army.  From  thence  he  let  out  | 
for  Orleans,  whither  he  ordered  the  conneftable  to  be 
carried,  and  put  into  the  hands  of  the  princefs  of  Guide , 

to 
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j4.  fD-   r°  whom  a  prifoner  of  this    confequence  was  a  »great 
15-62.     confolation,  during  the  captivity  of  her  husband  :  But, 
v^~V~»^  before  we  fpeak  of  the  duke  of  Gtiife's  tranfa£tions  after- 
wards, 1  fhall  touch  upon  the  particulars  that  happen'd 
in  feveral  provinces  of  France,   during   the   courfe  of 
this  year,  and  of  the  defigns  form'd  by  foreign  princes, 
to  advance  their  own  interefts,    by   the  troubles  into 
which  the  kingdom  was  plunged. 

Befides  Normandy,  where  I  have  already  related 
what  pafled  before  and  after  the  liege  of  Roan,  'Bur- 
gundy, Latvguedoc,  Xaintonge,  'Poitott,  Guyenne,  'Dan- 
phiny,  and  'Provence,  were  the  places  moft  aggrieved 
by  both  parties. 

Caftelnau,         The  cities  of  Chalons  and  Macon  were  retaken  from 
1*4.  c.  2.      the  hugonets,   by  monfieur  tie  ^avannes,    afterwards 
marefchal  of  France.    The  hugonot  faction  was  very 
much    funk  on   that  fide :    It  was  better    fupported 
in  'Provence,  in  the  Lyoimois,  and  in  the  adjacent  coun- 
tries, by  the  conduct  of  Mouvans,  and  Montbrun*  and 
ftili  more,  by  the  vivacity  of  the  baron  des  Adrets% 
BrantSme     who  made  himfelf  very  formidable.     He  was,    it  is 
de  Montk?6  ^a'^'  the  MoMlw  of  the  hugonots,  and  the  queen  once 
affirm'd,  that  if  he  had  done  as  much  for  the  king,  as 
he  had  done  againit  him,  fhe  would  have  procured  him 
the  marefchal's  rtaff  of  France. 

That  in  which  thefe  two  officers  were  moft  alike, 
was  the  hatred  which  one  of  them  bore  to  the  ca- 
tholick.%  and  the  other  to  the  hugonots,  but,  with 
this^  difference,  that  though  neither  of  them  would  give 
quarter,  Montlnc's  fe verity  was  not  attended  with 
liich  brutal  and  treacherous  actions,  as  was  that  of  the 
baron  des  Adrets  3  actions  not  fit  to  be  uled  even  among 
the  moft  exalperated  enemies. 

Popeliniere       This  baron  furpriz'd  Valence  and  Lyons,   retook  fe- 
I.  9.  veral  towns,  which  the  count  de  Sura  had  brought  un- 

Ahrt  vie  du  jer  tjjc  kin^s  obedience:  but  the  prince  of  Conde  de- 

i>3ron  dcs          n.  «*--         «.  */^   i  i        t  •  it- 

Adrecs.  tefting  the  cruelties  exerciled  by  him,  reproved  htnr 
for  them,  and  fent  M.  de  Soubife  to  command  in  his 
ftead  in  the  Zjvwwo/s  $  for  all  this  was  rranfacled  be- 
fore  the  battle  of  1)renx.  This  affront  provoked  him 
to  the  laft  extremity,  and  put  him  upon  the  thoughts  of 
changing  fides  :  but  his  defign  being  difcovered,  he  was 
feized  by  Motsvans,  and  it  would,  in  all  likelihood, 

ha\rc 
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have  coft  him  his  life,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  peace,   ^    2?. 
that  was  made  lorne  time  after.  i f6i. * 

'Poitoii,  Laugitedcc  and  Xainto/igc,  were  alfo  the  feat  v-XV^^!, 
of  war  ;  but  with  different  liiccefs  :  Nor  was  it  the 
French  alone,  who  had  contributed  to  the  ruin  of  their 
country  5  the  allies  of  France,  and  'thole  of  her  neigh- 
bours, that  affefted  to  appear  the  moft  zealous  for  her 
preiervation,  had  no  other  defign  but  to  aggrandize 
themfelves  by  her  misfortunes. 

The  duke  of  Savoy  was  very  intent  upon  the  recovery 
of  'fzirin,  'Pigneroly  and  fome  other  towns  retained  by 
France,  purfuant  to  the  treaty  of  Cateau-Cambrefis?  'till 
fuch  time  as  the  king's  pretenfions  to  fbme  dates  of 
Savoy,  in  right  of  Louijfa  of  Savoy,  mother  of  Francis  I. 
were  cleared  up.     Thrs  wife  prince,    who  knew  well 
they  were  afraid   of  him  at  that  conjuncture,    made 
prefling  inftances  to  terminate  the  affair,  and  carried  Guichenon 
his  point.     Turin  and  the  other  towns  were  delivered  up  Jjj^  de  Sa" 
to  him,  excepting  'Pignerol,  Savillan  and  'Peroufe. 

The  emperor,  after  the  example  of  the  duke  of  Savoy,  Le  Laboreur, 
made  a  like  demand  fome  time  after  for  the  reftitution  additions  aux 
of  Metz,  Tout  and  Verdun.  The  queen  diverted  tne  c 
blow,  by  propofing  a  marriage  between  the  king  and 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Maximilian,  king  of  the  Ro- 
mans, and  grand-daughter  to  the  emperor,  which  was 
actually  compleated  Ibme  years  after. 

There  was  no  lefs  reafbn  to  be  afraid  of  the  king  of 
Spain  :  But  it  was  upon  a  very  different  account.  He 
made  no  pretenfions  to  the  domains  of  Frame  $  on  the 
contrary,  he  furnifhed  the  king  with  fbme  forces,  which 
were  prefent  at  the  battle  of  1)reux,  and  performed 
their  duty  well  3  but  Ckantonay,  his  embaffador,  pri- 
vately incouraged  the  divifion,  and  ufed  all  his  appli- 
cation to  foment  the  civil  war. 

All  thefe  reafons  infpired  the  queen  with  a  great  de- 
fire  for  peace  5  but  fhe  was  not  miftrefs.  The  duke  of 
Gtrife,  after  the  battle  of  1)reux,  had  gain'd  fuch  [an 
authority,  that  every  thing  was  carried  in  council  by  his 
advice.  He  was  for  taking  advantage  of  the  vidlory  to 
ruine  the  rebels  ;  and  notwithftanding  the  rigor  of  the 
feafon,  he  infifted  upon  befieging  Orle ans,  the  taking  of 
which  appeared  to  him  the  ciecifive  blow,  which  would 
carry  along  with  it  the  entire  deltruftion  of  calvinifm; 
and  accordingly  the  fiege  was  concluded  upon. 

The 
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The  preparations  which  he  made  for  fo  great  an  en- 
terprize,  difcovered  his  defign  to  the  admiral,  who  had 
taken  up  his  quarters  in  la  fteauffe  and  Sokgne.  He  put 
a  large  garifbn  into  the  town  j  and  £ Andelot  his  brother, 
with  Saint  Cyry  who  was  governor  of  it,  d'dvaret, 
tDtfras,  and  SiottcbavaneS,  undertook  the  defence  of  it. 
^f.D.ij^j  ^s  *°on  as  ^e  ^uke  °^  Gu'fe  ^d  difpoied  every 
thing  for  the  fiege  of  this  town,  he  went  to  join  his 
army,  confiding  almoft  all  of  infantry  ;  becaufe  the 
country  could  afford  but  little  forage.  He  "re-took 
Etampes  in  the  way,  and  fbme  other  fmall  towns,  pafled 
the  river  at  Batjg&tcit  came  in  fight  of  Orleans  on  the 
5th  of  February^  and  incamped  between  Olivet  and 
i>.  Aubin-)  in  Sologne. 

A  few  days  after  he  attacked  the  intrenchments, 
which  the  befieged  had  made  in  the  iiiburbs  of  forfe- 
reatf,  which  is  on  the  other  fide  the  bridge  of  Orleans, 
made  himfelf  matter  of  them,  and  killed  or  took  molt 
of  the  hugonot  foldiers. 

He  had  laid  his  fcheme  fo  well,  that  notwithftanding 
the  valour  of  the  commanders,  and  the  refolution  of 
the  citizens  and  garrifbn,  he  depended  upon  having  the 
town  within  lefs  than  fifteen  days  :  But  this  fine  prolpeft, 
which  prefaged  a  fpeedy  end  of  the  civil  war,  was  pre- 
vented  by  an  unlucky  accident :  I  mean,  the  aflaffination 
of  the  duke  of  Gitife,  whom  a  tray  tor,  named  Tcltrot, 
a  young  gentleman  of  Angoumoh^  wounded  mor- 
tally with  a  piftol  /hot,  when  he  returned  from  his 
quarters  on  the  i8th  of  February  in  the  evening.  The 
Cafalnau  wounc*  did  not  appear  to  be  mortal  at  firft,  but  the 
1.  4.  c.  10.  '  bullets  were  poifbn'd,  and  the  duke  died  feven  days 
after. 

This  death  was  an  irreparable  lofs  to  religion  and  the 
ftate.  He  was  one  of  the  «reateft  men  that  had  long 
appeared  in  France,  and  with  many  virtues  had  very 
few  faults.  The  aflafiin  was  lei  zed,  and  Ibme  time  after 
quarter'd  at  'Paris.  Upon  His  examination,  he  vehe- 
mently accufed  the  Admiral,  Theodore  Beza,  Feuquieres 
and  "Brion  ;  and  all  the  Admiral  could  do,  was  not  fuffi- 
cient  to  remove  the  fulpicions,  which  the  publick  had 
of  fb  black  an  action,  an.d  which  tended  very  much  to 
darken  his  reputation. 

As  foon  as  the  king  and  queen,  who  were  at  'Blohj 

heard  of  the  duke's  misfortune,  they  came  to  the  camp, 

\  and 
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and    this  princefs   fhew'd  him    much  fincerer  marks    yf.  2) 
of  her    grief,  than   fhe   had  done  fome   time   before,     15-6;. 
when  /he   was   much   more  apprehenfive  of  his  great  v.yv^ 
power,  than  afraid  of  the  hugonots.  'She  declared  her 
thoughts   to  him  upon  the   iituation  of  affairs,    and 
adviled  him  to  endeavour  a  peace,  in  order  to  remove 
the  foreigners  out  of  the  kingdom. 

Both  lides  were  well  di/poie4  to  embrace  it.  The 
fiege  of  Orleans  was  far  advanced,  and  the  marefchal 
de  'Briftac  had  orders  to  fini/h  it,  in  cafe  the  peace  was 
not  concluded.  The  princefs  of  Conde,  who  had  had 
the  greateit  hand  in  perluading  her  husband  to  the 
civil  war,  was  at  Orleans,  and  afraid  of  being  taken 
there,  and  of  ieeing  the  conneftable  her  prifoner  wrefted 
out  of  her  hands  -7  in  which  cafe  /he  had  all  the  reafon 
in  the  world  to  be  afraid,  both  of  her  own  life  and  that 
of  her  husband's.  The  prince  of  Conde  alib  was  in- 
clined to  peace  for  the  fame  realbns.  The  queen  was 
in  hopes  of  governing  with  full  authority  upon  a  peace, 
being  delivered  from  the  triumvirate  by  the  death  of 
the  king  of  Jsavane,  the  duke  of  Gtiife,  and  the  ma- 
relchal  de'S.  Andre.  Thus  all  fides  concurring  in  the 
fame  view,  a  conference  was  held,  and  a  peace  at  laft 
concluded. 

The  chief  articles  were,  That  the  hugonots  /hould 
be  allowed  a  meeting  in  every  bayliwick  without  the 
towns,  and  one  or  two  within  thofe  towns,  of  which 
they  were  actually  mailers :  But  that  they  /hould  not 
make  ufe  of  the  churches  either  for  their  devotions  or 
affemblies. 

That  all  hugonot  gentlemen  having  high  jurifdicli-Edit  du  Roy 

on,or  a  tenure  by  knights  fervice,  mould  be  at  liberty  to^  (*>Am- 
.r    ,    .       •'...».      i    •    i      ,        •  ,  re  i    boife  le  J9- 

exercile  their  religion  in  their  hou/es  with  their  vaflals.  Marsis6j.Sc 

That  the  pretended  reformed  religion  mould,  in  no  enregiftre  au 
refpea,  be  prafti/ed  in  the  city  of  'Paris,  or  in  *f 
provoftfhip.     Thus  far  was  ftipulated  upon  the  article 
of  religion. 

The  remainiog  articles  were,  That  all  the  foreign 
foldiers  fhould  fpeedily  depart  France  5  and  that  the 
towns  taken  by  the  hugonots  mould  be  reftored  to  the 
king  ;  and  that  the  king  fhould  grant  a  general  pardon. 

That  the  heads  of  the  hugonot  party  /hould  not, 
upon  pain  of  death,  make  any  future  treaty  with 
foreigners,  nor  levy  money  of  the  king's  fubiecls. 

VOL.  IV.  D  The 
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A>  *!)•  The  edi£l  which  the  king  publifhed  upon  this 
if 63.  fubjecl:,  was,  after  great  oppoiition,  regiftred  at  Paris, 
VXYV)  and  in  the  other  parliaments. 

The  admiral  uied  all  his  endeavours  to  crofs  the 
negotiation,  the  fucceis  of  which  tended  to  degrade 
him  from  the  high  rank  he  held  among  his  party, 
which  he  had  very  much  itrengthned  in  Nonnaniy, 
whither  he  had  repaired,  and  made  himielf  mafter 
of  Caen-)  the  mod  considerable  town,  next  to  R.oc.i2>  in 
the  whole  province  :  But  the  prince  of  Conde  having 
frankly  declared,  that  he  would  abandon  the  hugo- 
nots,  if  they  refilled  the  accommodation  j  and  having 
laid  before  the  admiral,  the  opportunities  which  his 
quality  of  prince  of  the  blood  gave  him,  of  protecting 
the  hugonots,  when  he  fhould  be  restored  to  a  feat 
in  the  king's  council,  which  was  promifed  him  in  the 
place  of  the  late  king  of  'Navarre  his  brother,  that 
lord  was  under  anecefiity  of  fubmitting. 

As  fbon  as  the  treaty  was  figned,  the  conneftable 
and  the  prince  of  Conde  were  fet  at  liberty,  and  this 
prince  himfelf,  upon  the  admiral's  arrival,  prelented 
him  to  the  queen.  Orleans  was  rettored  into  the 
king's  hands  5  and  it  appeared  that  the  prince  of  Conde 
a£ted  bottffide  for  the  reltitution  of  the  other  revolted 
towns,  which  were  furrendre'd  by  their  commanders 
upon  the  orders  which  he  fent  them.  He  alfo  di£ 
miffed  the  Germans. 

The  queen  took  the  advantage  of  this  happy  di£ 
pofition,  in  which  ihe  found  the  prince  of  Conde,  and 
having  greatly  commended  him  for  the  readinefs  and 
zeal  he  had  fhewn  for  the  tranquillity  of  the  flate  ;  fhe 
made  a  propofal  to  him  of  befieging  Havre,  and 
driving  the  EqgJiJboHtof  it.  He  contented  :  But  firft 
they  defired  the  queen  of  England  to  withdraw  her 
troops,  fince  flic  had  herfelf  declared  .by  a  pubiick 
inftrument,  when  the  war  began,  that  fhe  had  placed 
a  garrifon  there  for  no  other  reafon,  but  to  preferve 
it  for  the  king. 

She  had  never  any  intention  to  furrender  it,  and  up- 
on the  demanding  it,  fhe  anfwer'd,  That  the  treaty  of 
Cloateati-CamlYeftt  was  not  performed, inafmuch  asCr./ais 
had  not  been  reilored  to  her  after  the  time  appointed, 
nor  the  equivalent,  promifed  in  caie  of  non-reftitution  ; 

and 
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and  that  therefore,  /he  /hould  k'eep  Havre,  'till  fuch   ^.   2). 
time  as  this   article  of  the  treaty  ihould  be  executed,     if 62. 
She  began  the  firft   hoiUlities,  by  detaining  'Paul de 
/•«#  embaflador  of  France  in  England^  by  leizing  all 
the  French  /hips  in  her  ports,  and  by  giving  orders  to 
her  privateers  to  take  all  the  merchant- /hips,  as  well 
thole  belonging  to  the  catholicks  as  the  calvinifts. 

As  they  fore  fa  w  this  conduct  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
they  had  made  preparations  for  the  fiege  of  Havre, 
white  they  waited  for  her  anfwer.  The  catholick  and 
hugonot  troops  fbon  drew  up  with  /b  much  concert, 
that  they  ieemed  to  have  laid  afide  their  mutual 
averfion  for  each  other,  to  think  only  of  the  common 
good  of  the  country. 

The  rrnrefchals  of  'Brijfac  and  of  Montmorenci^  and 
the  conneltable,  who  were  to  command  the  army,  re- 
paired thither,  and  were  join'd  a  few  days  after  by 
the  prince  of  Conde.  The  queen  thought  proper  that 
the  king  himfelf  /hould  be  prefent  at  this  expedition, 
as  well  as  his  brother  Henry  duke  of  Anjoit, 

The  fiege  began  on  the  loth  of  July.  The  earl  of 
Warwick  commanded  a  garrifbn  there  of  6000  Men  $ 
for  he  had  abandoned  all  the  other  towns  to  pre/erve 
this.  But  the  difeafes  in  the  garrifbn  made  great 
havock  among  the  men,  and  the  conneftable  having 
immediately  feized  Vitenval,  from  whence  the  frefh 
water  came  into  the  town,  where  the  Englijh  had  not 
taken  care  to  fill  the  citterns,  they  were  greatly 
frreightned. 

The  conneftable,  notwithftanding  his  natural  floth,v 
briskly  purfued  the  attack,  and  in  the  fpace  of  eight 
days,  forced  the  earl  of  Warwick  to  capitulate.  Two 
or  three  days  after  the  place  was  furrendred,  came  a 
fleet  of  60  fail  to  fuccour  them.  The  reft  of  the  6000 
men  that  compofed  the  garrifon,  near  half  of  which 
were  dettroy'd,  returning  into  England*  carried  the 
plague  with  them,  which  in  the  fingle  city  of  London, 
in  the  fpace  of  one  year,  carried  off  about  21513 
perfons. 

The  king,  at  his  return  from  the  fiege  oF  Havre 
being  entred  into  his    1 4th  year,  the  queen  had  him  Caft«Inau,l.j. 
declared  a  major  in  the  parliament  of  Roan*  with  thec>  4>- 
ufual  ceremonies  ;  which  was  very  much  refented  by 
that  of  'Paris,  in  which  the'e  folemn  a&s,  relating  to 
D  2  the 
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Jl.  T>.   the  perfon  of  the  kings  had  beenulually  tranfacted  5  but 

if 63.     the  queen  looked  upon   this   as  a  very  urgent  affair, 

t»/Sf\J  and  had  no  regard  to  the  remonttrances  of  the  deputies 

of  the  parliament  of  Taris  upon  that  occafion.     Be- 

iides,  me  was  well  enough  pleaied  with  an  opportunity 

of  mortifying  them  ;  becaufe  that  after  the  troubles, 

they  had  fometimes  taken  more  authority  upon  them 

than  was  proper. 

However  a  method  was  confider'd  of  for  making 
peace  with  England,  that  the  king  being  now  become 
a  major,  might  be  able,  without  difficulty,  to  re- 
eftablifh  tranquillity  in  his  kingdom :  But  to  come 
at  it  the  eafier,  they  affected  a  clifregard  to  it,  and 
acted  upon  certain  occafk»ns  in  fuch  a  manner  as  might 
let  Elizabeth  fee  they  were  not  nfrafd  of  her. 

The  defign  fucceeded.     ^fbrogmorton  and   Smith % 
whom  Elizabeth  had  fent  embaCTadors  to  France  during 
the  liege  of  Havre  without  a  pafs,  had  been  ftopp'd  by 
way  of  reprifals  for  this  princefs's  putting  M.  de  Foixt 
embaffador  of 'France,  under  an  arreft.  She  had  ordered 
Smith  to  let  them  know,  that  ilie  was  not  averie  to 
the  peace.     Upon   this  overture,   which  he  made  to 
Memoiic*  de^.  de  Caftelnatt  Mauvijjiere,  they  entred   into  a  nego- 
Ca  JMU,  J>tiation.     The  conferences  were  held  at  Iroye.     The 
difficulties,    which  arofe   upon   the  article  of  Calais t 
and  feverai  other  affairs,  which  fell  out  unexpectedly 
at  court,  delayed  the  matter  'till  the  nth  of  April  in 
Tnim  ur    r^e  Allowing  year,  in  which  the  peace  was  at  laft  con- 
Leonard  T. a, eluded,    without    any  mention   of  the  reftitution   of 
Calais.    It  was  only  (aid  in  general,  that  the  rights  and 
pretenfions,  which  the  king  of  France  and  the  queen 
of  England  might  have  reflectively,  fhould  remain 
intire  as  they  were. 

Caflelnau  was  fent  to  Elizabeth  to  fettle  fome  diffi- 
culties, which  he  effected,  and  the  peace  was  pro- 
claimed in  England  as  it  had  been  in  France.  This 
lord,  upon  his  return,  defircd  the  king,  in  the  name 
of  the  queen  of  England,  to  accept  of  the  order  of 
the  garter,  which  he  received  with  pleafure,  and  fbme 
time  after  had  the  collar  fent  him  by  the  hands  of 
my  lord  Hunfdm, 

The  queen  was  pleafed  to  fee  matters  take  fo  good 
a  turn  ;  but  fhe  was  not  wholly  free  from  all  caufes 
of  difquiet  5  a  thgufand  incidents  which  it  was  im- 
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pofllble  for  her  to  fore-fee,  might  renew  the  averfion 
of  the  two  parties,  and  awaken  the  ambition  of  the 
heads,  whole  turbulent  difpofitions  fhe  was  well  ac- 
quainted with.  The  firit  difficulty  fhe  met  with, 
proceeded  from  the  catholicks. 

Some  time  -after  the  court  returned  from  the  fiege 
of  Havre  to  Taris,  Anne  of  Efte,  fitter  to  jHphwiJus 
duke  of  Ferrara,  the  duke  of  Guife's  widow,  and 
her  three  fons,  the  eldeft  of  which,  Henry,  had  already 
been  initiated  in  the  art  of  war  at  the  fiegc  of  Orleans, 
came  to  the  Louvre,  attended  with  a  great  number  of 
friends  and  domefticks,  all  in  mourning,  and  being 
introduced,  threw  themfelves  at  the  king's  feet,  de- 
manded juftice  upon  the  authors  of  the  late  duke's 
murder,  and  urged  the  moft  pathetick  motives  to 
obtain  it.  They  were  fcconded  by  the  cries  of  the 
<Parifans,  who  flock'd  together  in  crowds  to  this 
Ipectacle,  and  join'd  in  requiring  fatisfaftion  for  the 
death  of  that  zealous  protector  of  religion 

The  king  in  the  iurprize,  an4  amidft  the  tumult,  D'AviIa,|(J. 
which  was  little  lefs  than  a  fedition,  anfwered  in  ge- 
neral, That  it  was  his  fixed  intention  not  to  fuffer  fo. 
heinous   a   crime   to  go  unpunifhed,  and   that  juftice 
fhould  be  done  them  in  proper  time  and  place. 

This  anfwer,  general  as  it  was,  could  not  fail'  of 
alarming  the  admiral  and  his  friends,  and  the  more, 
becaufe  the  duchefs  of  Guife  and  her  children  had,  in 
their  requeil  to  the  king,  plainly  pointed  him  out. 

Accordingly  the   admiral  thought  it  was  to  no  pur- 
pofe  to  difiemble,  that  he  plainly  perceived  it  was 
him  they  aimed  at  ;  and  as  the  duchefs  prefled  to 
have   the  judges  named,  he   declared,    that  he   was 
ready  to  undergo   his  tryal.     The    difficulty  lay    in 
choofing  a  bench,    that  might  be  agreeable  to  both' 
parties.    £ach  fide  began  with  challenging  the  jury,dc  '' 
which  gave  the  king  an  opportunity  of  fu (pending  anliers 
affair,  which  could  not  be  decided  without  dangerous  pgue 
confluences.    He  declared,  he  would  take  cognizance  Rennes^atc* 
of  it    himfelf,  and  examine  it  at  his  leifure,  for  that  du  19  NOV. 
he  had  matters   of  greater  moment  upon  his  hands  Is6J- 
at  prefent,  and   fuch  as   concerned    the  welfare  and 
tranquillity  of  the  ftate. 

It  appears  by  a  letter  *  of  the  queen  mother  to  the  •  Dated  jdn; 
bifhop  of  Rennes,  refident  at  the  emperor's  court,  that  is.  1564.  ' 
D  3  one 
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.  2>.  °ne  °f  Aofe,  who  had  the  greateft  mare  in  kindling 
y62.  this  new  combuftion,  was  Chant  onai  the  Sfanijh  em- 
baflador  at  the  court  of  France.  He  maintained  a 
dole  correfpondence  with  the  houfe  of  Guife,  who, 
efpecially  after  the  death  of  the  late  duke,  turned  all 
their  views  and  contrivances,  to  procure  an  intereft 
with  the  king  of  Spain  and  the  holy  lee.  The  cardi- 
nal of  Lorraine,  who  was  at  the  head  of  this  family, 
and  depended  very  much  upon  the  young  duke  for 
the  fupport  of  it,  was  particularly  follicitous  to  con- 
tinue in  favour  with  thefe  two  powers.  He  was  then 
at  the  cocncil  of  STfWflf,  which  broke  up  in  %)ecemfaf 
this  fame  year  1563.  Several  matters,  which  pre- 
ceded the  renewing  of  this  council,  and  others  that 
pafifed  at  that  time,  or  followed  it,  relating  to  France, 
ought  not  to  be  omitted  in  this  hiilory  :  1  mall  there- 
fore refume  that  fubje<5t,  and  lay  the  particulars  before 
you  in  a  few  words. 

As  foon  as  pope  <Pius  IV.  was  feated  in  the  chair  of 
faint  'Peter,  one  of  his  firft  concerns  was  to  convene 
again  the  council  of  Trent,  which  had  been  fb  long 
fufpended  by  the  wars  that  broke  out  between  France 
and  Spain.  He  furmounted  ieveral  unexpected  diffi- 
culties, as  well  with  regard  to  the  emperor  as  the  kings 
of  France  and  Spain,  and  the  council  was  opened  in 
January  1562. 

Four  months  after  M.  de  Lavfac  the  French  em- 
baflador  arrived  at  the  council,  having  for  affiftants 
Arnaud  Ferrier,  judge  of  the  court  of  inquefts  in  the 
parliament  of  <Paris,  and  Guy  de  Faur  de  Wlrac, 
chief  juftice  of  Tbtiloufe.  There  happen'd,  moreover, 
feveral  difputes,  which  greatly  embarafled  the  pope 
and  legates  3  however,  the  twentieth,  twenty-firft,  and 
twenty-fecond  feflions  were  held,  this  laft  on  the  ie- 
venteenth  of  September,  anno.  1562,  upon  the  doclrine 
of  the  facrifice  of  the  mafs.  At  length  the  cardinal  of 
Lorraine,  attended  with  the  bifhops  and  doctors  of 
France,  arrived  at  Trent  on  the  thirteenth  of  November, 
where  he  was  received  with  extraordinary  marks  of 
honour,  and  ten  days  after  open'd  his  orders  in  council 
with  a  fpeech,  in  which  his  judgment,  capacity  and 
eloquence  appeared  in  all  their  luftrc,  and  raifed  the 
admiration  of  the  whole  aflembly. 

There 
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There  was  room  to    believe,  that  matters  being  fb  ./£ 
far   advanced,  moil  of  the   doctrines  examined  and     1 
decided,  and   the   points  of  reformation   in  a  great 
mealiire   refblved  upon,    the    arrival    of  the  French 
bifhops   would  have  forwarded  the  conclufion  jof  the 
council :  But  the  event  was  quite  contrary.  The  twenty- 
third  feflion,  which  had  at  firft  been  fixed  to  the  twelfth 
of  November,  was,  by  means  of  feveral  prorogations, 
not  held  till  the  fifteenth  of  July  following,  and  the  two 
laft  in  the  months  of  Novewler  and  'December. 

Thefe  delays  were  caufed  by  feveral  unexpected 
incidents,  which  have  no  relation  to  the  fubjecl  1  am 
upon  5  however,  I  /hall  juft  mention  the  principal  one, 
which  was  a  contelt,  in  which  the  ancif.nt  rights  of 
the  crown  of  Frame  were  not  a  little  concerned  :  It 
began  feveral  years  before,  and  was  never  perfectly 
decided  till  our  cwn  times.  I  mean  the  dilpute  in  re- 
lation to  the  precedency  of  the  French  above  the  Spanish 
embaffkdor. 

France  had  been  in  poflcflton  of  this  privilege  time 
out  of  mind,  and  in  all  the  courts  of  Europe.  Charles  V. 
hirafelf,  when  he  was  no  more  than  king  of  Spain* 
never  pretended  to  dilpute  it  with  Francis  I.  It  is 
true,  indeed,  that  when  he  came  to  be  emperor,  his 
embafladors  always  took  place  of  thofe  of  France  5 
but  not  as  embafladors  of  Spain  ,  for  that  was  only  as 
embafifadors  of  the  emperor. 

When  Tbilip  II.  came  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  he 
made  an  attempt  upon  this  prerogative  of  the  kings 
of  France.  The  firft  conteft  happen'd  at  Venice,  where 
Francis  de  Noailles  bifhop  of  Acqs  embaflador  of 
France,  ftood  ftiffiy  upon  the  right  of  the  king  his 
mafter,  and  Vargas  the  Spanifo  embafifador  was  intJrely 
caft  in  this  affair:  Nor  did  he  meet  with  any  better 
fuccefs  at  Rome,  whither  he  was  afterwards  fent  upon 
a n  embafly .  Philip  de  Sabou  de  la  flour daifiere  bi mop 
of  An$flulerae  the  French  embaiTador  at  Rome,  kept 
pofleffion  alfo  of  his  right  there. 

The  king  of  Spain,  who  faw  that  France  flood  in 
need  of  his  affiltance  againft  the  hugonots,  was  in 
hopes  that  this  crown  would  not  quarrel  with  him  for 
a  mere  point  of  honour.  The  earl  ofZ#;;#,  his  em- 
baflador at  the  council,  had  orders  to  go  as  far  as 
poffible  in  gaining  this  advantage,  to  endeavour  at 
D  4  kaft 
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A.  2).  ^ea^  to  obtain  an  equality  with  the  embaffador  of 
i6z.  France,  but  to  act  however  with  moderation,  and  to 
o  nothing  that  might  might  tend  to  make  a  breach 
with  the  pope,  the  council,  or  the  king  of  France. 

When  the  earl  of  Luna  was  juft  upon  his  arrival  at 
ffievl,  the  legates  received^an  order  from  the  pope  to 
contrive  a  temper  and  expedient  for  the  occafion.  Ac- 
cordingly they  treated  with  the  French  embafifadors, 
and  made  feveral  propofals  to  them.  As  firrt,  That 
they  fhould  keep  tne  places  which  they  had  'till  then 
poflefled  next  the"  laical  embafladors  of  the  emperor, 
and  that  the  SfAnifi  embaflador  fhould  fit  on  the 
other  fide  next  the  ecclefiaftick  embaiTadors  of  the 
fame  prince :  Secondly,  That  he  fhould  have  a  feparate 
place  in  the  middle  of  the  hall  oppofite  to  the  legates, 
as  the  embaflador  of'Pom/gal  had  in  the  council  under 
Julius  III.  to  accommodate  a  like  difference  with  the 
embafiador  of  the  king  of  Hungary. 

To  this  the  French  embafladors  anfwered  imme- 
diately, That  they  did  not  come  there  to  make  innova- 
tions $  that  the  ancient  cuftcms  ought  to  be  obferved  ; 
and  that  if  there  was  any  attempt  made  to  alter  them, 
•  they  had  orders  from  the  king  their  mafter,  to  quit 
the  council  with  all  the  French  bifhops. 

After  ib  refolute  and  exprefs  an  anfwer,  the  cardinal 
of  Mantua  ask'd  them,  Whether,  in  cafe  the  Spanifr 
embaflador,  to  put  an  end  to  the  difpute,  fhould  feat 
himfelf  below  all  the  embafladors,  they  would  compel 
him  to  take  a  more  honourable  place  ?  This  unexpected 
queftion  furprized  the  embafladors  of  France >  who 
anfwered,  That  they  would  confider  of  it,  and  thus 
the  conference  broke  up. 

The  embafladors,  upon  deliberation,  flood  to  their 
firft  anfwer,  viz.  That  there  ought  to  be  no  innovation. 
The  legates  in  vain  perfuaded  the  cardinal  of  Lorraine* 
who  "Was  much  inclined  to  temper,  to  prefs  them  upon 
this  head,  and  their  conduit  was  approved  at  the  court 
of  France. 

The  cardinal  of  Lorraine,  who,  as  well  in  regard 
to  his  own  private  interefts,  as  thofe  of  the  kingdom, 
was  afraid  of  a  rupture  between  the  two  kings,  and 
was  ambitious  of  the  honour  of  deciding  a  difference 
of  that  confequence  by  his  mediation,  did  not  ceafe  to 
ibllicit  the  embafladors  of  France,  to  abate  fomewhat 

of 
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of  their  pretenfions,  reprefenting  to  them,  that  pro- 
vided they  were  placed  next  atter  the  emperor's  am- 
bafladors,  the  king's  honour  was  not  much  concern'd,  < 
whether  the  Spamfi  ambaifador  had  the  lame  privi- 
lege or  not  5  that  the  king  had,  and  would  hereafter 
have  need  of  the  king  of  Spam's  afliftance  againft  the 
rebels  5  and  that  it  was  neceflary,  for  the  welfare  of 
the  kingdom,  not  to  exafperare  this  prince ;  that  if 
this  dil'pute  was  not  ended,  the  council  muft  unavoid- 
ably be  diflolved,  and  all  the  odium  and  mifchief  of 
luch  an  action  wou'd  be  imputed  to  France,  in  all  the 
courts  of  Europe,  and  afford  room  for  renewing  all 
the  old  calumnies  that  had  been  Ipread  abroad  againft 
the  queen's  intentions,  and  her  religion.  In  a  word, 
he  difcours'd  them  with  fo  much  force  and  ftrengtb. 
of  argument,  that  they  contented  to  allow  the  Spd- 
nijb  ambaflfador  the  feparate  place  above-mention'd, 
upon  condition  that  it  mould  be  no  precedent  for  the 
chapels  and  other  aflemblies,  at  which  the  ambafla- 
dors  were  ufed  to  affitt. 

This  accommodation  drew  great  applauses  upon  the 
cardinal  de  Lorraine,  and  caufed  much  joy  to  the  le- 
gates. The  earl  of  Luna  immediately  entered  into 
the  council,  and  having  made  his  proteft  upon  the  arti- 
cle of  precedency,  that  the  place  he  was  going  to  take, 
fhould  be  no  prejudice  to  the  king  his  matter  5  he 
feared  himielf  oppofite  to  the  legates  by  the  table  of 
the  lecretary  to  the  council. 

The  Sieur  de  Ferrier,  one  of  the  French  embafl 
dors,  made  alfo  his  proteft  upon  this   innovation,  and  hift.  concil.1 
declared,   That  it  had  been  confented  to  only  for  the  Trickm '• 
good  of  the  church,  and  to  prevent  a  mifunderftand-  2I'  C',-I 
ing  between  the  two  kings. 

The  danger  of  thefe  concefTions,  which  the  French 
had  plainly  torefeen,  is,  that  they  are  commonly  abufed 
by  thofe  to  whom  to  whom  they  are  granted,  and  re- 
garded as  an  introduction  to  obtain  fbmething  more 
than  was  at  firft  yielded  to  them. 

This  was  the  very  cafe  in  the  affair  before  us.  The 
embaffadors  of  France  had  only  confented  to  allow  the 
Spanifj  embafTador  a  feparate  place  in  the  council  : 
But  the  earl  of  Luna  made  very  prefling  inftances  to 
the  pope  and  the  legates  for  the  fame  privilege  in  the 
other  aflemblies,  that  at  leaft  there  might  appear  to 

be 
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l.  CD.  be  no  inequality  between  him  and  the  embafladors  of 
f6}.  France.  The  pope,  who  look'd  upon  the  king  of  Spam 
as  the  only  prince  that  was  capacitated  by  his  great 
power  to  fupport  the  catholick  religion,  which  was 
either  intirely  loft,  or  dangeroully  attacked  in  the  other 
fiates  of  Europe,  yielded,  at  laft,  for  fear  of  offending 
him,  and  ordered  the  legates  to  give  the  earl  of  Luna 
fatisfaclion. 

It  was  upon  S.  fPe(efs-dzy  that  the  affair  was  to  be 
put  in  execution  at  mals.  The  point  in  queftion  was 
the  ceremony  of  incenfe  and  the  pax,  which  it  was  the 
cuftom  to  prefent  to  the  embafladors  of  France  before 
thofe  of  Spain  5  the  expedient,  which  the  pope  had 
thought  of,  was  to  prefent  them  to  the  embaffadors  of 
both  crowns  at  the  fame  time. 

The  matter  was  kept  very  fecret,  and  it  was  refbl- 
ved,  that,  befides  the  ordinary  officers,  fome  other 
clerks  fhould  come  into  the  facri ft y,  who  moving  for- 
ward at  the  fame  time  with  the  former,  fhould  ib  or- 
der their  proceffion,  that  the  incenfe  and  the  pax 
might  be  prefented  at  the  fame  time  to  the  embafla- 
dors  of  France  and  Spain. 

As  the  French  knew,  that  the  Spanifo  embaflador 
was  to  aflift  at  mafs,  they  were  very  intent  upon  ob- 
ferving  what  pafled,  and  perceiving  that  a  place  was 
prepared,  without  the  rank  of  embafTadors,  below  the 
cardinals  feats  5  they  fent  for  the  matter  of  the  cere- 
monies, and  inquired,  Whom  it  was  for  ?  who  an- 
fwered,  For  the  earl  of  Luna.  They  proceeded  to 
queftion  him  about  the  incenfe  and  the  pax,  and  he 
confefled  the  defign. 

Upon  thefe  anfwers  there  arofe  fuch  a  prodigious 
difturbance.  that  the  bifliop  of  Jloft,  who  was  celebra- 
ting mafs,  was  obliged  to  break  off.  The  embatfadors 
of  France  fent  the  mafter  of  the  ceremonies  to  the  le- 
gates to  complain  of  the  attempt.  The  cardinal  df 
Lorraine,  who  was  near  the  legates,  told  them,  that 
the  embafTadors  of  France  had  an  exprefs  order,  in 
cafe  of  any  fiich  attempt,  to  appeal  to  the  council,  and 
proteft  againft  the  pope,  as  a  fimoniacal  intruder; 
nay,  he  went  fo  far,  as  to  declare,  That  the  court  of 
France  had  letters  under  his  own  hand  to  prove  it: 
and  that  the  king,  with  all  his  kingdom,  would  fepa- 

ratc 
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rate  themfelves  from  the  communion   of  Rotne,  'till   A.  2). 
luch  time  as  another  pope  had  done  him  juftice.    '  6. 

A  difcourfe  of  this  importance,  from  the  mouth 
a  cardinal,  whofe  known  interelt  it  was  to  keep  mea- 
lures  with  the  pope  and  the  king  of  Spain*  and  who 
had  actually  done  fo  to  that  time,  aftonifhed  the  le- 
gates :  and  they  agreed  upon  a  conference.  Cardinal 
JWctdnice's  propofal  was  followed,  who,  to  avoid  giving 
offence,  adviied,  That  neither  the  pax  nor  incenle 
friould  be  presented  to  any  body  that  day  ;  no,  not 
even  to  the  legates  themfelves.  Mafs  was  continued, 
and  fcarcely  finifhed,  when  the  Spanijb  embafTador 
went  out  before  all  the  reft,  as  he  had  done  the  firft 
time  that  he  ailifted  at  the  council,  in  order  to  avoid 
all  dilputes  about  precedency. 

But  the  remedy,  how  ufeful  fbever  it  was  at  that 
time,  did  by  no  means  cure  the  difeafe.  It  was  not 
long,  before  there  would  be  a  like  occafion  for  icandal, 
both  at  'Rome  and  at  ¥rent.  The  pope  faw  his  diffi- 
culties increafe,  by  letters  which  he  had  received  from 
the  courts  of  France  and  Spain.  He  delayed  as  long 
as  he  could,  but  having  promiied  to  decide  the  mat- 
ter by  Wfatfonnie,  he  declared  for  the  ancient  ulage, 
and  for  a  conformity  to  the  practice  during  the  reign 
of  Charles  t\\e  V.  before  he  was  made  emperor,  with-, 
out  prejudice  to  the  right  of  the  parties  concerned  ; 
and  every  thing  was  tranfa&ed  on  Whitfandayt  to  the 
latisfaclion  of  .the  French  embaflador. 

The  other  courts  followed  the  example  of  that  at 
Rome^  and  the  republick  of  Venice^  whenfoever  the 
Spanijb  embaffadors  were  difpofed  to  make  any  new 
attempts  of  that  nature.  This  however,  did  not  hin- 
der them  from  frequently  endeavouring  it,  but  all 
their  defigns  proved  abortive  by  the  refblution  of  the 
•mbafladors  of  France. 

The  laft  attempt  was  in  the  year  1661,  upon  the 
Swedijb  embaflador's  publick  entry  into  London,  where 
the  baron  de  Batteville,  embaflador  of  Spain,  atten- 
ded with  two  thoufand  men,  infulted  the  count  d'E- 
ftrade.  They  were  upon  the  point  of  declaring  war, 
which  had  but  juft  been  made  an  end  of  by  the  mar- 
riage of  the  king.  But  the  king  of  Spain  gave  the 
Jdng  all  the  fatisfa&ion  he  defired. 
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t  2>.  He  confcnted  to  call  the  baron  de  Satteville  from 
England)  to  fend  an  order  to  all  his  embafladors  at 
tne  otner  C0"rts,  not  to  affift  at  any  ceremony  in  pre- 
lence  of  thofe  of  France  3  and  charged  the  marquis  de 
Fuentes,  his  embaflador  extraordinary,  to  acquaint  the 
king  with  thefe  particulars  at  his  firft  audience. 

He  did  fo  on  the  24th  of  March  ,  An.  1662,  in  pre- 
lence  of  all  the  foreign  minifters,  of  the  princes  of  the 
blood,  of  the  officers  of  the  crown,  and  of  the  whole 
court. 

The  king  anfwered  in  thefe  terms:  /  am  well 
^leafed  with  the  declaration  you  have  made  in  tie  name 
of  the  king  your  majler,  becatife  it  will  oblige  'me  to 
live  in  friendship  with  him. 

Afterwards,  the  marquis  de  la  Fuentes  withdrawing, 
the  king  addrefled  himielfto  the  pope's  nuncio,  and 
all  the  foreign  minifters,  in  the  following  manner. 
You  have  heard  the  declaration  of  the  Spani/h  embajfa- 
dor  5  Idefireyou  to  acquaint  your  wafers  with  it,  that 
they  may  jbzow,  that  the  catholick  king  has  order  e.i  all 
bis  embajjadors  to  give  place  to  mine  upon  all  ccca- 
fions. 

Thus  ended  this  great  affair,  which  had  been  in 
hand  for  above  an  age  :  and  the  better  to  prefcrve  the 
memory  of  fo  authentick  and  important  an  aft,  a  very 
beautiful  medal  was  ordered  afterwards  to  be  ftruck 
with  the  reprefentation  of  the  Spanish  embafladors 
audience  upon  k. 
You  have  The  king  is  defcribed  flanding  upon  it  before  his 

to  tne  declaration  of  the  em- 


the  bn  » 

ning  of  "the  baflador,  in  pre  fence  of  all   this  illuftrious   aflembly. 

reign  of      Upon  the  medal  are  thefe  Latin  words,  Jus  PR^CE- 

Louuxtv.   DENDI  GALLO  ASSERTUMJ    that  is,    tte  right  of 

precedency  ajjerted  to  France.    And  on  the   reverfe, 

HlSrANORUM    EXCUSATIO     CORAM     XXX.     LEG.     PR. 

M.  DC.  LXII  ;  which  fignifies,  Satisfaction  given  by 
the  Spaniards  in  presence  of  thirty  minifters  of  'different 
frinces,  an.  1662.  From  that  time  there  was  no  more 
difpute  between  the  minifters  of  the  two  crowns. 

But  to  return  to  the  council  of  Trent.  The  earl  of 
Luna  continued  to  have  his  feparate  feat,  and  the 
embafladors  of  France  to  preferve  the  place  which 
they  had  taken  next  the  embafladors  of  the  emperor, 
as  it  had  been  agreed. 

After 
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After  this  great  difference  was  accommodated,  there    X,  2). 
was  all  the  reafon  in  the  world  to  expect  a  ipeedy  and     1-6. 
happy  end  of  the  council  $  the  holy   lee  and  the  moft 
puifTant  chriftian  princes,  feeming  all  to  concur  in  and 
aim  at  this  point  5  when  the  pope  and  the  legates  at- 
tempted three  things,  which  had  like  to  have  ruined 
the  whole  defign. 

Firft,  among  the  matters  prepared  for  the  2^th 
feflion,  cneof  the  principal  articles  related  to  ecclefi- 
aftical  immunities  in  all  chriftian  ftates.  This  point 
of  reformation  tended  to  enlarge  the  pope's  authority 
every  where  to  a  vaft  extent,  and  to  let  very  narrow 
limits  to  that  of  princes  over  all  church-men. 

The  embafladors  of  moil  of  the  princes  ftrenuoufly 
oppofed  it,  and  the  French  embaifador  more  vigo- 
roufly  than  all  the  reft  j  I  mean,  the  Sieur  du  Ferrier. 
For  M.  de  Lcwfc.c  was  returned  to  France,  and  librae 
was  gone  to  Venice.  jDu  Ferrier  made  a  warm  fpeech 
upon  the  occafion,  and  when  he  had  finifhed,  was  de- Palavidao, 
fired  by  the  president  legate  to  withdraw,  that  they Ii2jf  *•  '• 
might  confider  of  a  proper  anfwer.  As  he  was  depart- 
ing, he  told  them,  That  they  might  give  him  what 
anfwer  they  pleafed,  he  mould  not  concern  himfelf 
much  about  it.  And  accordingly,  he  never  appeared 
in  council  after  ;  and  went,  in  a  /hort  time,  to  join 
VPibrac,  his  colleague  at  Venice. 

The  confequencc  of  this  fpeech,  and  of  the  embaf-rbid-  «P-4. 
fador's  retreat,  was,  that  the  legates  proceeded  ,  with 
more  prudence  and  caution  upon  a  matter  of  this  nicety, 
and  very  much  qualified  it  afterwards. 

The  iecond  thing  was  the  condemnation  of  Ibme 
French  bi/hops,  who  were  looked  upon  at  Rome,  as 
favourers  of  the  new  herefies.  Of  this  number  was 
the  cardinal  de  Chitillmi,  and  John  de  Montluc*  bifliop 
of  Valence.  The  pope  pronounced  lentence  of  depofi- 
tion  againft  fome  of  them,  and  of  lulpenfion  againftdatce  du 
others,  on  the  2oth  of  Ofteber.  tH?"* 

The  third  thing  was  the  citation  of  Jane  queen  of 
Navarre,  who  openly  profefled  herefy.  This  princefs 
was  allowed  the  term  of  fix  months  to  appear  before 
the  holy  fee  j  was  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  convift,  if 
/he  refuted  to  come,  her  eftatesto  be  declared  forfeited, 
and  herlelf  fubject  to  all  the  penalties  provided  by  pauvfcin.  I. 
the  canons  againft  hereticks.  The  pope's  intention  2  j.  c.  <. 

was 
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J$  2).    was  to  have  lentence  pronounced  againft  her  in  the 
i$6">.     council  :  But  the  legates  diverted  him  from  that  de- 
v~~v^— '  iign  by  repreienting  the  dangerous   coniequences  of 
luch  a  procedure. 

This  news  being  carried  to  the  court  of  France,  the 
king  lent  M. /0jy/<?/,  Jcnight  of  the  order,  to  the  pope, 
Lettre  de  la  to  complain  of  thefe   proceedings,  and  to  repreient  to 
Reinea  l'E-hjmj   that  he  had  acled  contrary  to  the  concordats,   in 
Rennesdatcecon^emn'ng  tne  French  prelates,  according  to   which, 
duuDeccm-the  bifhops  of  France  were  not  to  be  judged  at  Rome, 
brc  1563.     but  jn  pra/nce^  by  commiflaries  appointed  by  the  holy 
lee  5  and  with  regard  to  the  queen  of  Navarre,  that 
in  her  perfbn,  they  had  violated  the  moft  facred  rights 
of  fovereigns,  who  held  their  power  immediately  from 
God  j  befides  the  particular  injury  done  to  the  king,  in 
.difpofing  of  the  ftates  of  this  princefs,  moft  of  which 
were  held  of  the  crown  of  France.     No   farther  pro- 
grefs  was  made  at  Rome,   upon  thcle    two  articles  ; 
and  the  pope  contented  himfelf  with  excommunicat- 
ing the  queen  of  Navarre,  which  Ihe  gave  her  ielf  no 
great  trouble  about. 

The  cardinal  of  Lorraine  ufed  all  his  endeavours  to 
perfuade  the  two  French  embafladors  to  return  to  the 
council,  but  to  no  purpofe.  However,  he  applied  him- 
felf to  procure  an  end  to  it,  as  he  had  promised  the 
pope. 

Accordingly  the  council  broke  up  very  quietly,  on 
the  4th  of  ^December,  an.  1563.  having  been  open'd 
in  1545.  and  continued  during  this  interval  at  feve- 
ral  times.  Nothing  now  remained  but  to  get  it  re- 
ceived in  the  feveral  ftates  of  chriftendom. 

It  was  received  in  Portugal,  at  Venice,   and  fbme 

time  after  in  the  ftates  of  Spain.     The   emperor  re- 

fufed  to  publifh  it  in  his  territories.     The  cardinal  of 

Lorraine's  arrival  in  France,  upon  whom  the  pope  had 

very  much  depended  for  bringing  about  this  affair, 

Lettre  de     was  of  no  fervice.     The  attorney    general   declared, 

E^Tue'd?    ^at '"  P°'nts  °^  doc^rine»  tneY  were  bound  to  ftand 

Orleans  4    to  tne  decisions  of  the  council  5  but   that  there  were 

l*  Evdque  de  fb  many  articles  contrary  to  the  liberties  of  the  Galli- 

*TTMw*can  cnurcn»  in  tne  decrees  for  reformation,  that  they 

1564,      '  could  not  be  received  without  overturning  the  confti- 

.    tution  of  the  kingdom.     Matters  ftopp'd  here  5  and  as 

the  fame  reafons  drawn  from  the  liberties  of  the  GaUi" 

can 
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can  church  have  always  liibfifted  j  the  holy  fee  has 
never  iince  been  able  to  procure  an  alteration  in  France^ 
with  regard  to  this  particular. 

After  all,  excepting  what  was  wholly  contrary  to  the 
liberties  of  the  Galilean  church,  the  decrees  of  the 
council  for  dilcipline,  are  for  the  mott  part  oblerved 
in  the  kingdom,  not  in  obedience  to  the  council,  but 
as  authorized  by  the  ftates,  aflembled  (bme  years  af- 
ter at  Blots.  All  thefe  affairs  were  tranfk£ling  during 
the  belt  part  of  the  year  1564.  and  in  divers  pi  aces,  ^.D.irtfi 
during  a  journey  which  the  king  and  queen  made  in- 
to leveral  provinces  of  the  kingdom. 

The  chief  motive,  which  the  queen  propoled  to  her 
felf  in  this  journey,  was  to  have  a  peribiial  inlight 
into  the  ftate  of  the  provinces,  in  order  to  provide  a 
remedy  for  the  dilbrders  of  moft  confequence,  and  to 
take  proper  precautions  againft  the  riiings,  tumults, 
and  feditions,  which  the  mutual  animofity  of  the  ca- 
tholicks  and  hugonots  againft  each  other,  rendered 
almoft  inevitable:  But  the  hugonots  fufpeded  her  of 
other  views,  and  were  greatly  difturbed  at  it. 

They  imagined  that  me  was  upon  a  league  with 
the  king  ofSpaint  and  the  other  catholick  princes,  to 
exterminate,  by  their  means,  calvinilm  out  of  the 
kingdom  j  nor  were  their  fufpicions  without  ground. 
Thefe  prince's  minifters  were  continually  arriving  at 
court,  and  feem'd  to  aft  in  concert  j  and  it  is  certain, 
that  they  had  a  commitiion  from  their  matters,  to  per- 
fuade  the  queen  to  enter  into  a  league  with  them 
againft  the  proteftants  of  France.  The  common  mo- 
tive of  them  all  was  the  prefervation  of  religion  in, 
the  kingdom,  belides  which,  if  we  except  the  pope, 
they  had  alfo  their  own  particular  inrerefts  in  view. 

The  king  of  Spain  was  apprehenfive,  left  the  hu- 
gonots of  France,  if  let   alone,  fhould    iupport  thole 
of  the  Low  Countries,  who  began  to  revolt  in  leve- 
ral places.     Befides,  he  thought  it  a  rmrter  of  confi- 
derable  advantage  to  his  ftates,  that   France  fhould 
not  enjoy  too  great  a  tranquillity.     The  emperor,  who  j-e|rre  <k  J1 
had  lately  renewed  his  inftances  for  the  reftitution  ofE^uCade 
Metz,    foul,  and  Verdun^  look'd  upon  a  civil  war  in  Rennes  da- 
France,  as  a  means  to  arrive  at   this  end  ;  and  ^Jier^iji"^ 
duke  of  Savoy  was  in  hopes,  by  the  fame  methods,     '. 
to  recover,  with  more  eafe,  the  towns  which  the  French 

ftill 
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A.  1).  ftill  kept  pofleffion  of  in  Tie.imcvt.  Their  negotiations 
were  back'd  by  the  cardinal  de  Lorraine,  who  look'd 
upon  their  zeal  and  agreement  in  this  affair  with 
pleaiure.  His  deiire  of  revenging  the  duke  his  bro- 
ther's death,  and  the  hopes  that  he  had  entertain'd, 
of  leeing  the  young  duke  his  nephew  in  time  at  the 
head  of  the  cathoiick  party,  provok'd  his  hatred 
againft  the  hugonots  ;  for  this  was  a  point,  which  he 
could  not  well  come  at,  without  the  afliftance  of  fo- 
reign princes. 

But  the  queen,  who  was  too  fagacious  to  fall  into 
thefe  ihares,  had  nVd  a  reiblution,  and  laid  it  down  as  a 
fettled  principle  ot  her  conduct,  to  enter  into  no  war,  at 
leali  'till  fiich  time  as  (he  found  herlelf  in  a  condition 
to  opprefs  the  hugonot  party  with  eafe,  and  to  exter- 
minate them  without  any  foreign  affiftance  :  but  as 
yet  they  were  too  ftrong  and  powerful  to  be  ib  eaiily 
fupprefled. 

Memoires  de  The  king  was  gone  to  Font  ainble  an,  at  the  begin- 
Caftelnaj,  I.  njng  Qf  t^e  year)  where  the  pope's  nuncio  and  rhe 
envoys  of  the  other  princes,  offer'd  him  the  affiitance 
of  their  matters  againtt  the  hugonots.  This  young 
prince,  being  throughly  inftrucled  by  the  queen  his 
mother,  anfwer'd  them  in  terms  of  great  acknowledg- 
ment, and  aflured  them  of  his  attachment  to  the  ca- 
thoiick religion  5  but  declared,  That  he  could  not 
think  of  feeing  the  blood  of  fo  many  of  his  own  fub- 
jefts  fpilt  $  that  he  would  endeavour  to  find  out  fome 
Ibfter  methods  to  reclaim  the  minds  of  thofe  that 
were  gone  aftray  j  and  that  this  was  the  motive  He 
propoled  to  himfelf  in  the  journey  that  he  was  going 
to  make  throughout  his  kingdom. 

From  Twiainlleau  the  king  went  to  make  his 
entry  at  Sen^  and  afterwards  at  Trcyf,  where  he  left 
orders  for  the  conciufion  of  the  peace  with  England^ 
the  particulars  of  which  I  have  mention'd  above,  and 
this  affair  was  terminated  fbon  after. 

ibid.  c.  9:        About  the  end  of  March  he  came  to  Nancy,  where 
he  receiv'd  the  news  of  the  death  of  the  marefchal  de 


i"   'B'riffac*  whofe  ftaff  was  given  to  monfieur  de  Sour- 
Reine  *l"    <&&*•     The  pretence   of  the  journey  to  Nancy  was 
EV&JUC  de  the  ceremony  of  the  baptifm  of  Henry  fbn  of  the  duke 
°^  f-orra*ne  anc*  Claudia  of  France  ;    but  the  true 
was  an  interview  with  the  king  of  the  Ro- 

mans, 
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which  the  queen  mother  was  very  defirous  of,  jf. 
but  could  not  obtain.  She  made  Ibme  overtures  to  16 
leveral  princes  of  Germany,  to  engage  them  in  apro- 
mife  not  to  foment  the  revolts  of  the  hugonots  in 
France,  and  ofrer'd  them  large  penfions  on  condition 
of"  compliance.  The  duke  of  Wirtemberg,  the  count 
palatine  of  the  Rhine,  and  Welfgang  duke  of  Z)eux- 
'Pcnts,  refufed  her  offers,  and  only  promifed  not  to 
afliit  the  French  protettants,  provided  they  were  al- 
lowed the  liberty  of  confidence  lecurcd  by  the  edicts. 
She  had  better  luccefs  with  Charles  marquifs  ofBaden^ 
and  John  William  prince  of  the  houfe  of  Saxony,  who 
accepted  the  penfions,  and  engaged  to  furnifh  her 
with  a  certain  number  of  troops  upon  occafion. 

From  Nancy  the  king  went  to  ^Dijon.  'Till  then  he 
found  the  cathoiick  party  much  (tronger  than  that  of 
the  hugonots  :  But  he  difcover'd  it  to  be  quite  other- 
wife  when  he  pa  fled  through  Lyonnois,  1)auphine^ 
and  Lavguedoc,  where  moft  of  the  inhabitants  had 
been  perverted  during  the  civil  wars. 

Upon  this  the  embafladors,  who  were  in  the  retinue 
of  the  court,  took  occafion  to  renew  their  inftances 
for  the  league  againft  the  hugonots,  but  could  obtain 
nothing  :  however,  the  queen,  to  give  fbme  proof  of 
her  attachment  to  the  ancient  religion,  procured  a 
new  edift  of  the  king,  in  the  beginning  of  j4ugpftt 
by  way  of  explication  to  the  laft  edicT:  of  pacification, 
to  which  were  added  feverai  modifying  claufes,  which 
greatly  offended  the  hugonots,  and  in  particular  the 
prince  of  Conde,  who  wrote  to  the  king  to  complain  of 
them. 

This  new  edicl  paflfcd  at  Roujjilloti,  a  houfe  of  the  * 
count  of  Tburnon's  m1)auphine,  where  alfb  the  king 
made  another  very  remarkable  ordinance,  by  which 
he  fixed  the  commencement  of  the  year  on  the  firft  of 
January,  which  had  begun  at  Eafler,  time  out  of 
mind,  in  France,  a  matter  of  great  inconvenience,  by 
reafon  of  the  moveablenefs  of  that  feaft  j  and  this 
ftyle  has  been  followed  ever  fince.  The  duke  and 
duchefe  of  Savoy,  the  king's  aunt,  made  him  a  vifit 
at  that  place,  and  the  conferences  which  they  had  with 
the  queen  were  a  frcfh  caufe  of  uneafinefs  to  the 
hugonots. 

VOL,  IV.  E  The 
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A.  2).  The  king  paffed  from  tDaupbitie  to  ^Provence,  from 
1^64.  Provence  to  Laiguedoc,  and  from  L'i:gue.icc  to  Guy- 
emie  j  continually  peiter'd  with  petitions  from  the  hu- 
gonots agiinft  the  catholicks,  and  from  the  catholicks 
againft  the  hugonots,  no  very  favourable  prognofticks 
for  the  tranquillity  of  tue  kingdom. 

He  made  his  entry  at  Suur.faaax  on  the  ninth  of 
April)  and  from  thence  continued  his  journey  to  %a- 
ycmie,  where  liich  things  were  tranlafted,  as  gave  the 
hugonots  more  occafion  for  difquiet  than  ever. 

The  queen  of  Spain  came  thither  with  the  duke  of 
j4lva,  and  leveral  conferences  were  held,  the  iecret  of 
which  was  never  perfectly  known  :  But  the  hugonots 
of  France,  and  thole  o{  the  Low-Countries,  feem  d 
always  to  be  perfwaded  that  their  ruin  was  contriv'd 
upon  that  occafion  5  and  this  perfwaiion  haften'd  the 
revolt  of  the  latter,  and  determined  thole  of  France 
to  enter  into  adrift  alliance  with  them,  and  to  renew 
'-that  which  they  had  made  fbme  years  before  with  the 
*'  c'  *'  queen  of  England^  and  fome  proteltant  princes  of 
Germany. 

The  court  having  purfued  their  journey  through 
jfagOUJifois,  Xaintongei  the  country  of  Aunix,  and  'Poi- 
toti,  arrived  at  dvgers,  and  eroding  f£lefcis,  they  went 
to  Mctilms  in  Roiirbonacis.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
following  year,  the  deputies  of  the  parliaments,  and 
Other  courts  of  France,  had  orders  to  aflTemble  there, 
for  reftoring  the  au'hority  and  admin  ill  ration  of  the 
laws,  in  which  the  king  was  alfo  refolved  to  proceed, 
as  he  had  endeavoured  every  where,  to  reftore  the 
fituat  on  of  religion.  He  made  a  remarkable  ordi- 
nance there  in  relation  to  this  particular,  and  had  his 
thoughts  upon  another  affair  of  great  importance  to 
the  tranquillity  of  the  ftate. 

This  affair  was  the  reconciliation  of  the  houfe  of 
Guife,  v  irh  that  of  the  admiral.  It  was  agreed,  that 
this  lord  (hould  declare  upon  oath,  That  he  had  no 
hand  in  the  death  of  the  duke  of  Gitife,  and  that  the 
princes  of  the  houfe  of  Gtiife  fhould  be  content  with 
this  fatifsaftion.  And  the  matter  was  made  up  ac- 
cordingly. But  hiftorians  differ  very  much  in  the  cir- 
cumflances  of  this  accommodation  :  however,  it  was 
too  plain  by  what  followed,  that  the  reconciliation  was 
all  pretence  and  dilguife. 

The 
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The  advantage  which    the  king  and  queen  reap'd,    _#  <£ 
by  their  progrels  through  the  kingdom,  was   a  more     15-65" 
certain  and  diiHnvit  knowledge  oftue  itate  of  the  pro-  \~~y 
vincesj  bur  it  tended  alfb  to  augment   their  uneafi- 
nels,  through  the  great  difficulties  that  occurr'd  in  re- 
medying ib  many  diibrders,  and  very  far  were  they 
from  being  /b  well  fatisfied  upon  their  return  as  they 
affecled  to  appear.     Indeed,  it  was   not  long  before 
a  difcovery  was  made  of  Ibme  new  intrigues  carried 
on  by  the  heads  of  the  hugonot  parry  :  but  this  fire 
lay  imotherino  in  the  alhes,  and  did   not  break  out 
in  France,  'till  it  had  begun  to  fet  the  L<rJO-Cov;itries 
in  a  flame. 

It  was  difficult  for  the  provinces  fituated  between 
France  and   Germany ',  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
E>iglan.t>  to  be  long  preferved  from  fo  contagious  ari 
evil  as  hereiy,  with  which  the  frontiers   were  on  all 
fides  infected.    Several  inhabitants  of  thefe  countries 
luffered  themfelves  to  be  corrupted,  and  two  hugonot 
minifters  of  France,    in  concert  with  them,  had  theStra(ja  | , 
aflurance,  in  1561,  to  preach  the  new  gofpel  publick-de   Bdlo 
ly  at  lournay  and  Valenciennes ;  upon  which  a  fedi-BelS« 
tion  arofe  in  thele  two  cities,  and  in  ibme  other  places ; 
but  their  firft  attempts  had  been  eafiiy  fuppreflcd,  if 
they  had  not  been  fomented   by   the  defigned  negli- 
gence of  the  great  men,  and  afterwards  by  their  am- 
bition and  aver/ion  to  the  minifters  of  the  king  of 
Spain. 

They  did  not  love  this  prince,  whofe  deportment 
was  too  grave,  and  different  from  that  of  the  emperor 
Charles  V.  his  father,  to  be  agreeable  to  them.  Their 
apprehenfions  of  the  inquifirion,  which  he  was  going 
to  eilablifh  in  the  jtow-Countries ;  the  erecting  feveral 
new  bifhopricks,  without  confultins;  the  ftates,  and 
fome  other  innovations,  which  the  nobility  and  clergy 
pretended  were  injurious  to  them,  exafperated  their 
minds  againft  their  fbvereigo. 

Margaret  of  Atftria,  duchefs  of  Tarwa,  natural 
daughter  of  Charles  V.  had  been  made  regent  of  the 
Lffiv  Countries  •  and  'Philip  II.  had  given  her  the  car- 
dinal He  Granville,  a  perfon  of  great  abilire0,  for  a 
minifter.  Lamcra',  count  of  Fgwovf,  and  ll'illiam  of 
Najfitti,  prince  of  Orange,  who  thought  nothing  too 
great  for  their  birth  and  fervices,  had  both  flattered 
E  2  them- 
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A-  2>.  themfelves  with  the  hopes  of  the  government  of  the 
if6f.  Low-Countries,  but  faw  themfelves  excluded}  and  be- 
VXYNJ  fides,  evcry  tmng  was  tranfafted  by  the  cardinal's  ad- 
vice, and  they,  and  Ibme  other  of  the  principal  lords, 
were  called  to  council  only  for  form-fake. 

From  hence  arofe  the  jealoufies  of  this  minifter, 
and  the  carelefnels  of  theie  lords  to  prevent  the  pro- 
grels  of  herefy,  and  put  a  ftop  to  the  beginnings  of 
the  fadions  which  arofe  in  their  governments. 

They  propofed  to  ruin  the  cardinal's  intercft  with 
the  king  of  Spain^  and  to  raife  up  fb  many  troubles 
and  difficulties  to  the  regent,  that  me  mould  be  obliged 
to  have  rccourfe  to  them. 

They  compafled  their  defign  :  The  cardinal  was 
re-called,  and  at  their  defire  the  Spanijh  troops  were 
withdrawn  from  the  Imv-Coiintrie^  as  being  an  un- 
neceflfary  charge  upon  the  people,  after  the  peace  was 
AD  i f66  concluded  ^h  France.  In  a  word,  the  great  revolts 
which  happened  in  1566,  obliged  the  regent,  not- 
withftanding  her  miftrurt  of  the  prince  of  Orange^  to 
make  ufe  of  him  as  a  mediator,  to  moderate,  at  lead, 
the  furious  exceflfes  to  which  the  populace  had  aban- 
doned themfelves. 

Thefe  commotions  were  more  violent,  Ipeedy,  and 
extenfive,  than  thofe  of  the  hugonors  in  France.  The 
Gueux  (as  the  calvinifts  of  the  Lo-iv-Cormtries  were 
called)  revolted  almoft  every  where  in  the  feventeen 
.provinces,  and  committed  the  greateft  excefles  in  ic- 
veral  of  the  principal  towns. 

Thefe  tumults  continued  with  great  fury  for  feveral 
months,  and  till  fuch  time  as  the  king  of  Spain  fpread 
abroad  the  report  of  his  pafling  into  the  L^ix-Countries, 
and  railed  an  army  in  Italyt  under  the  command  of 
the  duke  of  Jllva. 

Then  matters  calm'd  a  little,  and  the  prince  of 
Orargc,  being  more  provident  than  the  counts  of  Fg- 
raont  and  Horn,  and  fome  other  lords  of  the  Z0-:t- 
Covnfries,  who  loft  their  heads  by  it,  retired  into 
Germany ',  to  itrengthen  his  party  there.  Thefe  rifings 
in  the  Z0m-Gxitttrtcs,  and  the  approach  of  the  duke  of 
Jllva's  army,  were  the  occafion  of  the  new  civil  war, 
that  broke  out  in  France^  in  the  manner  I  am  going 
to  relate. 

The 
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The  prince  of  Omde^  and  the  admiral,  could  not 
be  perfwaded  but  that  a  project  had  been  form'd,  at 
the  conference  of&ayonrie,  to  ruin  the  hugonots.  The 
queen's  application  to  procure  an  intereit  with  the 
catholicks,  the  little  regard  /he  had,  upon  many  occa- 
fions,  /hewn  to  the  calvinifts  3  the  power  of  the  car- 
dinal de  Lorraine,  which  increafed  daily  3  and  laftly, 
the  approach  of  the  duke  of  rftva,  who  having  been 
the  author  of  the  meafures  taken  at  Bayonne,  as  they 
fuppofedi  was  now  going  to  execute  them,  put  them 
upon  making  fome  pro vi lion  for  their /afery. 

They  fent  advice  of  it  to  their  private  agents  in 
Germany  and  England  $  enter'd  into  an  alliance  with 
the  prince  of  Orange^  and  the  calvinifts  of  the  Zo-it1- 
CotiKtries  j  and  at  "the  folicitation  of  Theodore  Seza, 
who  had  fucceeded  Calvin,  deceafed  two  years  be- 
fore, in  the  authority  he  had  always  retain'd  at  Ge- 
f,:rcc.,  difpatch'd  Montbrun  thither,  who  repair'd  to 
the  town,  with  feveral  gentlemen,  moft  of  whom  were 
<Blffgun&anS)  to  defend  it  againft  the  duke  of  Savoy, 
who  was  known  to  have  a  defign  to  make  himlelf 
mafter  of  it. 

In  the  mean  time  the  prince  of  Cwide^  and  the  ad- 
miral „  went  to  wait  upon  the  king,  to  reprefent  to 
him,  that  he  was  bound  in  prudence  not  to  let  him- 
felf  be  furprized  by  the  Spaniards^  and  that,  the  duke 
of  Alva  being  /bnear  with  an  army,  it  wou'd  be  pro- 
per to  have  a  ftanding  force.  The  queen,  who  was 
always  ready  at  ditfimulation,  greatly  approved  of 
their  advice,  and  orders  were  given  for  raifing  6000 
S-'i'ifs  out  of  hand,  and  levying  other  troops  in  the 
I. \onnoiS)  and  the  other  provinces  bordering  upon  the 

Nor  was  this  all,  for  the  king,  having  called  an  ex- 
traordinary council,  to  which  feveral  hugonot  lords 
were  fummoned  by  name,  /lie  exprefled  a  great 
miftruft  of  the  king  of  Spain  5  "and  it  was  refolv'd, 
That  /'  Avbefjt'ine  junior*  fecretary  of  ftate,  /hou'd 
be  fent  to  that  prince,  to  divert  him  from  going  into 
the  Lo-ii' -Countries.  He  had  an  order,  in  his  inftrucli- 
ons,  to  leave  no  ftone  unturn'd,  to  penetrate  the  my- 
ftery  of  this  journey  :  But  he  had  al(b  orher  private 
inftruclions,  and  a  particular  charge,  to  endeavour  to 
render  the  union  between  the  two  kin^s  clofer  than  it 
E  3  had 
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had  ever  ye't  been.  The  king  of  Spain  was  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  contrivance,  and  j  erfuaded  to  join 
in  the  delign,  and  by  a  private  agreement  between  the 
two  courts,  gave  /'  Aubbfyive  outwardly  a  very  cold 
reception, 

This  comedy  was  fb  well  performed,  that  pope 
yius  V.  fucceflbr  to  fPins  IV.  was  very  apprehenfive 
of  a  rupture  between  the  two  crowns,  and  fent  an  or- 
der to  his  nuncio  in  France,  to  omit  nothing  that 
mig.it  contribute  to  remove  the  fufpicions  which  the 
queen  had  conceived  of  the  king  at  Spain,  to  whom 
ine  gave  fuch  an  anfwer,  as  convinced  him  he  had 
Jpoken  to  no  pu/pole. 

The  prince  of  Conde  very  narrowly  efcaped  being 
furprized  by  thefe  deceitful  appearances;  but  the  ad- 
miral being  more  miftruftful,  revived  his  fufpicions, 
by  communicating  to  him  his  own. 

In  the  mean  time  the  duke  of  diva  having  drawn 
together  his  army  in  Italy,  march  d  for  the  Low-Coun- 
1.  $.  tries,  whither  he  arrived  in  the   beginning  of  Augrifl, 
anno  1567,  and  began  with  feizing  the  counts  of  Fg- 
wont  and  Horn,  whom  he  caufed  to  be  beheaded. 

This  conduct  of  the  duke  of  Alvct,  gave  the  heads 
of  the  hugonot  party  in  France  little  lefs  uneafmefs, 
than  it  fpread  a  terror  among  the  Flemings.  They 
drew  thefe  examples  into  confequence  for  themfelves, 
and  look'd  upon  them  as  the  commencement  of  the 
of  the  projects  at  the  -conference  of 


Their  fear  was  increafed  by  the  advice  which  they 
received,  that  the  fix  thoufand  Swifs  being  arrived  un 
der  the  command  of  colonel  Fiffer^  inftead  of  conti- 
nuing upon  the  frontiers,  had  orders  to  march  for  the 
ifle  of  France  ;  and  they  might  thank  themfelves  for 
having  been  the  authors  of  the  levy  of  thefe  troops. 

They  concluded  there  were  no  more  meafures  to  be 
taken,  and  after  ieveral  deliberations,  the  admiral's 
op'V.inn  was  followed,  who  advifed  to  feize  the  king 
then  ar  Afr-nceanx*  a  pleafure-houfe  in  &riet  as  the 
late  duke  cf  G''ife  ha.l  done  at  Fount  ainbleau.  Some 
wr;ters  hive  affirmed,  that  their  defign,  after  feizing 
the  k;ng,  was  tu  deprive  him  of  his  crown,  and  to 
place  it  upon  the  head  of  the  prince  of  Conde,  which  fii- 
foicion  appeared  afterwards  not  to  be  groundlefs. 

fa 
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In  thc.e  fort  of  enterprises,  where  many  perfons 
muft  be   trufted,  lecreiy  is  as  neccflary  as  it  is  rare. 
Alfjuirtic  wrote  leveral  letters  to  the  queen,  that  fbme 
contrivance  was  carrying  on.    The  fieur  de  Cafteinau, Commmt. 
at   his  return   from  tinificls,  whither  the  king  had,  6Montlut 
fcnt  him  to  complement  the  duke  of  dfoa,  had  allb  ' 
Ibme  infight   into  the  affair,  which  he  communicated 
to  this   princels  $  but   both  /lie   and   the  cor.neftable 
laughed  at  their  iiifpicions,  as  a  mere  chimera  :  howe~ 
ver  they  began  at  length  to  be  fenfible  of  the  truth  of 
them,  when  it  was  almoft  too  late  to  prevent  the 
danger  that  threatned  them. 

fttlU  de  Caftelww,    brother  of  him   I    have   been,.     . 

.  r-          •      j  '-it  •  L  Memoiresde 

fpeaking  of,  arrived   at  court,  wnither  he   came   withcaftelnau,U. 

all  fpeed  to  let  them  know,  that  he  had  feen  the  princcc.4- 
of  Cowk,  the  admiral,  and  feveral  lords  and  gentle- 
men, at  Lagny\  with  a  great  body  of  cavalry  dif- 
mounted,  in  order  to  bait  and  refrefh  themfelves,  who 
were  immediately  to  enter  upon  their  march  to  invert 
the  court  at  Monet  any. 

Upon  this  news  the  king  and  queen  fet  forward 
with  great  precipitation,  and  fled  to  Meaux^  while 
the  conneftable  difpatch'd  courier  upon  courier,  with 
orders  to  the  &xifi  at  Chateau-T'hiem,  to  come  with- 
out  delay,  and  fuccour  the  king. 

The  queen,  whole  whole  dependance  was  upon  the 
expedition  of  the  Swifst  fent  the  marefchal  de  Mmtmo- 
renci  to  the  prince  of  Conde,  to  ask  him,  in  her  name, 
What  was  his  intention,  and  the  caufe  of  his  coming 
with  fb  great  an  attendance,  at  a  time  when  all  things 
were  in  peace?  and  order'd  him  to  amufe  him,  as  much 
as  poifible,  to  gain  time.  He  perfeftly  acquitted  him- 
felf  of  his  commiffion  :  Trje  interview  that  he  had 
with  the  prince  of  Conde,  and  the  admiral,  retarded 
their  march,  and  when  they  arrived  at  Meaux,  they 
found  the  Swifs  had  got  thither  before  them. 

But  after  all,  the  danger  was  not  wholly  over.  There 
were  but  two  things  to  refblve  upon,  either  to  conti- 
nue at  Meaiix^  or  go  to  'Paris  :  both  equally  dange- 
rous. Meaux  had  no  fortifications  :  there  were  leve- 
ral breaches  in  the  walls;  they  were  without  provi- 
fions  and  ammunition,  they  knew  the  rebel  forces 
would  be  continually  reinforced,  and  the  pafTaqes 
E  4  being 
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.  2).  being  once  feiz'd,  they  would  be  famifh'd  in  two  days 
15-67.'   axMeatix. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  ten  leagues  to  T<?m,  and 
they  would  be  obliged  to  pafs  leveral  plains,  without 
any  cavalry  to  oppoie  to  that  of  the  prince  j  which 
was  very  numerous^:  and  i  r  the  S-icifr  fhould  once 
be  routed,  as  they  had  great  realbn  to  fear  they 
would,  by  the  advantage  of  the  cavalry  over  the  in- 
fantry in  open  field,  the  king  cou'd  not  avoid  being 
taken. 

However,  they  refolv'd  upon  the  latter,  contrary 
to  the  opinion  of  the  conneftable.  The  manner  in 
which  colonel  Fiffer  delivered  himfelf  in  council,  the 
refolution  which  he  and  all  the  officers  and  ioldiers 
exprefled,  of  letting  themlelves  be  cut  in  pieces  to 
preferve  the  perfon  of  the  king,  inclined  the  whole 
court  to  that  fide  of  the  queftion. 

JUtthe  nighr,  which  was  that  of  the  twenty-feventh, 
or  twentieth  of  September*  was  fpenr  in  making  pre- 
parations for  their  departure.  The  Swife  drew  up 
a  quarter  of  a  league  from  the  town,  and  the  king 
went  to  ioin  them  before  day-break.  They  received 
him  in  tlie  midft  of  their  batallions,  with  the  queen, 
the  court-ladies,  the  embafladors,  and  all  fuch  as 
were  not  fit  to  engage.  The  duke  de  Nemouri  was 
at  the  van  with  the  king's  troop  of  light-horfe  ;  and 
fome  archers  on  horfe-back  $  and  the  conneftable  at 
the  head  of  the  gentlemen  that  attended  upon  the 
court,  of  fome  lords,  and  of  all  fuch  as  were  capable  of 
bearing  arms,  made,  as  it  were,  the  rear. 

They  had  not  marched  four  leagues  when  leve- 
ral parties  of  hugonot  cavalry  appeared  on  all  fides  5 
fix  hundred  horle,  led  by  the  prince  of  Con.le,  and 
the  admiral,  drew  near,  and  feem'd  difpofed  to 
attack  the  Smift,  who  ftopp'd  to  receive  them,  and 
having  kifled  the  earth,  according  to  their  cuftom  in 
thofe  times  when  they  prepared  for  battle,  they  made 
fb  good  an  appearance,  that  this  troop,  having  wheel'd 
about  for  fome  time,  withdrew. 

But  the  earl  de  la  Rochefoucault ,  with  three  hun- 
dred troopers,  and  a*  Jlndelot  with  two  hundred,  came 
trottini  up  from  another  quarter ;  march'd  within 
piftol-mor,  and  fired  upon  the  firft  ranks  of  the  ba- 
tallion  that  was  before  them 

The 
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The  king  with  feveral  lords  marched  up  to  them, 
and  fliew'd  a  courage  upon  that  occafiun,  which  very 
much  redounded  to  his  honour.  The  S't'ijs  having 
prefented  their  piques,  bore  tne  dilcharge  without 
moving  or  much  lols,  and  the  harquebufiers  that  iup- 
ported  the  pike-men  having  torced  thole  fquadrons  to 
dilperfe,  they  continued  their  march. 

The  march  was  performed  in  very  good  order,  not- 
withitandmg  the  frequent  alarms,  and  leveral  efforts 
of  the  hugonot  cavalry,  which  was  continually  harafling 
the  troops  for  the  ipace  of  three  leagues,  which  they 
made  that  day,  betides  the  four  which  they  had 
march'd  at  firlt  with  lefs  interruption.  The  prince  of 
Conde  feeing  the  horie  greatly  fatigued,  having  little 
hopes  of  breaking  the  Sivifsy  and  hearing  that  a  re- 
cruit was  coming  to  the  king  from  Paris,  forbore  to 
purfue  them. 

Indeed  the  duke  d'rfuttttth,  the  marefchal  de  Vieille- 
ville,  the  barons  de  Snrgeres  and  de  Birm,  upon  notice 
of  what  parted,  had  let  out  from  Paris  with  three 
hundred  horfemen  well  armed,  to  go  to  meet  and  aflilt 
the  court,  which  they  found  at  Sourget.  The  king, 
queen,  and  their  attendants  march'd  before  with  this 
troop,  and  arrived  at  'Paris  at  four  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  which  the  Swifs  entred  the  next  day  with 
the  acclamations  of  the  people.  The  king  went  in 
perfon  to  receive  them  at  the  port  faint  Martin,  where, 
after  many  praifes  and  carefles,  he  ordered  them  an 
extraordinary  pay,  and  afterwards  diftributed  them  in 
the  luburbs,  the  defence  of  which  he  committed  to 
them,  upon  advice  of  the  approach  of  the  rebels. 

Indeed  their  forces  increafed  daily  :  They  block'd 
up  'Paris,  feizing  Monfereau,  Lagny  and  faint  Timys^ 
while  the  king,  on  the  other  hand,  lent  for  a  great 
number  of  nobility,  and  feveral  troops  and  regiments 
from  the  provinces,  which  enter'd  Paris  without  any 
refiftance,  becaule  the  army  of  the  rebels  was  not  yet 
numerous  enough  to  fhut  up  all  the  paflages. 

In  the  mean  time  the  queen,  according  to  her  ufual 
cuftom,  propofed  a  negotiation,  to  which  the  prince 
of  Coude  agreed  more  readily  than  was  expecled. 
Several  conferences  were  held  upon  the  occafion  ;  but 
without  fuccefs,  becaufe  the  prince  of  Conde  infifted 
Upon  too  advantageous  condition*  for  the  hugonots, 

an  4 
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.  2).  and  the  king  always  talk'd  with  authority,  and  would 
give,  but  not  receive,  laws  from  the  perfons  he  was 
treating  with. 

Xne  hottilities  continued,  and  the  court  refolved  at 
1.4  1*^  to  proceed  to  a  battle,  if  the  hugonots  did  not,  of 
their  own  accord,  raiiethc  blockade.  As  they  did  not 
ieem  dilpofed  to  do  this,  the  connedable  took  a  very 
feafbnable  time  to  march  out  of  'Paris  at  the  head  of 
an  army.  He  was  informed  on  the  tenth  of  November  , 
that  a  \  Jliiielot  and  the  count  of  Montgomery,  were  gone 
to  *Poijfi,  to  prevent  count  d'Arembergs  paffing  the 
Seine*  who  was  bringing  two  thouiand  horfe  out  of 
the  Lew-Countries  from  the  duke  of  Alva  to  the 
afliftance  of  the  catholicks,  and  whom  they  thought 
much  nearer  than  in  truth  he  was.  The  prince  of 
Con.ie  and  the  admiral  were  perfuaded,  that  the  king 
Memoirs*  de  would  not  hazard  a  battle,  and  this  perfuafion  was 
TiVinnes.  founded  upon  the  information  they  received  from  their 
emiflaries  at  court,  and  efpecially  from  the  ladies  that 
favour  d  the  fe&  :  But  they  were  miftaken. 
Ibid.  The  conneflable  had  twelve  thoufand  foot,  two 

thoufand  five  hundred  horfe,  and  fourteen  pieces  of 
cannon.  The  prince  had  but  one  thoufand  two  hundred 
horfe,  and  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  foot  to  oppofe 
this  army  $  and  it  is  very  likely  he  would  have  chofen 
to  retreat,  if  he  had  not'  thought  it  a  matter  of  the 
laft  importance  for  him  to  fupport  the  reputation  of 
his  party,  and  been  fenfible  of  the  danger  of  making 
a  retreat  in  fo  open  a  country  as  that  about  faint 


Another  motive  to  induce  him  fo  ftand  his  ground, 
was  probably  this,  That  it  was  fb  late  before  the  con- 
neftable  came  out  of  ^Paris,  that  he  was  noc  in  a  con- 
dition to  engage  till  about  three  or  four  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  when  there  remained  but  little  day-light, 
in  which  cafe,  if  the  prince  /hould  be  beat,  he  might 
take  advantage  of  the  night,  to  avoid  being  pur- 
fued. 

The  conneftable  extended  his  right  wing  to  Au- 
bervtllierS)  his  left  to  within  a  finall  diftance  of  the 
Seine>  and  placed  himfelf  in  the  center  at  the  head  of 
the  corps  de  bataille-  The  marefchal  fttunville  his 
fon,  together  with  the  duke  tPAumale,  commanded 
the  corps  de  reftrve.  which  was  polled  behind  I  A 
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e^  and  the  marefchal  of  Montmorenci,  another  of    ^, 
his  Ions,  was  before  the  corps  de  bataille  with  a  large     1^67 
troop  of  horfe. 

The  conneltable,  who  little  imagined  that  the  prince 
of  Con-le  durlt  wait  for  him,  was  Turprized  to  fee  him 
continue  firm  in  the  pofts  that  he  had  feized,  and 
ranged  his  little  army  to  receive  him. 

This  prince  placed  his  right  wing  at  faint  Qtien, 
upon  the  banks  ot  the  Seine,  which  put  it  out  of  dan- 
ger of  being  inclofed  on  that  fide.  The  lefr  was  pofted 
at  rfubervilliers  under  the  cover  of  a  large  fofTe,  which 
he  had  caufed  to  be  made,  and  which  proved  of  fer- 
vice  to  him,  and  himfelf  took  up  all  the  fpace  between 
thefe  two  bodies. 

After  fome  skirmi  flies,  the  engagement  begun  with 
a  difcharge  of  the  conneftable's  artillery.  Francis  fa 
Havgejl  lord  of  Genlis,  who  was  at  the  left  wing  of 
the  prince,  under  JlubcrJi! Hers,  and  the  moft  incom- 
moded with  the  artillery,  marched  with  de  Vardesy 
at  the  head  of  fbme  troops  of  horfe,  againft  a  body  of 
catholick  troops,  that  were  advancing  towards  them. 
Upon  this  occafion  there  was  a  fevere  encounter  with 
the  lances,  and  then  they  clofed  fword  and  piftol  in 
hand. 

1)e  Per.ies  finding  himfelf  clofe  prefled  by  the  troops 
of  horfe,  which  M.  de  CoJ/e,  who  had  the  command  of 
the  cavalry,  and  Armand  de  liiron,  marefchal  dc  camp 
detach'd  afrer  him,  retreated  fword  in  hand  to  the 
forte,  above-mentioned,  to  rally  his  men,  where  the 
catholicks  following  him  clofe  at  the  heels,  were  iropp'd 
by  a  terrible  fire,  which  the  harquebufiers,  under  cover 
of  the  foffe,  difcharged  upon  them,  and  deftroyed  a 
great  number  of  them.  Upon  this  Genlis  caufed  his 
cavalry  to  make  a  lane  5  for  according  to  the  memoirs 
of  the  marefchal  de  Tavannes,  in  which  this  battle  is 
defcribed,  the  cavalry  did  not  fbuadron  .-  By  this  lane 
he  ordered  fbme  other  harquebufiers  to  advance,  who, 
approaching  very  near  and  difcharging  their  pieces, 
cleared,  in  a  great  meafure,  the  line  of  the  catholick 
troopers ;  but  to  his  great  grief,  he  faw  the  royalifts 
advancing  direclly  to  the  fuburbs  of  Jlubervittiers  to 
inclofe  him. 

As  foon  as  the  admiral,  who  commanded  the  right 
at  faint  #«£;;,  faw  the  left  engaged,  he  fent  the 
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2>-  Prince  °*  Conde  word,  That  he  was  going  to  engage 
*  himfelf. 

He  caufed  all  his  harquebufiers  to  march  before 
him,  who  having  made  their  difcharge  very  leafonably, 
retired  in  good  order  behind  the  cavalry,  and  himfelf 
at  the  fame  inftant  falling  upon  the  horle  that  oppofed 
him,  and  was  difbrdered  by  the  fire,  overthrew  them, 
and  drove  them  to  the  village  of  Chapelle,  where  in 
their  flight,  they  fell  foul  upon  a  large  batallion  com- 
pos'd  of  the  'Parts  militia,  moft  of  which  took  to  their 
heels.  Upon  this  the  hugonots  began  to  cry  out  victory. 

At  the  fame  time  that  the  admiral  finifhed  the  defeat 
of  the  left  wing  of  the  catholick  army,  the  prince  of 
Conde  came  up  with  his  fingle  cavalry,  to  attack  the 
corps  de  bataille  in  flank,  which  was  diicovered  by  this 
defeat,  but  the  marefchai  de  Montmorenci ;,  penetrating 
the  prince's  defign,  moved  off  from  the  front,  and 
came  to  meet  him,  in  order  to  do  the  fame  by  him. 

The  prince  divided  his  troop  into  two  bodies, 
caufed  one  of  them  to  march  againft  the  marefchai, 
and  immediately  purfued  his  defign  with  the  reft. 

The  lofs  of  the  left  wing  had  already  fpread  a  terror 
in  the  corps  de  bataille,  and  the  prince  charged  them 
fb  furioufly,  that  with  a  handful  of  men  he  routed  them 
in  a  moment,  notwithftanding  all  the  conneftable's 
efforts  to  (lop  the  fugitives. 

This  lord  was  all  over  blood  with  feveral  wounds 
that  he  had  received  in  his  face  and  head,  and  though 
he  was  furrounded  on  all  fides,  he  defended  himfelf 
with  a  furprizing  vigour  for  his  great  age,  when  Rcbert 
Stuart,  clofing  in  with  him,  wounded  him  in  his  reins 
with  a  piftol-ftiot,  and  cauled  him  to  tumble  off  his 
horfe. 

This  new  accident,  that  happened  to  the  general, 
fb  amazed  the  corps  d§  bataille,  that  they  were  upon 
the  point  of  disbanding  intirely.  But  the  duke  d  All- 
male,  and  the  marefchai  CDamville,  running  to  their 


afliftance  with  fome  cavalry,  encouraged  the  Swiff]  by 
conjuring  them  to  remember  their  former  valour  5  and 
afluring  them,  that  the  right  wing  was  ftill  whole ; 


that  the  marefchai  de  Montmorenci  had  cut  in  pieces 
part  of  the  prince's  cavalry,  and  that  Chav'iRny  had 
renewed  the  battle  at  the  left  wing,  where  he  clofely 
prefled  Clermont  £  Ambotfe,  and  the  admiral.  This 

was 
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was  all  true  ;  and  the  admiral  had  no  other  thoughts, 
but  to  rally  his  men,  in  order  to  retreat  to  S.  IJenys 
by  the  help  of  the  night,  which  was  coming  on. 

The  prince  «f  Couje  himfelf  having  bit  a   great 
number  of  brave  fuldiers  out  of  his  little  troop,  was 
juit  ready  to  be  furrounded  by  the  marefchal  de  Mont-u*  fa 
morenci  :  For  this  reafbn,  having  quitted  his  horle,  fieur  d«  U 
which    was    wounded  in    feveral    places,    and   being  Nouc*- 
mounted  upon  another,  he   turned    the  bridle   for  S. 
1)eny^  without  being  purfued,  becaufe  the  marefchal 
de  Montmorenci  was  more  folicitous  to  favc  the  conne- 
ttable  his  father,  than  to  make  u(e  of  the  advantage 
that  he  had  in  his  hands  $  and  thus  ended  the  fight, 
which  laited  but  three  quarters  of  an  hour. 

As  the  reputation  of  having  the  viftory  was  to  both 
fides  of  almott  equal  importance  with  the  victory  it 
felf,  both  alcrib'd  the  honour  and  advantage  of  this 
aftion  to  rhemfelves.  There  was  enough  to  be  faid 
either  way  to  amufe  the  minds  of  iiich  as  were  di£ 
pofed  to  believe  what  was  told  them  of  thole  they  fa- 
voured. The  field  of  battle  was  left  to  the  catho- 
licks  :  but  the  defeat  of  their  left  wing,  and  their  corps 
de  bataille,  with  the  wounds  of  their  general,  who  was 
upon  the  point  of  being  taken  $  the  haughty  manner, 
in  which  the  prince  and  the  admiral  made  their  retreat, 
without  anyone's  daring  to  purfue  them  j  the  bold- 
nefs  which  the  prince  fhew'd  the  next  day,  in  drawing 
up  in  the  fame  ports,  having  been  rejoin'd  by  the 
forces  of  AAndelot  and  Montgomery,  who  arrived  at 
S.  2)enys  in  the  night ;  their  firing  the  village  of 
Chapelle,  without  any  one  perfon's  coming  from  'Paris 
to  repulfe  them  -7  all  this  redounded  greatly  to  the. 
honour  of  the  hugonot  troops  5  nor  can  it  be  denied 
but  that  the  prince  of  Conde  and  the  admiral  acquired 
great  glory  by  this  enterprise. 

After  all,  excepting  the  misfortune  of  the  connefta- 
ble,  the  lofs  of  the  calvinifts  was  much  more  confide- 
rable  than  that  of  the  catholicks,  not  in  number  in- 
deed, for  in  that  they  were  pretty  near  equal,  and 
not  many  more  than  three  hundred  men  on  either  fide  ; 
but  in  the  dignity  of  the  perfbns  they  loft.  InOead 
of  which,  the  catholicks  had  fcarce  any  man  of  di- 
ftin&ion  killed,  excepting  Francis  d*  Ognies  count  of 
Cbaunes.  and  Claude  de  Safiernay  count  of  jBovcbaze. 

the 
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A.  2).       The  condition  in  which  the  conneftable  found  him 

15-67.     felf,  by  realon  of  his   wounds,  was  the   caufe   of  the 

^^V^-'inaftion  of  the  catholick  army,  after  the   battle.     He 

died  three  days  after,  on  the  i2th  of  November,  aged, 

not  about  four/core,  as  moft  of  our  hiftorians   write, 

but  feventy-four,  as  it  is  expre/sly  laid  in  his  epiraph, 

which  I  have  ieen  in  the  veltry  of  the  church  of  Mont- 

mcrenci. 

This  was  equally  a  lofs  to  the  flate  and  to  religion  5 

for  he  was  a  iincere   lover  both   of  the  one  and  the 

other,  and  might  have  yet  been  ierviceable  to  them, 

though  more  lo  by  his  coun'el  and  the  authority  which 

he  had  acquired,  than  in  a  military  capacity,  where 

his  over-flowneft  hindred  him  from  giving   the  troops 

a  certain  vivacity  neceflary  to  conquer  in  battles.     He 

*Thebatthhad  aflifted  in  eight,    and   commanded  in    three*, 

^Q.^0^  which  were  none  of   them  luccelsful.     He   had  pre- 

ef  sToenys  fe^ed  tne  ftate  by  n^s  ^a?e  conduct  in  the   reign  of 

'  Francis  I.  when  Qwks  V.  made  a  defcent  upon  Tro- 

vence,  which  is  the  beft  thing  that  ever  he  did  in  the 

bufinefs  of  war. 

The  queen,  who  had  always  feared  him,  long  hated 
him,  and  never  loved  him,  look'd  upon  him,  at  the 
conjuncture  in  which  flic  loft  him,  as  a  neceflary  fup- 
port,  and  the  only  one  of  all  the  great  lords  of  the 
ftate,  upon  whofe  fidelity  and  wifdom  /he  could  de- 
pend for  the  management  of  the  war  in  which  /he 
found  herfelf  engaged.  All  the  reft  were  either  fuf- 
pefred  by  her,  or  had  not  a  liifficient  authority  over 
the  Ibldiery.  And  it  was  only  for  thefe  reafon.%  that 
the  tears  which  /he  fhed  at  the  conneftable's  bed-fide, 
were  fincere. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  prince  of  Cwide  beginning  to 
want  provifion  and  forage  in  the  parts  about  ^Paris^ 
decamped  on  the  i$th  of  November,,  and  having  fent 
fome  troops  to  Orleans,  which  Francis  de  la  Nolle  a 
.2?r#0«-gentleman,  furnamed  Iron-arm,  and  afterwards 
famous  in  the  civil  wars,  had  furprized  during  the 
blockade  of  'Paris,  he  took  the  road  for  Lorraine,  in 
order  to  go  and  join  a  numerous  body  of  Germans,  that 
were  coming  to  his  fuccour. 

D'Avila,l.<.     This  recruit  confifted  of  (even  rhoufand  Reifters  and 
Caltelnau5 UC/our  thoufand  Lanfquenets  under    the    command   of 
•hap. «. ' '  John  Cafimirt  fecond  fon  of  Frederic  III.  count  pala- 
tine. 
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tine*  who  was  the  firit  of  all  the  protellant  princes  that  A.  <D. 
introduced  calvinifm  in  Germany*  and  was  exceeding  15-67. 
zealous  for  that  left.  ^/V^-f 

The  Queen,  on  the  other  hand,  reinforced  the  army 
which  /he  had  at  Paris,  with  a  great  number  of  troops 
that  came  to  her  from  the  provinces,  and  John  William 
duke  of  Saxony*  one  of  the  youngeft  brothers  of  this 
houfe,  raifed  five  thoufand  Reifters  for  her  5  Ib  that 
France  was  expofed  anew,  as  in  the  former  civil  war, 
to  the  pillage  of  the  Germans  of  both  parties. 

There  remain'd  nothing  now  but  to  conftitute  a  ge- 
neral, by  making  a  new  conneftablej  but  it  was  not 
thought  proper  to  fill  this  great  place  j  and  to  take 
away  all  pretence  to  the  general  command  of  the 
army*  Henry  duke  <£  Anjoit*  who  was  fcarce  feventeen, 
but  was  at  that  time  a  prince  of  great  hopes,  was  made 
lieutenant  general  by  the  king  his  brother,  and  placed 
at  the  head  of  the  forces. 

The  king  afted  in  this  choice  contrary  to  his  incli- 
nation j  for  being  of  a  very  military  dilpofition  he 
would  have  commanded  the  army  in  perfon,  and  was 
always  very  jealous  of  the  honour  which  his  brother 
afterwards  acquired,  as  well  as  of  the  preference, 
which  he  knew  this  young  prince  had  in  the  queen's 
affeftion :  But  he  honoured  and  feared  her  greatly,  and 
forced  himfelf  to  fubmit  to  this  piece  of  complai- 
fance  for  her. 

Under  the  duke  of  Anjou  were  placed  the  duke  Memoir?*  de 
£  Aumale  and  the  marefchal  de  Cojje*  who  was  alfo 
ftiled  fhe  marefchal  de  Gonnor*  brother  of  the  late 
marefchal  de  Brrflac.  The  army  followed  clofe  after 
the  prince  of  Conde  towards  Lorraine*  and  the  gene- 
rals feemed  to  have  a  defign  to  engage  him  before  ho 
joined  the  Germans. 

A  favourable  opportunity  offered  for  this  purpole, 
near  Chalons  upon  Jtfc.rne,  in  *fatftuiry^  at  a  p'ace 
named  Now-'Pame  de  /'  Efyine.  But  they  did  not 
make  ufe  of  it,  an.1  the  pnnce  joined  the  G-;7#rf#  de  Cofli' 
forces  by  ePont~a-J[fo?[fTon.  Upon  this  occafion,  there 
arofe  a  preat  complaint  apainft  the  marefchal  deCftffe. 
His  condu^  was  very  unaccountable  :  for  it  was  in  his 
pnwer  to  hive  irade  an  intire  deP-.ir  of  the  prince's 
army.  However  it  is  certain,  that  he  was  not  the 

worfr 
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A.  'D.  worfc  received  for  it  at  his  teturn  from  the  campaign* 
tnat  ne  did  not  trouble  himfelf  to  juttify  it. 
tne  mean  c'me  tne  ciyil  war  broke  out  in  all  the 
provinces,  and  was  carried  on  with  various  fucceis. 
2)'  Affier  brother  to  the  duke  if  £7&£5,  at  the  head 
of  the  hugonots,  made  himfelf  matter  of  Nifmes  and 
Alontpellier.  The  advantages  of  the  faction  were 
more  ballanced  in  Provence  and  'Burgundy,  lerride, 
MovfalaiSy  and  the  younger  Tilladet^  colonel  of  the  re- 
giment of  Gafccgne,  utterly  defeated  'Ponfenac  in 
Auvergm,  who  with  five  thoufand  foot  and  five  hun- 
dred horfe,  which  he  commanded  there  for  the  prince 
of  Conde,  made  the  whole  country  tremble. 

Montltic  always  maintained  the  fuperiority  of  the 
catholicks  over  the  hugonot  party  in  Guyenm  and 
Gafccgne,  and  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  ifle  of  Re: 
But  the  world  had  their  eyes  chiefly  upon  the  two 
armies  encamped  upon  the  frontiers  of  Burgundy  and 
Ch&mfagm  $  where  both  fides  fuffered  fuch  inconveni- 
ences, as  nothing  but  the  rage  of  a  civil  war  could 
have  endured  in  fo  fevere  a  feafbn. 

The  prince  of  Conde  pafled  from  Burgundy  to 
SeatiJ/e^  and  as  he  was  fufpefted  of  defigning  to  re- 
turn to  the  parrs  about  'Paris,  the  king  recalled  the 
duke  of  Anjou  to  defend  the  capital. 

The  king  and  queen  refblved  to  hazard  nothing, 
and  to  fpin  out  the  time  in  hopes  that  the  prince  of 
Conde's  troops  would  disband  lor  want  of  pay.  But 
he  was  aware  of  their  defign,  and  to  prevent  the  Ger- 
mans from  continuing  idle  any  longer,  he  laid  fiege  to 
Popelimere,  Chartres,  promifing  them  either  the  plunder  of  the 
city,  or  a  battle,  if  the  royal  army  attempted  to  fuc- 
cour  it.  It  was  then  the  month  of  February. 

The  place  was  vigoroufly  defended  by  Lignieres^ 
knight  of  the  order,  and  captain  of  fifty  gendarmes. 
The  uncertainty  of  the  event,  which  according  as  it 
fliould  be  attended  with  fucceis  or  the  contrary,  would 
be  of  dangerous  confequence  to  one  fide  or  the  other, 
produced  a  negotiation. 

This  news  raifed  great  joy  in  the  prince  of  Conde's 
camp.  The  conferences  were  held  at  Lonjumeau* 
anc^  a  Peace  was  *°on  concluded.  The  chief  articles 
were  the  reftitution  of  the  towns  feized  by  the  hugo- 
nots,  the  departure  of  the  foreigners  out  of  the  king- 
dom, 
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dom,  and  the  confirmation  of  the  edict  of  pacifica- 
tion,  an.  1562-  without  any  of  the  interpretations  and 
qualifying  claufes,  that  had  been  added  to  it  by  that 
of  Roufftllon. 

The  king  was  obliged  to  disburfe  out  of  his  own 
treasury  the  pay  that  was  due  to  prince  Cafimir's  Ger- 
manSy  but  it  was  a  capital  point  to  lend  the  foreigners 
out  of  the  kingdom. 

The  prince  and  the  admiral  having  difmiiTed  their 
troops,  not  thinking  thcmlelves  fate  at  court,  withdrew, 
the  prince  tvNoye/  s  in  tnzAuxerrois,  and  the  admiral  to 
his  ettate  of  Chatillou  upon  Loirs,  and  from  hence  they 
took  care  to  keep  up  a  correlpondence  underhand  with, 
their  friends  in  France  and  foreign  countries,  in  cafe 
of  a  new  occafion  or  neceffity  to  relume  their  arms  ; 
and  it  was  not  long  before  they  did  refume  them. 
The  hugonots  in  their  manifeftoes  laid  the  blame  upon 
the  catholicks,  and  the  catholicks  in  like  manner  upon 
the  hugonots.  Among  other  things, the  hunonots  com- 
plained, that  the  edict  of  pacification  was  not  obferved 
in  thole  particulars  in  which  it  was  favourable  to  them, 
and  that  the  reilriclions  and  qualifications  of  that  ot" 
Roufflllo't  were  again  put  in  execution.  The  infracti- 
ons which  they  themlelves  made  upon  the  treaty  of 
Lon]wneeiu  were  much  more  vifible.  Montau^a»t 
Sancerre,  and  feverai  other  towns  of  g^nerci,  fr'ivsrais,  popei,-njere* 
'Dauphme  and  Ltwgueaoc,  r^mfed  to  iubmit  to  theitI4<" 
king's  authority,  contrary  to  the  main  article  of  the 
treaty. 

However,  this  fire,  which  was  ill  extinguidi'd,  had 
not  broke  out  again  fb  luddenly,  if  it  had  not  been 
for  an  undertaking,  which  would  have  ablolutely  con- 
founded the  hugonot  party,  if  it  had  fucceeded  :  but 
milcarrying,  it  brought  on  the  rum  of  the  king- 
dom, and  furnifhed  the  calviniiis  with  a  jpecious  pre- 
tence to  declare  in  all  places,  that  they  had  been  to. .  .1 
againft  their  will  to  have  recou»fr.  to  arms  in  their  own 
defence. 

Befides  the  council,  in  which  were  ordinarily  prefent 
the  princes  of  the  blood,  the  rainifters,  and  ibme 
others,  the  king  had  ere&ed  another  which  was  called 
the  cabinet-council,  to  which  were  admitted  only  cer- 
tain perform  in  whom  the  king  moft  confided.  Thefc 
were  the  duke  of  Anyji>  the  chancellor  dc  V  HopltaL 
VOL,  IV.  F  ' 
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A'  2).    Louis  fa  LanfflC)  Sebafiian  de  I'Anbefpine^  bifhop  of 
15-63.'.    Limoge,  Jobn  de  Morvilliers,  bifhop  of  Orleans,  Henry 

v/"*V*^  de  Mefue,  the  prefident  of  &Tfag«e,  and  f^illeroy,  the 
iecretary  of  ftate.  Here  they  deliberated  every  day 
upon  ways  and  means  to  fecure  the  repole  of  the  king- 
dom, which  they  law  every  moment  in  danger  of  re- 
lapfing  into  the  greateft  troubles. 

Having  well  confidered  every  thing,  they  concluded 
upon  the  projefl,  which  they  had  often  thought  of, 
and  propofed,  that  there  was  no  other  way  but  by 
feizing  the  heads  of  the  party,  that  is  to  lay,  the 
prince  of  Conde  and  the  admiral,  becaufe  if  they 
could  once  make  fure  of  their  peribns,  the  reft  would 
difperfe  of  themfelves.  and  leave  the  kingdom,  or  be 
fbon  fiipprefled.  The  difficulty  lay  in  the  execution  : 
for  they  were  both  very  watchful,  and  upon  their 
guard,  kept  a"n  attentive  eye  upon  all  the  fteps  of  the 
court,  and  had  their  (pies  every  where. 

The  troops  were,  upon  divers  pretences,  difpofed 
in  fuch  manner  as  made  it  difficult  for  them  to  elcape; 
and  the  conjuncture,  which  had  been  for  fome  time  ex- 
pected, arrived.  The  admiral,  who  had  always  avoid- 
ed meeting  with  the  prince  in  one  and  the  fame  place, 
was  come  to  make  him  a  vifit  at  Noyws,  upon  which 
it  was  an  eafier  matter  to  lay  hold  of  them  both  toge- 
ther in  the  fame  place,  than  to  befet  them  feparately  at 
the  fame  time  :  But  fbme  motions  of  the  troops  having 
given  them  a  fufpicion,  they  were  not  long  determining 
what  to  do.  For  they  ordered  two  hundred  horfe  to 
be  got  ready,  and  without  communicating  any  part 
of  their  defign  even  to  their  own  domefticks,  they 
fet  forward  in  the  night  time  on  the  25th  of  Allguft* 
took  the  road  for  Rochelle,  and  forded  the  river 
Loire. 

The  news  of  their  efcape  was  a  matter  of  the  great- 
eft  concern  imaginable  to  the  court.  The  queen  dif- 
chargcd  her  paffion  upon  the  chancellor  de  I'  Hopital, 
who,  fhe  fiippofed,  had  revealed  the  fecret  of  the 
council,  caufed  the  feals  to  be  taken  from  him,  which 
were  given  to  the  bifhop  of  Orleans,  and  he  had  or- 

Memoifes  de  ders  to  leave  the  court:  but  M.  dt'-l'a'vannes,  in  his 

Tdvanncs.     memoirs  of  the  life  of  his  father  the  marefchal  de  Ta- 
vamies,  does  not  fcruple  to  fay,  that  it  was  this  mare- 
fchal that  gave  the  prince  and  the  admiral  advice  of 
1  the 
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the  defign  that  was  laid  againll  them  5  that  having 
received  an  order  to  invert  Xoyers,  as  being  belt  ca- 
pacitated  for  fuch  an  undertaking,  becaufe  he  com- 
manded  in  Burgundy,  he  refuied  j  that  not  content 
with  difbbeymg  the  order  that  was  fent  him,  he  wrote 
letters  to  fome  of"  his  friends,  in  which  were  thefe 
words  $  Ll~Le  Jlcg  is  in  tie  net,  tic  game  is  rea.i'v  j  and 
purpofely  lent  the  courier  by  Ncyers,  who  was  ieized, 
as  he  was  well  fatisfied  he  would  $  and  that  by  means 
of  thofe  letters  the  prince  and  the  admiral  efcaped, 
and  pafTed  the  Loire  to  Sancerre. 

This  was  too  great  a  length  of  treachery ;  for  though 
he  refufed  to  obey,  which  was  no  extraordinary  practice 
at  that  time,  he  fhould  at  leafl  have  kept  the  iecret  of 
his  fbvereign:  but  it  was  then  a  common  method  with 
the  great  men  to  profcfs  one  thing,  and  pra£iife  ano- 
ther. 

The  alarm  being  fpread  among  the  hugonots  in  the 
provinces,  they  thought  it  time  to  provide  for  their1'14 
lecuritv.  The  cardinal  de  CLdrillou,  being  drefl'ed  in  a 
lea-man's  habit  went  aboard  a  barque,  that  carried 
him  to  Ei;glav4y  where  he  thought  he  might  be  fer- 
viceable  to  his  party,  and  a  great  number  of  the  no- 
bility went  to  join  the  prince  and  the  admiral  at  Ro- 
cbelie,  where  they  were  received  with  open  arms  on 
the  i9th  of  Nffnember.  This  city  was  afterwards  the 
bulwark  of  the  faction. 

The  queen  in  vain  Ipread  abroad  a  report,  that  this 
was  a  panicle  fear  of  the  prince  of  Cc-v.i?  and  the  ad- 
miral, a  contrived  pretence  for  renewing  the  war  3  no- 
body would  believe  he'r,  and  both  fides  made  prepara- 
tions, for  their  own  defence  and  to  attack  the  enemy. 

The  queen  of  Navarre  came  to  Rccl:dle  with  a  nu- 
merous force,  attended  wirh  the  young  prince  llc;ir\  her 
Ion;  and  it  was  not  long  before  the  prince  of  Conde 
had  a  ftrong  army  there.  It  was  reiolvcd  among  the 
heads  of  the  hugonots,  not  to  lofe  time  in  making  war 
Separately  from  each  other  in  the  provinces,  but  to  join 
together  in  one  fingle  body,  that  they  might  be  in  a 
condition  for  the  greateft  attempts. 

The  union  was'eafy  for  thofe  on  the  other  fide   the 

Ze/f£,  but  very  difficult  for  thofe  on  this  fide,  becaufe 

the  king  was  mafter  of  the  towns  and  all  the  bridges 

upon  this  river.     WAwldbt  undertook  this  dangerous 

F  2  coin- 
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commiffion,  and  performed  it,'  by  difcovering  a  ford  at 
the  time  wheu  he  was  upon  the  point  of  being  over- 
whelm'd  by  the  duke  of  Montpenfier. 

The  flowneis  of  the  court  in  lending  an  army  to  the 
other  fide  the  Loire,  gave  the  calvinifts  time  to  fortify 
themlelves  there,  and  carry  on  their  conquefts.  They 
made  themfelves  matters  of  Niorf,  Maille,  Fontenay- 
le-cointe,  S.  Maixanr^  Angouleme,  S.  John  d'  Angeli* 
Ijlaye,  'faillebourg,  and  ^ons:  But  the  fiege  of  this 
place,  which,  by  the  valour  of  the  lord  de  Vons,  delay'd 
the  hugonots  longer  than  they  had  expected,  was  the 
caule  of  a  considerable  lofs  to  their  party. 
Brantftme  Lotiis  de.  Crujjol  lord  of  Acier  carried  the  hugonot 
dansi'Ebje  forces  of  1)ai(pkme  and  'Provence  to  the  prince  of 
de  MOUWUS.  Covde.  He  pafled  the  Rhone  at  S.  <Pyraut,  and  at 
£an  jtir  Stats,  and  arrived  at  Alais  in  the  Cevennes ; 
where  having  taken  a  review  of  his  men,  he  found 
himfclf  twelve  thoufand  foot  flrong:  he  had  alfb 
fome  cavalry.  This  army  increafedin  the  march 5  and 
upon  their  arrival  at  guercy^  were  found  to  amount 
to  eighteen  thoufand  foot  and  {"even  hundred  horfe. 

The  duke  de  Montpenfier,  at  the  head  of  a  large 
detachment  of  the  catholick  army,  was  advanced  on 
the  other  fide  the  Loire,  being  loon  to  be  followed  by 
thf  duke  of  Anjou  uith  the  refj.  He  march'd  to  pre- 
vent £  ^tier's  joining  the  prince  of  Cotide  5  and  ap- 
proach'd  very  near  him  at  'Perigttetl*. 

Fou^r  thoufand  harquebufiers  of  ti'  Acier's  army  were 
encamped  at  Afenfgnac  at  a  great  d  Glance  from  d1 ^tier's 
camp,  under  the  command  of  Jdcnvans  and  captain 
tpierre-Gonrde.  The  duke  de  Montptirifkr  formed  a 
defign  of  forcing  them.  The  earl  Je  jBriJJhc  had  the 
care  of  this  expedition,  and  acquitted  himfelf  in  it 
with  much  conduct. 

He  found  them  ftrongly  intrenched,  and  made  as  if 
he  was  drawing  off,  foreleeing  that,  upon  his  retreat, 
Mtfwans  a-nd  ^Pierre-Gourde  would  "nj-c'i  to  join 
the  body  of  the  army  for  fear  of  being  intercepted 
at  this  village  by  the  catholick  troops. 

He  was  in  the  right  of  ir.    Theie  two  captains  de- 

Popeuuere,  camped  upon  advice  of  his  continuing  his  marc'u   for 

'Perigueitx :  but  as  ibon  as  he  knew  they  were  in  the 

plain,  he  turned  head  with  all  his  cavalry,  and  c^arg- 

cd  them  with  fo  much  vigour,  that  he  defeated  them. 

The 
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The  two  captains  were  killed,  two  thoufand  of  their  A,  2). 
men  fell  upon  the  fpot,  and  feveral  others  were  knock'd     1/68. 
on  the  head  by  the  peafants.  UriJJac  entred  Teriguetix  ^TV^ 
with  eighteen  enfigns  that  he  had  taken,  having  loft 
but  about  a  hundred  men  in  the  fight. 

fZ)J  Acier  hearing  of  this  difafter,  went  to  join  the 
prince  of  Cbw./tf,  who  was  marching  towards  him,  hav- 
ing firft  taken  Tons.  The  duke  4e  Montfenfier  returned  ' 
to  'Poitou  to  attend  the  coming  of  the  duke  of  Anjou* 
who  arrived  fbon  after. 

The  two  armies  approached  each  other,  and  it  was 
not  doubted  but  they  would  fbon  proceed  to  a  general 
action.  The  prince  of  Conde  fought  all  opportunities 
for  it.  But  feveral  accidents,  which  prevented  the  de- 
feat, fometimes  on  one  fide,  and  fbmetiines  on  the 
other,  caufed  the  whole  to  determine  in  fome  great 
skirmimes.  The  moft  confiderable  happened  at  the 
camp  of  jfaffenmilt  where  the  duke  of  Anjou  was 
encamped,  and  whither  the  prince  of  Conde  and  the 
admiral  marched  to  attack  him  j  but  a  great  mift  ari- 
fing,  caufed  the  prince  to  lofe  his  way,  and  he  joined 
the  admiral  too  late  to  begin  the  attack. 

The  day  following  the  royal  army  decamped  firft 
and  marched  to  'Poitiers.  Some  days  after,  they 
came  to  Lottdun  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  hugonot 
army.  They  drew  up  in  battalia  on  both  fides,  in 
order  to  engage,  but  the  fields  were  fo  flippery  with 
the  froft,  tliat  not  only  the  horfe,  but  the  foot  alfo, 
were  unable  to  keep  their  feet,  befides  that  neither  of 
the  generals  would  lofe  the  advantage  of  their  •  pofts. 
Thus  the  wholetdefign  ended  in  skirmifhes,  as  it  had 
done  at  Jaffeneuil. 

The  duke  of  Aniou  was  neverthelefs  the  firft  in  de- 
camping,  and  withdrew  tQCbinon,  porting  himlelf  be- 
hind the  river  of  T'ieune.  At  length  the  rigour  of  the 
feafon  obliged  the  prince  of  Conde  to  divide  his  army, 
and  take  up  his  quarters  in  the  cities  of  'Poitwi,  vi  here- 
of he  was  mafter. 

All  his  concern,  during  the  winter  feafon,  was  to 
find  lubfiltance  for  his  foldiers,  and  to  procure  fuccours 
from  foreign  princes.  He  could  meet  with  no  better 
expedient  for  getting  money,  than  by  felling  the 
church  eftates  of  the  countries  that  he  had  feized.  Sa 
he  fet  them  to  fale  j  and  himfelf,  the  queen  of  Na- 
F  3  f, 
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A.  2).  varre,  the  admiral,  WAttdelot,  and  the  earl  k  la  Ro- 
ckefc'iicaut  engaged  their  whole  revenues  for  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  buyers.  By  this  means  they  railed  large 
fums.  Befides  this  the  people  of  Rcchelle  made  the 
prince  of  Conde  a  prelenc  of  iixty  thouiand  crowns, 
and  promiled  to  erecl  magazines  by  the  help  of  their 
•  privateers,  which  fcoured  the  lea  in  great  numbers,  and 
pillaged  all  the  catholick  merchants,  of  what  nation 
Jbever  they  were. 

As  to  the  foreign  fuccours  the  prince  always  depen- 
ded much  upon  the  queen  of  England,  whole  intenti- 
ons he  knew  to  be  favourable   to    his  pany,  and   who 
might  eafily  affift  him  after  he  was  become  mailer  of 
Rochelle,     Nor  was   he   miilaken :   for   this  princefs 
afforded  him  all  manner  of  fupport  afterwards.     She 
Camdcn  vie  began  at  that  time  with  fending  him  an  hundred  thou- 
d'Elizabeth    land  angels  of  gold,   cannon,  and  military   ammuniti- 
adAn,is68,on>  which  were  the  things  he  flood  moft  in  need  of  j 

for  he  had  troops  enough. 

Caftelnau,!./.  The  prince  had  recourfe'alfo  to  the  proteftant  princes , 
chap.  6. '  of  Germany  as  in  the  laft  wars.  He  made  a  great  ad- 
vantage in  this  refpecl  of  a  ftep  that  the  king  had 
taken^  as  foon  as  the  hugonots  had  renewed  the  war. 
He  had  publi/hed  an  edicl  by  which  he  revoked  all 
thofe  that  had  been  made  'till  then,  in  favour  of  the 
hugonots.  prohibited  the  exercife  of  all  other  religi- 
ons but  the  catholick,  in  his  kingdom,  and  comman- 
ded all  the  minifters  of  the  new  gofpel  to  depart  all 
his  dominions  j  and  fifteen  days  after,  he  published 
another  at  'Paris,  by  which  he  fufpended  all  officers 
«  profeffing  calvinifrn. 

Thefe  edicls  could  not  fail  of  caufing  the  hugonots 
to  revolt :  but  the  queen  feeing  no  hopes  of  containing 
them,  defigned  by  this  means  to  engage  the  catholicks 
in  her  intereft,  to  encourage  them  by  the  motive  of 
religion  to  Sacrifice  all  for  the  defence  of  their  fove- 
reign,  whofc  interefts  were  fo  clolely  link'cl  with  thofe 
of  the  church,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  re-eftablifh  her 
reputation  in  the  courts  of  the  catholick  princes,-  where 
it  had  been  very  much  impaired  by  the  favour  fhe 
had  fhewn  the  hereticks  during  the  king's  minority. 

The  prince  of  Conde  did  not  fail  to 'make  his  ad- 
vantage of  thefe  new  edicts  to  obtain  the  fuccours  that 
h •••  demanded  of  the  proteftant  princes  of  Germany,  by 
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rcprefenting  to  them,  that  the  king's  defign  was  at  laft 
unmask 'd,  and  that  it  was  evident  that  ail  that  had 
been  done  to  that  time,  was  only  with  a  viewtoopprefs 
the  followers  of  the  new  reformation.  Upon  this, 
Wolfing,  William  of  Bavaria,  duke  of  %)euxj>ontsy 
one  of  the  moll  zealous  proteftants  in  Germany,  made 
preparations  for  railing  an  army ;  but  did  not  enter 
upon  his  march  'till  the  year  following. 

The  hugonots  were  alfb  in  hopes  of  great  things 
from  the  prince  of  Orange,  who  had  already  fee  u£ 
the  ftandard  of  revolt  againft  the  king  of  Spai;:. 
His  firft  efforts  met  with  bad  luccefs  by  the  prudence 
of  the  duke  of  Mvay  who  prevented  his  making  any 
attempt  in  the  Loic-Countries ,  and  obliged  him  to  de- 
part with  the  army  which  he  bad  brought  thither  ~7 
but  fuch  was  the  difaffe£rion  of  the  people  there,  that 
it  was  difficult  to  prevent  a  civil  war  from  foon  break- 
ing our. 

In  this  pofture  flood  the  affairs  of  France  at  the 
end  of  fin.  1568-  At  that  time  the  queen  made  Ibrne 
propofals  for  an  accommodation  to  the  prince  of 
Con  de  5  but  the  enterprize  of  Noyers  had  rivetted  too 
great  a  fufpicion  in  his  mind  to  permit  him  to  give 
any  ear  to  them. 

Several  imall  expeditions  pafled  on  both  fides,  du- 
ring the  winter  3  the  moft  remarkable  of  which,  was 
the  fiege  of  Sanccrre,  a  little  town  upon  the  brow  of 
a  hill  at  the  extremity  of  Bern'. 

Martineagae  governor  of  Gien,  dy  EnPragites  go- 
vernor of  Orleans,  and  la  ClMre  bailiff  of  "Berry \ 
drew  together  three  thoufand  foot  and  Ibme  cavalry 
with  five  pieces  of  artillery,  to  go  and  attack  this  pal- 
try town,  concluding  that  it  would  immediately  fur- 
render  upon  fight  of  the  cannon;  but  the  civil  war 
and  the  infatuation  of  herei'y  itemed  to  infpire  fury, 
and  render  the  greatcft  cowards  capable  of  the  laft  de- 
gree of  ramneft. 

For  want  of  foldiers,  military  officers   ar.d  gentle- pop£|;nj 
men  to  defend  them,  the  inhabitants  placed   at  theirJ.n 
head  a  lawyer  named   Joanneaii^  and  two  other  per- 
fbns  called  la  J-leiir  and  Laurent.      They  had  but 
three  hundred  men  that  were  capable  of  affilting  thom, 
being  partly  citizens,  and  partly  refugees  from   the 
catholick    towns,   and  badly  armed  :    however,  they 
F  4 
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A-  2).    a&ed  with  f°  much  bravery  and  conduct,    that  after 
j  J-6p.'    having  tultain'd  two  aflaults,  and  killed  five  hundred  ot 
^,/^y^jthe  beftegers,  they  obliged  them  to  break  up  on  the 
firft  of  February,  after  a  liege  of  above  five  weeks. 

The  king,  who  formed  a  defign  of  engaging  the 
prinde  ot  Conde  in  battle,  before  he  could  be  join'd  by 
the  Gerr/iin  fuccpurs,  ordered  the  duke  of  Anjou  to 
enter  the  field  betimes,  and  the  army  marched  for 
ArigcvMcis  about  the  end  of  February.  He  ieized 
Ooatec.i'.neuf  upon  the  river  Cbf.rente,  and  marched 
from  thence  to  CoigKdc,  where  the  prince  of  Comie  had 
his  general  quarters,  in  order  to  offer  him  battle. 

The  prince,  who  defign'd  to  rvpalrtolaCfoarite  upon 
the  Loire,    where  he  had  given  the  rendezvous  to  the 
duke  of  Z)etix-fc?;fs  and  the  Gennan  army,  contented 
himfeif  with  appearing  on  the  other  fide  the  Charente. 
Mcmoirci  de     This  determined  the  duke  of  An'jou   to  return   to 
T»vinnfs.     Qbateaunevf,   where,  during    his  march  to  Coignac, 
.*he  fieurs  delffivdt^t'xaA  de  Sirou  had  caufed  an 
&   arch  of  the  ftone  bridge,    which    the  hugonots  had 
s'deb"  ^ro^en  ^own>  to  be  rebuilt,   and  the  materials  to  be 
Noue.  C      fecretly  prepared  for  building  a  wooden   bridge,   to 
pafs  the  army  over  it. 

The  prince  of  Conde  and  the  admiral  advanced  op- 
pofite  to  Cbciicannenf,  where  fome  skirmifhes  paf- 
led:  but  within  an  hour's  time  the  prince  withdrew 
his  troops  along  the  river  to  Jarnac  and  the  village  of 
Saflac.  They  left  two  regiments  of  infantry  and 
eight  hundred  horfe  a  quarter  of  a  league  from  Cka- 
teauneiif,  with  orders  for  the  commanders  to  give 
them  notice,  if  the  enemy  fhould  attempt  the  paf- 
fage.  The  admiral  retired  to  ffq(/ac  ,  a.  league  from 
Cbateatineuf,  and  the  prince  of  CovJc  to 
which  was  icmewhat  farther  diftant. 

The  troops  which  they  had  left  at 
finding  themfelvesin  bad  quarter,  removed  and  ipread 
themfelves  in  the  villages  5  and  in  the  mean  time. 
the  bridge  of  wood,  and  boats,  the  materials  of  which 
were  ready  to  piir  together,  was  fbon  made,  and  the 
duke  of  Anjozt  pa-Ted  over  with  all  his  army. 

Some  fcouts,  belonging  to  the  admiral,  coming  up 
tnither  early  in  the  morning,  found  altrroft  the  whole 
army  marched  over,  and  brought  him  the  news  of  it, 
to  hi?  great  furprize  Upon  tnh  he  immediately  fent 

orders 
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orders  to  the  troops,  which  were  quarter'd  at  a  great   jj  cj 
diftance,  to  come  and  join  him  at  SaJ/ac,  where  he       ' 
had  only  the  van  5  and  his  defign  was  to  retreat,  if 
they  came  up  ibon  enough  j  but  that  was  more   man 
they  could  do,  and  in  the  mean  time  the  duke  of 
Anjou  drew  near  to  Bttjjac^nh  alrnoft  all  his  army,  fo 
that  the  admiral  plainly  fawthe  battle  was  inevitable. 

He  thought  of  nothing  more  but  making  his  ad- 
vantage of  the  fituation,  which  lay  very  convenient 
for  him.  Before  the  duke  came  at  him,  he  was 
obliged  to  crofs  two  rivers,  which  he  could  not  get 
over  without  great  difficulty.  The  admiral  lined  them 
with  a  gteat  number  of  harquebufiers,  and  drew  up 
in  order  of  battle  behind. 

The  vi  (count  tie  Martigues  began  the  fight,  by 
charging  the  regiment  of  horfe  of  ^Puivant^  which 
came  out  tfVibrac,  to  go  and  join  the  hugonot  army  ; 
He  broke  through  it,  and  had  entirely  cut  it  to  pieces, 
if  the  captains  la  None,  and  la  Loue,  had  not  been 
at  hand  to  fuccour  it  $  after  which  they  retreated  in  a 
body,  by  the  help  of  a  thoufand  harquebufiers  whom 
the  admiral  caufed  to  advance  to  fupport  them. 

Immediately  the  duke  of  Aiijcu  detach'd  the  count 
de  Brijjac  to  force  the  fir  ft  river,  where  the  engage- 
ment was  very  rough,  and  the  fire  of  the  harquebu- 
fiers exceeding  great.  2)'  Andtht,  la,  Noue,  and 
la  Loue,  came  up  to  repuife  the  count  ;  but  he  routed 
them,  forced  the  paCTage,  and  took,  the  two  captains 
prif  oners. 

The  admiral  prefented  with  a  body  of  cavalry, 
not  to  engage,  becaufe  he  faw  Srijffac  too  well  fup- 
ported,  but  only  to  give  the  harquebufiers  time  to  re- 
treat, and  gain  the  other  river,  and  the  fide  of  a 
pond  that  he  had  behind  him,  where  the  reft  of  the 
hugonot  van  was  ported,  being  lefs  ambitious  of  con- 
queft,  than  follicitous  to  fuftain  as  little  lofs  as 
poffible. 

The  duke  de  Montpenfier  having  caufed  the  van, 
which  he  commanded,  to  pafs  the  river,  "Briffac,  to 
whom  the  duke  of  Guife  had  join'd  himfelf,  pufh'd 
his  point,  and  gained  the  village  of  S 'a/fee. 

Two  hundred  foot  were  detach'd  forward  5  but 
the  admiral  and  W dndelot  met,  charged,  and  diffi- 
pated  them. . 

The 
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A.  2).  The  defeat  of  this  detachment  was  followed  with 
i  r6o.  the  rout  of  the  other  Ibldiers,  that  had  made  them 
felves  mafters  ofj&ajfitc,  and  the  duke  of  Guife,  and 
Brffic  had  run  a  great  risk,  if,  upon  their  coming 
out  of  the  village,  they  had  not  been  fupported  by 
twelve  hundred  harquebufiers,  who  had  at  firft  follow- 
ed them  only  at  a  diitance,  and  by  the  reifters  of  the 
Rjhwgra<uet  which  M.  de  ^avamies,  perceiving  the 
diforder  they  were  in,  very  ieafbnably  caufed  to 
advance. 

In  the  mean  time  the  duke  of  Anjou  ordered  fbme 
pieces  of  artillery  to  be  brought  forward,  with  in- 
tent to  drive  away  the  harquebufiers,  who  were  be- 
hind the  ranks  to  guard  the  paflage  of  the  fecond 
river.  The  duke  of  Montpenfier,  after  fome  volleys 
of  cannon,  attack'd  them  :  but  the  admiral  ran  to 
their  affittance,  and  with  fb  much  more  affurance, 
as  he  faw  himfelf  upon  the  point  of  being  fupported 
by  the  prince  of  Con.ie. 

This  prince,  when  the  fight  began,  was  already 
within  half  a  league  on  the  other  fide  of  'Baffac^ 
making  a  retreat,  and  fuppofing  that  the  admiral,  as 
they  had  agreed,  was  following  him  :  but  that  lord 
having  been  obliged,  againft  his  will,  to  refift  the 
van  of  the  catholick  army,  the  prince  was  forced  to 
return  back  again. 

He  underftood,  that  the  ftrefs  lay  upon  the  right 
of  the  royal  army,  and  marched  up  thither  with  the 
cavalry  of  his  corps  de  bataille.  He  fell  on  with 
fury  upon  the  fquadrons  of  the  duke  of  Gnife,  of  Mar- 
tigties  and  la  Vc.lette^  and  defeated  them.  He  charged 
the  duke  de  Montpenfier*  and  the  dauphin  ot  Au- 
vergne  his  fon,  who  flood  their  ground,  and  gave  the 
duke  of  Anjou  time  to  come  up,  to  overwhelm  the 
prince  of  Conde  with  his  numbers,  and  finifh  the 
defeat. 

Upon  the  occafion  before  us  peri  fried  this  valiant 
and  unfortunate  prince.  He  was  di  (mounted,  and 
unable  to  recover  himfelf :  but,  perceiving  the  fieur 
d'  ArgencC)  he  called  him,  and  furrendred  himfelf  to 
him.  The  baron  dc  Mwtefqiimi  coming  up  the  next 
moment,  and  demanding  who  he  was,  they  told  him 
it  was  the  prince  of  Conde^  who  was  wounded  and 
taken.  Kill  himt  kill  him%  cries  he  with  an  oath, 

and 
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and  upon  that  he  ihot  him  through  the  head  with  a 
piflol. 

All  the  army  look'd  upon  this  aftion  as  a  horrid 
piece  of  brutality  :  but  'Brantome  aflures  us,  that  feve- 
ral  of  thole,  that  had  the  freeft  acceis  to  the  cluke 
of  sfujottj  had  orders  not  to  let  the  prince  eicape,  if  conde. 
occasion  offer'd,  and  this  was  owing  to  the  hatred  he 
had  conceiv'd  againft  him  upon  account  of  the  enter- 
prize  of  Monceaux,  and  fbme  other  perfonal  caufes  of 
dillike.  He  was  a  prince  that  yielded  to  no  body  for 
valour,  wifdom,  and  contrivance,  who  had  fignalized 
himfelf  upon  a  thoufand  occaficns  ;  in  fiedrmoitf,  at 
the  battle  of  S.  £iiintin,  at  the  (leges  of  Calais,  'fhi- 
cvviMe,  and  Havre,  and  at-  the  defenfe  oi  Metz> 
againtt  the  emperor  Ckarles  V.  but  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  die  in  arms  againft  his  king,  and  in  the  pro- 
feffton  of  herefy. 

The  duke  of  Anjou  purfued  the  fugitives  for  the 
fpace  of  two  leagues,  and  turn'd  to  Jarnac,  to  feize 
//'  Acitr,  who  was  juil  arrived  there  with  three  thou- 
land  harquebufiers  :  but  d?  Acier  did  not  ftay  for  him, 
and  withdrew  to  Coignac. 

It  is  fiirprizing,  that  in  fo  obftinare  a  fight  as  this, 
which  latled  from  eleven  in  the  morning  to  five  at 
night,  there  perifhed  according  to  the  hiftorians,  who 
Icem  to  have  been  well  inftructed,  but  four  hundred 
of  the  hugonots,  and  about  two  hundred  of  the  ca- 
tholickf:.  It  is  very  probable,  that  thole  of  the  ho- 
gonots,  who  were  killed  in  the  purfuir,  are  not  in- 
cluded in  the  number,  and  among  theie  were  near 
one  hundred  hugonot  gentlemen.  Many  officers  alfo 
of  consideration  were  taken  pri  Toners.  The  catho- 
licky,  in  like  manner,  loft  feveral  gentlemen,  and  had 
a  great  number  wounded.  This  battle  had  the  name 
of  the  battle  of  Jaruac  or  Saffac,  the  places  where 
the  greateft  efforts  were  made.  It  was  upon  the 
thirteenth  of  March  that  this  defeat  happened  to  the 
hugonots. 

The  death  of  the  prince  of  Conde  would  have  been 
a  mortal  blow  to  the  calvinift  party,  which  leem'd  to 
owe  its  being  fo  well  fupported  to  that  time,  to  no- 
thing but  the  having  a  prince  of  the  blood  at  their 
head,  and  a  prince  of  fuch  a  character,  as  was  he  that 
they  had  juil  loft  :  but  the  admiral  was  flrongly  qua- 
lified 
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.  (D.  lified  for  an  after-gaine,  and  never  confounded  with 
6.  the  greateft  misfortunes.  He  threw  the  greateft  part 
of  his  infantry,  which  had  iuffer'd  but  little  in  the 
battle,  into  the  places  that  were  moft  -expo fed,  and 
fet  brave  commanders  over  them.  His  cavalry  was 
ftill  four  thouiand  ftrong,  and  he  gave  a  rendezvous 
to  the  principal  heads  at  lonna-cbarente,  whither  the 
queen  of  Navarre  repaired  alto,  with  her  fon  Henry 

Pepeliniere  prince  of  Searn,  aged  16  years,  and  prince  Henry 
fon  of  the  late  prince  ofCon.de,  aged  leventeen. 

D"Avila.L4.  The  queen  of  Navarre  made  a  fpeech  in  the  coun- 
cil, not  like  a  woman  difmayed  at  the  apprehen- 
lions  of  danger,  but  like  a  heroine,  and  by  her  dif- 
courfe,  revived  the  courage  of  feveral  that  thought  of 
retreating,  or  receiving  fiich  conditions  as  the  victori- 
ous prince  mould  think  fit  to  impofe  upon  them.  It 
was  refolved,  that  the  war  fhould  be  continued,  and 
accordingly  it  was  declared  at  the  head  of  the  forces, 
where  the  aft  wa-s  read,  by  which  the  prince  of  Seam 
was  made  head  of  the  calvinift  party  5  and  every  one 
took  an  oath  not  to  defert  him,  till  they  had  ob- 
tain'd  a  fure  and  honourable  peace.  The  queen  of 
Navarre,  as  a  proof  of  her  relblution,  and  that  of  her 
Ion,  caufed  a  golden  medal  to  be  (truck  at  that  time, 
on  one  fide  of  which  was  her  figure,  and  on  the 
other  that  of  her  fon  Henry,  with  this  infcription  : 

PAX     C  E  R  T  A,  V  I  C  TOR  I,  A    I  N  T  E  G  R  A,  M  O  RS 

D'Avih  i.  4.  HONESTA.  Certain  'Peace,  comfleat  Vittary,  honour- 
able 2)eath. 

Memoircsde  In  the  mean  time  the  duke  of  An]ou,  who  had  ac- 
Tavannes.  quired  a  great  deal  of  reputation  at  the  battle,  where 
he  had  very  much  expofed  himfelf,  and  had  an  horfe 
killed  under  him,  was  thinking  of  making  his  advantage 
of  the  victory  $  but  the  delay  of  the  great  artillery,  that 
was  fent  him  from  the  arfenal  of  3>arist  incapacitate^ 
him  for  attacking  any  fortified  town. 

All  that  he  couM  do,  was,  to  fend  the  count  de 
SriJptCt  with  fome  field-pieces,  to  ftorm  Mucidan,  a 
fmall  town  of  'Pcrigord,  which  was  taken,  but  at  the 
expence  of  this  brave  count's  life, -who  was  killed,  toge- 
ther with  the  vifcount  de  'Pompadour,  being  both  ftiot 
through  the  head  with  a  musket ;  nor  wou'd  this 
prize  have  maJe  the  royal  party  amends  for  the  lofs 
of  thefe  two  lords,  if  it  had  not  befides  Broken  the 

defign 
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defign  which  the  vifcount  de  Sounimel  had  form'd  of    ^  rp 
joining  the  admiral  with  the  troops  of  Larguedoc.  I.^    ' 

The  admiral  made  tome  motions,  as  if  he  defign'd 
to  lleer  for  this  province,  and  the  duke  of  Anjou  was 
in  hopes  that  his  intention  was  real,  to  the  end  that 
he  might  follow  him,  and  endeavour  to  charge  him 
at  the  paflage  of  the  Garonne*  if  he  could  not  come 
up  with  him  ibonen  But  while  both  armies  kept  each 
other  thus  at  a  bay  in  Xaintonge  and  'Perigord*  ano- 
ther affair  gave  the  court  a  great  deal  of  uneafinefs. 
This  affair  was  the  duke  of  iDeux-cPont's  army,  who 
was  advancing  at  the  head  of  fix  thoufand  Reifters, 
and  five  thoufand  Lanfqucnets,  to  luccour  the  hago- 
nots  of  France. 

It  had  been  look'd  upon  as  a  matter  of  the  greateft 
importance,  to  hinder  the  Germans  from  entring  the 
kingdom.  The  duke  d"  Aumale  had  been  fent  for 
this  purpofe  to  the  frontiers,  where  he  had  drawn  to- 
gether as  great  a  force  as  he  could  get,  had  been 
join'd  by  fix  thoufand  Jsw/J,  and  by  the  baron  aet 
AdretZ)  -who  was  then  of  the  king's  party,  and  had 
brought  him  feventeen  enfigns  that  he  had  raifed  in 
'Dauphine.  The  king,  to  be  the  readier  at  hand  to 
give  orders,  was  gone  to  Metz  with  the  queen,  where 
hV  received,  with  great  joy,  the  news  of  the  victory  1. 
of  Jarvac. 

The  duke  of  'Deux-'Pwzts  had  march'd  through 
Montbeliard,  and  Franche~Comte->  and  had  been  joined 
by  the  prince  of  Orange,  who  fold  him  part  of  the 
troops  that  he  had  carried  in  vain  to  the  Low-Coun- 
tries, and  retained  only  twelve  hundred  horfe,  with 
whom  he  followed  this  German  prince,  having  his 
two  brothers,  He/try  and  Lewis  of  NaJJau  with  him. 
They  found  Movy,  the  marquis  de  Rens/,  and  fome 
other  French  gentlemen  upon  the  road,'  who  were  of 
no  little  fervice  to  them,  whether  we  confider  the 
reinforcement  of  two  thoufand  men,  which  they 
brought  along  with  them,  or  their  conducting  their 
army  through  the  moft  commodious  paCTages  in  the 
kingdom. 

The  duke  £  Awnale  having  kept  pace  with  them 
for  fbme  rme  in  Francbe-Comte,  returned  to  the  fron- 
tiers of  "Burgundy^  to  defend  that  duchy.  The  duke 
4e  Nemonrs  had  lately  been  affociated  with  him  in 
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A.  25.  the  command,  which  unhappily  raifed  a  jealoufy  be- 
15-69.  tween  them,  that  made  them  lofe  feveral  favourable 
opportunities  of  beating  the  enemy,  and  was  the  caufe 
that  the  duke  of  c2)eux-'Poi2t$  pafled  the  Saone 
without  ftriking  a  ftroke. 
Brantome  This  news  extremely  provoked  the  king,  j[b  that  he 
cou'^  not  f°rbear  reproaching  the  queen,  who,  not- 
withftanding  the  initances  that  had  been  made  to  her 
to  /ufFer  him  to  go  and  command  the  army  in  perfbn, 
could  never  be  brought  to  confent  to  it.  But  the  mil- 
chief  was  irrecoverable,  and  the  only  comfort  that  was 
left,  was  the  hopes  they  were  in  of  preventing  the 
duke  of  tDenx-'Ponts  pafling  the  river  Loire,  which 
indeed  was  the  greateit  difficulty  he  had  to  conquer 
in  his  attempt  to  join  the  admiral. 

He  crofs'd  'Btirgiindy  through  the  Auxerrois,  being 
always  attended  and  harafled  by  the  French  army,  and 
took  to  the  left  towards  la  Charite.  Here  the  duke 
il*  Aumale  who  commanded  alone,  becaufe  the  duke 
de  Nemours  was  fallen  ill,  left  off  to  purfue  the  Ger- 
manSy  and  march'd  with  great  expedition  to  crofs  the 
Loire  at  Gient  and  meet  the  duke  of  AnyM,  who 
was  approaching.  He  depended  upon  it,  that  the 
paflages  of  rhis  river  being  well  guarded,  the  Ger- 
mans could  not  pals  it,  without  forcing  fome  town  j 
and  that  having  little  elfe  but  field-pieces,  confjder- 
ing  the  little  refolution  of  the  commanders,  they 
would  give  the  duke  of^joz/,  and  himfelf,  time  to 
come  to  their  aififtance  $  that  after  the  arrival  of  the 
duke  of  Anjoti,  it  would  be  impoffible  for  them  to 
pafs,  and  the  army  being  already  greatly  fatigued,  by 
long  marches,  would  fall  ofitfelf,  and  peri fli. 

This  reafoning  was  very  jutt  5  but  in  the  affairs  of 
war,  an  accident  fomerimes  ruins  the  mod  prudent  and 
well-contrived  projects  :  fuch  an  one  happened  here, 
which  the  duke  d'  Aumale  cou'd  not  forefe*. 

Gnerchi  had  been  taken  prifoner  at  the  battle  of 
rfarnaC)  and  iet  at  liberty  by  the  duke  of  Anjoif^  to 
the  great  prejudice  of  the  catholick  party,  at  the  in- 
treaty  of  one  of  this  gentleman's  kinfmen.  His  eftate 
lay  round  la  Charite>  and  he  was  perfectly  acquainted 
with  all  the  parts  thereabouts.  The  admiral  thought 
him  a  proper  perfon  to  give  the  duke  of  tDuke-Twts 
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fbme  light  under  the  difficulty  he  was  reduced  to,  and 
accordingly  lent  him  to  him. 

The  duke  was  inform'd  by  him,  that  the  river  was 
fordable  at'Pw////7,two  leagues  from  la  Chanty  and  laid  Memoires  de 
hold  of  the  opportunity  to  pafs  over  fome  troops  and  f^1^ 
culverines,   and  attacked  the  town,  which,  through  the  Popeliniere 
cowardice  or  treachery  cf  the  governour,  whole  name'-  l6- 
I  cannot  meet  with,  was  furrender'd,  after  being  at- 
tack'd  for  Ibme  days,  on  the  twentieth  of  May. 

The  taking  aftaCbarire,  which  open'4  the  Germans  Caftelnau.L?. 
a  paflage  into  the  countries  on  the  other  fide  the6*  ' 
Loire,  ftrangely  alter'd  the  fituation  pf  affairs.  The 
duke  of  An'pifs  army  was  very  much  diminifhed  5 
and  for  fear  of  being  incloled  between  the  Germans 
and  the  admiral,  he  withdrew  to  Limoges,  whither 
the  queen  came  to  join  him,  and  by  her  prefence  re- 
vived the  courage  of  the  Ibldiers,  promifing  them 
money,  and  that  the  army  fliould  foon  be  recruited 
with  large  fiipplies,  that  were  coming  to  her  from 
three  different  parts,  viz.  from  Germany,  Flanders^ 
and  Italy. 

Indeed  the  pope,  and  Cofmi  tie  Me.iicis,  duke  ofCafteInau>- 
Florence,  had  railed  four  thouland  foot,  and  twelve  I.  7.  c.  j. 
hundred  horle,  to  fend  them  to  the  king ;  Caftelnau 
Mauvijfiere  had  been  rent  to  forward  the  march  of 
'Pbilbert)  marquis  of  ^Betden^  and  had  brought  him 
with  him  into  France  $  his  army  confifting  of  five 
thoufand  reifters,  ami  four  thoufand  lanfquenets : 
the  duke  of  j4ha  had  granted  the  king  two  thoufand 
foot,  and  two  thouland  five  hundred  reifters,  under 
the  command  of  count  Erneft  de  Mansfield*  governour 
of  Luxembourg.  The  Italians  arrived  firft,  with  the 
duke  of  ^tff'ez/,  and  indeed  very  feafbnably,  to  .put 
him  in  a  condition  to  keep  the  field  againft  the 
enemy. 

In  the  mean  time  the  duke  o££)eilx?i>ontS(  approach 'd  Difcourspo: 
the  river  tfVienne  to  join  the  admiral,  who  was  him-j!^""^™1" 
felf  alfo  upon  the  approach.     Bur  the  duke  di?d  of  »££'*  u 
fever,  before  he  had  leen  the  admiral.     Some  fay  he  Noue4 
had   drunk  too  much.    His  march  from  the  Rkine  to 
the  Loire  rrain'd  him  a  great  deal  of  honour    and  was 
looked    upon  as  a  prodigy   of  military  prudence ;  but 
the  glory   of  it  was    lefs  alcribed  to  him    by    them 
that  knew  him,  than  to  the  prince  of  Ora??gct  Lewis  of 

tit/fat. 
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A.  'D.  NajpiUy  count  Volrod  de  Man$feldy  and  to  the  French 
1/69.  captains  that  he  had  in  his  array.  The  death  of  this 
duke  was  not  the  only  lofs  the  proteftant  party  fultain'd  : 
1) 'Andelot  was  carried  off  by  a  malignant  fever  in 
May  at  Xaintes.  He  was  the  moft  fincere  calvinift  of 
all  the  lords  of  the  faction,  as  well  as  the  moft  ex- 
afperated  and  moft  dangerous  enemy  of  the  catholick 
party.  The  count  Volrod  of  Mansfeld,  after  the  death 
of  the  duke  of  1)eiix-ponts,  aflumed  the  command, 
and  joined  the  admiral  at  faint  Trier  on  the  twenty- 
third  of  June. 

While'thefe  two  principal  armies  received  each  of 
them  their  reinforcements  in  Limoufm^  the  gentlemen 
and  lords  of  both  parries  made  feveral  attempts  with 
what  troops  they  could  get  together.  Cateville  an 
h ugonot  gentleman  of  Normandy^  fell  fhort  of  furprizing 
^Dieppe,  and  being  taken,  was  beheaded  by  a  fentence 
of  the  parliament  of  Roan.  The  vigilance  of  SarlabvuS) 
governor  of  Havre,  was  the  cauie  that  fome  other 
gentlemen  of  the  fame  party  mifcarried  in  a  like  de- 
fign  upon  the  fame  place.  Captain  Colombel  furprized 
the  Chateau  d' Exiles,  upon  the  confines  of  1)auphine 
and  (Piedmont  j  but  it  was  retaken  by  the  catholicks. 
Several  little  towns  befides,  were  taken  and  retaken, 
upon  the  frontiers  of  Britany  and  Lower  ^citou,  and 
in  almoft  all  the  provinces  of  the  kingdom,  where  both 
parties  wafted  the  country  with  the  ordinary  rage  of 
civil  war  :  But  at  length  the  main  battle  was  fought 
in  Higher  foitou. 

The  duke  of  An]ou  had  encamped  at  a  place  called 
Roche-la-Belle  in  Limoufm,  a  league  from  S.  Trier. 
This  poft  was  very  advantageoufly  fituated.  If  the 
whole  army  had  been  in  the  camp,  it  would  have  been 
difficult  to  attack  them  there  -7  but  as  the  army  was  not 
under  thofe  regulations  that  they  ought  to  have  been, 
the  captains  la  Barthe  and  Goas,  who  commanded  two 
of  the  beft  regiments,  obftinately  refolved  to  encamp 
on  the  other  fide  a  marm,  behind  which  they  could 
not  be  attack'd. 

The  admiral,  who  was  ftill  ftronger  than  the 
duke  of  dnjoUi  preferred  himfelf  before  the  camp, 
which  he  found  inacceflible ;  but  feeing  the  two  fe- 
parate  regiments,  he  attacked  them.  The  battle 
was  very  bloody.  Stroz&it  who  was  colonel-general 
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of  the  trench  infantry,  placed  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  the,  two  regiments,  and  wrought  wonders ;  but 
being  overborn  with  number,  he  was  flopped  and 
taken  by  Mouy.  Two  and  twenty  officers,  as  well 
captains  as  lieutenants  and  anfigns,  of  the  two  regi- 
ments, and  four  hundred  common  ioldicrs  were  killed. 
The  rett  fled  to  the  intrenchments.  The  admiral  loft 
allb  a  world  of  men,  and  feeing  no  prolpeft  of  forcing 
the  camp,  he  ordered  them  to  found  a  retreat,  and 
the  next  day,  after  fome  skirmilhes,  he  withdrew,  in 
order  to  march  for  <Perigvrd. 

The  duke  ofjfajou  followed  him  for  fome  time  ;  but 
his  troops  being  greatly  fatigued,  and  much  diminished 
by  the  deiertion,  he  withdrew  to  Tews,  whither  the 
king  and  queen  were  come,  and  quartered  his  troops 
in  the  places  that  were  moft  expoled. 

The  admiral  finding  himlelf  matter  of  the  field, 
thought  of  nothing  lefs  than  the  conqueft  of  all  Poito't  $ 
f  efblved  upon  the  liege  of  "Poitiers,  and  inverted  the 
town  on  the  twenty  fecond  of  July. 

This  was  one  of  the  moft  famous  fieges  of  that  time. 
Guy  tPAilhn^  count  de  Lu.ie,  governor  of  Triton,  threw  5JJ2JS  ^ 
himfelf  into  the  town  to  defend  it.  The  young  duke 
of  Guift,  with  the  marquis  de  Mayenne,  his  brother, 
being  upon  the  march  at  the  head  of  twelve  thoufand 
horfe,  and  guefling  at  the  admirals  dcfign,  led  up 
this  troop  thither,  without  waiting  for  the  orders  of 
the  court.  He  afted  conftantly,  during  the  fiege,  in 
concert  with  the  count  de  Lu.ie,  and  they  made  ex- 
cellent preparations  in  the  town  to  defend  it.  Nothing 
was  wanting  either  in  the  defence  or  the  attack,  that 
cou'd  be  expefled  from  the  valour  of  the  braveft'fol- 
diers,  and  the  ability  of  the  greateft  officers,  excepting 
that  the  admiral  did  not  take  his  meafures  rightly  at 
firft  $  but  was  feveral  times  obliged  to  change  the 
attack. 

The  refiftance  was  fuch,  that  the  general  defpaired 
of  taking  the  town  any  other  way  than  by  ftarving  it 
out  after  feven  or  eight  weeks  fiege.  Accordingly 
provifions  began  to  be  very  fcarce  there.  The  count 
de  Lftde  had  fent  th«  duke  of  Amou  word  of  the  ex-  ' 

tremity  to  which  he   was  reduced,  who  endeavoured 
to  fuccour  him,  drew  up  his  army,  and  let  forward  cafte'/uu  l! 
for  Poitiers  \9  the  beginning  of  Sefifeml/er.  7.  c.  7.  ' 
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eD.  1ke  admiral's  army  was  very  much  weaken'd  at 
this  fiege,  as  well  by  ilcknefs  as  the  fire  of  the  be- 
fiegers,  and  ieverai  of  his  principal  officers  being 
taken  ill,  had  been  obliged  to  retire.  He  refolved, 
however,  to  attend  the  d-ke  of  An\ou  in  his  entrench- 
ments j  but  this  prince,  who  was  not  for  hazarding  a 
battle,  without  an  extreme  neceflity,  chofe  rather  to 
make  a  diverfion. 

He  went  to  befiege  Cbatelrau.i,  which  captain  Id 

l^we  had  iurprized  before  the  fiege  of  'Poitiers,  and 

play'd  fo  briskly  upon  it,  that  within  three  days  there 

pifcourspoli.  was  a  breach  large  enough  to  ftorm  it  by.     The  admi- 

IEIdumi  ral  cn°k  rather  not  to  take  ^Pwrw^than  to  lofe  Cbatel- 

Siew  dc  la  raid,  and  it   was  pretended  that  he  was  not  over  lorry 

Noue<         to  have  this  pretence  to  raiie  the  fiege,  the  fuccefs  of 

which  appeared  always  uncertain   to  him.     He  de- 

camped on  the  feventh  of  September.,    As  foon  as  the 

duke  of  An\ou  knew  that  the  fiege  of  ^oltien  was  in- 

tirely  raifed,  he  withdrew  from  before  Chatelrait.i,  and 

placed  the  river  Creiife  between  him  and  the  admiral.     ' 

This  general  paCfed  the  river  above,  and  came  and 
ported  himfelf  within  fight  of  the  duke  5  but  found 
him'fb  well  entrenched,  that  he  durft  not  attack  him. 
So  he  returned  back  again,  and  came  to  encamp  at 
.ptte-foJpi<aeHfe,  where  the  prince  of  Orange  took  his 
cc«d'Orange.|eave  of  njm  to  return   to  Germar.y  ^  and  execute  the 
projects  that  he  had  formed  upon  the  Lo~£-Con;2tries  5 
but  he  left  Le-icis  and  Henry  of  Naffau  his  brothers 
with  him. 

As  foon  as  Tcitiers  was  deliver'd,  the  duke  of  Gtiije 
departed  with  his  brother,  and  came  to  wait  upon  the 
king  at  7otfr$,  where  he  was  received  according  to  the 
merit  of  the  fervice  he  had  done.  His  reward  w?.s 
,  a  place  in  the  cabinet-council,  to  which  he  had  not  yet 
been  admitted.  The  cardinal  of  Lorraine,  his  uncle, 
exprefled  all  the  fatisfaclion  imaginable,  to  iee  him  re- 
D'Avib.l  j  turn  from  fo  glorious  an  exploit.  From  that  time,  he 
and  all  the  partifans  of  his  family  looked  upon  him 
as  a  perfon  capable  of  tread  ;ng  in  the  ftt-ps  of  the  late 
duke  his  fath.r,  and  of  bein^  placed  hereafter  at  the 
head  of  the  catholick  party  :  Too  true  a  prefage  for 
the  good  of  France,  and  which  had  been  more  fortunate 
for  the  country,  if  this  young  prince  had  been  able 
to  govern  his  ambition. 

During 
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During  the  fiege  of  <Poitiers,  Saufcc  fat  down  be- 
fore la  CLarite?  but  was  obliged  to  raile  the  fiege,  and 
the  hugooots  liirprized  AuriUac  in  Auvcrgm  ;  but  they 
made  another  expedition  more  important  than  that  in 
its  confluences. 

La  '•TerriJe,  governor  ofgtoerci,  had  in  a  fhort  time 
reduced  all  'Beam  and  the  ocher  domains  of  the  queen 
of  Navarre,  excepting  Navarrins,  which  he  befieged. 
Captain  Bafillon  and  John  de  Gajjicnt  at  that  timeGeneaiogfe 
attorney  general  in  the  iupreme  council  of  %earn,  de-^1'^'1?0 
fended  this  place  with  much  valour,  and  kept  la  Ter- 
ridc  before  it  for  two  months. 

Montgomery  was  ordered  by  the  queen  of  Navarre 
to  go  and  relieve  the  town,  who  arrived  at  Beam,  not- 
withftanding  many  obitacles  5  and  Monthic  ingd- 
nuoufly  contefles,  that  he  and  the  marefchai  de  1)a?n-  Comment  ^. 
•uille  governor  of  Laiigmdoc^  fuffer'd  themfelves  towontluc  1. 7. 
be  furprized,  being  perfuaded  that  he  was  coming  in- 
to Languedoc  to  fupport  thole  of  his  own  party  there, 
and  it  w^s  too  late  before  they  difcovered  his  true 
defign.  He  caufed  the  fiege  ot  Navarrins  to  be  broken 
up  5  befieged  la  Terride  in  the  Chateau  d'Orthes^ 
having  firit  taken  the  city,  and  made  him  prifbner, 
after  which  all  the  towns  and  even  Watt,  the  capital  of 
Beam,  fubmitted  to  the  law  of  the  conqueror.  To 
increafe  the  misfortune,  a  mifunderftanding  arofe  be- 
tween 1)amville  and  Montlnc  j  and  Montgomery  had 
as  much  time  as  he  wanted  to  eftabltfh  himielf  in  his 
conquett.  This  was  the  prcfervation  of  the  hugonqt 
party,  and  the  remedy  to  which  they  had  recourfe 
after  the  misfortune  which  happened  to  them  in  ^oitou 
in  the  manner  I  am  now  going  to  defcribe. 

As  the  court  had  no  hopes  of  feeing  an  end  put  to 
the  civil  war  by  any  method  of  accommodation,  by 
reafbn  of  the  great  forces  of  the  hugonot  party,  they 
refblved  to  hazard  a  battle  upon  the  firft  opportunity, 
if  another  expedient,  which  they  were  going  upon, 
Ihould  not  fucceed.  Thjis  expedient  was  a  defign  of 
murdering  the  admiral,  as  tne  perfon  that  was  the 
very  foul  and  pillar  of  the  whole  faction.  With  this 
view,  the  parliament,  in  the  beginning  of  September^ 
jit  the  requcft  of  the  attorney  general,  condemned  him 
to  death  as  a  felon,  and  a  rebel,  and  guilty  of.  hif»h- 
treafon.  A  price  was  fet  upon  his  head,  and  fifty  five/ 
G  2  thoufetxl 
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a  q\    thoufand  crowns  of  sold  promiftd  to  any  perfbn  that 
"          uid  kill  or  take  him,  which    indeed   had  like   to 
c  coil  him  his  life,  for  cne  of  his  valets  de  chambre 
refolved  to  poifonhim  j  but  was  dilcovered  and  hanged, 
and  the  admiral  kept  himielf  more   than  ever  upon 
his  guard  afterwards. 

'1  he  duke  of  An]mi  having  re-aflembled  all  his  forces 
about  the  end  ot  Scftewber,  and  taken  a  review  of  his 
army  at  Qsinon^  found  it  confiited  of  eighteen  thoufand 
Popeliniere,  foot,    and    (even  thtmfand   horie.     rf'he  admiral  had 
L  *>•          but  twelve  thoufand  infantry,  and  fix  thoufand  horfe, 
which  inferiority  of  number  dettrr'd  him  from  giving 
battle  5  but  the  Germans  requiring  him  either  to  en- 
gage or  difmifs  them,  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  avoid 

1  The  duke  of  Anjou  departing  from  Cbinon,  marched 

e  through  Lodimcis  with  a  defign  to  Jeize  the  little  town 
r,  of  J\Ionccvtcurt  in  order  to  intercept  the  paflage  of  the 
wpprircec  encalvinifts  to  Zocttr  Toitou,  whither,  as  they  were 
matters  of  feveral  towns  there,  they  might  eafily  fly 
in  cafe  of  a  defeat,  and  defend  themfelves,  as  they  had 
done  after  the  battle  of  Jaruac  in  the  towns  of  Axgou- 
mcis  and  Xr.intorge. 

The  admiral  having  penetrated  his  defign,  endea- 
vour'd  to  prevent  it,  by  making  himfelf  mafler  of 
J[-kncot2tair  before  him,  and  made  fb  much  hafte,  that 
he  arrived  within  two  leagues  of  it,  in  the  plain  of 
S.  Clair  with  his  van-guard  on  the  lait  of  September. 
His  corps  4e  baraille  arrived  afterwards,  which  he 
caufed  to  march  with  his.  artillery  to  JMbhcsntout, 
which  the  captains  la  None  and  la  I.wie  had  already 
taken  pofleflion  of.  It  was  Jlfoity's  fault  that  his  army 
was  thus  (eparated  ;  for  this  captain  being  unacquainted 
with  the  country,  contrary  to  his  wonted  method, 
aflured  him  that  the  duke  of  j4njeu's  army  was  a  great 
way  off,  and  that  there  were  only  fome  harquebufiers 
in  the  neighbourhood,  that  were  entrenched  in  the 
valley,  and  fbme  fmall  companies  of  horfe  detached 
for  skirmi  filing. 

Upon  this  report,  the  admiral  made  no  great  hafte, 
nnr  begun  to  enter  upon  his  march  till  three  of  the 
clock  in  the  afternoon  :  But  he  had  hardly  begun  his 
march,  when  the  catholick  van  appeared,  commanded 
by  the  duke  of  A&ntfenjief)  who  immediately  charged 

fome 
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feme  troops  of  the  hugonpt  rear,  and  defeated 
them. 

Upon  this  the  admiral  expedited  his  march  to  MOK- 
contoiir,  and  made  no  Itnp  till  he  had  pafled  a  little 
river,  where  he  thought  himielf  fecured  againfl  the 
cavalry,  by  reafon  of  the  mar/lies  that  bounded  it  in 
feveral  places. 

He  faced  about,  and  having  encouraged  his  fbldlers, 
by  affiiring  them,  that  the  enemy  had  not  their  whole 
army  with  them,  and  that  it  was  only  a  fmall  detach- 
ment 5  he  lined  the  river  with  harquebufiers,  refolved 
to  ftand  the  brunt,  if  they  /hould  attempt  an  attack. 

In  the  mean  i\?M:,Ariitandde  .#//"cv,who  commanded 
the  artillery,  having  cauicd  ieveral  pieces  of  cannon  to 
be  brought  up,  on  a  ludden,  fired  upon  the  admiral's 
troops,  and  especially  upon  the  lanlquenets,  who,  tp 
avoid  the  fire,  laid  themfelves  upon  tha ground  j  but 
without  quitting  their  ranks.  At  the  lame  time,  the 
duke  of  Movtfienfier  caufed  his  infantry  to  come  for- 
ward to  the  river,  to  force  the  admiral's  foot  to  aban- 
don it,  who  bravely  bore  the  fire  of  the  catholick  har- 
quebufiers, and  aniwered  them  for  a  long  time,  which 
faved  the  calviniit  vanguard j  for  the  night  coming  on, 
the  duke  of  Metftpenfi&r  was  obliged  to  withdraw  bis 
harquebufiers,  and  to  leave  off  firing. 

The  admiral  decamped  fbme  hours  after,  without 
the  found  of  trumpet  or  beat  of  drum,  and  in  very 
great  diibrder,  rtopp'd  at  a  league  diftance  between  two 
rivers  to  reft  his  men,  and  two  hours  before  day,  con- 
tinued his  march  to  Mcnccntottr.  He  would  nor  have 
flopped  there,  if  he.had  been  matter  of  his  army,  bat 
would  have  marched  on  for  Lower  fP0iffftt.  But  the 
Germans  were  relblutely  bent  upon  fighting  5  and  this 
battle  upon  the  plain  of  S.  Clair^  was  only  the  prelude 
to  that,  which  was  fought  three  days  after. 

The  duke  of  An]cu  conftantly  purfuing  his  deiign, 
turned  from  the  admiral  to  the  left,  for  no  other 
reafon,  but  to  £et  between  him  and  Lff&er'PMTeu* 
and  with  this"  view,  pafled  the  river  of  Zfive  above 
Moncvrtwr  towards  la  Griwaudiere.  After  this,  he 
drew  near  the  admiral  again,  who  being  forced  to  come 
to  a  battle,  advanced  towards  the  duke's  army,  and 
pofted  himfelf  between  ttotte  and  f#tf/£,  covering  his 
G  3  right 
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A'  2)    r'S^lt  wing  with  the  former,  and  his  left  with  the 
if  69.     other. 

His  army  was  divided  into  two  bodies  ;  he  gave 
the  command  of  one  of  them  to  count  J^affaii,  and 
placed  himfelf  upon  the  left  at  the  head  of  the  other. 

The  duke  of  Anjou  marched  in  order  of  battle 
through  the  plain  of  jQffay  j  and  being  well  inftrufted 
how  the  enemy's  army  was  difpofed,  which  he  had 
caufed  to  be  viewed  from  off  the  hills,  he  divided  his 
own  alfo  into  two  bodies,  placed  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  one  of  them,  and  gave  the  other  to  the  duke  of 
Montpenfier.  Befides  this,  he  had  a  corps  de  refervc 
under  the  command  of  Siron. 

Thefe  two  armies  were  ranged  in  fuch  manner,  that 
all  the  troops  might  fight  at  the  fame  time,  as  it  hap- 
pened in  the  event  j  and  this  action  was  a  drawn 
battle  in  all  the  forms. 

They  cannonaded  each  other  for  near  four  hours, 
till  two  a  clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  duke  of 
Jlfairteitfier,  by  the  orders  of  the  dukeof^jow,  caufed 
his  forlorn  hope,  Supported  by  fbrne  fquadrons  of 
cavalry,  to  advance.  Theie  fquadrons  were  commanded 
by  the  duke  of  Gttife  and  Martigues,  who  charged 
thofe  of  Many  and  la  Lorn  fb  furioufly,  that  they 
difiipated  them.  At  the  very  lame  inttant,  the  mar- 
quis de  Refael  and  £ Amicoiirt  fell  upon  Martigues. 
This  lord  fuftained  the  brunt  with  a  great  deal  of 
courage,  and  being  feconded  by  the  count  de  Santa- 
f,ore<t  at  the  head  of  fome  Italian  fquadrons,  f  upported 
"by  two  thoufand  harquebufiers  under  the  command  of 
the  captains  la  Bartke  and  S&btOBS,  repulfed  them, 
and  difordered  their  ranks,  and  (TAntricvun  was 
killed. 

The  admiral  feeing  fo  unhappy  a  beginning,  and 
that  in  the  fame  place  fix  troops  of  reifters  prefTed 
hard  upon  the  men  commanded  by  d'j4cier>  ordered 
three  regiments  of  French  harquebufiers  to  advance 
immediately,  commanding  them  to  fire  only  upon  the 
Jiorfe.  He  went  himfelf  fo  far  with  Teligni  and  laNcue, 
that  if  count  Valrod  of  Mansfeld  had  not  made  hafte 
to  fupport  him,  and  flop  the  fury  of  the  reifters  of  the 
catholick  party,  who  began  to  inclofe  him,  he  would 
have  run  a  great  risk  of  his  life  $  nor  did  he  difingage 

him- 
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himfelf  as  it  was,  till  he  had  been  wounded  with  a    A 
piftol-fhot  upon  his  left  cheek  near  the  noie.  j 

The  fury  with  which  count  Valrod  charged  the  duke 
of  Montpenfiers  reisers,  prevented  the  rout  of  the  ad- 
miral's left  wing,  which  began  to  give  way.  The 
count  diifipated  the  reifters  in  fuch  manner,  that  it 
was  impoflible  for  them  to  rally  }  and  purfuing  his 
point,  he  -put  all  that  came  before  him  to  flight. 

The  duke  of  Anjuii,  who  had  not  yet  engaged, 
and  was  very  much  incommoded  by  the  hugonor  ar- 
tillery, detach'd  the  duke  d'Aumale  and  the~ marquis 
of  Baden  againft  Mansjel.4y  who  received  them.  The 
marquis  of  'Baden  was  killed,  his  fquadron  defeated, 
and  that  of  the  duke  fcAumde  very  roughly  handled. 

The  duke  of  Anjou  feeing  Mamfcld  at  a  ftand,  to 
rally  his  men  and  prepare  for  a  frefh  charge,  turn'd 
towards  him  with  all  the  lords  that  attended  him  j  and 
at  the  fame  inftant  count  Najpiu%  who  commanded 
the  right  wing  of  the  hugonots,  marched  up  thither 
to  intercept  the  duke  of  AII}QU. 

Thefe  two  troops  encountred  each  other  in  a  furious 
manner.  The  duke  of  Anjou  immediately,  at  a  near 
diftance,  fuftained  the  di (charge  of  one  hundred  har- 
cjuebufiers  on  horfe-back,  by  which  feveral  of  thofe 
tnat  were  about  his  perlbn,  were  de^royed.  At  the 
fame  inftant,  count  Naffciii  pouring  in  upon  him  with 
his  French  iquadrons,  penetrated  as  far  as  the  cornet, 
and  broke  the  fquadron  5  and  the  duke  of  AII'JQH 
having  had  his  horfe  flain  under  him,  would  have 
been  killed  or  taken,  if  (he  marqufe  4e  Pillars  had 
notfpeedily  relieved  him,  and  let  him  upon  another 
horfe.  Upon  rhis  the  fight  became  more  bloody  than 
at  firft,  count  Najfitu  maintaining  his  ground,  and  the 
French  nobility  continually  prefling  his  ranks,  and 
flocking  together  about  the  prince,  to  iecurc  him  from 
the  danger  to  which  he  was  expofed. 

As  foon  as  the  duke  of  jfnjou  began  to  give  ground, 
ffitvannes  ran  to  the  marefchal  de  Cojfe,  to  caufe  him 
to  advance  with  the  S&ifs  batallion  of  'Pftijfer,  the 
flank  of  which  he  covered  with  his  gendarmes., 

The  marefchal'  marched  flowly,  becaufe  he  had  the 

calvinift  lanfquenets  a  head  of  him,  who  were  difpofed 

in  good  order,  and  he  was  unwilling  to  attack  them  at 

a  difadvantagc  j  but  being  advertifed  of  the  duke  of 

G  4  jfajotf* 
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s,  danger,  he  doubled  his  pace^  and  having  op- 
poled  the  ,SW(/J  to  the  Lanfquenets,  to  prevent  their 
failing  upon  the  duke  of  An](fU^  he  ran  to  the  aflift- 
ance  of  this  prince  a:  the  head  of  his  gendarmes. 

Count  XaJJliu  turned  againft  him,  and  marca'd  up  to 
meet  him  3  but  was  unable  to  hold  out  againti  the 
lances  of  the  gendarmes,  and  againft  the  force  of  the 
great  horfes  they  were  mounted  upon,  which  in  a 
moment  crufli'd  his  light  horfe,  and  entirely  broke 
them.  Siren  coming  up  with  a  party  of  troops  de  re- 
lerve,  hindered  him  from  rallying,  and  compleated 
the  rout  of  the  hugonot  cavalry. 

This  lord  went  afterwards  to  the  Swifs,  and  com- 
manded them  to  charge  the  Lanfquenets,  which  they 
"  did    with   their  ufual  bravery  ;  and   the  Lanfquenets 
having  born  the  brunt  for  Ibme  time,  and  feeing  them- 
lelves  abandon'd    by  the  cavalry,    and  ready  to  be 
t  broken,  by  Siron  and  the  duke  of  Jlvjoti,  whom  they 

faw  alfb  marching  up  to  them,  gave  over  fighting. 
Btmdme          There  was  a   great  (laughter  made  upon  this  occa- 
de*ihiii°8e  ^on  '  ^or  °^  ^our  tnou^and  laniquenets,  there  were  left 
Stjocei.  •      but  five  hundred  :    t^e  S-ii'ife,  at  all  times  their  de- 
clared enemies,  gave  no   quarter,  crying  out  with  the 
Frencb,  Rocke-la-Belle  ;    by   which  they  meant   the 
battle    above-mention'd,    where  the    colonel   general 
Straz&i  was  taken  prifoner.,  and  the  hugonots  unmer- 
cifully killed  almott  all  the  catholick  Ibldiers  that  fell 
into,  their  hands. 

After  the  defeat  of  the  body  commanded  by  count 
Naffaut  the  admiral,  and  count  Vdrod  of  J[fansfeldl 
i   .  ufed  all  their  endeavours,  but  to  no  purpo!e,   to  renew 

the  fight,  and  were  themfelves  forced  to  fly.  They 
retreated  to  <Partbenai1  and  from  therce  to  Niort. 
Count  NaJJau  retreated  with  three  thouiand  horfe  that 
he  had  got  together  again,  a-nd  in  good  order,  turning 
head,  from  time  to  time,  againft  thofe  that  purlued 
him. 

The  young  princes  of  'Beam  and  Conde  were  at 
this  battle  j  but  the  admiral  would  not  liiffer  them  to 
fight  :  he  obliged  them  to  continue  in  the  rear  of  the 
army,  and  upon  the  -firft  on'et,  which,  as  I  ob- 
ierved  before,  did  not  appear  very  fuccefsful  to  him, 
he  caufed  them  to  pafs  the  river  T'hom^  and  go  to 
.  The  prefervation  of  thefe  two  princes 

was 
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was  of  the  laft  confequcnce  to  him,  becaufe  they  had   _,£  2J. 
been  recognized   as  the  two  heads  of  the  calvinift-     15-69. 
party,  and  he  commanded   only  under  the  cover  of  v^/'V'O 
their  authority. 

This  was  a  moft  compleat  victory.   All  the  German  D'Aviia.  \,  y. 
baggage,  'part  of  the  French,  eleven  pieces  of  artillery,  <£f^u'1'7'- 
and  above  one  hundred  colours,  were  Taken.    Some  hi-  Poptliniera 
ftorians  fay,    the   hugonots    loft    feventeen  thou(andj«  i<?- 
men  j    but  Caflelnau,    who  was  prefent,  and  others,  J5i^epo- 
who  muft  have  had  the  beft  information,  reckon  onlyiitkjuei  &  " 
five  thoufand  five  hundred,  that  were  killed  on  the  miliuiro. 
part  of  the   conquered  ;   befides  that,  the  fight  did 
not  laft  above  an  hour,  according  to  the   fieur  de  la, 
Nozte,    who  was  there  alfb,  and  was  taken  prifoner. 
Moft  of  the  German  captains  perimed. 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  battle,  three  thoufand 
Trench,  and  five  hundred  Lanfquenets,  laid  down  their 
arms,  and  furrendred  themfelves  priloners.  The  con- 
querors loft  above  five  hundred  horfe,  andfomefew 
infantry.  Count  Rhingrave  having  met  the  admiral 
in  the  fray,  they  fired  their  piftols  at  each  other  ; 
Jtbiugrave  wounded  the  admiral,  but  the  admiral 
killed  him  upon  the  fpot. 

The  news  of  this  great  victory  was  brought  to  the 
king,  at  lours,  by  Gilbert  de  Gondi,  earl  of  Rets,  on 
the  third  of  Qftober,  upon  which  they  made  great  re. 
joycings,  and  difpatch'd  couriers  to  acquaint  the  fo- 
reign princes  of  it.  The  duke  v£  An]ou"*  reputation, 
already  grown  famous  by  the  vi&ory  of  Jarnac,  in- 
creafed  greatly,  throughout  all  Europe,  by  this  lecond 
viftory,  in  which  he  had  /hew'd  all  the  valour  and 
intrepidity  imaginable,  in  the  greateft  dangers  that  he 
had  been  expofed  to. 

It  was  every  where  believed,    that   the   calvinift 
party  was  deftroyed   in  France ;  but  they   were  mi- 
ftaken,  the   admiral,  notwitbftanding  fb  many  lofles 
fucceeding  upon  the  back  of  one  another,    did  not 
fink  under  thenij  and  it  is  difficult  to   fay,  whether 
he  gained  more   reputation   by   four    victories,   than 
by    the    conftancy,    refblution,    and   conducl,    which 
he  fhew'd  after  four  defeats,  *  to  (iich  a  degree,  that    .  DrPUX 
by  rallying  the  broken  remains  of  his  army,  he   be-  s.  Denys* 
came  more  formidable   than  ever    to  the   victorious  Jarrac- Mn> 
party. 

Being 
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j]  fZ?.        Being  arrived  at  Niort,  with  the  two  young  princes, 

i  f6o/    ne  fpoke  with  fo  much  eloquence,  notwithftanding  his 

\S^/^>  wound,  which  had  dafhed  out  four  of  his  teeth,  re- 

prefented   fo    livelily  the  refources  that  he  had  ftill 

remaining  in  Germany,  and  England,  at  Rocbelle,  and 

in  Seam,    where  Jilontgomcry  had  taken  poflcflton, 

and  had  an  army  in  pay,  that  he  revived  the  fallen 

courage  of  the   nobility  and  foldiers.     The   queen  of 

Navarre,  on  the  other  hand,  put  on  a  countenance,  as 

if  fhe  had  not  been  at  all  difmayed  at  the  lofs  of  the 

battle  j  and  the  king  having  lent  Cajlelnau,  to  per- 

fuade  her  to  fubmit,  with   the  admiral,  fhe  gave  him 

fuch    general  anfwers,    as   fhew'd,    that    fhe  wou'd 

hearken  to  no  other  propofals  for  peace,  than  fuch  as 

Caftelnaii.1.4.  were  capable  of  procuring  fafety  to  her  own  party, 

«•  I0-         and  liberty  of  confcience  to  all  thofe  that  adhered 

to  it. 

The  admiral  having  deliberated  with  the  two 
princes,  a*nd  the  principal  officers  of  the  army,  it  was 
concluded,  to  abandon  the  towns  of^Poitoti,  and  to  pre- 
ferve  on  the  other  fide  the  Loire,  only  S.  Jobn  £  An- 
geli,  Rocbelle,  Jlngouleme,  and  la  Charite,  which  were 
all  in  a  condition  to  hold  out  for  a  long  time  3  to  re- 
tire to  the  mountains  of  Auvergne,  Vivarais,  Lan- 
guedoc,  and  Gafccgne;  to  keep  up  the  war  in  all  thcfe 
different  places,  without  making  any  hazardous  at- 
tempt, in  order  to  give  the  fuccours  from  Germany 
and  England  time  to  arrive 5  and  finally,  to  endeavour 
to  join  the  earl  of  Montgomery,  who  was  fufficiently 
furni  fried  with  troops  to  re-eftablifli  their  affairs. 

He  had  already'  difpatch'd  fome  meffengers  to  the 
queen  of  England,  to  the  proteftant  princes  of  Ger- 
raany,  and  to  the  Swifs  of  the  fame  religion,  to  give 
them  an  account  how  the  affairs  of  the  party  ftooA  in 
France:  He  wrote  to  the  moft  confiderable  of  the 
hugonot  nobility,  in  feveral  parts  of  the  kingdom  ; 
conjured  them  not  to  lofe  their  courage,  and  having 
left  Mouy  at  Niort,  to  keep  the  duke  of  Anjou  for 
fome  time  before  this  town,  he  departed  on  the  ninth 
of  Ottoler^  with  what  troops  he  could  get  together, 
taking  the  road  through  £>iterci  to  Mmtatiban,  in  or- 
der  to  go  from  thence  into  Gafcognc. 

fopdiniere        The  duke  of  An]aii>,  as  foon  as  the  admiral  began 
'•  »».         to  be  at  Tome  diftance,  made  himfelf  mafter  o{-tpar- 
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then  of  Liifignan,  Niort,  Fonfenai,  and  Cba- 
lelraut.  All  the  towns  of  'Berry  furrendred,  in  like 
manner,  to  laChtitre  governor  of  this  province  for  the 
king,  excepting  Sancerre,  which  held  out  for  the  hu- 
gonot  party,  as  well  as  Ibme  other  imalL  towns  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  la  Charite,  by  which  they  might 
hope  to  be  iupported.  The  duke  fpread  abroad  a 
report,  that  he  was  gone  to  befiege  R.ocJyellet  and 
turn'd  on  a  fudden  to  S.  John  d*  Angeli.  The  king 
and  queen  came  to  the  camp  before  this  town,  on  the 
twenty-fixth  of  Offober.  It  was  vigoroufly  defended 
by  captain  Tiles,  who  held  out  to  the  twelfth  of  ^De- 
cember, and  dettroyed  ten  thoufand  of  the  befiegers, 
the  greateft  part  of  which  were  carried  off  by  difteni- 
pers,  that  arofe  in  the  camp.  The  greateft  of  their 
lodes,  upon  this  occafion,  was  that  of  Sebaflian  of 
Luxembourg  vifcount  de  Martigues,  who  was  (hot 
through  the  head  with  an  harquebufs.  He  was  go- 
vernor of  Sri  fanny,  and  this  government  was  given  to 
the  duke  de  Montpenfier. 

The  king  gave  great  proofs  of  his  courage  during 
the  fiege.     He  went  often  to  the   trenches,  and  ex- 
pofed  himfelf  to  the  moft  dangerous  fituations,  not- 
withftanding  the  oppofition  of  the  queen  5  and  it  was 
upon  this  occafion  that  he  declared,  He  would  readilyBrant5me 
agree  with  his  brother  the  duke  of  ^Injoti^   to  com- dans  i'Fioge 
mand  the  army,  and  govern  the  kingdom  alternative-*16^3^1*' 
ly,  that  upon  this  condition,  he  Should  with  pleaiure 
fee  him  wear  the  crpwn  for  fix  months  in  a  year. 

During  the  time  of  the  fiege,  feveral  commanders 
of  the  catholick  party  took  fome  fmall  towns,  and  at- 
tempted others  5  but  the  hugonots  made  themfelves 
amends  by  fiirprizing  N/fmes. 

The  fiege  of  S.  John  f  JJngeli,  was  the  laft  of  the 
duke  of  An jott's  conquefts  in  this  campaign  :  but  the 
count  de  Lude  took  Marans,  and  Marenms>\  in  the 
winter.  The  ifles  of  Xaintonge  were  abandoned  by 
the  calvinifts,  excepting  the  ifle  of  Re  $  fo  that  Ro- 
cloelk  was  in  a  manner  block'd  up  by  land,  and  in 
fome  meafure  by  fea  alfo.  Landerdit,  an  excellent^ D.I 570 
fea-officer,  went  to  cruife  before  Rocbelle,  and  for 
fome  time  invefted  the  privateers  of  that  city,  but 
was  taken  by  la  None  at  the  fands  of  Olonne,  which 
this  captain  carried  by  ftorm.  La  None,  after  his 

efcapc 
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Jl.  %)•   escape  out  of  prifon,  made  feveral  expeditions  into 

1^69.     Xaintovgt'j  furprized  Martins,  which  greatly  annoy'd 

WV"^J  RocbeUe,  and  gave  the  catholick  commanders  of  thole 

quarters  much  trouble.     He  defeated  a  confiderable 

body  of  troops,  commanded  by  captain  <Puy  GaiHard, 

who  toft  four  hundred  men  that  were  killed  upon  the 

fpot,  and  five  hundred  that  were  taken  prilbners.  Two 

Popelmere   an£j  twenty  enfigns  were  taken;   and   a  fort,  which 

fuy-Gaillard  had  caufed  to  be  built  before  Lncony  to 

prevent  the  irruptions  of  the  hugonots  on  that  fide, 

furrendred. 

'   After  this  la  Noiie  attack'd  Fontenay,  and  took  it  ; 
but  had  his  arm  broke  with  the  /hot  of  an  harquebufs, 
•  and  was  forced  to  have  it  cutoff.     The  contequence 

of  the  defeat  of  Lucon,  was  not  only  the  taking  of 
Fontenayty  the  calvinifts,  but  allb  that  of  'Brouage, 
Xaintes,  and  the  ifle  of  Oleron.  Rccbelle,  by  the 
taking  of  thele  places,  was  more  at  liberty  than  for* 
merly,  and  the  affairs  of  the  hugonots  were  again 
eftablifhed  in  Xaintongp,  the  country  of  Awiiz,  and 
Lower  'Poitou. 

To  return  tothfe  army  of  the  princes  of  'Beam  and 
Condey  and  of  the  admiral.  They  arrived  at  Mon- 
taiiban,  extreamly  fatigued  and  incommoded,  which 
occasioned  the  lofs  of  many  of  their  fbldiers.  Their 
defign  was  to  join  the  earl  of  AIonTgomery,  who  was 
already  arrived  at  Con.iom,  but  had  the  Garonne  to 
pafs.  They  made  a  bridge  over  this  river,  at  port 
S.  Mary  below  Jlgen.  Montluc  beat  this  bridge  to 
pieces,  by  the  help  of  a  mill  which  he  broke  down, 
and  which  being  driven  by  the  current  of  the  river, 
fplit  the  brafs  of  which  it  was  compofed.  Monrluc  laid, 
c,  1.7.  That  this  was  the  moft  important  of  all  the  iervices 
he  had  yet  done  the  king. 

Indeed  this  accident  obliged  the  admiral  to  go  back 
to  1"ouloitfe,  having  firft  caufed  the  earl  of  Montgo- 
mery to  pafs  over  with  fome  boats,  of  which  he  had  ib 
few,  that  the  troops  took  up  fix  days  in  the  paflage. 

Montluc  had  orders  at  that  time  to  go  and  com- 
mand in  Seam.  His  brother,  the  bifhop  of  Valence, 
borrow'd  fome  money  for  him  upon  that  account :  for 
the  court  fent  him  an  order,  but  neither  furnri/hed  him 
with  money  nor  ammunition.. 

The 
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The   nobility,  of  whom  he  was  greatly  beloved,  ^  <£). 
followed  him.     He    befieg'd   Rabapeinst  one  of  the     ijyo," 
ftrongeir.  places  in  the  country,  and  received  a  mot  of  v^-y^S^ 
an  harquebuls  at  the  afTault,,  that  pierced   both   his 
cheeks :  however,  the  place  was  taken,  and  the  garn- 
fon   put  to  the  fword.      His    wound  prevented   the 
progrefs    which   he  might   have  otherwife    made  in 
'Been:.     The   infantry   disbanded    for  want   of  pay, 
and  the  nobility,  being  jealous  of  his  power,  retired 
home. 

In  the  mean  time  the  admiral  being  excluded 
palling  the  Garonne  by  Montluc,  had  nothing  to  do 
but  to  have  recourfe  to  his  ordinary  refuge,  to  the 
German  fuccours,  which  the  count  palatine  of  the 
Rhine,  and  the  prince  of  Orange,  gave  him  hopes  of  j  ' 
but  the  difficulty  was  how  to  get  to  the  frontier.  For 
this  purpofe,  it  was  neseflary  for  him  to  traverfe  all 
France,  with  exhaufted  and  tatter'd  troops,  without 
money,  without  artillery,  and  to  expofe  himfelf  to  the 
danger  of  meeting  the  catholicks,  feveral  fmall  bodies 
of  whom  were  difperfed  about  the  provinces,  and  to 
the  irruptions  of  the  garrifbns  of  an  infinite  number 
of  the  enemy's  towns,  that  were  upon  the  road. 

However,  he  was  under  a  neceflity  of  refolving 
upon  this  method,  becaufe  the  country  in  which  he 
was  then  ported,  was  entirely  ruined.  He  took  the 
road  for  Nifwes,  where  his  army  refted  fome  days, 
entred  VivaraiSy  where  feveral  towns  he!4  out  for  him, 
and  was  reinforced  with  feme  troops  raifed  by  Mont- 
Iffiin.  He  pafled  the  Rhone  by  the  help  of  fbme  hugo- 
not  troops  that  waited  for  him  on  the  other  fide; 
received  fome  frefh  recruits  from.  Mmthrttn^  crofled 
Eorez  and  Beanjo/ois,  being  continually  harafled  by  the  • 
catholick  parti.es,  and  entring  Burgntzdy,  made  him- 
felf mafter  of  Arnay-le-^iic. 

Here  the  marefchal  de  Ccjje  came  up  with  an  army 
of  twelve  thoufand  foot  and  four  thoufand  horfe  :  The 
(  admiral  had  but  two  thoufand  five  hundred  harque- 
bufiers,  and  two  thoufand  horfe.  However,  he  potted 
himfelf  fb  conveniently,  that  when  the  mareichat  came 
to  attack  him,  he  was  rcpulfed  with  lofs.  The  ad- 
miral continued  his  march,  and  as  he  had  no  cannon, 
and  but  little  baggage,  he  eafily  got  the  ftart  of  him, 
and  arrived  at  la  Cfatrite,  and  as  the  marefchal  was 

appre- 
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jff  2)^  appreheniive  of  his  going  to  y#m,   he  marched  that 
1570.     way  to  intercept  him. 

IWNj  Notwithftanding  the  fury  with  which  they  engaged 
Caftclnau,l7,  jn  <p0itMtt  Xaintojige,  Gafcegne  and  Burgundy  ^  they 
continued  the  negotiation,  which  Caftelnau-Aiauvijfiere 
had  enter'd  upon  after  the  bittle  of  Moncoutour,  as  I 
have  obferved  before.  Several  propofals  were  made 
on  both  fides,  but  were  conftantly  rejected,  becaufb 
thofe  of  the  hugonots  {truck  too  much  at  the  king's 
authority,  and  thofe  of  the  court  did  not  procure  a 
fufficient  fecurity  to  the  hugonots.  However,  matters 
were  come  to  fuch  a  point,  that  both  fides  were  de- 
.iirous  of  peace. 

The  king  aoid  queen  refolved,  whatever  it  coft  them, 
to  fee  the  foreign  troops  out  of  the  kingdom,  as  well 
the  Germans  that  were  in  the  hugonots  pay,  as  thofe 
that  were  in  the  king's  pay,  and  the  Spenljh  and  Italian 
troops,  that  were  come  to  his  alfiftance.  Befides  that, 
the  queen  had  at  that  time  thoughts  of  taking  other 
mealures  to  put  an  end  to  the  war. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  admiral  found  himfelf  very 
weak,  and  expected  unly  a  moderate  fuccour  from 
Germany,  becaule  he  knew  that  the  prince  of  Orange  , 
who  formed  new  defigns  upon  the  Loiv  Countries, 
would  carry  off  great  part  of  the  troops  raifed  by  the 
count  tpalatin.  Count  Valrod  of  Manifold  and  his 
reifters,  who,  to  the  time  of  their  arrival  at  the  river 
Loire  >  had  appeared  very  zealous  for  the  common 
caufe,  feeing  themfe'ves  near  their  own  country,  began 
to  grumble  at  their  not  .being  pay'd,  and  threatned  to 
quit  the  army. 

All  thefe  confederations  difpofed  the  admiral  to  an 
accommodation,  and  made  him  fubje£l  his  ambition 
and  the  pleafure  of  commanding,  to  ncceffity.  He 
thought  only  of  the  glory  of  making  an  advantageous 
treaty  for  his  party.  Biron  and  the  fieur  de  Mefmede- 
Malaffiffe,  had  already  greatly  promoted  this  affair 
at  S.  Stephen  de  Forez,  with  cfeligni  and  Seauvaisla 
Node,  before  the  battle  at  Arnay-le-<Ducy  and  at  length 
thefe  fame  four  deputies  concluded  the  treaty  at 
S.  Germains  en  Laye.  The  articles,  to  the  number  of 
forty  fix,  are  related  in  the  edift  of  pacification,  dated 
from  S.Gerr/tains  in  Angttft  1570. 

Eefider 


The  Reign  of  C  H  A  R  L  E  s  IX.  95 

Befides  the  articles  common  to  the  preceding  edicts    jj  2X 
of  pacification,  the  places  are  here  /pecified,  in  which     15-70.* 
the  hugonots  were  permitted  to  hold  their  aflemblies.  s-^y^- 
The  modifications  added  to   the4  edicts   by   that  of 
Rwfilhut  were  taken  off  5  but  the  inoft  confiderable  of 
all  the  conceffions,  was  that  of  the  -four  cities  of  fe- 
curity,  which  were  to  be  delivered   up   to  the  princes 
of  Beam  and  Cmide^  and  which  they  were  allowed  td 
retain  for  two  years.     Thefe  were  Rochelle,  laCbarite* 
Mmtauban,  and  Coignac,  all  four  of  great  importance 
for  their  fituarion.     The  firft  left  the  hugonots  a  freb 
fea,  to  receive  i'uccours  from  England^  in  cafe  of  a 
new  revolt  j  the  fecond   was  a  free    paflage  over  the 
Loire>  which  ferved  for  a  communication  of  the  faction 
on  both  fides  that  river  with  each  other.     The  third 
was  upon  the  frontiers  of  Lavguedac^  and.  j^wmry,  and     . 
the  fourth  in  Aiigmmois,  provinces  in  which  the  num- 
ber of  thofe  of  the  new  reformation  exceeded  that  of 
the  catholicks. 

The  hugonots  were  moreover  declared  in  the  edict 
capable  of  all  offices,  employments  and  dignities,  and 
permitted  in  any  fuit  with  the  catholicks,  to  challenge 
a  certain  number  of  the  jury,  without  giving  a  reafbh 
for  their  fo  doing.  Finally  the  principality  of  Orange, 
which  the  king  had  ieized  upon  occafion  of  the  civil 
war,  was  reftored  to  that  prince. 

If  the  hugonots  had  had  all  the  advantages  over  the 
catholicks,  that  the  catholicks  had  over  them,  they 
could  hardly  have  hoped  for  more  favourable  conditions 
for  their  party.  The  admiral  got  great  honour  by  the 
treaty,  both  m  Germany  and  England:  But  the  king 
and  queen  had  their  views,  which  in  time  fucceeded. 
The  chief  of  the  calvinifts  had  fome  miftruft  of  the 
affair,  and  met  at  Rocbelle,  to  confider  upon  ways  and 
means  to  prevent  their  being  furprized. 

They  affecled  fo  great  a  freedom  for  the  execution 
of  the  treaty,  that  the  admiral  was  furprized  at  it. 
He  afcribed  this  change  of  conduct  to  the  king,  who 
being  then-turn'd  of  twenty,  and  weary,  as  they  call'd 
it,  of  being  led  by  the  nofe  by  the  queen  mother, 
began  to  take  poflefllon  of  the  government  in  perfon, 
and  refolved  from  that  time  to  reign  at  eafe.  Indeed 
this  prince  called  the  treaty  of  S.  Gcrm*ins,  ff^'s  pfnce, 
intimating  that  he  had  made  it,  notwithlhnding  thec, 3'.' 

oppd- 
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oppoflrion  of  his  council,  of  the  queen  mother,  and  the 
houle  of  Gitife. 

The  heads  of  the  hugonots,  'partly  to  make  their 
advantage  of  the  king's  favourable  difpofitions  towards 
them,  partly  to  dilcover  whether  they  were  fincere, 
made  ieveral  demands  of  him.  Some  he  granted, 
others  he  refufed,  and  all  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  let 
them  fee,  that  it  was  not  done  out  of  any  fear  of  the 
hugonots,  but  only  out  of  a  defire  to  maintain  peace 
and  tranquillity  in  the  kingdom. 

tfeligni,  Tlriqnemaut,  and  Arnand  de  Cavfgne,  judge 
in  the  iiipreme  court  of  juftice  at  leuhtifa  were  the 
perfons  that  came  to  court  to  treat  of  thefe  affairs. 
H.D.if~i  They  affifted  at  the  marriage  of  the  king  with  Eliza- 
beth of  Aujlria,  daughter  of  the  emperor  Maximilian^ 
which  was  folemnized  at  that  time,  and  return'd 
well  pleafed  with  the  king,  and  the  fuccefs  of  their 
negotiation. 

The  king  and  the  queen  mother's  defign,  was  to 
draw  the  heads  of  the  hugonot  party  to  court,  and 
they  managed  this  affair  with   all  the  cunning  and 
Hift.de  M«- d'iflimulation  imaginable.   The  queen  of  Navarre,  and 
thieu- 1. 6.   the  princes,  having  made  fbme  complaints,  touching 
the  non-obfervation  of  the  laft   cdiil,   the  marefchal 
de  CoJJe  was  ftnt  upon  this  pretence  to  Rochelle  :  but 
in  reality,  to  propofe  a  marriage  to  the  queen  of  Na- 
varre, between  her  fon  Henry  and  madam  Margaret 
of  France. 

The  propofal  of  this  marriage,  at  which  cardinal 
jSkxxtndtinUli  who  was  come  from  the  pope  to  the 
court  of"F/~f!>:ce,  expreffed  a  great  deal  of  uneafinefs, 
throughly  convinced  the  heads  of  the  hugonot  party, 
that  the  king  had  a  fincere  deiign  to  maintain  peace, 
and  be  perfectly  reconciled  to  them  :  but  that  which 
confirmed  them  in  this  fentiment,  and  was  exceedingly 
agreeable  to  them,  was,  the  marefchal  de  Cojje's  giving 
them  to  underftand,  That  the  kins,  to  employ  the 
reftlefs  {pirits  of  both  parties,  had  thoughts  of  making 
war  upon  the  king  of  Spain,  for  the  doing  of  which 
he  did  not  want  a  pretence ;  that  the  frefh  revolt  of 
the  gueux  of  the  Low'-Countries,  which  was  juft  broken 
out  by  the  rifing  of  feveral  towns  for  the  prince  of 
Orange,  was  a  favourable  opportunity,  and  that  there 
wanted  not  a  difpofition  to  make  ufe  of  it. 

This 
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This  was  the  leaft  doubtful  proof  the  king  could  Jm  2 
give  the  hugonots  of  the  fincerity  of  his  intentions  ^  1571 
becauie,  that  in  breaking  with  Sfitfiv,  he  deprived 
himfelf  of  the  ftrongeft  fupport  he  could  have  againft 
them,  and  /hew'd,  that  he  was  no  more  influenced  by 
the  counlels  of  the  houfe  of  Lorraine. 

The  queen  of  Navarre  wrote  to  the  king,  That  flie 
accepted,  with  all  her  heart,  of  the  honour  he  did 
her  ion,  in  giving  his  fifter  to  him  in  marriage  j  and, 
upon  this  aniwer,  M.'de  Siron  was  fent  to  defire  her 
to  come  to  court,  in  order  to  conclude  the  affair  out 
of  hand. 

The  importance  of  the  bufinefs  made  her  content 
to  the  journey,  notwithftanding  her  fufpicions,  which 
ihe  could  not  intirely  get  rid  off.  The  king,  to  do 
her  the  greater  honour,  went  as  far  as  BJois  to  meet 
her,  fhew'd  her  all  the  marks  of  a  mod  fincere  friend- 
Ihip  for  her,  and  a  moft  cordial  confidence  in  her,  and 
was  fb  well  pleafed  with  the  conduct  he  had  obferved^£j 
upon  his  firft  interview,  that  he  asked  the  queen- 
mother,  with  joy,  Whether  he  had  not  well  flay' d  his 
fart  ?  who,  anfwering,  fas  5  but  it  fignified  nothing  to 
begln^  tinlefi  he  finijhed  a!fo-7  he  reply 'd,  with  an  oath, 
which  was  a  common  cuftom  with  him,  I'hdt  he 
would  have  them  all  in  the  net.  The  articles  of  the 
treaty  of  marriage  were  fbon  concluded,  and  the 
queen  of  Nc.varrc,  though  with  ibme  difficulty,  fol^ 
lowed  the  king  to  <Paris,  in  order  to  make  preparati- 
ons for  the  marriage-ceremony. 

It  was  fomethirig  for  the  king  to  have  this  princefs 
in  his  power,  but  the  main  point  was  to  draw  the 
admiral  into  the  net.  They  could  not  tell  how  to 
eflfeft  this  j  and  it  was  highly  neceflary  for  them  to 
take  heed  of  mewing  too  great  an  eagernefs  for  it. 
But  while  they  were  deliberating  upon  the  matter^ 
the  admiral  himfelf  furnifhed  them  with  a  very  pro- 
per opportunity  of  prefling  him  to  come  to  court. 

H«  had  the  war  with  Spain  greatly  at  heart,  after 
the  overture  which  the  marelchal  de  Coffe  had  made 
him  upon  this  article  at  Rochelle.  He  fent  count 
Zewis  of  Najfitu  to  follicit  the  king  upon  it,  not  fo 
much  in  his  own  name,  as  in  that  of  the  prince  of 
Orange,  by  reafon  of  the  favourable  conjunflure  in 
which  the  affairs  of  the  Low-Countries  then  were. 
Vot.  IV.  H  there 
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There  arofe  great  revolts,  and  the  complaints  againvt 
the  duke  of  Alva  were  almott  univerfal,  being  equally 
hated  by  the  people  and  great  men.  The  Gueux, 
who  were  called  Jfqitaticks  becaufe  they  fcoured  the 
fea,  and  fcized  the  catholick  veffels,  efpecially  when 
there  was  any  thing  that  belong'd  to  the  Spaniards'. 
had  made  themfekes  matters  of  the  Bril/e,  a  town 
of  the  iile  of  For;;  in  Holland.  The  other  towns,  Icarce 
any  excepted  hut  Afttfterdain,  revolted.  The  iedition 
fpread  to  Zeland,  rrife,  Overyjjel,  the  earldom  of 
Zutphen,  and  Guilders.  The  duke  of  diva  was  at  a 
lofs  what  way  to  take,  and  as  he  was  no  ilranger  to 
the  report,  That  France  had  thoughts-  of  declaring 
war  upon  Spain,  he  was  apprehenfive,  left,  while 
he  was  engaged  in  Holland,  and  Frije-,  the  French 
fhould  invade  j4)'tois  and  Haynaidt. 

'atthfco,  I      Such  was  the  difficult  fituation  of  the. Low-Cottn- 
'•  tries,  when  count  Lewis  of  NaJJati  arrived  in  a  dif- 

guiie  at  Brie,  where  the  king  then  was  to  take  the 
diver/ion  of  hunting. 

The  count  reprefented  to  the  king,  how  eafy  it 
was  for  him,  at  fuch  a  conjuncture,  to  make  himfelf 
mafter  of  the  ferenteen  province.*,  where  the  people 
were  fb  enraged  againft  the  duke  of  dlvay  that  they 
would  open  their  towns  to  him  5  betides  that,  there 
was  fcarce  one,  in  which  the  prince  <& Orange  had  not 
fome  friends. 

The  king  feem'd  to  hearken  to  his  propofal  with 
pleafure,  and  to  exprefs  his  fatisfaflion  for  the  zeal 
.  he  fhcw'd  for  his  glory,  and  the  increafe  of  his  do- 
minions. He  told  him,  That  he  would  confider  care- 
fully of  it  j  that  a  rupture  with  the  king  of  Spain, 
who  was  a  powerful  and  wile  prince,  might  he  attend- 
ed with  extraordinay  confequences,  and  therefore  he 
could  not  haftily  refblve  upon  it ;  that  above  all,  he 
had  need  of  the  admiral's  advice,  whom  he  look'd  up- 
on as  the  mod  experienced  foldier  in  his  kingdom,  and 
the  perfbn  that  could  bed  direcl  him  in  this  affair  5 
betides,  that  if  he  fhould  declare  war  againft  Spain, 
he  fhould  intruft  none  but  him  with  the  command, 
having  fbme  fufpicion  of  the  other  generals  that 
might  be  employ'd  in  it,  by  reafon  of  their  alli- 
ances with  the  court  of  Spain,  ofjyhich  he  was  well 
informed  5  and  laftly,  that  it  wasi  hcccfTary  for  the 

admiral 
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admiral  to  come  to  him,  that  they  might  confider 
together,  what  mcafures  were  proper  to  be  taken  for 
an  enrerprize  of  that  importance. 

Count  Najjaiiy  being  greatly  fatisfied  with  fb 
agreeable  an  anfwer,  let  out  immediately  for  Rochelle% 
gave  the  admiral  an  account  of  it,  and  conjured  him 
to  lay  hold  of  fo  lucky  an  opportunity,  that  tended  to 
raife  him  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  credit  and  power, 
and  to  put  him  in  a  condition  of  doing  the  beft  ier- 
vice  to  his  friends,  his  allies,  and  his  religion. 

The  marefchals  of  Montmorency,  and  Cqfley  to 
whom  count  NaJ/au  had  imparted  this  affair.,  wrote 
very  prefling  letters  to  the  admiral,  and  fuch  as  were 
intirely  agreeable  to  what  count  Nfiffau  told  him  by 
word  of  mouth  5  Ib  that  having  taken  Ibme  little  time  to 
weigh  the  matter,  he  determined  at  laft  to  go  to  court. 

The  king  carrying  always  the  fame  appearance,  re- 
ceived the  admiral  in  fuch  a  manner  as  might,  in  all 
reafon,  fatisfy  his  vanity.  He  granted  him  fifty  gen- 
tlemen of  his  own  choofing  for  his  guard  j  paid  him 
all  his  charges  j  gave  him' a  place  in  council,  andMemo/rejtle 
loaded  him  wirh  favours.  He  fhew'd  a  great  deal  of  la  ReineMar* 
kindnefs  alfo  to  the  earl  of  Tiocloefoucaut •,  to  I'eligni, 
and  la  Nottet  whom  the  admiral  had  brought  along 
with  him  5  nor  was  there  any  one  courtier,  with  whom 
he  feemed  to  difcourfe  more  freely  than  with  thefe 
three  lords. 

To  carry  on  this  comedy  the  better,  Sckomberg  was 
fent  to  the  proteflant  princes  of  Germany^  to  make  a 
treaty  of  alliance  with  thtm,  and  a  negotiation  was 
purpofely  begun  in  Eiiglan.i,  or  rather,  that  which  had 
been  already  begun  there,  for  the  marriage  of  the  duke 
of  Anjou  with  queen  Elizabeth,  was  more  briskly  car- 
ried on  than  ever.  This  princefs,  who  had  fixed  her 
refolution,  and  was  determined  not  to  marry,  feemed 
fbmetimes  unrefblved,  upon  the  propofal  of  rmrriage 
with  the  duke  <&An]oir,  fbmetimes  fhe  rejefted  it,' 
and  it  was  a  long  time  that  /he  carried  on  this  farce, 
with  regard  as  well  to  that  prince  as  the  duke  of  Alen- 
fon :  but  that  which  wonderfully  rejoyced  the  admi- 
ral, was  the  treaty,  which  was  confirmed  in  June* 
between  this  prince fs  and  the  king,  touching  a  defen- 
five  league  againid.&U.  thofe  that  fhould  oppofe  them  5 
and  it  was  especially  provided,  That  in  cafe  the  king 
H  2  of 
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A.'JD    °^  Spam  fhould  leize  or  detain,    in   his  ports,  the 
if7i."   veflels  of  the  two  nations,  which  often  happened,  then 
v^^-v^  the  king  of  France,  and  the  queen  of  England,  fhould 
Reoiil  <fc    reciprocally  affift  each  other. 

a-  But  that  which  removed  all  the  admiral's  fears, 
and  convinced  hfm  that  the  king  was  determined  to 
declare  war  againft  Spain*  was  his  /hutting  his  eyes 
at  count  Najjciiiy  when  he  raifed  a  great  number  of 
hugonot  fbldiers  to  conduct  them  to  the  Low-Coun- 
tries, and  with  which  he  furprifed  Motis* 

This  conduct  of  the  king  was  fb  offenfive  to  'Phi- 
lip It.  that  his  ambaffador  withdrew  from  the  court 
of  France.  The  rupture  between  the  two  crowns  cou'd 
not  have  been  nearer  upon  the  point,  and  it  was  dif- 
ficult for  the  admiral  not  to  be  deceived  by  all  thefe 
appearances. 

During  thefe  tranfaftions,  and  while  they  were 
making  preparations  for  the  marriage  of  the  prince  of 
Beam>  the  queen  of  Navarre  fell  ill  in  the  beginning 
of  Jwie,  and  was  carried  off  in  fix  days  time  by  her 
diftemper  on  the  ioth  of  the  fame  month.  The  caufe 
of  her  death  was  an  ulcer  in  the  fide,  as  appeared  upon 
the  opening  of  her  body,  which  was  done  by  the  king's 
order.  This  accident  had  no  influence  upon  the  ad- 
miral, notwithilanding  the  flying  report,  that  this 
princefs  was  poifon'd.  Nor  had  it  any  more  effect 
upon  Henry  prince  of  Seam,  who  received  the  news 
upon  the  road,  and  continued  his  journey  to  court. 
After  his  mother's  death,  he  took  the  title  of  king  of 
Navarre,  and  fo  I  fhall  call  him  for  the  future. 

Her  death  made  no  alteration  alfb  with  regard  to 
the  marriage  of  this  prince  with  madam  Margaret, 
excepting  that,  to  give  the  court  fmre  time  for  mourn- 
ing;, it  was  put  off  to  Auguft,  on  the  ioth  of  which 
month  it  was  folemnized  5  but  on-  the  Wednesday  fol- 
lowing there  happened  an  affair  which  made  a  great 
noifc  both  at  court  and  in  the  city.  . 

The  admiral  returning  home  about  n  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  reading  a  petition  that  had  been  preferred 
to  him,  an  hirquebufs  was  fired  'rom  a  window,  one 
bullet  of  which  took  off  the  fecond  finder  of  his  right 
hand  and  the  other  wounded  him  near  the  elbow  on 
the  left  arm.  Upon  this  he  ftood  (till,  and  obferving 
from  whence  the  fhot  came  5  This,  lays  he,  is  the 

fruit 


The  Reign  of  CHARLES  IX.  ioi 

fruit  of  my  reconciliation  with  the  duke  of  Gnife.  Slatt-    JJ,  2>. 
revet,  who  was  the  aflaffin,   had   a  horfe  ready,  and     15-72. 
fled  out  at  the  port  S.  Anto'me. 

The  news  being  brought  to  the  king,  who  was 
playing  at  tennis,  he  fell  into  a  great  paffion,  and 
fwore,  That  he  would  puni/h  the  author  of  iuch  a 
villainous  attempt.  After  dinner,  he  went  to  vifit  the 
admiral,  expreJGfed  his  concern  for  what  had  happened 
in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  and  prornifed  him  to  take  fuch 
fignal  vengeance  of  the  guilty,  as  fhould  latisfy  him. 

The  admiral  being  perfuaded  of  the  king's  fincerity, 
would  not  remove  to  the  Fauxbourg  S.  Germain ,  as 
feveral  of  his  party  advifed  him,  but  contented  him- 
felf  with  this  prince's  permiffion  for  all  the  hugonot 
gentlemen  to  lodge  round  his  hotel,  and  with  a  pro- 
hibition of  all  catholicks  to  pafs  that  way  in  the 
night. 

This  confidence  of  the  admiral  very  much  offended  Memoir**  de 
his  friends  and   fervants,  feveral  of  whom  broke  out  h 
into  vehement  threats.     'Pardaillon  among  the  reft, 
ftanding  by   the  queen  at   /upper,  talk'd  very  freely, 
and  intimated,  that  they  /hould  not  wait  till  the  king 
himlelf  fhould  punifli  this  treachery. 

Thefe  tranfports  of  the  heads  of  the  hugonot  party, 
the  publick  and  private  affemblies  which  they  held, 
and  the  tumult  which  this  accident  cauied  throughout 
tParis,  determined  the  queen  not  to  continue  there. 
She  went  to  wait  upon  the  king,  having  fent  the  count 
de  Retz  before,  who  had  a  great  influence  over  him, 
and  told  him,  that  it  was  no  longer  time  to  deliberate  ; 
that  his  crown  and  his  life,  and  the  fafety  of  the  whole 
royal  family,  lay  at  ftake  ;  that  the  hugonots  were 
preparing  to  revenge  themfelves  of  the  duke  of  Gnife  5 
that  'Paris  was  going  to  be  made  a  field  of  battle  5 
that  there  were  eight  thoufand  hugonots  in  the  city  ; 
that,  being  animated  by  defpair,  if  they /hould  happen 
to  prevail,  he  himfelf  would  become  a  facrifice  to 
them,  and  that  it  wasneceflary  to  prevent  them  on  the 
night  following,  being  that  between  the  eve  and  the 
feaft  of  S.  Bartholomew. 

She  fo  terrified  this  young  prince,  that  he  imme- 
diately called  an  extraordinary  council  upon   the  oc- 
cafion.     This  council  was  compofed  of  the  calvinifts 
greateft  enemies,  viz.  the  duke  of  An]vu%  the  duke  of 
H  3  Ncvtrs, 
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A'  fD-  Nepers,  M.  £Angwhine>  grand  prior  of  France^  7a- 
vannes  and  Retz>.  The  reiblution  was  taken  to  put 
the  admiral  and  the  chief  of  the  hugonot  party  to 
death.  Some  propoted  to  involve  the  king  of  Navarre 
Hift.  de  j.nd  the  prince  ofConde  in  the  maflacre  •  but  the  duke 
.^  jSfo^-  and  I'avannes  oppofing,  it  was  concluded  to 
fave  them. 

As  they  were  defirous  not  to  mifs  their  ftroke,  the 
Tavanna.  ^uke  of  Guife  was  intrufted  with  the  management  of 
this  affair,  who  was  the  admiral's  mortal  enemy,  and 
breathed  nothing  but  revenge  for  the  death  of  the 
duke  his  father,  which  he  was  always  perfuaded  this 
lord  was  the  author  of. 

.  The  duke  of  Guife  never  received  an  order  that 
was  more  agreeable  to  him.  He  informed  the  prefident 
Cfcarron,  lord  mayor  of  farts,  of  the  king's  intentions, 
and  order'd  him  to  give  notice  to  the  captains  of  the 
wards  to  raife  the  citizens  $  that  at  the  found  of  the 
alarm,  which  would  be  rung  upon  the  bell  of  the 
palace-clock,  they  fhould  every  where  fet  lights  in 
the  windows,  that  immediately  they  Ihould  break 
open  the  houfes  of  the  hugonots,  and  put  them  to  the 
iwprd  without  quarter  5  all  which  was  executed  with 
luch  expedition  and  fecrefy,  as  nothing  but  the  ex- 
treme hatred  of  the  catholick  Tari/ians  againft  the 
bugonots  could  have  forced  them  to  obfcrve. 

A  little  before  midnight,  the  duke  ofGttife,  attended 
with  the  duke  £Awnaley  and  the  grand  prior  of  France* 
with  officers,  and  three  hundred  cnoice  foldiers, 
rnarch'd  to  the  admiral's  hotel,  and  broke  open  the 
gates.  La  fiefinc  a  German  fervant  of  the  duke  of 
Guife's,  Achilles  Vetmcd  of  Siemia>  and  colonel  Sar~ 
labour  went  up  ftairs  to  the  admiral's  apartment.  LA 
Befine  gave  him  the  firft  blow,  thrufting  a  broad 
fword  into  his  breaft,  and  he  and  the  re~ft  run  him 
through  in  fcveral  places.  All  that  were  in  the  houfe 
met  with  the  fame,  fate,  and  the  admiral's  body  was 
thrown  out  of  window.  The  like  executions  were  per- 
formed in  the  Louvre,  while  the  citizens  and  foldiers, 
difperfed  throughout  the  city,  did  the  fame  in  private 
houfes. 

There  were  two  thoufand  perfons  killed  that  night 
and  on  S.  Bartholomew's  day,  without  reckoning  thofe 
that  were  deftroycd  the  next  day  in  great  number*. 

The 
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The  earl  of  Montgomery*  the  Vi.iame  of  Chartres,  and 
fome  others,  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  lodge  in  the 
fuburbs  of  S.  Germatns,  made  their  efcape,  and  fled  into 
England. 

As  foon  as  the  fury  of  this  tnaflacre  was  over,  the 
king  fent  for  the  king  of  Navarre  and  the  prince  of 
Conde  into  his  clofet,  and  told  them  in  a  vesy  angry 
manner,  That  he  was  revenged  of  his  cnenves,  who 
under  the  umbrage  of  their  name  and  quality,  as 
princes  of  the  blood,  had  made  war  upon  him,  and 
would  have  had  both  his  life  and  crown  ^  that  he  re- 
quired them  both  to  return  to  the  religion  of  their 
anceftors,  and  that  otherwife  it  was  not  in  his  power 
to  fave  them  from  the  fury  of  the  people. 

The  king  of  Navarre  anfwered  with  fubmiflion, 
That  he  was  always  ready  to  obey  him :  But  the 
prince  of  Conde  replyed  boldly,  That  no  danger  fhou'd 
ever  make  him  betray  his  confcience.  Think  of  it, 
return'd  the  king,  for  if  you  don't  obey  me,  you /hall 
not  be  alive  three  days  hence  $  and  rhen  he  ordered 
him  to  depart  the  chamber.  However,  he  followed 
the  example  of  the  king  of  Navarre  afterwards. 

The  'fiiefday  following,  the  king  went  to  the  par- 
liament, where  he  hid  before  them  the  reafons  that 
had  forced  him  to  make  fo  bloody  an  execution  5  and 
told  them,  that  he  had  not  done  it  till  he  had  received 
information  of  a  frefh  confpiracy  againft  all  the  royal 
family,  and  even  againft  the  king  of  Navarre  j  that  the 
defign  of  the  confpirators  was  to  fet  the  crown  upon 
the  nead  of  the  prince  of  Con.4ey  to  eftablifh  herefy  in 
the  kingdom,  and  extirpate  the  catholick  religion  ; 
that  ootwithftandiag  thefe  enormous  crimes,  he  had 
no  intention  to  rorce  any  man's  confcience,  but  to  caufe 
r'.ie  edicts  of  pacification  to  be  obferved,  excepting 
what  related  to  rhe  publick  profeflion  of  calvinifm, 
which  he  was  refolved  not  to  fuffer. 

After  the  king  had  done  fpeaking,  Cbrijtopber  de  7 
firft  prefidenr,  made  a  fpeech  in  commendation  of  the  L  51. 
king's  prudence  in   the   conduft  that  he  had  obferved 
for  the  good  of  the  ftate  and  religion.     Guy  de  cPibrac% 
advocate  general,  requefted  that  the  admiral  and  his 
accomplices  might  be  proceeded  againft  in  form  of 
law,  which  was  immediately  done,  and  he  was  hanged 
in  effigie,  by   a  fentcnce  of  the  parliament,  upon  the 
H  4  gibbet 
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A.  2>.   gibbet  of  Montfaticon,  to   which  the    populace  had 
if jz.     ibme  days  before  faftned  his  body,  and   from  whence 
v-'-s^-'  it  had  been  taken  away. 

Matthieu.U.     Hiftorians  have  difputed  much  upon  the  manner  in 
TaTanS  de  which  th.e  kinS  fuffered  himklf  to  be  perfuaded  to 
Brant6ofe      order  this   bloody   maflacre.     My  opinion,  which  is 
dips  I'eioge  founded  upon  good  reafons  and  authority,  is,  that  the 
"^6        '  wn'cn  tne  ^ing  an<*  queen  mother  propofed 
to  themfelves  in  it,  was  to  get  rid  of  the   admiral* 
and  make  lure  of  the  two   young  princes  j    that  the 
Icing  had  no  hand  in  wounding  the  admiral  5  and  that 
it  was  wholly  owing  to  the  imprudence  and  menaces  of 
the  hugonots  upon   that  occafion,   that  this  tempeft 
arofe. 

'Paris  was  not  the  only  theatre  of  fo  bloody  a 
tragedy  •  For  at  the  fame  time  that  the  maflacre 
fcegan  in  this  capital,  meflengers  were  difpatch'd  to 
all  parts,  with  orders  to  the  governors  to  caule  the 
catholicks  to  rife  up  in  arms,  and  fall  upon  the  hugo- 
rots.  Meatix,  Orleans,  Troye,  Sourges,  Angers^ 
Iculotife,  Roan  and  Zyons,  fignalized  themfelves  upon 
this  occafion  above  all  the  other  towns.  In  feveral 
other  places  the  governors,  either  out  of  companion,  or 
policy,  or  becaule  they  thought  their  ftrength  not  fuf- 
ficient,  dilpenfed  with  the  order. 

In  fine,  feveral  days  after,  frefh  couriers  were  fent 
to  all  the  provinces,  to  put  an  end  to  this  butchery, 
which,  when  they  came  to  think  of  it  in  cold  blood, 
was  blamed  and  detefted  by  all  the  world.  It  would, 
perhaps,  have  been  found  lefs  fault  with,  if  fb  violent 
a  remedy  had  been  more  effectual  than  indeed  it  was  ; 
but  the  hopes  which  they  had  conceived  of  it  were 
fruftrated,  and  in  fhort  time  after,  the  ftate  found 
itfelf  again  plunged  into  the  moft  dreadful  calami- 
ties. 

The  converfion  of  the  king  of  Navarre,  and  the 

prince  of  Conde^  was  look'd  upon  as  a  main  point,  to 

deprive  the  hugonots  of  all  hopes  of  recovering  the 

furious  blow  that  had,  in  a  manner  of  itfelf,  demolifh- 

ed  them,  and  all  poflible  application  was  ufed  to  in- 

b'Avila  1. 4.  ^ruc^  them.     The  cardinal  of  'Bourbon  their  uncle, 

'imploy'd  all  his  endeavours  towards  it;    and   both 

they  and  Francis  of  'Bourbm   prince  of  Contit    and 

Charles  earl  of  SoiJfit2Sy  the  prince  ofGonde's  younger 

brothers, 
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brothers,  made  their  abjuration,  and  fent  the  news  of  ^  <j 
it  themfelves  to  pope  Gregory  XIII.  "_2 

The  court  being  refolved  to  make  the  beft  of  the  .y~\/~* 
confternation  of  the  hugonots,  thought,  above  all  things, 
of  retaking  the  towns  that  had  been  granted  them  as 
a  fecurity.  Lei  Charite  was  furprizcd  at  the  time  of 
the  maffacre  of  'Paris.  The  vilcount  de  Joyeufe  and 
Strozzi?  who  had  formed  the  fame  defign  upon  Mon- 
tauban  and  Rocbelle^  fucceeded  not.  This  Jaft  place 
gave  them  more  uneafinefs  than  all  the  reft $  becaufe  it 
was  fb  fituated,  as  eafily  to  receive  foreign  liiccours  by 
fea.  Sir<my  who  was  fent  thither,  could  make  nothing 
of  it  j  but  he  received  orders  to  block  it  up  by  land, 
while  Strozzi,  with  fome  privateers,  and  the  baron 
de  IA  Garde,  with  Ibme  gallies  under  his  command,  did 
the  fame  by  fea.  He  invefted  it  in  Nove?nbert  formed 
the  fiege  in  the  following  month,  and  the  duke  of 
Anjou  arrived  with  a  numerous  force  in  February. 

On  the  other  hand,  la  Chatre  governor  of  &erryt 
befieged  Sancerre.  The  marquis  de  Vittar^  who  had 
been  made  admiral  after  the  death  of  Colignt,  took 
almoft  all  the  towns  which  the  hugonots  had  in  Guy- 
enne-)  and  block'd  them  up  in  Montauban.  The 
marefchal  de  ^Damville  afted  more  coldly  in  his 
government  of  Langiiedoc,  and  from  that  time,  his 
fidelity  became  fufpe&ed.  But  the  court  had  their 
views  chiefly  upon  the  fiege  of  Rocbelle,  on  which 
the  fate  of  the  hugonots  depended. 

La  None  commanded  there.  He  was  well  flocked 
with  provifion  and  ammunition,  and  the  place  wa« 
ftrong  by  fituation.  A  great  number  of  hugonot 
gentlemen  had  fled  thither  for  fan&uary,  the  garrifbn 
was  numerous,  and  the  citizens  were  fb  attached  to 
calvinifm,  that  they  were  as  good  as  fb  many  foldiers. 
Fifty-five  hueonot  minifters  that  had  taken  fanftuary 
there,  contributed  greatly  to  confirm  them  in  their 
refblutions,  and  encourage  the  revolt. 

The  duke  of  An'pu  being  arrived  at  the  camp, 
found  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  very  numerous  army. 
Francis  duke  of  Aleiifai  his  brother,  a  prince  of  a 
reftlefs  difpofition,  and  who  was  already  fiifpecled  at 
court,  attended  him  thither.  The  king  of  Navarre 
and  the  prince  of  Cwde,  were  obliged  alfb  to  go  to 
this  fiege,  notwithftanding  the  reluctance  whidTthey 

had 
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A.  2).   h^  to  contribute  to  the  ruin  of  the  only  refburce  of 
1J73-'   a  party  they  always  loved.    The  duke  of  Guife  and 
^  the  marquis  de  Mayenne  his  brother,  for  a  contrary 
reafon,  never  entred  upon  a  campaign  with  more  joy 
than  now.    The  duke  of  Montpenjier,  and  all  the  belt 
officers  in  France  were  prefent  there. 

The  fiege  was  begun  with  more  warmth  than 
prudence.  The  duke  of  Anjou,  whom  they  flattered 
at  that  time  with  the  hopes  of  the  crown  of  'Poland, 
vacant  by  the  death  of  king  Sigifmond,  was  in  hafte 
to  add  the  glory  of  this  fo  famous  a  conqueft,  to  that 
of  his  other  exploits  5  but  he  found  by  experience, 
that  moft  hafte  is  foinetimes  the  worfe  fpeed. 

The  little  precaution  they  had  taken  againft  the 
fallies  of  the  oefieged,  facilitated  their  attempts  that 
way.  They  made  frequent  Tallies,  commonly  with 
fuccefs  and  great  lofs  to  the  befiegers ;  and  the  duke 
tfAuinah  was  killed  by  a  cannot-fhot  on  the  third  of 
March.  The  bufinefs  went  flowly  on  j  but  that 
which  gave  the  inhabitants  the  moft  incouragement, 
was  the  news,  which  they  received  on  the  fourteenth 
of  the  fame  month,  that  the  earl  of  Montgomery  was 
preparing  to  come  to  their  afliftance  with  a  fleet  of 
fixty  lail,  partly  manned  for  fighting,  and  partly 
loaden  with  all  forts  of  ammunition. 

This  news,  however,  produced  an  effecl,  that  was 
not  expefted.  La  None  their  commander,  was  a  mor- 
tal enemy  to  the  earl  of  Montgomery.  He  made  no 
queftion,  but  the  command  would  be  conferred  upon 
him,  if  he  came  to  Rochelle,  and  he  was  refblved  not 
to  ferve  under  him.  The  infblence  of  the  hugonot 
minifters,  who  would  govern  abfblutely  in  council, 
was  infupportable  to  him.  So  he  determined  to  with- 
draw, and  having  made  a  fally,  and  got  free  of  the 
troop,  which  he  commanded,  he  rode  up  to  the  camp 
with  all  fpeed,  and  furrendred  himfelf  to  the  duke  of 
j4njau,  who  readily  received  him  as  a  man  whole 
ability  had  hitherto  very  much  retarded  the  progreis 
of  the  fiege.  Some  gentlemen  followed  his  example  ; 
but  nothing  of  all  this  difmayed  the  Rochellers,  nor 
made  them  «jore  ready  to  hearken  to  the  propofals 
for  accommodation  that  were  offered  to  them  from 
time  to  time  during  the  fiege. 

A  great 
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A  great  breach  having  been  made  on  the  feventh 
of  April  in  the  bulwark  of  the  Gqfl>elt  they  gave  the 
aflault.  It  was  defended  with  much  valour,  and  the 
befiegers  repulfed  with  great  lofs.  The  dukes  of 
Mayenne  and  Nevers  were  wounded.  A  lecond  and  a 
third  affault  lucceeded  no  better,  and  "this  ill  fuccels 
was  chiefly  owing  to  their  not  destroying  a  cafemate 
that  lay  behind  the  breach  of  the  bulwark.  After- 
wards they  bartered  this  cafemate,  and  the  count 
du  Lude  attack'd  it  at  the  head  of  an  intire  regiment 
of  infantry  j  but  he  was  repuUed  aUb.  Upon  this 
they  blew  up  the  point  of  the  bulwark  with  a  mine  : 
But,  though  the  breach  was  very  large,  they  cou'd 
not  yet  carry  it  $  and  after  a  fre/h  affault  of  three  hours, 
the  duke  of  Anjcti  was  forced  to  found  a  retreat. 

During  this  obftinate  refinance,  a  bark  arrived  with 
the  news,  that  the  fleet  with  fuccours,  commanded  by 
the  earl  of  Montgomery^  was  near  at  hand.  The 
queen  of  England^  notwithstanding  the  treaties  made 
with  France,  and  the  negotiations  for  her  marriage 
with  the  duke  of  Anjou,  had  fuffered  thefe  fhips  to 
be  fitted  out  at  Falmouth  and  tplymouth,  excufing  her- 
felf,  by  faying,  That  it  was  not  fhe,  but  private 
perlbns  that  fitted  them  out  at  their  own  expencc  5 
and  if  they  took  them,  they  might  hang  them  with- 
out offending  her. 

This  collufion  was  almoft  as  bad  for  France  as  an 
open  rupture ;  but  they  were  not  in  a  condition  to  make 
reprifals.  After  all,  this  fleet  yielded  the  Rochellm 
but  one  fingle  advantage,  which  was  that  of  fupplying 
them  with  powder,  of  which  they  had  great  need, 
and  this  was  brought  them  by  lome  barks,  which 
entred  by  the  help  of  the  night,  the  duke  of  Anjou 
having  given  fuch  good  orders,  that  the  fleet  durft 
not  make  any  other  attempt,  excepting  that  juft 
mentioned,  nor  atrack  his  veftels,  which  he  caufed  to 
withdraw  under  the  cannon  of  the  feveral  forts,  that 
he  had  built  upon  the  fhore.  Montgomery  having 
continued  two  days  off  the  head  of  the  bay,  returned 
to  Brefstgnej  and  went  to  pillage  'Belle  ifle. 

The  retreat  of  the  fleet  gave  room  for  frefh  nec»o- 
tiat'ons  5  but  they  always  ended  as  they  began  t  The 
battery  was  renewed  againft  the  bulwark  of  the 
)  which  they  demoli/hed  in  two  places ,  one  of 

the 
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the  mines  was  difcovered,  and  the  miners  ftifled  5 
another  fprung.  The  aflault  followed,  and  wa-s  again 
vigoroufly  futtained.  The  count  fat  Ltide  carried  the 
counterfcarp  of  the  port  S.  Nicholas :  The  bulwark  of 
the  Goffel  was  attack'd  again,  and  at  laft  carried  5  but 
thebefieged  retook  it,  as  well  as  the  counterfcarp  of  the 
portS.  Nicholas. 

The  bulwark,  after  fb  many  attacks,  was  nothing 
but  a  heap  of  ftones,  and  the  fofle  was  fb  full  of  the 
ruins  on  that  fide,  that  the  way  was  open  to  enter  the 
city  $  fb  the  Rochellers  gave  themielves  no  more 
trouble  to  defend  it,  nor  the  befiegers  to  make  them- 
ielves a  lodgment  there  3  but  during  the  time  that  was 
fpent  in  attacking  and  defending  it,  they  had  fo  well 
fortified  and  flanked  the  intrenchments  behind,  that 
they  were  ftronger  than  the  bulwark  itfelf. 

Several  other  attacks  pafled,  in  which  the  befiegers 
loft  many  officers  and  fbldiers,  without  performing  any 
great  feats  :  In  the  mean  time  a  piece  of  news  arrived 
at  the  .camp,  which  fbon  pafled  into  the  city,  and 
gave  hopes  of  an  expedient,  by  the  help  of  which, 
the  king  would  be  able  to  free  himfelf  from  the  diffi- 
culty of  an  enterprize,  in  which  he  was  refblved  to 
receive  no  affront,  and  the  fuccefs  of  which  was  rendred 
very  dubious  by  the  obftinacy  of  the  rebels. 

This  news  was  the  election  of  the  duke  of  An]ou 
to  the  throne  of  Poland.  It  was  brought  him  by  a 
meflenger  difparch'd  from  John  de  Montluc  bifhop  of 
Valence^  who,  with  his  ufiial  conducl  in  negotiations, 
had  carried  it  in  favour  of  this  prince  againft  very 
powerful  rivals. 

This  affair  obliged  the  duke  of  Anjou  to  put  an 
end  to  the  fiege  of  Rocbelle  in  any  manner  whatfoever, 
and  he  received  exprefs  orders  for  that  purpofe  from 
the  king.  Another  reafon  induced  him  to  grant  the 
hugonots  the  mo(:  advantageous  conditions  poflible. 
The  proteftant  lords  of  Tolat!^  either  of  their  own 
proper  motion,  or  being  fblicited  by  the  calvinifts  of 
France^  had  required  this  of  the  bifhop  of  Valence* 
who  had  affured  them  of  it  by  letter,  promifing  to 
get  this  article  confirmed  by  the  king ;  and  the  re- 
gard which  this  prelate  had  for  the  hugonot  party, 
prevailed  with  him  not  to  make  any  great  oppofition 
to  their  demand. 

A  con* 
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A  conference  was  agreed  upon,  and  on  the  twenty- 
'fourth  of  June,  the  articles  of  capitulation  were  con- 
eluded  and  fent  to  the  king.  The  duke  of  Anjou 
went  to  the  ifle  of  Oleron,  to  wait  for  the  ratification, 
which  the  king  lent  him  within  a  few  days. 

The  moft  remarkable  articles  >  were,  That  the  ex- Dans  I'Edit 
ercife  of  the  Romijh  religion  fhould  be  re-eftablimeddu.  Mo'K  <fc 
at  Rochelle  as  it  was  in  all  the  kingdom.  ^  ' 

That  the  calvinifts  of  Montauban  and  Nifmes  /hou'd 
be  permitted  to  continue  in  their  religion,  and  to  have 
the  exercife  of  it  in  their  houfes,  not  in  the  towns  and 
publick  places.  Mention  is  made  in  this  treaty,  of 
the  cities  of  Nifmes  and  Montauban,  bacaufe  there  was 
a  kind  o!  confederacy  between  them  and  Rocbelley 
by  which  they  were  obliged  not  to  treat  feparately. 
Sanrerre  was  alfo  one  of  them  ;  but  the  king  abfblutely 
refuled  to  fuffer  that  town  to  be  comprehended  in  the 
treaty. 

That  the  king  fhould  place  governors  in  Rocbelle, 
and  Montauban,  but  not  garrifbns,  and  that 
thefe  three  cities  fhould  give  the  king  four  of  their 
chief  citizens  for  hoftages. 

This  capitulation  ferved  rather  to  fcreen  the  king 
and  the  duke  of  An]Vit&  honour,  than  truly  to  fubjeft 
the  Rocbellers,  who  remained  abfolute  matters  of  their 
city,  as  they  effectually  made  it  appear  afterwards. 
The  eagernefs  of  the  queen  mother  to  fee  her  fon 
upon  the  throne  of  Poland,  and  this  young  prince's 
impatience  of  taking  pofleffion  of  it,  much  more  than 
the  benefit  of  the  ftate,  was  the  caufe  of  haftning  the 
conclufion  of  this  treaty. 

Thus  ended  this  affair,  and  thus  by  the  precipitancy 
and  particular  intereft  of  the  duke  of  An]ou,  were 
twenty-four  thoufand  men  loft  at  this  fiege  to  no  pur- 
pofe,  who  perifhed  in  nine  aflaults,  and  by  the  dif- 
cafes  which  the  length  of  the  fiege  caufed  in  the  camp, 
and  the  only  fruit  of  which  was  a  patch'd-up  peace, 
which  the  duke  of  Anjou  himfelf,  after  his  coming  to 
the  crown  of  France,  had  all  the  reafbn  in  the  world  to 
repent  of. 

As  foon  as  the  peace  was  proclaimed,  the  duke  of  Mattlucu.  t, 
An\on  returned  to  'Paris,  to  wait  for  the  embaflfadors  6- 
from  the  republick  of  tpoland;  and  in  the  mean  time, 
ft  Cbatre  governor  of  Berry,  beficged  Sancerre.    This 

fiege 
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A.  2X    fiege  was  fuftained    with    as  much  and  more  vigour 
1f7?-     tnan  l^at  wn'cn  was  1*'^  to  *his  little  town  fbme  years  | 
before.     The  citizens  endured,  upon  this  occafion,  the  I 
laft  extremity  of  famine  j  and.  at  length  finding  they  | 
were  not  included  in  the  capitulation  of  Reckelle,  they  i 
furrendred  on  the  nineteenth  of  Auguft  upon  tolerable 
terms,  which  the  'Polijjj  embafTadors  obtained  for  them. 
Liberty  ot  conicience  was  granted  them  according  to  ; 
the  latl  edict  of  July  ;  but   their  walls  were  raized, 
and  they  redeemed  the  pillage  of  their  town  by  a  fum 
of  money.     The  hugonots  began  to  revolt  again  in 
Laiiguedoc,  Fivarais,    and  tDaupjbtne,   which   was    in 
time,  of  mifchievous  conference.     But  the  court  was 
not  enough  apprehenfive  of  it. 

They  were  taken  up  in  preparing  a  reception  for  the 
Tolijb  embafladors,  which  was  managed  with  great 
ceremony.  They  ialuted  the  duke  ot  An]m  as  their 
king,  took  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  him,  and  he,  on 
the  other  hand,  fwore  to  maintain  the  privileges  of 
the  nation,  and  aft  the  articles  that  had  been  ftipulated 
between  the  bifhop  of  Valence  and  the  republick. 

He  immediately  prepared  for  his  journey  to  Tolandt 
and  fet  forward  on  the  eve  of  S.  Michal,  attended 
with  the  king,  the  queen  mother,  the  duke  of  A*  enfon, 
the  king  of  Navarre,  and  a  great  number  of  lords  and 
officers  of  the  court. 

The  king's  defign  was  to  go  as  far  as  the  frontier  of 
Germany,  through  which  the  king  of  'Poland  was  to 
pafs  5  but  falling  ill  at  Fitri,  he  proceeded  no  farther. 
He  was  feized  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  made  them  ap- 
prehenfive of  the  confequence  of  his  diftemper.  How- 
ever, it  was  not  fiich  as  would  have  induced  any  one 
to  believe  his  death  fo  near  j  upon  which  account,  the 
king  of  ^Polan'i  continued  his  journey  after  feveral 
conferences  with  the  queen  mother  upon  what  might 
happen  in  this  cafe. 

He  pafled  through  Heydelbcrg,  the  capital  of  the 
^Palatinate,  where  Frederic  III.  count  palatin,  the 
great  proteclor  of  the  calvinifts,  treated  him  rery  in- 
decently. He  was  better  received  in  moft  of  the 
other  ftates  of  the  feveral  princes  of  Germany.  He 
arrived  at  Cracovia,  and  was  crowned  king  there  on 
Slorove-Swiday. 

During 
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During  the  king's  journey  with  the  king  of  'Poland,  jjf  2). 
the  boldnels  of  the  hugonots,  difperled  as  they  were,  ----  * 
terrified  the  court,  and  made  them  lufpcct  they  had 
ibme  unknown  alliitance,  and  invifible  heads  upon 
which  they  depended.  Thole  of  gtuercy,  Languedcc^ 
tDaufhine,  'Province-,  and  Xalntonge  declared  openly 
againft  the  laft  edict  of  pacification,  and  againll  the 
capitulation  of  Rocbelle.  Their  minifters  and  feveral 
lords  and  gentlemen  of  their  party,  had,  with  great 
condelcenfion,  been  permitted  to  alTemble,  or  their 
meetings  tolerated  j  and  this  they  had  rcquefted  under 
pretence  of  taking  Ibmc  meafures,  in  order  to  live  in 
peace  with  the  catholicks  in  the  provinces,  where  they 
were  intermixed  with  each  other  $  but  their  real  in- 
tention was,  to  make  provifion  for  themfelves  in  cafe 
the  war  fiiould  break  out  again. 

They  began  to  eftablifh  a  fort  of  a  republican  plan 
there,  of  which  Nifmes  and  Mcntauban  were  to  be,  as  it 
were,  the  capitals,  to  which  the  private  councils  that  were 
to  be  eftablimed  in  the  other  provinces,  were  to  make 
their  report,  and  give  account  of  their  refblutions. 

From  thele  two  cities  were  fent  two  of  the  moft 
impudent  petitions  imaginable  j  in  which,  befides  the 
publick  exercile  of  their  religion,  they  demanded  an  in- 
finite number  of  other  things  j  and  particularly,  that  the 
proteftant  princes  of  Germany,  the  Swift,  and  the  queen 
of  Ungland,  ftiould  be  guarantees  for  the  obfervation 
of  the  new  edict,  which  they  defign'd  the  king  fhould 
make  by  agreeing  to  their  demands. 

The  petitions  were  prefented  to  the  king  at  Villers- 
Coteretz.  The  council  was  furprized  at  it.  The  queen 
mother  being  aftonifh'd,  inftead  of  caufing  the  meflen- 
gers  to  be  arrefted,  as  they  deferved,  /he  told  them 
very  mildly,  That  it  did  not  become  them,  considering 
what  condition  they  were  in,  to  prefent  fuch  petitions 
as  thefe ;  and  that  the  prince  of  Coitdey  if  he  was  yet 
living,  and  had  fifty  thoufand  foot,  and  twenty  thou- 
land  horfe  in  the  field,  would  not  venture  to  demand 
the  moiety  of  their  propofals. 

The  king  anfwered  with  as  little  courage  as  the 
queen  mother,  which  imboldened  the  hugonots,  who 
perceived  they  were  afraid  of  them,  to  go  all  lengths, 
and  to  accompli fh,  in  an  aflembly  which  they  held  at 
Ml/au4  in  Royerguet  their  projeft  of  a  republican 

ftate, 
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jj  CQ    ftate,  by  a  confederacy  of  all  the  reformed  churches  in 
102.*  France. 

V*x«J  They  ftrengthen'd  themfelves  more  and  more  in 
LanguedoC)  £*ti6rci,  Rovergue,  Vwarais^  and  %)au- 
fkine,  a  country  full  of  mountains,  and  where  it  was 
difficult  to  attack  them  ;  and  in  the  provinces,  and 
elfewhere,  the  two  parties  were  continually  a  fighting 
with  each  other,  having  no  regard  to  the  king's  orders. 
But  the  fburcc  of  the  mifchief  was  not  yet  difcovered 
which  proceeded  as  well  from  the  catholicks  as  the 
calvinifts. 

At  fuch  a  time  as  this,  and  in  courts  fo  divided,  as 
were  that  of  Francis  II.  and  Charles  IX.  one  iaclion 
was  no  fooner  fupprefTed  and  deftroyed,  than  ano- 
ther arofe.  Had  it  not  been  for  this,  the  herefy,  not- 
withftanding  all  its  efforts,  muft  have  funk  in  time  $ 
but  its  deftruftion  would  have  too  much  raifed  the 
houfe  of  Lorraine,  and  the  Montmorency's  look'd  upon 
too  great  an  elevation  of  that  family,  as  the  fall  and 
entire  ruine  of  their  own. 

The  marefchal  de  Montmorencyi  the  eldeft  of  the 
four  brothers  that  were  yet  remaining  to  fupport  it, 
was  a  peribnal  enemy  of  the  cardinal  de  Lorraine^  upon 
account  of  a  great  difference  that  happened  between 
them  in  the  beginning  of  this  reign,  occafion'd  by  the 
marefchal's  hindring  the  cardinal  from  entring  {Paris 
with  his  attendants  armed,  which  he  did  under  pre- 
tence of  executing  certain  orders  of  the  king.  The 
cardinal,  and  the  duke  of  Guije,  after  the  affair  of 
yjartholometv-)  had  a  greater  intereft  at  court  than 
ever,  and  the- queen  mother,  who  had  fcarce  any  body 
but  them  to  depend  upon  againft  the  hugonors,  was 
clofely  linked  with  them.  The  confequences  of  this 
union,  the  Monttnorency's  had  all  the  reaibn  in  the 
world  to  be  afraid  of,  which  gave  them  great  uneafi- 
nefs,  and  put  them  upon  forming  a  third  party,  of 
which  thehugonots  made  a  confiderable  advantage. 

This  party  was  called  the  Maleconrents^  becaufe  it 
was  compofed  of  fuch  as  pretended  to  be  ill  ufed  at 
court.  It  was  allb  called  the  party  of  Politicians  be- 
caufe  they  did  not  revolt  under  the  pretence  of  religi- 
on, as  the  hugonots  did,  but  under  that  of  reforming 
the  ftate,  the  corruption  of  which  they  greatly  ag- 
gravated. 

This 
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This  party  had  a  leader  ready  to  head  them,  which 
was  Franca  Duke  of  sliejijaiy  the  king's  brother,  a 
.  prince  or"  a  reiHeis  Ipirir,  inclined  to  the  fa&ions,  and 
lowered,  by  being  rerulcd  the  otrice  of  lieutenant  ge- 
neral of  the  kingdom,  after  the  departure  of  the  new  •» 
hing  of  '•Polani,  by  the  jeaioufy  he  had  always  had  of 
this  prince,  and  tne  conitraints  they  had  till  then  laid 
him  under.  Moreover,  of  but  a  moderate  capacity, 
and  little  conduct,  formed  rather  to  ierve  as  an  inftru- 
ment  to  the  paflions  of  another,  than  to  follow  his 
own  true  intereits. 

Though  the  malecontents,  or  politicians,  feemed  to 
form  a  leparare  party,  and  not  to  enrer  into  the  views 
of  that  of  the  hugooots,  yet  they  were  under  a  ne- 
ceflity  of  acling  in  concert  againft  the  princes  of  the 
houfe  of  Gi/ife,  their  common  enemies,  and  to  fup- 
port  each  other.  The  new  revolts  of  the  hugonots 
were  a  managed  diverfion,  to  divide  the  attention  of 
the  court,  and  a  means  which  the  maiecoatents  made 
ule  of  to  arrive  at  their  end.  La  Haye,  lieutenant 
general  of  'Poitiers,  one  of  their  emiflaiies,  went  to 
the  aflembly  of  Alillaud  for  this  purpofe,  and  was  very 
inftant  with  the  Rocfallen  to  enter  into  the  confede- 
racy of  Nifwes,  and  Montauban.  Several  of  the  inha- 
bitants, being  weary  of  the  civil  wars,  oppofed  it  5 
but  la  None  going  to  Rochelle  in  January,  under  pre- 
tence of  a  communion  that  was  to  be  adminiftred-^'°-I574 
there,  perlwaded  them  to  agree  to  the  propofal.  They 
repaired  their  walls,  and  replenifhed  their  magazines^ 
and  la  None  was  declared  commander  of  the  armies 
there,  in  <Poitou,  Xaintorge,  and  Augoulerae,  by  the 
confent  of  the  hugonot  nobility  of  thofe  provinces. 

All  thefe  meafures  being  taken  between  the  hugo- 
nots and  politicians,  the  duke  of  Jllenfon  was  made 
acquainted  with  it  5  and,  in  concert  with  him,  it  was 
refolved,  That  a  body  of  hbrfe  mould  repair  on 
Shrove-'fuefdayi  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the  place 
where  the  court  mould  then  be,  and  carry  him 
off,  to  place-  him  at  the  head  of  the  party  of  the 
catholick  malecontents:  but  the  matter  was  difcover- 
cd  by  the  duke  of  Alenfon  himfelf,  in  purfuance  of 
the  advice  given  him  by  la,  Mole,  a  gentleman  of  a 
VPr&vexce-hmilv,  and  the  defign  came  to  nothing. 

VOL.  IV.  I  The 
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A.  2).  Thc  queen  mother,  to  put  a  flop  to  all  thcfc  con- 
^piracies,  being  gone  to  Vincennes  with  the  king,  and 
having  perfuaded  the  duke  of  Alenfvn  and  the  king 
of  Navarre  to  come  thither,  they  were  no  fooner  ar- 
rived, than  fhe  declared  to  them,  That  fhe  would  not 
nuke  them  prifoners  indeed,  but  they  fhould  not  be 
fuffered  to  go  out  of  the  caftle  j  and  that  /he  had  good 
reafons  for  what  fhe  did.  The  marefchals  de  Mont- 
morency  and  CoJJe,  la  Mote,  the  earl  of  Coconnaest  a 
gentleman  of  'Piedmont^  Gi'Otitrye  the  king's  fteward, 
and  fbme  others,  were  taken  up  alfo,  upon  notice  of 
a  frefh  plot,  to  carry  off  the  two  princes. 

This  information  was  given  by  a  young  gentleman, 
named  Tves  de  Brhxmjo  whomGrantrye  had  communi- 
cated it.  Thofe  that  were  taken  up  were  tried.  Let  Mole 
and  Cocwwats  difcovered  all  the  lecrets  of  the  fadlion 
of  malecontents,  which  was  going  to  raife  a  rebellion 
in  the  whole  kingdom.  They  were  both  condemned 
to  be  beheaded  $  and  another  named  Tourtai  was 
hanged,  notwithstanding  he  pretended  to  be  a  gentle- 
man. The  two  princes  made  a  bad  defence  for  them- 
felves  3  but  they  did  not  proceed  to  any  rigours  againft 
them  at  that  time :  Many  lords  were  impeached  by 
la  Mcle  and  Ccconnats ;  but  they  contented  themfelves 
with  punifhing  thefe  two  confidents  of  the  duke  of 
dlenjbn. 

As  they  were  apprehenfive  that  the  marefchal 
%)amvillet  who  had  an  army  in  LangueAoc,  would 
revolt  upon  account  of  the  imprifonment  of  his  brother 
the  marefchal  de  Montmorency,  they  fent  S.  Sulpttius, 
the  duke  of  JJIenfcn's  fteward,  and  Villeroy^  fecretary 
of  ftate,  as  it  were,  to  confiilt  with  him  about  pacify- 
ing the  troubles  in  Langnedoc^  and  to  fee  if  they  could 
find  out  his  intentions  5  but  they  were  greatly  fur- 
prized  at  the  order  which  they  received,  to  caufe  the 
marefchal  himfelf  to  be  leized,  which  was  a  point 
out  of  their  power  to  bring  about,  and  the  marefchal 
being  informed  of  all  that  pafled  at-  court,  was  very 
fiifpicious,  and  kept  himfelf  very  much  upon  his 
guard. 

During  all  thefe  intrigues,  the  hugonots  being  well 
aflured,  that  they  fhould  be  back'd  by  the  third  party, 
took  up  arms  again  in  feveral  places,  and  feized  fe- 

veral 
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vcral  towns  in  'Poifou  and  Xaintonge.    Colombieres  fur-   rf.  %}. 
prized  S.  Lo  in  Lower  Normandy t  and  Montgomery    1774. 
obliged  Carentan    to  furrender.      As  for  Lavgutdoct  *^\***J 
tfvarais  and  the   neighbouring  provinces,   there  had 
been  for  fome  months  before,  an  open  war  there  be- 
tween the  catholicks  and  the  hugonots. 

The  king,  after  Ibme  uielels  negotiations,  tent  the 
duke  de  Montpenfier  into  'Poitoti  and  Xaintonge  againft 
la  None  5  and  prince  Dauphin,  ion  of  this  duke, 
againft  Montbrun w'Datipbwy.  James £Acier  baron  of 
CruJJol,  and  afterwards  duke  of  Ufez>,  who  had  re- 
turn'd  to  the  catholick  party,  was  appointed  to  go 
againft  the  rebels  of  Langutjoc,  and  ML  de  Matignon, 
lieutenant  general  of  Normandy,  againft  the  earl  of 
Montgomery. 

The  duke  of  Mwtpenfier  took  Talmont,  and  was 
forced  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Fontenay-la-Comtey  after  he 
had  given  an  aflault,  and  returned  to  court,  whither 
the  queen  had  called  him,  upon  account  of  the  king's 
illnefs,which  grew  every  day  more  dangerous  than  other. 

The  hugonots  were  clofcly  prefled  in  NQr?ttandy,&Avi\a.l.  j; 
Mdtignon  mut  up  the  earl  of  Montgomery  in  S.  Lot 
and  laid  fiege  to  it.  This  earl,  who  had  no  forage  for 
his  cavalry,  made  a  fally  on  the  fifth  day,  and  pafled 
fword  in  hand  crofs  the  enemy's  camp,  having  com- 
mitted the  defence  of  the  place  to  Colombierest  with 
aflfurance  of  fuccours,  as  loon  as  he  had  aflembled  the 
hugonot  nobility,  who  were  bringing  him  fome  forces 
from  this  and  the  neighbouring  provinces.  He  came 
to  liomfroKtt  in  order  to  go  from  thence  to  meet  fome 
cavalry  that  was  coming  to  him  from  Higher  Nor- 
manAy  5  but  Matignon,  who  look'd  upon  it  as  a 
matter  of  the  laft  conftquence  not  to  let  Moiztgomery 
elcape,  who  alone  by  his  wifdom  and  great  experience, 
wa$  able  to  maintain  the  war  in  that  country,  march'd 
after  him  with  fb  much  expedition  to  1)omfroiit%  that 
he  fhut  him  up,  as  he  had  done  before  at  S.  Z0,  and 
inverted  the  place. 

Montgomery  had  not  in  all  above  fourfcore  and  ten 
harquebufiers,  and  fome  gentlemen.  However  he 
made  feveral  fallies,  and  fuftained  an  affkult  of  five 
hours  in  the  caftle  j  but  notwithftanding  he  dellroyed 
a  great  number  of  the  befiegers,  his  condition  was 
I  i  not 
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J3.  "D.   not  better'd,  by  reafon  of  the  great  lots  that  he  fuf- 
j_l,  '    fered  ot   the  braved   perions   in    his    little   garrilbnj. 

v^/~V-<^  and  after  the  -alfault  was  ovex,  he  had  but  fifteen  or 
fixteen  men  left,  .befides  the  wounded,  that  were  in  a 
"    condition   to  engage.     He    rcfolved   to   dye   {'word  in 
hand,  being  throughly  perfuaded,  that  if  he  mould  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  queen  mother.  Ihe  would  deltroy 
-    him,  upon  account  of  the  death  of  her  husband  king 
Jlcu/j  II.  of  which  he   had    been  the  author,  thought 
by  an  accident  which'  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  pre- 
vent. 

But  he  did  not  find  the  few  men  that  were  left,  in 
the  lame  refohition,  and  therefore  was  forced  to  capi- 
tulate, and  furrendcr  himlelf  a  prifoner  with  the  pro- 
mife  of  his  life. 

popciinlere  J\fatigiiQ?2,  after  he  had  taken  'Dorajrcnt,  returned 
to  the  fiege  cf  S.  Lc,  which  had  been  continued,  not- 
withftanding  that  of  fDotxfrwtf.  Co/owbieres  defended 
it  with  extreme  valour,  iuitained  and  repulfed  two 
aflaults,  and  was  fhot  through  the  head  with  an  har- 
quebufs  at  the  third.  His  death  gave  the  aflailants 
the  victory ;  the  town  was  carried,  and  above  four 
hundred  men  cut  in  pieces.  Carentan  did  nor  hold 
out  long  after  the  taking  of  S.  Lo  j  and  the  cathoticks 
got  the  better  in  thofe  parts. 

While  they  were  thus  engaged  in  {everal  provinces, 
the  court  was  ftrangely  alarm'd  upon  account  of  the 
king's  ficknefs,  of  which  he  died  on  the  thirtieth  of 
May,  being  WTiitJuiday,  at  Vincevnes,  in  the  middle 
of  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  reign,  and  when  he  was 
juft  a  going  into  the  twenty  fourth  of  his  age.  It 
was  thought  that  his  lungs  were  impaired  by  continu- 
ally blowing  the  horn,  when  he  went  a  hunting, 
which  was  very  often. 

On  the  morning  of  the  day  in  which  he  died,  he 
fent  for  the  chevalier  de  'Birc.gue,  and  the  fieur  de  Sanve 
frcretary  of  ftate  ;  and  in  prefence  of  the  duke  of 
Alenfin,  the  king  of  tfavarre,  Charles  cardinal  of 
Bourbon,  and  feveral  lords  of  the  court,  he  declared 
his  brother  Henry,  king  of  'Poland,  his  fucceflor, 
agreeably  to  the  laws  of  the  kingdom  5  and  the  aft 

R?l  fVrs   duthat  he  had  delivered  to  him  before  his  departure 
vfrom  Fr&ace.  and  regiftred  in  parliament  ;  ordered 

.....nncc  r  , 
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that  the  queen  his  mother  fhould  govern  the  ftate,  with  ^1.  2?. 
the  charadcr  of  regent,  till  this  prince's  return  j  obliged  1 574. 
all  the  princes  and  lords  that  were  prelenr,  to  llvear 
to  b£ar  true  faith  and  allegiance  to  the  king  of  'JVrf/7/j 
vehemently  exhorted  the  duke  of  j'llfcijQn  to  J:eep 
within,  the  bounds  of  his  duty,  and  lent  a  will  to  the 
parliament  of  'Paris,  where  it  was  read  and  proved  a 
few  days  afier  with  the  ordinary  formalities. 

He  was  a  prince  of  good  qualities,  fcnfe  and  fpirif, 
liberal,  and  conltant,  flept  little,  and  lluck  at  no 
fatigue.  He  xvas  very  dextrous  at  bodily  exercifes, 
had  an  extreme  delire  to  fignalize  himlelf  in  war, 
and,  upon  (everaloccafions,  gave  proof  of  his  courage 
and  intrepidity.  He  had'a  raite  for  learning,  eftcem'd 
and  incouraged  thole  that  cultivated  it,  and  fucceeded 
not  ill  himielf  in  iome  little  pieces  of  his  own  com- 
pofing,  which  appeared  in  the  world.  He  wrote  a 
treatiie  of  hunting,  which  lircMtQim  gives  us  a  great 
character  of.  He  was  naturally  eloquent  and  judicious, 
and  was  admired  by  the  foreign  etrbatfadors  for  his 
extempore  anfwers,  when  he  gave  them  audience. 

He  was  never  much  inclined  to  debauch,  nor  was  it 
any  thing  but  the  corruption  of  the  court,  the  fnares 
that  were  there  laid  for  him,  the  vain  and  criminal 
honour  that  all  at  that  time  gloried  in  of  having  a 
miftrefs,  rather  than  his  own  pailion  and  choice,  that 
led  him  into  fome  irregular  practices.  He  had  re- 
.igion,  which  was  a  rare  court-virtue  at  that  time, 
and  a  great  zeal  for  the  exterminating  of  herefy  out 
of  his  kingdom.  He  loved  his  fubje£b,  and  upon 
hi.s  death-bed  exprefTed  his  fa  tis  fact  ion  at  having  no 
children  to  fucceed  him,  but  his  brother  the  king 
af  'Poland ;  by  reafon  of  the  misfortunes,  which  he 
knew  by  experience  the  ftate  was  ordinarily  fubject  to 
during  the  minority  of  princes. 

His  chief  fault  was  paflion,  and  a  kind  of  fierce-  B 
nefs  that  appeared  in  his  eyes,  all  yellow  with  bile, 
in  which  there  was  (bmething  favage.  He  (wore  by 
the  name  of  God  upon  all  occafions,  having  con- 
tracted this  unworthy  habit  from  a  child,  by  fre- 
quently talking  with  the  marefchal  de  R?tz,  one  of 
his  favourites,  who  was  very  fubject  to  this  vice. 
He  was  tall,  but  a  little  crooked,  and  of  a  pale 
I  3  coun- 
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A.  2).  countenance,  had  a  Ro/xan  nofe,  his  head  commonly 
15-74.    inclining  a  little  on  one  fide,  and  a  majeftick   pre- 
vX'V^'  fence. 

He  had  but  one  daughter  by  Elizabeth  of  Au~ 
ftric,  named  Mary  £Hztfbethy  who  died  at  the 
age  of  five  years  and  a  half,  and  one  Ion  by  a 
mirtrefs,  named  Mary  'loucbct,  daughter  of  a  private 
lieutenant  of  Orleans.  This  fbn  was  Charles  de  P'alois 
earl  of  Aavergne  and  'Pombieu*  afterwards  duke  of 
i'.c^  and  colonel  general  of  the  light  horfe. 
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VOL.  IV. 
HENRY  III. 

HENRT  III.  king  of  France,  afcended   ^  ^ 
the  throne  in  the  twenty-fourth-  year  of    1574. 
his  age.    It  was  an  unhappy  circumftancc  ^^\^^/ 
for  him,  that  he  was  then  at  fo  remote  a 
diftance  from  the  kingdom,  and  that  upon 
two  accounts  5  firft,  becaufe  of  the  great  difficulties 
he  would  meet  with  in  leaving  'Poland,  and  fecondly, 
becaule  he  was  greatly  hated  in  France,  not  only  by 
thehugonots,  who  were  firmly  perfuaded,  that  he  had 
been  one  of  the  principal  authors  of  the  maflacre  of 
S.  Bartholomew,  but  alfo  by  the  numerous  faction  of 
the  malecontents,  who  believed  him  to  he  intirely  go- 
verned by  the  houfe  ofGuife. 

It  appeared,  by  the  inftruftions  for  the  trial  of  the 
fieurs  4e  la  Mole,  and  de  Coconnats,  that  the  defign 
of  the  faction  was  to  put  a  ftop  to  his  return  into 
France,  in  cafe  of  the  king's  death,  and  to  fet  the  Memoirw  de 
crown  upon  the  head  of  his  brother  the  duke  £  Alen-^T^'  T*  *' 
fon  j  but,  by  good  fortune,  both  this  prince  and  the 
king  of  Navarre  were  then  confined  in  the  cattle  of 
I  4  Vincennest 
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A.  2X  Vincennes,  which  was  an  accident  of  the  lall  impor- 
IJ74-     tance  to  the  new  king. 

v/"y-^      The  queen  mother,  who  was  fenfible  how  neceflary 
ropelinierc    lt    u,as    for  him   to  return  fpeedily    into  Fr<:,*ce,  di- 
*7'      .  fpatch'd  away  to   him,  Ibme  hours  after  the  king's 
death,  the  fieur  de  CkemertiM,  and  ordered  the  fieur 
de  Nrnvi  to  follow  him.    The  firit  arrived  at  Cracovia 
within  a  few  days,  and,  according  to  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal articles  of  his  ir.ftrufrions,  advifed  him    to  lend 
the  queen  mother,  with  all  ipeed,  his  letters  patents, 
to  confirm  her  in  the  regency. 

In  the  mean  time  this  princeis  made  ufe  of  all  her 
wifdom,  to  prevent,  at  leaft,  the  mcreafe  of  the  trou- 
bles waich  fhe  was  apprehenfive  of,  as  well  from 
the  hugonots,  as  the  faction  of  malecontents.  She 
quartered  the  troops  in  the  provinces  where  Die  had 
-  the  greateft  need  of  them,  to  keep  both  the  one  and 
the  other  in  awe,  and  raifed  fix.  thoufand  Swift,  and 
feme  German  horie. 

The  marefchal  de  'Damville,  head  of  the  malecon- 
tents,  and  governour  of  Languedoc^  was  the  peribn, 
whofe  conducl  gave  her  the  moil  uneafinefs  :  flie  was 
informed,  that  he  treated  with  the  hugonots  j  that 
loon  after  the  king's  death  he  made  a  truce  with  them, 
and,  by  a  very  criminal  attempt,  had  taken  upon  him, 
of  his  own  ible  authority,  to  aflemble  the  flates  of 
Lf.ugm.icc.  The  parliament  oSTouloufe  save  a  fignal 
proof  of  their  loyalty,  by  publiming  an  arret,  in  which 
the  truce,  and  calling  together  the  eftates,  were  de- 
clared null. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  prince  of  Cmde  having  fled 
to  Germany^  prefled  the  protelhnt  princes  to  obtain 
fuccours  in  favour  of  the  hugonots,  and  wrote  to  the 
affembly,  which  they  held  at  Millet;. 4  in  Rovergue, 
to  afTure  them,  that  he  was  no  lefs  zealous  for  their 
religion  and  fafety,  than  the  late  prnce  of  Conde  his 
father.  The  afTembly  of  Millaitd  received  with  joy 
the  letters  of  the  marefchal  de  2)tf/»c.v7/e,  and  the 
prince  ofConJe,  who  was  upon  that  occaiion  declared 
head  of  the  party. 

'Articles  de       The  Rcckellers,  of  whom  the  queen  had  obtained 

L'Aflemblee  a  truce  of  two  months,  by  force  of  money,  began  their 

^flta  '  hoftilities   a^ain,  but   were  very   ill   handled   by  the 

marefchal  de  Mcitignon.    However,  the  war  between 

the 
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the  hugonots  and  tue  catholicks  was  not  very  violent,  ^  ^ 
excepting  ;n  chole  parts,  and  in  'Jpoitoii,  (2jiUi^l:tu\^  15-74* 
and  :h~.  ^-\~*J 

During  thele  troubles,  the  queen  received  the  let- 
ters patents,  in  confirmation  or  the  regency,  from  the 
king,  and  a  promiie,  in  hh  name,  that  he  would  loon 
let  tbrward  in  order  to  come  and  take  poiTeflion  of 
the  crown  of  France.  But  at  the  lame  time  he  ac- 
quainted her  with  the  great  difficulty  he  had  to  make 
his  efcape,  in  order  to  get  himlclf  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  Tufaiiders. 

Indeed  it  may  be  (aid  that  they  kept  their  eyes  up- 
on him,  for  fear  he  fhould  efcape :  and  he  had  need 
of  a  profound  difilmukuion,  and  of  all  his  cunning, 
to  delude  their  vigilance.  However,  he  carried  his 
poin:,  and  iiole  away  on  the  eighteenth  of  ./////e,  in 
the  night,  with  all  the  French  who  were  in  the  lecrer, 
iome  of  whom  went  oat  of  the  palace  with  him,  and 
the  reft,  by  Several  ways,  arrived  at  the  place  of  rendez- 
vous, which  had  been  agreed  upon,  at  ibme  eliitance 
from  the  town.  In  this  flight  he  met,  as  is  uiual  upon 
thele  occafions,  with  leveral  little  difficulties,  out  of 
which  he  happily  dilentangled  himfelf,  travelled  twen- 
ty leagues  that  night,  and  reached  the  emperor  s  ter- 
ritories tr,e  next  day. 

There  he  took  pafles  from  this  prince,  who  re- 
ceiv'd  him  at  Vienna^  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  both  ought 
to  have  been,  and  was  to  his  fatisfaclion.  From  thence 
he  went  to  G'ratz,  and  thence  to  Venice,  where  the 
republick  omitted  no  ceremony  that  was  due  to  a 
king  of  France,  and  to  a  prince  who  had  fo  great 
a  reputation  throughout  all  Europe^  He  received 
there  the  cotnplimeqts .of  all  the  princes  of  l:nly. 
The  duke  of  Sfivov  came  in  perlbn,  and  perfwaued 
him  to  pafs  through  his  Hates,  where  he  made 
fome  ftay,  and  the  duke  fpared  no  charge,  nor  di- 
verfions,  nor  honours,  nor  complaifance,  -to  gain  his 
friendfhip. 

But  all  this  was  not  without  defign  The  duke  of 
Sflvoy  intended  to  perfuade  rhe  king  to  reilore  him 
'Pigmrol,  Saviltan,  and  tPemtfe,  vvaich  the  Fr 
Hill  kept  pofTeflipn  of  in  Ivs  ftates,  and  fucceeded  in 
his  defign  by  the  means  of  ALirgxret  of  France  his 
wife,  and  the  king's  aunt,  whom  this  prince  greatly  M«tIrcuJ. 7. 

loved. 
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^.  2).  loved.    This  ceflion  was  very  much  blamed  in  Francs 
1574.     an^  Italy i  for  ftrong  reafons  of  policy,  the  chief  of 
^^YX^  which  were,  that  the  duke  of  Savoy  would   by  this 
means  have  an  open  paflage  to  enter  France,   when- 
ever he  fhould  think  proper,  and  hinder  the  French 
from  entring  into  Italy,  the  princes  of  which   would 
be  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  Spaniards  $  'and  when  the 
king   was  returned  to  France,  he  met  with  great  op- 
pofition   in  council  upon  this  article.     Very  prefling 
Memoirei  du  remontlrances  were  made  to  him.     The  chancellor  de 
rere  "L  ****%#*&*  refafed  K>  leal  the  patents  of  this  reflitution  : 
but  the  king  would  never  go   from  his  word,  and  or- 
der'd  the  ieals  to  be  brought,  and  the  letters  to   be 
iealed  in  his  prefence. 

This  conduct  tended  very  much  to  the  difrejiutation 
of  the  king,  and  to  the  honour  of  the  duke  of  Savoy1* 
politicks,  who  after  having  been  fb  long  deprived  of 
his  ftates,  was  then  in  compleat  pofleffton  of  them  : 
for  the  king  of  Spain  was  obliged  to  reftore  him  the 
towns  of  ./1ft  and  Santya,  which  he  ftill  poflefled 
there,  in  cale  the  king  of  France  /hould  confent  to  the 
cefiion  of  'Pignerol,  Savillan,  and  'Peroitfe.  Some 
years  after,  the  unhappy  confluences  of  this  affair 
jfhew'd  how  falfe  a  ftep  had  been  taken. 

The  king  departed  from  Twin,  in  the  end  of  Aii- 
guft,  with  a  guard  of  fix  thoufand  foot  and  one  thou- 
fand  horfe,  of  the  duke  of  Savoy's  troops,  who  at- 
tended him  to  Lyons.  So  large  a  guard  was  defign'd 
as  well  for  the  king's  (ecuriry,  as  out  of  ceremony  to 
him,  becaufe  he  was  to  pals  through  %)aupkiny,  where 
the  hugonots  (topt  feveral  ports,  and  fcoured  the  coun- 
try under  the  command  of  Mont  brim. 

The  queen  mother,  who  was  already  arrived  at 
J^yonsy  with  the  whole  court,  went  to  meet  the  king 
as  far  as  the  pont  de  Beauvoijin.  The  firft  meeting 
was  attended  with  great  marks  of  tendernefs  and 
affeftion  :  he  being  the  fon  fhe  had  always  moil 
loved,  and  he  could  not  fail  of  making  a  return  to  her 
love,  for  the  great  obligations  fhe  had  laid  upon  him. 
He  aflured  her,  that  he  /hould  never  forget  them, 
and  that  the  royal  power,  with  which  he  was  vefted, 
fhould  diminifli  nothing  of  the  regard  that  he  had 
always  had  for  her  counfel.  This  was  to  touch  her  in 

the 
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the  moft  fenfible  part,  for  (he  was  not  more  eager  for   A  2). 
any  thing  than  me  was  for  government.  IJ74- 

She  prefented  the  duke  of  Alenfon,    and  the  king  \^^/^J 
of  Navarre  to  him,  who  aflured  him  of  their  fubmil-  Matthicu.  I. 
fion  and  loyalty.    He  received  them  courteoufly,   told  7' 
them  that  he  would  reftore  them  their  liberty,  by  dif- 
charging    their  guard  j    that   he  defired    nothing  of 
them  but  to  love  him,  and  themfelves,  by  being  cau- 
tious of  receiving  any  ill  advice  to  the  prejudice  of 
his  lervicc,   and  consequently    to  their  own   certain 
injury. 

The  kins  being  it  Lyons,  began  to  make  prepara- Commau  de 
tions  for  the  regulating  the  court  and  kingdom.  He  Monduc  L  7. 
had  already  been  inftrucled  in  the  fltuation  of  affairs 
by  the  duke  of  Guife,  and  meflieurs  de  Villeroy*  and 
de  Sauve,  fecretaries  of  ftate,  whom  the  queen  had 
lent  to  him  to  Turin :  but  /he  gave  him  a  more  par- 
ticular and  exaft  account  herfelf.  He  made  no  alte- 
ration in  the  council.  That  which  was  called  the 
privy  or  cabinet  council,  and  had  been  inftituted  by 
the  late  king,  confifted  of  the  queen  mother,  the 
chancellor  Rene  de  Sirague,  Albert  de  Gondy  earl  of 
Rerz,  Philip  Huraut  earl  of  Cbiverni,  'Pompone  de 
Bellievre,  Sebaftian  de  /'  dubefpine  bifhop  of  Zimogest 
Rene  de  Villequiert  the  fieurs  finart  and  filleroy, 
iecretaries  of  ftate. 

The  king  at  that  time  made  Slaife  de  Montluc 
marfhal  of  France,  rather  as  a  reward  for  his  great 
iervices,  than  in  expectation  of  any  new  ones,  his 
great  age  and  wounds  having  rendred  him  incapable 
ftf  bearmg  the  fatigue  of  any  great  enterprize.  He 
conferr'd  the  fame  honour  upon  Roger  de  S.  Larri 
lord  of  Sellegarde^  and  the  office  of  grand  mafter  of 
the  wardrobe  upon  M.  de  Souvre,  who  had  attended 
him  to  folandy  and  was  efteemed  by  him  as  a  perfon 
of  the  greateft  honour  in  his  court.  If  this  prince  had 
always  beftowcd  his  favours  upon  fuch  men,  his  affairs 
would  have  fucceeded  better  than  they  did. 

He  made  fome  regulations  for  the  duty  of  his  offi- 
cers, for  the  days  and  hours  of  audience,  for  the  coun- 
cils and  the  finances.  He  at  laft  took  the  main  point 
into  consideration,  namely,  whether  the  rebels  were 
to  be  dealt  with  mildly,  or  by  force  of  arms. 

The 
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The  emperor  Maximilian,  the  Venetians,  and  fbme 
other  princes  of  Italy,  whom  he  had  difcourfed  upon 
this  iubjeft,  during  his  journey,  had  advifed  him  by 
all  means  to  begin  with  pacifying  the  troubles  of  his 
kingdom,  whatever  it  colt  him,  to  the  intent  to  put 
himfelf  in  a  condition  of  regulating  the  affairs  of  it 
at  leilure,  and  without  embarafment,  and  to  wait  till 
time  fhould  furnifh  him  with  means  of  difpatching 
the  parties  by  little  and  little,  that  he  might  not  be 
forced  to  deliver  himlelf  up  at  firft  to  one  of  the 
two. 

But  whether  he  faw  matters  too  near  at  hand,  and 
fb  alter' d  his  opinion  of  himlelf,  or  whether  the  queen 
mother,  the  cardinal  de  Lorraine,  the  chancellor  de 
fijrague,  and  fbme  others  of  his  council,  who  were 
enemies  to  the  calvinift  party,  and  to  the  marefchal 
de  eDamville^  had  brought  him  over  to  their  lenti- 
ments  or  private  views,  or  whether  he  had  been  pro- 
voked at  the  infblence  of  the  hugonots,  a  troop  of 
whom  had  taken  part  of  his  baggage  from  him,  as 
he  paffed  through  ZDaufbiny)  he  determined  to  pufh 
matters  to  the  utmoft  with  them,  and  diftniffed  the 
envoy  of  the  eleclor  'Palatine,  who  was  come  to 
make  him  an  offer  of  the  good  offices  of  this  prince, 
and  to  perfwade  him  rather  to  win  the  minds  of  the 
difaffecled,  by  foftnefs  and  difcretion,  than  to  pro- 
voke them  by  a  rigorous  treatment.  He  was  "of  opi- 
nion, that  the  rebels  would  be  fbori  difperfed,  if  they 
were  briskly  attacked  on  all  fides  :  for  this  reafbn, 
without  any  farther  deliberation,  he  fent  the  duke  of 
Ufez  into  Languedoc,  againft  the  marefchal  de  'D.im- 
ville,  and  'Bdligarde  into  cDaafbmy  a.ga\n$.Montbrun. 
The  duke  of  Moutfenfier  had  orders  to  proceed  to 
a&ion  with,  his  army  in  "PoltbU,  and  to  prefs  the  fiege 
of  Lufignan,  which  he  had  begun.  Montluc  refufed 
the  command  of  the  army  in  Guyemie,  not  finding 
himfelf  any  longer  in  a  condition  for  aclion:  Never- 
thelefs,  as  he  was  returning  home,  the  king  recom- 
mended this  province  to  him,  and  he  did  not  fail  to 
ferve  him  there. 

The  efforts  of  the  hugonots,  who  feeing  themfelves 
upon  the  point  of  being  crufh'd,  were  grown  delpe- 
rate,and  the  good  orders  which  their  leaders  had  given 
in  all  places,  broke  the  king's  meafures.  Very  few 

attempts 
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attempts  were  made  againft  them,  and  thofe  which 
were  made,  were  either  uniuccefsful,  or  of  imall  im- 
portance, excepting  that  of  LnJJgnnn,  which  iurren- 
dred  to  the  duke  de  Montpenjier  after  three  months 
iiege.  He  caufed  the  town  to  be  difmantled,  and 
railed  the  ftrong  tower  of  Melujine,  16-taaious  in 
Romance. 

In  the  mean  time  the  marefchal  de  2)amville  in- 
tirely   pulled  off  the   mafque  $  and  having   called  a 
meeting  at  Montpellier'in  November,  to  which  he  gave 
the  name  of  the  (rates  of  Languedoc,  he  publifhed  a»  RaPP?rt? 
manifelro,  *  in  which  he  declared  himlelf  head  of  an^ns  la  «d- 

aflociation,    for  the    re-eltablifhins   peace  and   pood  S"!"i.auiL 

1       •        i      i  •       i  j       L  i      M  i   T"         i    Memonnei  oe 

order  in  the  kingdom,  and  exhorted  all  good  French-  Caftelnau,  T. 

men   to  join  him,  in.  order  to  obtain  a  meeting  of  the  *•  '-4. 
eftates  of  the  realm. 

After  this,  being  flrengthned  with  the  king's  own 
troons,  which  he  commanded  in  Languedoc,  and  which 
he  had  gained  over  to  his  party,  feconded  by  his^bro- 
thers  Merit  and  T'bore,  by  the  vifcount  de  jfttrenne  his 
nephew,  by  feveral  of  the  nobility  that  were  attach'd 
to  his  family,  aided  under-hand  with  money  by  the 
king  of  Spain  and  the  duke  of  Savoy,  he  made  him- 
felf  fo  formidable,  that  the  duke  of  Ufez  durft  not  Mcmoirei  du 
attack  him.  He  iiirprized  digues- Mortes^  and  fome  Duc  de  Nc* 
other  fmall  towns  thereabouts.  The  other  confede- vcrs* Tg  '* 
rates  alfo  made  themfelves  makers  of  Seaticaire  j  and 
the  court  law  plainly,  that  at  a  time  when  the  peo- 
ple were  too  much  accuftomed  to  difobedience,  there 
was  as  much  reafon  to  be  afraid  of  a.  leader  of  that 
character,  whole  wifdom,  valour,  and  experience,  was 
well  known  to  them,  as  of  a  prince  of  the  blood  5  and 
that,  being  joined  in  a  clofe  alliance,  as  he  was,  with 
the  hugonot  party,  he  would  foon  be  in  a  condition 
to  rekindle  the  flame  of  civil  war  more  furioufly  than 
ever  in  the  kingdom. 

The  king  was  intirely  difconcerted  by  the  per- 
plexity which  this  union  had  given  him,  and  found 
himfelf  incapacitated  for  carrying  on  the  project  that 
he  had  formed,  of  fupprefling,  at  the  lame  time,  the 
hufjonot  party,  and  that  of  the  Jioufe  of  Guife.  The 
malecontents,  who  had  joined  themfelves  to  the  hu- 
gonot faction,  forced  him,  againft  his  will,  to  unite 
in  one  common  inrcreft  with  that  houfe,  upon  which 
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j9.  2).   alone  he  could    hereafter  depend.     This  made  him 
i  $74.    look  upon  the  death  of  the  cardinal  de  Lorraine-,  which 

^xv*^  happened  at  that  time,  as  a  very  unfortunate  accident  $ 
whereas,  if  matters  had  taken  another  turn,  he  would 
have  thought  it  an  advantage,  to  direct  them  to  the 
mark  he  aimed  at. 

This  cardinal  was  by  nature  a  man  of  great  and 
uncommon  talents,  who  being  high  born,  and  having 
a  great  number  of  brethren,  who  were  all  perfons  of 
merit,  maintained  himfelf  all  his  life  in  great  credit. 
It  is  pretended  however,  that  he  was  threatned  with 
being  difgraced,  if  Henry  II.  had  lived  5  and  that  he 
would,  in  all  likelihood,  have  fuffcred  a  diminution 
in  his  credit,  if  Henry  III.  at  his  arrival  in  France, 
had  found  matters  in  any  other,  pofture.  The  hugonot 
writers  are  not  to  be  regarded,  who,  though  they  al- 
low the  cardinal  to  have  been  endowed  with  rare 
talents,  have  always  thought  and  fpoken  very  ill  of  the 
ule  he  made  of  them.  They  abufed  him  in  all  places 
by  their  calumnies,  by  continual  inveftives,  and  defa- 
matory libels,  which  they  published  againft  him,  which 
the  fury  and  paffion  that  appeared  in  them,  were 
fufHcient  to  diicredit;  On  the  other  hand,  to  make  a 
faint  of  him,  as  fome  catholick  authors  have  done,  is 
pufhing  the  matter  of  his  commendation  too  far.  He 
took  confiderable  pains  in  the  bufincis  of  religion, 
which  was  obliged  to  him  for  feveral  provisions  of  our 
kings,  to  preferve  it  in  their  dominions  :  but  the  pre- 
fervation  of  his  own  grandeur,  and  the  advantages  of 
his  houfe,  feemed  to  have  had  a  great  /hare  in  ftir- 
ring  up  his  zeal ;  and,  all  things  confidered,  ambition 
was  the  greateft  part  of  it. 

Matthicu,  l.  He  died  with  great  marks  of  piety  upon  him,  and 
recommended  his  two  nephews,  the  dukes  of  Guife 
and  Mtyenne,  to  the  king,  who  aflured  him  of  his 
regard  to  them,  and  that  he  would  prefer  them  $  an 
afTurance  that  had  little  fincerity  in  it  5  for  at  the 
bottom  he  hated  the  duke  of  Gttife  :  however,  his 
outward  conduct  was,  for  a  long  time,  agreeable  to  his 
promife  5  becaufe,  as  affairs  then  ftood,  he  had  need 
of  the  duke,  who,  on  the  other  hand,  knew  well  how 
to  make  ufe  of  this  favour,  forced  as  it  was,  but  yet 
without  depending  much  upon  it. 

The 
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The  king,  however,  began  from  that  time  to  ob-  ^.  2). 
ferve  a  conduft,  which  he  judged  proper  to  conceal     15-74. 
the   defigns   he  had  formed  for  depremng  the  heads  ^-^v*-' 
of  the  different  factions  :  But  the  fuccefs  Fhewed  that 
the  moft  refined  politicks  are  not  always  the  beft. 

He  was  very  fond  of  Afachiaver&  writings,  which  Memoir™  de 
a  gentleman  named  du  Gnat,  who  was  one  of  his  chief  ^SafiT" 
favourites,  had  recommended  to  him,  and  upon 
which  this  prince  had  begun  to  form  a  fyftem  of 
politicks,  even  before  he  went  to  take  pofleifion  of  the 
crown  of  Wand.  A  conftant  and  profound  di  {Emu- 
lation, and  the  maxims  of  bringing  about  his  defigns 
by  ways  the  moft  remote  from  them  in  appearance, 
are  the  two  great  principles  of  Machiavelijm,  which, 
if  contained  within  certain  bounds,  might  not  be  cri- 
minal 5  all  depends  upon  the  application,  and  the 
nature  of  thofe  means  which  princes  make  ufe  of  to 
conceal  their  defigns  from  their  enemies. 

This  prince's  choice  leems  very  extraordinary  in  D'Avfc  I. «; 
the  particular  before  us.  It  is  pretended,  that  to  de- 
ceive and  amufe  the  heads  of  the  parties,  he  affe&ed 
to  appear  carelels  of  the  publick,  and  to  employ  him- 
felf  only  in  devotion  and  pleafures.  It  is  very  difficult 
to  determine  whether  this  was  his  view,  or  whether 
he  afted  fblely  upon  the  inclinations  he  had  to  de- 
bauch, which  he  was  defirous  to  cover  over  with  an 
outward  form  of  piety. 

He  purfued  this  method,  which  rendred,  and  could 
hardly  fail  of  rendring  him  contemptible  to  his  court, 
to  his  fubjefts,  and  to  all  Europe.  But  it  is  certain,  Md 
that  as  fbon  as  he  arrived  in  France,  he  was  obferved 
to  mix  together  in  this  odd  manner  the  exercifes  of 
penitence  and  debauch,  and  that  he  appeared  very 
little  iblicitous  about  the  governing  part. 

Being  at  Avignon,  he  went  to  the  procefllons  of 
the  penitents,  cloathed,  as  they  were,  in  fackcloth.  The 
court  lords,  that  were  the  greateft  libertines,  followed 
his  example,  and  he  always  after  continued  thefe  kind 
of  practices. 

After  dinner  he  examined  very   lightly,    and  dif-Thuamu,  t 
patch 'd   with  greater  fi{»ns  of  impatience  than  aopli-"- 
cation,  fbme  affairs,  and  immediately  fhut  himfelf  up 
in   his  clofet,    not  with   his  councilors  of  fta'e,  but 
with  fome  young  perfons,  who  ingrofs'd  the  whole  of 

his 
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j4.  c£.   his -pleafure,  whom  he  continually  loaded  with  new 
15-74."    fav°urji»  and  lavi/h'd  both  his  credit  and  trealiire  upon 
\S~V~\j  them,   ro   the  prejudice  of  thole   whole  iervices  and 
merics  had  rendred  them  the  molt  worthy  of  his  con- 
fideration.     Their  diicourie   there   was  upon  nothing 
taLab-ureurbut  love-intrigues  j  and  rhefe  young  debauchee^  made 
U  cot),  their  court  to  him,  by  giving  him  an  account  of  what 

s      they  call'd  their  Sood  a"d  bati  *ortune- 

The   molt   important  lecrets  for  the  reputation  of 

the  ladies,  were  betrayed  there  ;  and  from  hence  pro- 
ceeded the  hatred,  the  jealoufies,  the  a llaffi nations 
and  outrages  of  the  pertbns  concerned  againft  him  5 
but  efpeciaily  of  the  women,  who,  in  their  turn,  to  be 
revenged  of  him,  revealed  the  myfterics  of  his  con- 
duel,  exaggerated  his  irregularities,  unvailed  his 
hypocriiy,  as  they  called  it,  and  rendred  him  in- 
finitely odious. 

Thi's  prince's  conduct  threw  the  queen  mother  into 
an  extreme  melancholy,  who  had  no  more  influence 
over  him,  nor  her  remonftrances  any  effect  j  but  the 
ftorm,  which  he  drew  upon  himfelf  by  fuch  demeanor, 
and  was  *he  occafion  both  of  the  ruine  of  the  ftate 
and  himfelf,  did  not  break  out  till  fome  time  after. 
Mauhieu.1.7.  In  the  mean  time  he  married  Lcutfa  de  VauJemont* 
daughter  of  the  earl  of  Vait.ieraovt ,  whom  he  had 
feen  in  his.  paflfage  through  Lorraine,  in  which  mar- 
riage he  followed  his  inclinations  rather  than  his  true 
intereft.  The  duke  of  Gmfe  was  extremely  re^oyced 
at  it,  becaufe  by  this  marriage  he  gain'd  a  fupport  at 
court,  and  was  in  hopes  that  this  new  alliance  of  his 
houfe  with  the  royal  family,  would,  in  fome  meafure, 
repair  thelofs  of  his  uncle  the  cardinal  of  Lorraine. 
During  theie  tranfaclions,the  coronation  was  folemnized 
at  Rbehns  -7  but  a  little  before,  the  king  being  upon 
the  road  from  Lyons  to  this  city,  received  at  ChaumwT, 
the  (iirprizing  news  of  a  con fpiracy  againft  his  life, 
in  order  to  place  the  duke  of  Alenfon  upon  the  throne 
in  his  ftead. 

It  was  difcovered  by  William  de  Hautemer,  lord  of 
Fervaqms,  whom  the  confpirators  would  have  drawn 
into  the  plot;  but  he  would  not  endure  the  thoughts 
of  i t.  A mong  the  con  fpi rators  were  Beauvais  la  Nocle* 
Jjifiny  and  la  Vcrgne  Beaujett)  formerly  enfign  to  the 
admiral  de  Collgm, 

The 
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The  greateft  difficulty  did  not  lay  in  preventing  the  m  >. 
tfreft  of  the  confpiracy,  againft  which  it  was  eafy  to 
make  provifion  after  difcovery:  But  that  which  was 
moft  perplexing,  was  the  queftion,  what  to  do  with 
monfieur  the  king's  brother,  it  being  equally  dangerous 
to  punifh  and  pardon  fuch  a  crime. 

At  laft  they  refolved  upon  the  merciful  fide.  The 
king  fent  for  the  duke  of  JHevfon,  and  told  him,  in 
the  queen's  prefence,  with  a  threatning  countenance, 
Thar  he  had  confpired  againft  the  life  of  his  brother 
and  his  king  3  that  there  was  good  proof  of  it,  and 
that  he  deferved  to  die. 

This  prince  being  terrified,  threw  himfelf  at  the 
king's  feet,  confefTed  that  fuch  an  attempt  had  been 
propofed  to  him  3  but  protetted  that  he  had  nev«r 
given  his  confent  to  it  3  that  he  believed  thofe  who 
had  fpoken  to  him  of  ir,  had  no  farther  thoughts  of 
it  3  becaufe  he  had  given  them  no  anfwer  upon  it. 
This  circumftance  was  true  3  and  he  conjured  his 
majefty  to  pardon  him*  The  king,  after  reproaching 
him  with  his  ill  conducl,  told  him,  that  he  pardon'd 
him  3  but  that  this  fhould  be  the  laft  time,  and  ordered 
him  to  withdraw.  The  affair  was  fmothered,  with- 
out any  attempt  to  purfue  the  confpirators,  part  of 
whom  fled  into  foreign  countries. 

Soon  after,  the  fufpicion  of  a  new  confpiracy  again 
the  king's  life  by  poifon,  put  him  again  into  a  kind 
of  fury  againft  the  duke  of  Alenfon.  It  carried  him 
to  fiich  a  length,  that  he  made  a  ftrange  propofal  to 
the  king  of  Navarre.  For  having  opened  his  heart  to 
him,  upon  the  regret  that  he  had  to  leave  his  crown 
to  luch  a  fucceflbr,  in  cafe  of  death  5  he  conjured 
him  to  find  out  fbme  way  to  rid  him  fpeedily  of  the 
duke  of  Alenfon,  and  urged  the  moft  preffing  motives 
to  engage  him  to  it  5  but  the  king  of  Navarre  de- 
clared to  him,  That  he  abhorred  the  thoughts  of  fuch 
a  defign,  and^  whatever  advantages  he  expefled  from 
the  duke's  death,  by  which,  in  cafe  of  the  king's 
dyins;  without  iflue,  he  would  fucceed  to  the  crown  of 
France ;  he  protefted,  that  he  could  not  be  the  au- 
thor of  fo  deteftaWe  a  faft.  The  king  being  fome 
few  days  after  convinced  of  the  falfity  of  his  fiifpicion, 
grew  eafy  :  But  he  had  always  a  lively  fenfe  of  the 
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trouble  which  the  unfuccefsfulriefs  of  his  arms  againft 
the  rebels  gave  him. 

It  was  not  long  before  he  repented,  that  he  had  not 
followed  the  advice  ofr  the  emperor,  the  Venetians^  and 
the  wifeft  part  of  his  council,  who  had  perfuaded  him 
to  open  his  reign  with  an  edicl  of  pacification,  to  caufe 
all  parties  to  lay  down  their  arms.  The  hugonots  and 
the  malecontents  had  infalliby  accepted  it,  how  little 
favourable  (bever  it  had  been  to  them,  their  affairs 
being  then  in  a  very  bad  fltuation. 

The  king  would  have  taken  that  method  now,  but 
it  was  too  late  :  Experience  had  made  them  fenflble 
of  their  ftrength,  and  the  contempt  into  which  the 
king  was  fallen,  had  made  him  ceafe  to  be  formidable 
to  them.  They  were  fare  of  the  marefchai  4e  'Dant- 
ville,  by  reafon  of  the  fteps  he  had  taken,  which  had 
render'd  him  irreconcileable  with  the  court :  The 
number  of  the  malecontents  increafed  daily,  the  prince 
ot  Conde's  negotiations  for  the  raiting  of  forces  in 
'Germany  began  to  fuccced,  fo  that  the  advances  which 
the  king  macle  towards  a  peace,  ferved  only  to  render 
the  hugonots  more  haughty. 

Upon  his  permitting  them  to  prefent  a  petition,  to 
Jay  their  grievances  before  him,  they  fent  their  depu* 
ties  to  $afil,  in  the  name  of  the  calvinift  churches  of 
France,  and  of  the  marefchai  de  'Damville,  to  confer 
with  the  prince  of  Con.ie,  and  agree  upon  what  par- 
ticulars they  fhould  demand  of  the  king  $  and  the 
petition  was  accordingly  drawn  up  there. 

It  contained  ninety  one  articles,  the  defign  of  which 
was,  for  the  moft  part,  to  obtain  a  full  and  intire 
liberty  of  confcience,  the  publick  exercife  of  the  cal- 
-Yinift  religion  in  all  places,  at  all  times,  and  by  all 
forts  of  perlbns,  without  any  referve  or  reftricTrions. 
They  required  churches,  towns  of  fecurity,  courts  of 
jurtice  in  the  parliament-,  where  one  half  of  the  judges 
dChould  be  cath clicks,  and  the  other  half  calvinifts,  that 
reparation  fhould  be  made  to  the  memory  of  thofe, 
who  had  been  executed  for  religion,  their  eftates 
reftored  to  their  heirs;  and  feveral  other  things,  which 
the  king  could  not  grant  with  his  own  convenience, 
nor  without  ruining  the  catholick  religion.  Bea2i'J(iis- 
Ja-Nocle,  one  of  the  accomplices  in  the  laft  confpiracy, 
was  the  perfon  deputed  topreient  it. 

The 
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The  reading  of  this  paper  provoked  the  king  and  ^  <2). 
the  whole  council.  However  it  was  not  thought  ifff! 
proper  to  break  off  the  negotiation  5  and  the  rather, 
becauie  there  arrived  at  that  time  embafladors,  as  well 
from  the  cathoiick  and  proteftant  Swift  cantons,  as 
from  the  duke  of  Savoy,  who  offered  the  mediation 
of  their  mafters,  to  whom  was  joined  the  Englijh  era- 
baflador,  who  had  received  exprels  orders  from  queen 
Elizabeth  upon  the  fame  occafion.  All  together,  con- 
jured the  king  to  do  nothing  rafhly,  and  affured  him, 
they  would  endeavour  to  bring  about  the  peace  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  fliould  be  agreeable  to  him.  The  king 
fuf&ring  himfelf  to  be  prevailed  upon,  they  began  to 
negotiate. 

But,  notwithstanding  the  negotiations,  the  hoftilities 
continued  as  brisk  as  ever.  The  duke  de  MmtpenCiet 
ravaged  Xaintonge.  La  Nouet  who  commanded  in 
the  country  about  Rockelle>  took  Senoii  and  S.  John 
4' Angle.  ^PopeUniere^  another  hugonot  captain,  made 
himfelf  matter  of  fannay-Bwitonne.  The  baron  fa 
£ewgoiranty  of  the  lame  party,  took  ferigueux.  %)u 
Youcbet,  a  calvinift  gentleman  of  Lower  Normandy ; 
liirprized  Mount  S.  Michael  $  but  the  expedition  and 
refolution  of  the  marefchal  de  Matignon,  recovered  it 
again  foon  after  this  important  conqueft. 

Landereatit  one  of.  the  moft  active  captains  of  the 
cathoiick  party,  feized  the  ifle  of  Re  ;  but  <Popelmiere, 
who  had  ibme  veflels  ready  for  the  fame  defign,  made 
a  defcent  upon  it,  retook  the  ifle,  and  cut  Landereau'* 
troops  in  pieces.  The  like  attempts  were  made  on 
both  fides  in  'Dauploiny,  Lavguedoct  Guyenne  and 
'Poitou. 

The  moft  confiderable  feats  were  done  in  T) 
where  de  Gordcs,  who  commanded  there  for  the  king, 
forced  Montbrwt  to  raife  the  flege  of  Ckatilkn.  But 
he  was  revenged  of  him  two  days  after:  For  having 
charged  Gordes^  as  he  was  returning,  he  defeated  his 
rear,  and  killed  him  five  or  fix  hundred  Svo't(sf 
Animated  by  this  viftory,  he  attacked  him  afrefh, 
but  was  wounded  with  a  piftol-fhot,  and  taken 
prifbner. 

The  king  was  as  much  rejoiced  at  the  taking  of  this 

gentleman-,  as  at  the  gaining  of  a  battle  :  For,  befides 

Icveral  other  reafons  of  diflike,  he  had  added  inlb- 
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lence  to  his  revolt.  The  king  having  wrote  to  him  to 
demand  ibme  priibners  of  him,  and  ipeaking  in  terms 
of  authority,  he  had  the  aflurance,  upon  reading 
the  letter,  to  ;iccff  at  it,  and  to  fay  openly  in  the 
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Biauiomc.  -we  like  a  king,  as  ij  I  might  to  acknowledge  him. 
I  ixwU  lave  him  know,  tkat  this  is  prefer  in 
time  of  peace  -,  Hit  in  war,  when  we  are  in  arms,  and 
en  bttjeback,  all  the  world  are  upon  a  level.  The 
king  being  informed  of  it,  fell  into  a  great  paflion, 
and  fwore  that  J\*cntlnin  fhould  fboner  or  later  repent 
it.  And  accordingly,  when  the  news  of  his  being  taken 
was  brought  to  him,  I  was  in  the  right,  replies  the 
king,  in  faying  that  hejJmild  repent  it.  He  (ball  die, 
and  fee  whether  he  is  upon  a  level  with  me.  Imme- 
diately he  ordered  him  to  be  proceeded  againft  in  the 
parliament  of  Grenoble^  and  he  was  beheaded.  By 
this  accident,  Francis  de  'Bonne  lord  of  Lefdigtiieres,  be- 
came head  of  the  hugonot  party  m%)auphiny  ;  which 
was  the  beginning  of  that  high  fortune  to  which  his 
own  good  luck,  and  his  great  qualities,  afterwards 
raifed  him. 

The  execution  of  Montbrun  was  a  new  obftacle  to 

the  peace;  for  the  confederates  of  LtMgtiedcc,  being 

greatly  provoked  at  it,  refufed  to  treat  with  the  king's 

deputies.      But  the  flight  of  the   duke  of  jffenfin, 

who  made  his  efcape  from  court,  when  it  was  the  leaft 

thought  of,  was  a  great  and  fre/h  caufe  of  concern 

to  the  king  and  queen  mother.     He  went  out  of  the 

£cuvre  without   being  perceived,  on  the  fifteenth  of 

September,  found  horfes  ready  at  a  quarter  of  a  league 

Memo?res  ,je  from  port  S.  Hoiwre,  and  rode  full  fpeed  for  about  a 

Suiiv.  T.  i.  league,   till    he  met  three  hundred    troopers,     that 

t,6'  t    j  were  come  to  meet  him,  and  guarded  him  as  far  as 

Mcmoires  de  —  ^  -11         •  L  • 

!•  ReineMar.  :Drwx,  a  city  belonging  to  his  appennage. 
guerite.  i.  2.       From  thence  he  lent  a  manifefto  *  to   court,  and  to 
thieui.7.an  parts  Of  prance,  written  in  the  common  flyle  of 

*  Dated  iep-     1,1  .-      •  • 

tc-mber  17.  rebels,  who  never  want  fpecious  motives  to  cover  over 
|5;7-         their  revolt,    A  great  number  of  malecontents   came 
immediately  to  join  him,    and  the  feditious,   as  well1 
hugonots  as  catholicks,  had  feon  furnimed  him  with  a 
confiderable  body  of  troops. 

One  of  the  mott  unhappy  effects   of  this   revolt, 
was/  that  it  determined  the  Germans  to  come  and 
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the  rebels  in  France.    'Till  then  the  count  pala-   j%m  ^ 
tine,  and  Ibme  other  princes  of  Germany^  had  been     if  7$-. 
very  irrefblure  upon  this  expedition,  not  thinking  the 
young  prince  of  Conde\  authority  fufncient  to  couduft 
it  5  but  as  fbon  as  they  heard  that  the  duke  of  Ale  nfojz 
had  declared  himfelf,  they  made  no  more  fcruples. 
M.  faJTbore,  the  marefchal  de  2)amvzttejs  brother,  was 
detach'd  with  two  thoufand  Reiilers,  to  march  before, 
and  join  the  duke  oldfatfop. 

TheJcing  had  the  misfortune  to  be  in  little  readi- 
nefs  to  re/Iit  this  unforefeen  temped,  for  want  of  mo- 
ney.   For  this  prodigal  prince  had  exhaufted  his  ex- 
chequer, by  the  continual  prefents  he  had  made  his 
favourites.    However,  with  much  difficulty,  he  railed 
an  army  of  ten  thoufand  foot,  and  three  thoufand  Bramdme 
horfe,  of  which  the  duke  of  Guife  was  made  general,  Jans  r  e' 
having    under  him  JrrnanA  de  Siron,    and  ^/#'/#deB^n. 
Strozz-i)   of  whole   valour  and  wifdom  he  was  well 
aflured. 

The  queen  mother,  who  looked  upon  the  peace  as  a 
thing  ot  abfolute  neceffity,  refblved  to  ufe  her  utmoft 
endeavours  to  get  the  duke  of  Alenfon  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  rebels.  She  perfuaded  the  king  to  difcharge  the 
marefchals  de  Mcntmcrency,  and  de  Cojfe,  out  of  tha 
%iajiile$  and  when  they  were  at  liberty,  fhe  prevailed 
upon  them  to  make  uie  of  the  credit  they  had  with 
that  prince,  to  whom  they  had  been  always  greatly 
devoted,  to  reclaim  him  to  his  duty.  For  this  pur- 
poie  fhe  went  in  perlbn  with  them  to  \fouraim,  where 
the  duke  of  Alenfon  then  was,  waiting  for  the  coming 
up  of  Thorc,  who  was  upon  the  march  with  the  two 
thouiand  Reiilers  above-mention'd,  and  five  hundred 
harquebufiers  of  French  foot  :  but  iuch  a  bold  enter- 
prize  as  this  was  of  ill  confequence  to  that  lord,  who 
was  attack'd  and  furrounded  by  the  duke  of  Guife, 
and,  after  an  engagement,  in  which  he  had  fhewed 
great  valour,  was  obliged  to  fly  :  however  he  had  the 
good  fortune  to  eicape,  when  the  body  which  he 
commanded,  was  intirely  defeated,  and  to  gain  Tou- 
whither  he  came  to  wait  upon  the  duke  of 


The  duke  of  Guife  was  wounded  in  the  fight  with 

i  piftol-fhor  in  his  face.    The  cut  or  fear  that  re- 

named upon  him,  gained  him  the  furname  of  'Bald- 
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.  2).  fn*  which  he  was  very  well  pleafed  with.  Thi« 
wound,  joined  to  his  victory,  procured  him  much  ho- 
nour  from  the  catholicks,  who  remembred  the  tumult 
of  VA  where  duke  Francis  his  father  had  alfo  been 
wounded  in  the  face  by  the  hugonots  $  fo  that  they 
laid,  Martyrdom  for  the  true  religion  was  hereditary 
to  this  family.  This  favourable  difpofition  of  the 
people  with  regard  to  the  duke  of  Gtiijet  was  the 
caule  of  many  misfortunes,  which  were  not  thenfore- 
feen  j  but  fuch  as  the  truce,  and  afterwards  the  peace, 
which  the  queen  mother  brought  about  with  the  duke 
ofjtt&sjw,  were  the  occafion,  and,  in  fbme  meafure, 
the  fir  it  feeds  of. 

A  truce  of  fix  months  was  concluded  at  Chamfigni- 
fur-Vede,  upon  the  confines  of  foiton  and  70CfT4M2£, 
upon  very  hard  conditions  for  the  king.  The  chief 
were,  That  he  fhould  pay  the  Germans^  levied  by  the 
prince  of  Conde*  one  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  crowns, 
provided  that  prince  hindred  them  from  paffin<»  the 
Traite  de  Rhine  $  that  the  calvinifts  and  maiecontents  mould 
be  allowed  fix  towns  of  fecuriry,  which  were  to  be 
ftrrendred  at  the  end  of  the  truce,  whether  peace  or 
war  enlued,  namely,  Angoukme,  Niort,  Sanrmtr,  Botir- 
ges,  la  Qoarite,  and  Mezteres$  that  this  laft  place 
Should  be  intrufted  with  the  prince  of  Coride  5  that 
the  king  fhould  maintain  a  garriibn  of  two  thoufand 
men  there,  choien  by  the  duke  of  Alenfon  5  that  he 
fhould  grant  this  prince  a  hundred  gentlemen,  a  com- 
pany of  one  hundred  gendarmes,  fifty  Swifs,  and  one 
hundred  harquebufiers  for  a  guard  of  his  perfon  ; 
that  the  king  fhould  difmifs  all  his  troops,  excepting 
the  S-ii'ifs  and  the  Scots  that  belonged  to  his  guard  5 
that  the  treaties  of  peace,  begun  with  the  Rochellers 
and  the  other  confederates,  fhould  be  renewed  5  and 
that  till  fuch  time  as  the  peace  was  concluded,  the  hu- 
gonots fhould  have  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion 
in  the  towns  -in  their  pofleffion,  and  in  the  other 
places  granted  by  the  former  edicts  of  pacification. 

Immediately  after  the  publication  of  the  truce,  the 
queen  returned  to  court,  in  order  to  bring  about  the 
peace,  having  left  the  marefchal  de  Montmcrency ',  and 
the  duke  of  Montfenjiery  with  the  duke  of  Ahn^m^ 
to  continue  him  in  the  good  difpofition  he  was  in  withi 
regard  to  this  affair. 

Matters 
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Matters  feemed  to  be  in  a  good  way  during  the    j$.  CD. 
tnonth  of  January :  but  in  the  beginning  of  February    if  76. 
a  new  incident  itrangely  alarmed  the  court,  becaule  l^Sf^ 
they  looked  upon  it  as  a  very  great  obftacle  to  the  ac- 
commodation they  were  upon,  and  lufpecled  that  the 
matter  was  concerted  with  the  rebels,  on  purpoie  to 
produce  a  rupture. 

The  king  of  Navarre,  who,  after  the  duke  of 
Jttenfon's  flight,  had  afted  "with  much  circumlpeftion, 
having  propofed  a  hunting  match,  and  chaled  the 
flag  in  the  foreft  of  Senlis,  went,  after  the  hunting 
was  over,  to  reft  himfelf  at  Chantille,  at  the  houie  of 
M.  de  la  Trimoiiille.  The  fame  evening  he  took  the 
road  for  Normandy*  attended  with  Fervaques,  Rcque- 
laiire,  Efpernon,  Frontenac,  and  ibme  others,  and 
reached  Saumur,  where,  finding  himfelf  fecure,  he  de- 
clared, that  the  profeffion  he  had  made  of  the  Roman 
religion,  after  the  battle  of  §.  Bartholomew,  was  only 
an  effecT:  of  the  conftraint  and  violence  th,at  were  then 
laid  upon  him  5  and  that  he  would  return  to  the  reli- 
gion which  he  had  received  from  queen  Jane  his 
mother.  From  thence  he  went  to  Guyenne,  and  as  he 
was  governour  of  that  province,  feveral  commanders 
delivered  up  their  fortrefles  to  him  under  this  pre- 
tence, before  they  had  received  notice  from  the  court, 
that  he  had  left  it  without  the  king's  content. 

The  malecontents  flock'd  to  him  in  much  greater 
numbers  than  they  had  done  even  to  the  duke  of  Alen- 
fon,  becaufe  he  was  much  more  eftecmed,  and  more 
iecurely  to  be  depended  upon  than  the  duke. 

The  court  made  as  if  they  were  no  ways  concerned 
at  his  efcape,  and  continued  the  negotiations  with  fb 
much  more  eagernefs,  becaufe  the  prince  of  Conde 
would  not  accept  the  truce,  and  becaufe  both  he  and 
prince  Cafmir>  having  pafled  the  Rhine  with  their 
army,  were  far  advanced  in  Burgundy. 

They  contained  their  march  to  the  'Bourbwmoh,  be- 
ing conftantly  watched  by  the  duke  of  Mayenne,  who 
commanded  the  army  in  the  room  of  his  brother  the 
duke  of  Giitfe,  whofe  wound  was  not  yet  cured.  Young 
as  he  was,  he  fhewed  a  great  deal  of  conduit  upon  D.AvJla  j  ,, 
this  important  occafion,  obliging  the  enemy  to  march 
always  together-  hindring  them  from  feizing  any 
K  4  walled 
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A.  2).    walled  town,  and  avoiding  the  combat,  which  he  could 
ify6.     not  have  accepted  without  great  diiadvantage,  from 

V-"V-\^  an  army  that  was  twice  as  ftrong  as  his  own, 

The  duke  of  Akn^on  came  in  the  beginning  of 
Mfi"cb  with  his  forces,  to  join  the  prince  ofConde  and 
the  Germans  near  Vichi,  where  their  army  amounted 
to  thirty  five  thoufand  men.  The  prince,  upon  his  ar- 
rival, deliver'd  up  the  command  to  him,  which  was 
a  troublelbme  circumftance  for  him,  as  well  upon  ac- 
count of  his  incapacity,  and  little  experience,  as  be- 
caufe  of  the  difficulty  there  was  to  govern  the  Ger- 
mans,  who  were  continually  demanding  money  of  him, 
which  he  was  very  bare  of  himfelf.  This  embarrafs, 
which  could  not  but  increafe  upon  him  the  farther 
,  they  went,  had  the  fame  effect  which  it  had  had  fet 
veral  times  before  in  the  former  wars,  to  make  the 
heads  think  of  a  peace.  The  Germans,  who  came  into 
the  kingdom  for  nothing  but  pay,  were  of  this  opinion, 
as  well  as  the  leaders,  being  fure  that  they  wou'd  at 
any  time  build  them  a  bridge  of  gold,  to  get  them 
out  of  France.  The  duke  of  Alenfon  especially,  who, 
with  his  title  of  generaliffimo,  plainly  perceived  how 
little  efteem  they  had  for  him,  was  more  dilpoled  than 
ever  to  an  accommodation. 

The  queen  being  well  informed  of  this  difpofition, 
fet  the  marefchal  de  Mmtmvrency  at  work,  and  after 
feveral  councils  had  been  held  upon  the  occafion,  the 
duke  of  Alenfon  relblved  to  fend  deputies  to  court,  to 
carry  thither  both  his  grievances  and  demands.  The 
queen  mother  fet  out  from  court  with  the  marefchal 
de  Montmorency.  The  conferences  were  held  at  Sens, 
and  at  length  the  treaty  was  figned,  containing  fixty- 
three  articles,  which  were  related  at  large  in  the  edift 

jf  Donne  a  of  pacification.  *  An  intire  liberty  of  confcience  was 
granted  to  thehugonots,  with  the  publick  exercife  of 
'the  pretended  reformed  religion  ;  for  it  was  this  edi£l 
that  gave  that  name  to  calvinifm.  The  publick  ex- 
ercife was  without  any  limitation  or  reftrainr,  except- 
ing that  the  hugonots  were  not  permitted  to  hold  their 
publick  meetings  any  where  within  two  leagues  of  the 
court,  or  of  ^Paris.  By  this  edicl  were  inftituted  the 
courts  of  Jiiftice,  in  which  there  were  to  be  judges  of 
both  religions.  The  attainder  of  the  admiral  de  Co* 
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and  of  feveral  others,  was  taken  off^  and  eight  j%  <j)% 
towns  of  tecurity  granted  both  to  the  hugonots  and  15-76.* 
thole  of  the  faction  of  aialecontents.  V*^V^> 

The  marefchal  de  3)amville  had  his  offices,  digni- 
ties and  governments  reftored  himj  the  government  of 
cpicardy  was  again  put  into  the  pofleflion  of  the  prince 
oiCcnde  $  the  duke  of  sttenfcn's  appennage  augmented 
with  the  dutchies  of  JlnjoUy  'fouraine,  Berry  and 
Maine  ;  and  from  that  time  he  bore  the  title  or  duke 
of  Anjou.  jfobti  Cafimir  was  promifed  fix  hundred 
thoufand  crowns  within  fbme  time,  and  ieveral  other, 
benefits  were  conferred  upon  him.  The  duke  of  An- 
iou  return 'd  to  court  in  a  kind  of  triumph  j  and  the 
king,  diflerubling  his  refentment  and  hatred,  received 
him  with  a  thouland  carefles. 

The  publication  of  the  edict:  of  pacification  {eemed 
to  produce  fome  calm  :  but  thefe  kinds  of  edicts 
having  been  fb  often  violated,  either  by  the  hugonots 
or  catholicks,  kept  them  in  continual  miftruft  or  each 
other.  That  which  chiefly  railed  a  lufpicion  in  the 
hugonots,  was  the  report  that  went  about  of  a  confe- 
deracy of  the  catholicks  upon  account  of  that  very 
edict  j  againft  which  they  inveighed  publickly  every 
where,  and  which  the  authors  of  this  new  defign  re- 
preiented  to  the  people,  as  the  intire  ruin  of  the  old 
religion  in  the  kingdom. 

This  confederacy  was  at  that  time  called,  The  holy 
Zeague,  and  afterwards  fimply,  I'be  League  5  the  mo- 
tive to  which  was  indeed  holy  in  the  intention  of  fe- 
veral  that  were  engaged  in  it,  becaufe  their  view  was 
to  prevent  the  catholick  religion  from  finking  under 
the  efforts  of  herefy  :  but,  through  the  ambition  and 
wicked  defigns  of  the  head  leaders  in  it,  it  produced 
fatal  confequences,  kindled  an  univerlal  flame  through- 
out the  kingdom,  and  occafioned  that  execrable  at- 
tempt by  which  the  king  himfelf  peri  fried. 

How  bitter  {bever  are  the  reproaches  of  the  writers 
of  the  pretended  reformed  religion  upon  this  confede- 
racy, it  is  certain,  that  the  hugonots  had  themfclves 
led  the  way  to  it,  by  fev.eral  inftances  of  the  like  kind, 
efpecially  in  the  afletnbly  at  Millau.4>  and  irr  fbme 
others  mentioned  above ;  this  any  one  may  be  eafily 
convinced  of,  by  comparing  the  forms  of  affociation  on 
both  fides,  as  they  are  related  by  an  hugonot  hiftorian  Fopdiniere 

in 
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JJ.  2?.  in  the  account  of  thofe  times ;  fo  that  there  can  b» 

1^76.     no  doubt  but  the  leagues  of  the  hugonots,  which  pre- 

X/"V*v->  ceded  this,  ferved  for  the  model  of  it.     There  are  fe- 

veral  copies  of  the  paper  which  contained  the  oath 

and    form  of   affociation,    which  differ   from    eack 

other. 

By  the  tenor  of  thole  in  cPopelinierets  hiftory,  and 
fbme  other  hiftorians,  it  is  evident,  that  the  king's  au- 
thority was  not  only  to  be  counterbalanced  by  that  of 
the  head  of  the  league,  which  had  yet  no  particular 
name  j  (that  which  was  drawn  up  at  ^Peronne  is  more 
moderate  and  reftrain'd ;  and  it  appears,  that  after 
the  ftates  of  Blois,  which  were  held  in  the  end  of 
fifteen  hundred  and  feventy  fix,  and  the  beginning  of 
the  following  year,  they  kept  at  firft  to  this  form) 
but  afterwards  the  league  obferved  no  meafures  in  this 
regard,  but  infolently  trampled  upon  all  the  rights  of 
royal  authority. 

James  d'  Humieres,  a  great  and  powerful  lord  of 
<Ptcardyt  declared  himfelf  head  of  the  aflbciation  in 
that  province,  for  the  maintenance  of  religion  there, 
and  the  extermination  of  herefy  :  but  befides  his  zeal 
for  the  true  faith,  his  hatred  to  the  houfe  of  Mont- 
morency,  and  other  private  interefts,  might  have  a 
great  mare  in  this  project. 

Ze-wis  de  la  'frlmoiiille^  duke  of  tfhouars,  the  moft 
puiflant  lord  of  <Poitczi,  being  exafperated  againft  the 
hugonots,  for  the  ravages  they  had  committed  upon 
his  lands  at  feveral  different  times,  formed  a  fike 
aflbciation  in  this  province,  upon  the  model  of  that 
in  'Picardv- 

Thuanui,  Thefe  examples  were  followed  in  feveral  other  pro- 
vinces, and  chiefly  in  thofe  where  the  houfe  of  Gvife 
had  moft  parti  fans,  and  they  began  to  act  under- 
hand to  the  fame  purpofe,  in  the  capital  of  the 
kingdom. 

The  affair  having  been  communicated  to  fb  many 
people,  in  fo  many  different  places,  was  no  longer  a 
iecref,  and  nothing  more  was  wanted  to  put  the  ca- 
tholicks  in  motion  on  all  fides. 

They  Jnfulted  the  hugonots  at  Z/0#$,  Orleans,  Havre, 
and  at  Roav,  where  the  cardinal  de  Bourbon,  arch- 
bi mop  of  this  city,  attended  with  Claudius  deSainteS) 
bimop  of  Evrwxj  and  feveral  counfellors  in  the  court 
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0f  parliament,  went  with  proper  officers  to  the  meet. 
ing,  drove  the  minifter  out  of  the  pulpit,  went  up 
himfelf,  and,  mixing  menaces  with  exhortations  in  his 
difcourle,  ordered  the  aflembly  to  acknowledge^him 
for  their  only  paftor,  and  then  difmifled  them. 

Such  a  furprizing  attempt  as  this,  made  the  hugo- 
nots  believe,  that  it  had  not  been  undertaken  by  one 
of  the  moft  confiderable  archbifhops  of  the  kingdom, 
by  a  cardinal,  by  a  prince  of  the  blood,  with  any 
other  defign,  than  as  an  example  for  the  reft  of  the 
lifhops  to  acl  by  j  and  they  were  perfuaded  that  matters 
wouH  not  have  been  carried  to  this  height,  without 
the  king's  confent.  They  were  confirmed  in  this  opi- 
nion by  the  tricks  that  were  put  upon  thofe  of  their 
religion,  who  fat  upon  the  bench  in  the  cbambres-mi- 
farties  j  and  yet  more,  by  the  large  garrifons  that 
were  placed  in  the  towns  of  Normandy,  were  the  hu- 
gonots  were  in  great  numbers,  as  at  22/>/,  Havre , 
Caen,  and  feveral  other  places.  It  is  paft  doubt,  that 
the  king  and  queen  mother  at  leaft  /hut  their  eyes  at 
almoft  every  thing  that  was  done  againft  the  edict  of 
pacification. 

The  duke  of  Gnije  did  not  appear  in  all  this  5  but 
he  was  privately  at  the  head  of  all  thefe  aflbciationsj 
and,  to  purfue  the  example  of  the  calvinifts  yet  more 
exactly,  he  at  that  time  enter'd  into  an  alliance  with  the 
moft  powerful  foreigners.  As  none  of  them  were  more 
capable  of  fupporting  him  than  the  king  of  Spd'my  he 
turned  his  views  chiefly  upon  the  Spttnifo  court,  and 
found  that  prince  readily  difpofed  to  iecond  him. 

There  was  nothing  'Philip  II.  had  more  reafbn  to 
be  afraid  of,  than  the  end  of  the  civil  wars  in  France, 
and  the  obfervation  of  the  treaty  with  the  hugonot?, 
who  by  the  help  of  a  peace,  would  not  fail  to  fly 
immediately  to  the  fuccour  of  the  Gueux  of  the 
IsOW-Cffuntries,  and  of  the  prince  of  Orange,  whofe  in- 
trigues and  fuccefs  difturbed  the  court  of  Spain  more 
than  ever.  For  when  John  of  Aitfiria  arrived  in  the 
Loiv-CoTintries,  to  take  the  government  of  then)  into 
his  hands,  fome  time  after  the  death  of  'Don  Lewis  tie 
JHeqttefenS  his  predeceflbr,  he  fcarce  found  two  or 
three  towns  rhat  he  could  call  himfelf  mafter  of.  Hol- 
land and  Zelavd  were  intirely  revolted,  as  well  as 
fcveral  towns  in  the  other  provinces.  Almoft  all  the 

rert 
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.  2X  reft  was  in  the  hands  of  the  ftates  of  the  country, 
if 76.  which  had  aflembled,  by  their  own  authority,  after 
the  death  of  die  governor,  and  refufed  to  acknow- 
ledge John  of  Aufiria,  unlefs  he  would  fend  back  all 
the  Spanifi  troops,  upon  which  alone  he  could  depend 
for  the  fupport  of  his  government. 

To  return  to  the  affairs  of  France,  they  were  in  the 
iituation  above-mentionedj  and  there  was  far  greater 
reafon  to  fear  a  war,  than  expecl  a  peace,  when  the 
time  fixed  for  a  meeting  of  the  cftates  at  Blois 
arrived. 

This  meeting  had  been  eagerly  demanded  by  the 
calvinifts,  in  the  petitions  which  they  prefented  du- 
ring the  negotiations  for  a  peace.  The  king  had  rea- 
dily granted  it,  in  hopes  of  getting  the  edicl  of  pacifi* 
cation  qualified,  and  of  regaining  the  king  of  Navarre, 
the  prince  of  Conde^  and  the  marefchal  de  ^Damville^ 
by  the  great  offers  he  made  them  :  but  the  league  of 
the  catholicks,  which  was  formed  afterwards  to  oblige 
the  king  to'revoke  the  edift,  broke  his  meafures  5  for 
whereas,  he  had  but  one  party  to  fatisfy  before,  he 
had  two  to  deal  with  now,  whole  views  and  demands 
were  intirely  contrary  to  each  other.  He  was  afraid 
of  being  left  alone  between  the  two  factions,  and  im- 
ploy'd  his  whole  care  in  making  provifion  againft  both 
the  one  and  the  other,  feeing  that  the  fteps  which 
were  taken  on  both  fides,  equally  tended  to  deftroy  the 
royal  authority. 

It  was  now  to  no  purpofe  to  ballance  the  one  by  the 
other,  as  the  queen  mother  had  done  for  leveral  rea- 
ibns  during  the  minority  of  the  two  preceding  kings  5 
for  the  circumflances  were  not  the  fame  $  and  an  ap- 
parant  neutrality  had  expofed  the  king  to  both  par- 
ties. Having  therefore  well  confider'd  all  things,  he 
refblved  to  declare  in  favour  of  the  league. 

The  chief  reafon  that  determined  him  to  this,  w"as, 
that  as  he  could  not,  with  any  fafety  or  convenience, 
truft  himfelf  with  the  other  party,  fb  at  the  lame  time 
he  removed  all  the  danger  that  threatned  him  from  the 
league  :  for,  by  making  himfelf  head  of  the  confede- 
racy, he  prevented  their  choofing  another,  baffled  the 
intrigues  of  the  duke  o£GtiiJet  who,  according  to  the 
projecT-,  was  to  have  headed  the  league,  and  would  in- 
fallibly have  fucceeded  in  this  efifential  point,  if  he 

had 
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liad  afterwards  afted  with  fufficient  caution  and  cou- 
rage, in  order  to  hinder  the  duke  of  Guife  from  effeft- 
ing  that,  by  remoter  methods,  which  at  firft  he  de- 
figned  to  compafs  on  a  fudden. 

This  refblution  being  taken,    the  matter  was  fb 
managed,  that  the  deputies  of  the  provinces  were  all, 
or  for  the  moft  part,  catholicks,  and  alfb  already  en- 
gaged in  the  league :  but  that  it  might  not  be  thought 
that  the  faction  had  forced  the  king  to  a  compliance, 
he  fpread  abroad  a  report,- as  fbon  as  he  arrived  at 
Slois,  That  he  intended  to  fuffer  the  publick  exercife 
of  no  other  religion  but  the  catholick  tor  the  future  in 
his  kingdom  ;  and  afterwards,  ^when  the  eftates  were 
fully  affembled,  he  gave  the  principals  of  each  order  Dans  lejour. 
to  understand,  that  he  wiflied  this  might  be,  in  a  man-™1  jjjV^ 
ner,  the  main  article  of  the  petitions  that  fhould  be  iee  Duf  ^r 
prefented  to  him.  Never*. 

Accordingly  this  article  was  taken  firft  into  confede- 
ration, and  uj  on  the  twenty -fixth  of  'December^  it  was 
carried  by  a  plurality  of  voices,  that  the  king  fhould 
be  addrefled  to  re-unite  all  his  fubjects,  in  the  catho- 
lick, apoftolick,  and  Roman  religion,  by  the  beft  and 
moft  wholfome  methods  practicable  $  to  orclain,  That 
the  exercife  of  the  pretended  reformed  religion  fhould 
be  prohibited  both  in  publick  and  private  j  that  the 
mini fters,  deacons,  and  overfeers  fhould  depart  the 
kingdom  within  a  certain  time  to  be  prefcribed  by  his 
majefty,  notwithftanding  all  the  edicts  made  to  the 
contrary  5  and  to  condefcend  to  take  all  other  private 
perfons  into  his  royal  protection,  'till  fuch  time  as* 
they  fhould  re-unite  themfeives  to  the  catholick  re- 
ligion. 

In  the  mean  time  the  deputies  Sftngenh  and  ^Pope- 
limere,  the  firft  from  the  king  of  Navarre,  and  the 
other  from  the  prince  of  Conde,  being  arrived,  pro- 
tefted  againft  the  aflembly,  as  an  unlawful  conventi- 
cle, which  had  not  been  called  in  due  form,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  the  kingdom. 

Their  proteft  was  wholly  diftegarded  :  but  as  they 
were  refolved  the  blame  fhould  lie  upon  the  king  of 
Wavc.rrr,  the  prince  of  CcvJe,  and  the  marefchal  de 
Tlawvi'le,  and  that  they  fliould  be  refponfible  for  the 
war,  if  they  forced  the  king  to  it,  it  was  agreed,  that 
the  three  eftates  fhould  each  of  them  fend  their  de- 
puties, 
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A.  2).  puties,  to  invite  them  to  come  to  the  aflembly,  to  COIK 
1576;     lent  to  the  principal  article,  which  prohibited  the  ex- 
vx-V"N->  ercife  of  any  other  but  the  catholick  religion,  and  to 
exhort  the  two  princes   to  fet  their    party    an  ex- 
ample,   by  returning  into  the  bolom  of  the  churchl 
themfclves. 

The  prince  of  Conde  refufed  to  give  audience  to 
Charles  d'  Allibout>  bimop  of  Autun*  to  the  lordi 
Montrrtorin>  and  feter  Rat,  that  were  fent  to  him 
upon  this  meflage  j  for  feeing  plainly,  by  the  conduct 
obferved  in  the  eftates,  that  they  were  going  to  renew 
the  war,  he  had  already  renewed  his  hoftilities,  and 
the  hugonots  had  feized  la  Charitet  and  leveral  other 
places  in  'Poitou  and  Xaint&nge,  ibme  of  which  Lttn- 
dereaU)  who  was  one  of  the  Catholick  commanders,  im- 
mediately retook  from  them. 

The  king  of  Navarre  afted  with  more  moderation  ; 
He  heard  the  deputies,  and  was  moved  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree, with  the  difcourfe  of  <Peter  de  Villar^  archbi- 
Ihop  of  Vienne,  that  the  tears  fell  from  his  eyes.  But 
he  told  him,  that  he  could  not  difengage  himfelf  with 
fafety  ;  that  no  worfe  ftep  could  be  taken  than  to  re- 
new the  war,  which  would  tend  •  to  compleat  the  ruin 
of  the  kingdom;  that  as  to  the  article  of  religion,  he 
was  by  no  means  obftinate ;  that  he  was  firmly  re- 
folved  to  adhere  to  truth,  whatever  it  coft  him  ;  but 
that,  at  prefent,  he  was  perfuaded  the  religion  in 
which  he  had  been  educated,  was  the  beft. 
journal  &»  The  marefchal  de  ^amvilley  in  like  manner,  re- 
etatsdeB!oiscejvecl  Anthony  de  .Senneterre,  bifhop  of  Tuy,  and 
'the  fieurs  de  Rcchefort,  and  de  TJoolk,  who  had  been 
lent  to  him,  with  a  great  deal  of  courrefy.  He  thanked 
the  king,  and  the  eftates,  for  the  honour  they  had! 
done  him,  in  fending  them  to  him;  but  he  added, 
that  he  could  not  leparate  himfelf  from  thofe,  who^ 
he  knew,  were  refolved  to  live  in  peace  by  means  of 
his  majefty's  edicts. 

During  this  fruitlefs  negotiation,  in  which  no  body 
expe£led  any  fiiccefs,  the  king  and  queen  were  ravifh- 
ed  to  lee  the  duke  of  Anjou  declare  himfelf,  upon  all 
occafions,  againft  the  edicl  of  pacification.  He  was 
fo  eager  in  this  point,  that  he  made  a  propofal  of 
beqinning  the  war  with  all  fpeed  by  the  fiege  of  Id 
He  was  very  much  applauded  for  his 
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tvirmth,  and  nothing  that  he  faid  in  council  upon  that 
occafion,  was  made  a  i'ecret  of.  However,  the  duke 
de  Nevers,  in  his  journal,  fays,  That  this  was  all  a  con- 
trivance to  render  him  irre. oncileable  with  the  hugo- 
nots  5  and  that  the  lame  was  one  of  the  principal  ends 
which  the  aflembly  of  the  eftates  had  propoled  to 
themfelves.  The  duke  difcovered  the  artifice  when 
it  was  too  late,  and  was  greatly  chagrin'd  at  it. 

After  fevcral  deliberations,    the  matter    was  con-  Mampires  d« 
eluded,  agreeably  to  the  former  petition  of  the  eftates, laF 
who   had  requeued,  that   no  other  religion,  but  the 8UCn 
catholick,  fhould  be  fuffered  in  France  $  and  the  holy 
league  was  confirmed,  after  it  had  been  figned  by  the 
king,  the  duke  of  Jhtjw,  and  moft  of  the  catholick 
princes  and  lords  prelent  at  the  meeting  of  the  eftates. 
They  broke  up  in  the  end  of  March,  without  doing 
any  thing  elfe  but  figning  the  league  ;  for  nothing  was 
refolved  upon  with  regard  to  the  reformation  of  the 
ftate  5  nor  did  they  furnifh  the  king  with  any  fupplies 
to  carry  on  the  war  which  he  was  going  to  undertake. 
He  had  recourfe  to  the  clergy,  who  granted  him  fbme 
fuppljes,  and  he  got  money  by  creating  fome  new 
dignities,  with  which  he  made  his  preparations. 

The  duke  of  Anjou  begun  with  the  fiege  of  la 
Charite,  and  took  it  by  competition.  Tjjbire  in  Au- 
vergne  furrendered  alfo,  after  fuftaining  an  aflault, 
in  which  the  duke  of  Guife  was  repulfed.  The  duke  Pcpelini-  . 
de  Mayenne  forced  the  prince  of  Conde  to  break  up  thei.  42.  er ' 
fiege  of  XainttS}  took  lomiay-Cfoarente,  Martins,  and 
Broitage.  On  the  other  hand,  the  king  of  Navarre 
furprized  la  Reole  5  and  Cmcarneau  alfb  in  Lower 
Bretagne  was  furprized  by  a  .Zfarfrw-gentleman  of  the 
hugonot  party,  named  la  Vigne:  But  it  was  imme- 
diately after  retaken  by  the  catholick  nobility  of  the 
country. 

After  all,  though  it  was  not  poflible  for  the  king 
to  have  declared  his  refolution  to  pufh  the  hugonots 
to  the  uttnoft,  with  more  warmth  than  he  did  in  the 
ftates,  yet  it  was  foon  perceived  that  he  b'jgan  to 
cocl,  either  for  want  of  money,  or  for  fear  of  feeing 
foreigners  re-enter  the  kingdom,  by  virtue  of  a  league 
which  the  hugonots  were  treating  upon  with  the  queen 
of  England,  the  proteftant  princes  of  Germany,  and 
alfo  with  the  kings  of  the  No/'fb.  He  hearkned  tp 
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j4.  2>.   the  advice  of  fome  of  his  council,  who  were  againft 
1577.     the  refolution  that  had  been  taken  in  the  ftates,  of 
^•"V^w/  which  number  was  the  duke  of  Montpenfier. 

This  duke  was  con'rinually  negotiating  with  the 
king  of  Navarrey  who  was  very  much  difpofcd  to 
peace  5  but  at  the  lame  time,  firm  and  immoveable 
upon  the  article  of  the  publick  exercife  of  the  pro- 
teftant  religion  in  the  kingdom,  though  he  was  not 
againft  adding  ibme  qualifying  clauies  to  the  edi6l  of 
pacification. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  prince  of  Gonde,  after  the 
taking  of  Brouage  by  the  duke  de  Mayenne,  faw  his 
troops  continually  disbanding.  He  was  ill  fatisfied 
with  the  RocbellerSy  who  did  not  leave  him  authority 
enough  in  their  city  and  councils.  Thus  matters  were 
infenfibly  coming  about.  A  truce  was  agreed  upon  in 
the  beginning  of  September,  and  a  peace  followed* 
which  the  king  figned  at  ?Poi 'tier 'S,  and  the  king  of 
"Navarre  at  Sergeracf  and  then  a  new  edlft  of  pacifi- 
cation, different  from  the  former  in  no  other  fefpeft, 
excepting  in  that  it  laid  fome  little  reftraint  upon 
the  publick  exercife  of  calvinifm,  and  made  fome 
alteration  with  regard  to  the  towns  of  fecurity  granted 
the  calvinifts  by  the  former  edicl :  For  Montpellier 
was  allowed  them  inftead  of  Beat/cflire,  and  Tffbire> 
which  had  been  taken,  was  not  reftored  them.  The 
prince  of  Conde  received  this  news  with  joy,  and  im- 
mediately caufed  the  peace  to  be  proclaimed.  The 
marefchal  de  1)ar/2villet  whom  the  court  had  begun 
to  reclaim,  by  the  means  of  his  wife,  accepted  the  peace 
alfo,  and  caufed  it  to  be  accepted  in  the  places  under 
his  command. 

That  which  had  the  greateft  influence  upon  him, 
with  regard  to  this  matter,  was  the  ufage  he  met  with 
from  the  hugonots,  which  difcovered  to  him  the  dif- 
pofition  of  the  feci,  and  made  him  fee  clearly,  that 
their  defign  was  then  to  form  a  kind  of  common- 
wealth in  the  Lower  Lavguedoc,  as  they  had  already 
done  at  Rochelle  and  'Mmtaubtm.  The  hugonots 
having,  from  the  beginning  of  this  year,  fufpe&ed 
that  the  marefchal  was  treating  with  the  court,  feized 
D'Aubigne,  Montpellier  in  his  abfence,  and  placed  Cbettillon^  fon 
Is.  £'S>.  of  the  late  admiral  deColigni,  in  the  government,  and 
committed  the  moft  dreadful  extravagances,  pillaged 
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and  pulled  down  the  churches,  maltreated  the  catho- 
licks  j  and  having  given  notice  of  the  fuccefs  of  their 
enterprizc  to  the  nugonots  of  Aiguts-Mme^  Alah^ 
Luml)  Sommieres,  Aimargues^  and  MaJJillargues,  they 
exhorted  them  to  do  the  like.  Their  advice  was  fol- 
lowed and  executed,  and  S.  Remain  was  made  go- 
vernor of  Aigws-Mvrns. 

Afterwards  the  hugonots   called    an    afTembly    at  D»n»  («  &v 
Ltmel,  from  whence  they  fent  deputies   to  the  ma-  ^^^s £* 
refchal.     Thefe  deputies,  far  from  excufing  what  had  deTautres  de- 
pafled  at  Montpellier  and  elfewhere,  declared  to  him,  putez,  dateei 
That  the  aflembly  looked  upon  it  as  neceflary  for  the^i7;Fevfiw 
good  of  the  churches  ;  that  they  did  not  pretend  upon 
that  account,  to  leparate  themfelves  from  the  confe- 
deracy, provided  he  would  exclude  all  catholicks  from 
his   council,    and  allow  of  feveral  other    conditions, 
which,  as  they  took  from  him  almoft  all  his  authority, 
rendered   him  dependant  upon   the    caprice   of   the 
colleagues    that  were  to  be  afllgn'd  him  in  the  go- 
vernment. 

The  inftruftions  of  thele  deputies  were  publifhed 
afterwards  by  the  hugonots  themfelves  ;  and  the  ma- 
refchal  writing  an  anfwer  to  them,  *  mew  d,  in  like  •  Related  { 
manner,  the  ingratitude  of  the  hugonots  to  him,  and  the  hiftoire 
the  great  mifchief  he   had  done  to  the  catholick   re- 
ligion   by   his  revolt  and  union  with  them  :  For  from, 
that  time,  calvinifm  fpread  and  rooted  itfelf  in  fuch 
manner  in  that  country,  that  it  was  the  moft  corrupt 
of  all  the  provinces.     Thus  was  the  union  broken  be- 
tween the  hugonots  and  malecontents. 

The  queen  mother  having  a  defign  to  eftablifh  the 
peace,  made  a  journey  to  Guyenne^  on  purpofe  to  con" 
fer  with  the  king  of  Navarre,  and  perfuade  him  to 
Return  to  cour"t.  This  latt  article  fhe  could  not  obtain 
of  him.  The  conferences  were  held  at  tferac,  and 
frnilhed  on  the  laft  day  of  February,  anno  1579. 
New  interpretations  were  made  there  of  the  articles 
of  the  laft  edift  of  pacification,  for  the  moft  part  in 
favour  of  the  calvinifts,  who  conftantly  made  their 
advantage  of  the  eagernels  of  the  court  to  prefervtt 
the  peace. 

The  queeri  wtnf  from  Gttvfitirt  to  'DauphinV,  upon 
occafiori  of  the  marefthal  Ae  'Bellezarde'*  revolt,  wha 
had  eot  the  covefnmcnt  of  the  marquifate  of  SaJuceS 
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_^.  2X   in  his  hands,  having  difpoflefled  the  fleur  de 
15-79.     by    the  afliftance  of  M.  Zfffiguieres,    who  had  lent 
<*/~^/~*->  him   two  thoufand   foot,  three  hundred   light  horfe, 
Guichenon    an^  as  many  harquebuikrs  of  horfe  from  ^Dav.pkiny^ 
Maifonde    where  he  headed  the  hugonot  party.     She  had  a  con- 
Savoye.       ference  with  the  marelchal  at  Monlml  in  BreJJe,  with- 
in the  territories  of  the  duke  of  Savoy,  to  lee  if  fhe 
could  not  dilcover,  whether  he  had~not  entered  into 
an  alliance  with  that  duke,  and  the  earl  of  j4yaMonf> 
governor  of  Milan^   as     there  was   great  ground   to 
fulpeft.     All   this  tended  to  confirm  him  in   the  go- 
vernment, which  they  could  not  take  from  him:  But 
Brant&ne     it    was  not  long  that  he  enjoyed  it  $  for  within  fix 
dam  r  doge  days  after  his  return    from  Saluces,    he  died  there, 
J*£SJiw*  iay  of  the  ftone,  and  others  of  poifon.     This 
'was  a  happy  turn  for  the  court.    The  government  de- 
volved upon  his  fbn,  aged  about  twenty.     But  under 
pretence  of  his  youth,  they  nominated  John  Lewis  de 
tfcgaret  de  la  Palette,  lord  of  Caummit%  afterwards 
duke  of  Efernon,  his  kinfman,  to  command  in  his 
name,  who  had  alfo  a  great  fhare  afterwards  in  the 
troubles  of  the  kingdom. 

The  queen  after  fo  long  an  abfence,  being  returned 
to  the  king  her  fbn,  found  more  alterations  in  the 
court  of  this  prince,  than  in  his  conducl,  by  which 
he  continued  to  render  himfelf  more  and  more  con- 
temptible and  odious.  ^fiefifS,  Maugiron  and  S.  Me- 
grw,  three  of  the  principal  of  thofe  who  were  called 
the  king's  favourites,  had  loft  their  lives,  the  two  firft 
in  a  duel,  and  the  third  by  an  a flafli nation.  The 
Hcmy'iu.  grief  which  the  king  exprefled  upon  occafion  of  their 
'  death,  or  the  manner  in  which  he  did  it,  was  wholly 
unworthy  the  royal  majefty. 

But  feme  months  after,  he  afted  a  part  more 
worthy  of  himfelf,  and  which  at  the  lame  time  was 
a  judicious  and  folid  piece  of  policy  :  I  mean,  the 
institution  of  the  order  of  knights  of  the  HolyGhoft, 
to  which  he  was  was  chiefly  induced  by  two  reafbns  ; 
firft,  becaufe  the  royal  order  of  S.  Michael  was  ex- 
tremely debafed  by  the  great  number  of  thofe  upon 
whom  it  had  been  undiftinguifriingly  conferred,  fo  that 
by  a  kind  of  proverb,  the  collar  of  the  order  of 
sl  was  called,  tfbe  collar  fo  all  ammls  $  and 
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his  defign  wa«  to  make  that  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,a  mark 
of  the  highett  dittinftion. 

The  fecond  end  that  he  propoled  to  himfelf,  was 
to  draw  off  the  great  lords  that  were  engaged  in  the 
calvinift  party,  by  the  expectations  of  this  honour, 
becaufe  one  of  the  ftatutes  of  the  order  provided,  that 
no  perfon  Ihould  enjoy  it,  that  did  not  profefs  the 
catholick,  apoftolick  and  Roman  religion. 

It  feems  alib  very  probable  to  me,  that  he  had  it  in 
his  view,  to  ftrike  at  the  league  by  this  inftitution, 
and  the  rather,  becaufe  by  another  ftatute,  the  knight 
is  to  vow  and  fwear,  To  receive  nofalary,  penfion  nor 
ifficc  from  any  other  prince  wbarjbever,  nor  10  engage 
himfeif  to  any  other  perfon,  be  he  "jobo  l:e  mil,  without 
exprefs  leave  from  the  king.  For  that  which  moftly 
threatned  the  royal  authority  in  the  league,  conlifted 
in  this. 

The  kingdid  not  fill  the  moiety  of  an  hundred  places 
of  the  order  at  the  firft  promotion,  to  leave  feveral 
lords  in  hopes  of  participating  of  this  honour,  and  by 
this  bait,  as  I  obferved  before,  to  bring  over  fbme  of 
the  moft  considerable  gentlemen  of  the  hugonot  party 
to  the  catholick  religion,  who  might  aCTure  themfelves 
of  being  never  promoted,  while  they  made  profeffion 
of  the  new  reform  ;  and  the  king  acled  always  in  the 
fame  manner  with  regard  to  this  article,  during  his 
whole  reign  :  For  he  not  only  never  admitted  any  o£ 
the  hugonot  lords  to  his  orders;  but  herefy  was  alfo 
always  a  reafon  for  exclufion  from  all  offices  of  the 
crown,  from  the  marefchal's  fraff,  from  the  govern- 
ment of  the  provinces,  and  from  any  place  in  his 
family. 

But  the  misfortune  of  this  prince  was,  that  they  did 
not  at  all  depend  upon  him  for  any  thing  that  he  did 
in  favour  of  religion  :  And  this  proceeded  partly  from 
the  contempt  into  which  he  was  fallen  by  his  ma^ 
nagement,  with  the  catholicks,  and  partly  from  the 
fecret  practices  of  the  leaguers,  who  poifbn'd  all  his 
defigns,  and  found  fault  with  all  the  condefceniions 
which  he  was  obliged  to  make  to  the  hugonors,  for 
fear  of  (larding  them  too  much,  and  re-kindling  the 
civil  war.  Thus  they  talked  in  all  places  of  what  had 
pafled  at  the  conferences  of  Nerae,  where  nrw  cities 
of  fecurity  had  been  granted  for  lorae  months  to  the 
L  2  king 
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Jl.  CD.   king  of  Navarre  and  the  calvinifts  of  Langue.doct   and 
15-79.     inveighed   bitterly  againft  the    protection   which  the 
«*X""V^— '  kinuat  that  time  gave  the  city  or  Geneva,  upon  which 
the  duke  of  Savoy  was  forming  new  defigns.     They 
exaggerated  the  indignity  of  thefe  damnable  politicks, 
as  they  called  them,  to  fupportacity  which  was  the  bul- 
wark of  herefy  j  and  fhut  their  ears  againft  the  eflen- 
DinsieTriiftctial  reafbns  of  ttate,  which  this  prince  had  for  acting 
157?.  au  in  that  manner,  and  againft  the  confideration  that  was 

to  be  ha<*  of  the  Slt''fSt  who  had  exa^ed  lt  of  mm- 
On  the  other  hand,  he  was  the  objed  of  the  hu- 

gonots  irreconcileable  hatred,  upon  the  account  of  the 
maffacre  ot  S.  Bartholwne-iv :  Nor  was  he  able  to 
remove  their  diftruft,  after  the  rupture  of  the  treaty 
that  he  had  made  with  them  before  the  ftates  of 
jBlois.  Thus  hated  by  the  one,  and  defpifed  by  the 
other,  he  found  himfelf  in  a  very  odd  fituation,  and 
was  reduced  to  aft  a  parr,  and  to  wait  till  time  and 
opportunity  mould  furnimhim  with  means  to  extricate 
himfeifoutof  thefe  difficulties. 

With  this  view  he  was  defirous  of  continuing  the 
peace  as  long  as  poffible  5  but  the  rmgonots  could  not 
long  contain,  and  the  king  of  Navarre,  who,  during 
the  conferences  of  Ne/'tic,  had  difcovered  all  the  queen 
mother's  contrivances,  took  private  meafures,  not  only 
to  prevent  his  being  furprized  ;  but  alfb  to  put  hinv 
felf  into  a  condition  to  attempt  ibme  notable  affair, 
in  cafe  of  the  war's  being  renewed. 

The  marelchal  de  'Damville,  whom  I  fhall  hereafter 
call  by  the  name  of  Montmorency,  becaufe  he  had 
lucceeded  to  the  title  and  great  eftate  of  Francis 
marefchal  of  Montmorency  his  eldeft  brother,  who 
died  in  May  this  year  1579,  without  leaving  any  iflue 
behind  him,  went  in  November  to  wait  upon  the  king 
of  Navarre  at  Jlfazeres,  in  the  county  of  Foix,  in 
order  to  demand  of  him,  in  the  king's  name,  and  as 
governor  of  Lavgnedoc,  the  reftitution  of  the  towns 
of  fecurity,  which  by  the  treaty  of  Nerac  ha<l  been 
a^owc^  l^e  ^ug°nors  f'^  tne  nionth  of  O&obert 
1. 5"  and  at  the  fame  time  the  reftitution  of  fbme  other 
places  which  they  had  feized  after  the  conferences  of 
Nerac. 

As  the  hugonots  did  not  think  rhemfelves  more  fe- 
curc  at  that  time,  than  when  thefe  towns  were  delivered 
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\ij>  to  .them,  they  did  not  judge  it  advifeable  to  iur- 
render  them,  and  the  king  of  Navarre  wanted  no  pre- 
tences  to  excufe  himfelf  from  compliance. 

One  of  the  chief  of  theie  pretences  was,  that  being 
governor  of  Guyenne,  they  had  left  him  no  authority 
in  this  province,  but  had  given  the  intire  power  to 
the  lieutenants  lent  thither  by  the  king.  The  lieu- 
tenant, at  that  time,  was  Afmand  de  Biron>  to  whom 
had  been  given  the  marefchal's  ftaff  of  France,  vacant  D.Aub; 
by  the  death  of  the  famous  marefchal  de  Montlnc.  Hel.  4.  t.  a 
every  where  quartered  catholick  troops,  even  in  rfgen 
itfelti  which  was  the  ordinary  refidence  of  the  king 
of  Navarre,  who,  upon  this  account,  was  obliged  to 
go  and  keep  his  court  at  Leffioure.  Memoirei  de 

2)ttflat,  governor  of  the  Chateau  de  la  Rede,  which  Jj^'jj^ 
the  king  of  Navarre  had  furprized,    deferred   thisj  j*.8^' 
prince  upon  a  love-afFair,  and  had  received  a  royal 
garrifon  into  it.     The  marefchal  de  Montmorency  had 
forced  Cbatilkn  to  depart  Beaucaire.    It  was  for  theie 
r.eafons,  that  the  king  of  Navarre,  in  concert  with  the 
hugonots  of  Languedcc,  excufed  himfelf  from  furren- 
dring  the  towns  of  fecuriry. 

During  thefe  tranfaftions,  the  king  of  Navarre,  the 
prince  of  Conde,  Lefdiguieres,  and  the  other  heads  of 
the  hugonots,  had  formed  a  corrcfpondence  in  above 
fixty  different  places  ;  and  they  refblved  immediate- 
ly to  put  their  defigns  in  execution ;  but  all  theie 
correfpondencies  were  far  from  fucceeding. 

The  firft  town  that  was  furprized,  was  Fere  in  2>/- 
cardy.  The  prince  of  Conde  himfelf  executed  this  en- 
ttrprize,  in  perfon,  on  the  laft  day  of  November.  He 
had  patted  from  Xaintonge  thither  in  difguife,  with- 
out being  difcovered.  Aflbon  as  he  was  mailer  of  this 
place,  he  went  to  Germany,  in  order  to  raife  fbldiers 
there,  and  re-enter  France,  with  an  army  of  Germans^ 
as  he  had  done  once  already. 

Mande  in  'GevauJau  was  carried  by  fcalado,  on  the 
eve  of  Cbrif  mas-day,  by  captain  Merle  ;  and  about 
the  fame  time  Montagu  in  Lower  ToiBou  was  fur- 
prized  by  'Pommiers  a  Gafcoigne  captain. 

Laftly,  the  king  of  Navarre  furprized  the  city  of 

Calors,  by  the  help  of  a  petard,  an  inftrument  newly 

invented   to   break  open  the  gates  of  cities  and  for- 

trefles,  and  afterwards  employed  in  feveral  other  mi- 

L  3  litary 
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./£  2).  litary  ufes.     This  was  one  of  the  boldeft  and  moft  vi- 
I579<    gorous  attacks  that  ever  was  heard  of. 
-y>^      The  king  of  Navarre,  having  forced  open  the  gate 
of  the  city,    found   himielf  ftopt  by   the  governor, 
named  Verms*  at  the  head  of  his  garrifon,  and  the 
citizens,  who  made  a  regular  defence  for  five  hours 
together,  by  means  of  barricadoes,  which  they  raifed. 
with  wonderful  expedition. 

It  may  be  laid,  that  the  taking  of  this  city  was 
not  the  greateft  advantage  the  king  of  Navarre  reaped 
from  the  expedition.  7  he  idea,  which  upon  that  oc- 
cafion,  all  his  party  conceived  of  his  perion,  was  of 
more  important  confecmence  to  him.  They  admired 
his  intrepidity,  his  aaivity,  his  prefence  of  mind,  to 
have  his  eye  upon  all  quarters,  to  rally  his  men,  to 
hinder  the  fbldiers  from  disbanding,  in  order  to  fall 
upon  the  plunder,  to  prevent  a  thoufand  accidents 
during  folong  an  attack  5  to  remedy  an  infinite  num- 
ber of  unforeften  inconveniencies,  which  might  have 
wrefted  the  victory  out  of  his  hands,  and  caufed  his 
ruin.  He  was  always  in  the  midft  of  the  fire,  and  ex- 
pofed  to  the  greateft  dangers.  It  was  he,  that  at  the 
head  of  his  guards,  without  any  defenfive  arms,  car- 
ried the  laft  and  ftrongeft  barricade  5  and  the  taking 
of  which  put  an  end  to  the  defenfe  of  the  befieged. 

After  this  glorious  action,  the  king  of  Navarre 
marched  to  Guyenne^  where  the  marefchal  de  %i>'ov> 
having  a  fuperior  force,  prevented  him  from  making 
any  progreis. 

The  king  relying  upon  the  marefchals  Montwonncy 
and  de  Biron,  for  the  prefervation  of  Lflngmdcc,  and 
Gvyenne,  refoived  upon  an  attempt  to  retake  Fere,  and 
drive  the  hugonots  from  a  port  of  this  importance, 
from  whence  they  carried  their  ravage  up  to  the  very 
gates  of  *Pwis. 

This  enterprize  was  committed  to  the  careof  the  ma- 
refchal de Matignon.Eo\h  the  befiegers  and  the  befieged 
jfhew'd  much  valour  upon  the  occafion,  but  the  weak- 
nefs  of  the  garrifon  obliged  la  'Perfomze,  who  com- 
manded there,  to  capitulate,  after  a  baft  ion  had  been 
carried  by  affaulr.  The  fiege  lafted  from  the  twen- 
tieth of  June  to  the  laft  day  of  dvgttfl.  Thirty  gen- 
tlemen, and  eight  hundred  common  foldiers,  were 
killed  upon  the  fpot.  The  befiegers  loft  two  thou- 
fand 
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And  men  in  the  attacks  and  fallies,  and  as  many  were  £, 
carried  off  by  diicaics.  'Pbilbert  earl  ofGrantonr,  and 
Fratxis  4e  Alaillit   lord    of    Haticwtrt,    were  killed 
there. 

The  taking  and  re-taking  of  Fere,  and  the  furprize 
of  Gabon-)  were  the  moft  memorable  expeditions  of 
this  campaign.  The  war  ended  the  lame  year,  by 
the  mediation  of  the  duke  of  Anjov^  with  much  leis 
difficulty  than  the  court  expected,  bccaufe  the  hugo-  ^.D.ij-So 
nots,  a  great  number  of  which,  and  elpecially  thole 
of  Rochelle,  by  the  advice  of  the  lord  de  la  Notte, 
had  disapproved  of  the  king  of  Navarre's  revolt,  were 
very  much  di fooled  to  it  5  and  becaufe  the  duke  of 
j9njou  was  particularly  interefted  in  the  re-eftablifh- 
ment  of  peace  in  the  kingdom,  tor  reafons  to  be  men- 
tioned hereafter. 

Notwithftanding  this  peace,  there  were  always  fome 
perfbns  difpofed  to  trouble  the  ftate,  efpecially  in  the 
nugonot  party  :  befides  that  they  paid  no  great  re- 
gard to  their  heads,  fome  flattered  themfelves,  that  in 
cafe  they  fucceeded  in  their  attempts,  they  fhould  not 
be  difbwned,  efpecially  by  the  prince  of  Coude,  who 
had  always  been  againft  the  laft  treaty. 

Some  hugonots  of  Auvergne,  Rouergue,  and  the  Cc- 
vennes,  undertook  to  furprize  Aurillac.    They  ftorm'd 
it,    and  fix-fcore    were  already  mounted   upon    the 
walls,  when  the  fieur  de  Veyre^  firft  conful,  came  at  Exrraft  des 
the  head   of  fome  companies  of  the  citizens  to  ^h^fon*1^ 
upon  them,  and  purfued  his  defign  with  fo  much  vi- vin»  d'Au- 
gour  and  relblution,  that   moft  of  them  were  killed, riUdC- 
the  reft  tumbled  into  the  fofle,  and  lo   the  enterprize 
mifcarried.    The  king,    as  a  reward  for  the   valour  JSj!^,, 
and  prudence  of  this   magiftrate,  who  was  dange-Cnnfeiid'Erat 
roufly  wounded  upon  the  occafion,  ennobled  him,  and'1"  m-ii  de 
all  hispofterity,   together  with  the  off-fpring  of  his/.JJ*57«a. 
brothers,  three  of  whom  had  been  killed  in  the  ftr- 
Tice,  and  one  of  them  in  this  very  fight. 

This  infraction  of  the  treaty,  on  the  part  of  the 
hugonots,  did  not  break  the  peace;  the  reafons  upon 
which  it  had  been  at  firft  made,  ftill  fubfifted,  and 
thefe  which  follow,  are  the  motives  which  prevailed 
upon  the  duke  of  Anjou  in  particular,  to  maintain  it 
as  his  own  work  by  all  poflible  means. 

L  A  The 
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Jl.  2).        The  king,  who,  in  other  refpefts,  thought  it  necefla- 
if8o.     ry    for  the  good  of  the  fiate,  had  promifed  him  in 

l^YXJcafe  of  his  iucceeding  in  it,  to  iecond  him  in  two 
great  defigns  he  had  then  in  hand  :  the  one  was  his 
marriage  with  the  queen  of  England-^  which  was  al- 
ready far  advanced,  at  leaft  in  the  opinion  of  thofe 
who  formed  their  lentiments  upon  appearances,  ra- 
ther than  the  character  of  that  princels  $  the  other 
was  his  eftablifhment  in  theZovtf  Countries  which  were 
at  that  time  in  great  confufion,  and  had,  for  the  molt 
part,  revolted  ftom  the  king  of  Spain.  The  king  had 
given  him  his  word,  not  to  countenance  him  openly, 
for  fear  of  drawing  the  Spaniards  upon  his  back,  but 
fecretly,  and  by  luffering  him  to  carry  with  him 
iuch  troops  as  were  willing  to  follow  him  in  that 
expedition. 

Queen  Margaret •,  his  fitter,  was  the  perfbn  that 
had  managed  this  affair  with  ibme  lords  of  the  coun- 
try, in  a  journey  that  /he  made  to  the  «5^wrt',  under 
pretence  of  ill  health.  Several  incidents,  that  fell 
out,  had  like  to  have  caufed  the  projed  to  miicarry  : 
The  duke  of  Jlnjou  however  had  troops  in  feme  towns 
of  the  country.  The  ettates  had  already  given  him 
the  title  of  their  protector,  and  had  affured  him,  that 
if  they  /hould  change  their  mafter,  they  would  choofe 
none  but  him. 

The  attempt  to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  the  king  of 
Spain  openly,  and  to  declare  him  to  have  forfeited 
his  right  to  the  Low-CMintries,  was  at  laft  put  in 
execution,  by  the  intrigues,  and  authority  of  William 
prince  oCOnragr,  who  himfelf,  upon  this  occafion,  per- 
fuaded  the  eftates  to  perform  the  promife  they  had 
made  the  duke  of  At^ou-t  and  to  acknowledge  him  for 
their  lord. 

The  publication  of  the  aft  by  which  the  king  of 
Spam  was  depofed  from  the  ieignory  of  the  L</x- 
Ccuntries,  having  been  made  on  the  twenty-feventh 

>p.i.f8i°f  Julyi  Aimo  1581-  the  prince  of  Orange  fent  ^Phi- 
lip Marnix,  lord  of  St.  Jttdtgonde,  attended  with  feve- 
ral  gentlemen,  to  the  duke  of  Anjou,  who  was  then 
at  Tleffis  near  Tours,  to  offer  him  the  principality  of 
the  Lo-ii-Ccuntries.  The  offer  was  accepted,  and  a 
treaty  fign'd  between  the  duke  and  the  eftates.  Seve- 
ral lords,  and  particularly  the  prince  ^'  Epincy,  go- 
vernor 


The  Reign  of  H  E  N  R  Y  III. 

vcrnor  of  Totirnay,  had  declared  for  this  prince  ;  but 
the  duke  of  'Parma  had  re-taken  ibme  towns  in 
Hainault^  which  had  embraced  the  fame  intercit,  and 
laid  clolc  fiege  to  Camlray^  which  he  had  forae 
time  fince  cauied  to  be  block'd  up  by  the  marquis 
de  Roubais. 

This  place  was  of  great  importance  to  both  parties, 
not  only  upon  account  of  its  ttrength,  but  allo,  be- 
caufe  it  was  the  door  of  communication  between  the 
frontiers  of  France,  and  the  provinces  of  the  Lcw- 
Cotiutries.  The  baron  ^'  Jnjy,  governor  of  the  cita- 
del, who  was  the  firft  perion  that  queen  Margaret 
gained  over  to  the  duke  of  Anjwi  her  brother,  finding 
himfelf  hard  prefTed,  fent  meflengers.  one  after  another, 
to  that  prince  to  demand  fuccours,  expecting  to  be 
feverely  handled  by  the  Spaniards*  if  he  tell  into  their 
hands.  He  had  all  the  motives  of  honour  and  intereft 
in  his  behalf,  and  accordingly  the  firft  thing  the 
duke  of  Anjou  did,  was  to  endeavour  his  deliverance. 

•  He  fent  Fervaques  before  him  with  four  thoufand 
men,  of  which  one  thoufand  under  the  command  of 
John  de  Baligni  bafe  fon  of  Jobn  de  Atontluc,  for- 
merly bifhop  oftftfottCCj  enter'd  the  town. 

The  duke  ifAijou  arrived  fbme  time  after,  and 
incamped  under  the  Caftelet.  His  army,  in  which  were 
leveral  French  lords,  either  catholicks  or  hugonots, 
confifted  of  twelve  thoufand  infantry,  and  four  thou- 
fand horfe.  The  duke  of  farma,  who  was  at  Valen- 
ciennes, marched  out  as  if  he  had  been  going  to  in- 
gage,  but  not  having  an  equal  force,  his  fole  defign 
was  to  join  the  troops  of  the  blockade,  which  he 
effected,  and  removed  from  Cambray. 

Thexluke  of  An\oii,  having  no  obftacle  remaining, 
entred  the  city,  where  he  was  received  with  great  joy 
and  refpeft  by  the  baron  of  lufy.  Two  days  after,  he 
took  an  oath  to  maintain  the  privileges  of  the  city, 
and  thereby  began  to  take  pofleffion  of  the  government 
of  the  Z>w-Countries.Tht  prince  looking  upon  this  place 
as  the  key  of  the  country,  made  fure  of  ir  ;  he  with- 
drew the  Walloon  garrifon,  and  placed  a  French  garrifon 
in  their  room  j  and  perfuaded  the  baron  A"  Jnfy  to  de- 
liver up  the  government  of  it  to  B align? .  It  was  n«t 
without  fbme  difficulty  that  he  fubmitted  to  it  5  but 
this  gentleman  had  no  time  for  refentmenr,  or  to  wa'S 

for 
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A-  2).   for  a  recompence,  being  killed  feme  days  after  in  a 
iy8i.     rencounter  by  a  party  of  Spaniards.    The  duke  of  Aii- 
$*-y~*Jjou  afterwards  ieized   Arltux,  the  fort  of  Leclufe, 
Cbateau-Cambrefoy    and  all  the  other  pofts  therea- 
bouts, fo  that  the  Spaniards  were  obliged  to  abandon 
this  whole  canton. 

The  prince  made  no  queftion  but  this  fuccefs,  and 
the  great  party  he  had  to  depend  upon  in  the  Low- 
Ctfwtries,  would  further  his  marriage  with  the  queen 
of  EtJgland  :  But  he  was  amazed,  when  he  heard  that 
this  princefs  made  that  very  thing  a  motive  to  delay 
Cambden  the  conclusion  of  it,  becaufe,  at  that  conjuncture,  jfhc 
d'Eiizablfh  cou^  not  marry  h'm  without  drawirg  a  war  upon  her- 
'  felf  from  Spain,  in  which,  as  /he  had  declared  to  the 
duke  of  Arisen,  fhe  was  refolved  not  to  engage.  This 
was  one  of  thofe  pretences,  which  fhe  had  always  at 
hand,  upon  occafion,  to  prevent  coming  to  any  con- 
clufion. But  to  keep  the  court  of  France  always  in 
expectation,  fhe  propofed  a  league  with  the  king 
againft  Spain,  the  power  of  which  had  been  of  late  confi- 
derably  augmented,  by  the  conqueft  of  'Portugal, which 
the  duke  of '  jflva  had  juft  feized  in  the  name  of  the 
king  of  Spain.  There  were  many  pretenders  to  thit 
crown  after  the  death  of  the  royal  cardinal,  who  had 
fucceeded  king  Sebafiian,  that  perifhed  in  a  battle 
againft  the  Saracens  of  Africa.  Catherine  de  Medicis, 
queen-mother  of  France,  was  one  of  the  number  j  but 
her  pretenfions  being  not  fo  well  founded,  as  mod 
of  the  reft,  fhe  contented  her  felf  with  lupporting 
2)0;z  Antonio,  baftard  of  'Portugal,  commonly  called 
the  prior  of  'Prato.  The  queen  of  England,  atfo  was 
well  difpofed  to  fiipport  the  intereft  of  this  lord,  who 
having  been  defeated  by  the  duke  ofjflva,  had  taken 
fan&uary  in  England-  It  was  upon  this  occafion  that 
queen  Elizabeth  propofed  a  league  with  France.  The 
king  was  by  no  means  averfe  to  the  defign,  but  he 
had  a  mind  to  fee  the  duke  of  An]oi£s  marriage  with 
this  princefs  concluded  before  the  league,  and  fhe 
demanded  the  contrary. 

Upon  this  a  negotiation  was  enter'd  upon,  which 
lafted  during  the  months  of  Augiijl  and  September* 
Anno  1581.  It  appears,  by  Walfmgham's  letters,  who 
was  at  that  time  ambaflador  extraordinary  from 
to  the  court  of  France,  that  the  queen  of 
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ufe  of  the  fame  methods  that  fhe  had    ^  2) 
formerly  done,  when  a  marriage  was  treating  upon     ij-Si. 
between  her  and  king  Henry  Hi.   then  duke  ot  <.4»jout  ^"V""^ 
and  cauied  the  fame  perplexity  in  her  own  min  lifers, 
upon  whom   fhe  herlclf  impofed,    in    fuch  manner 
that  they  could  not  difcover  whether  fhe  had  any  real 
defign  of  marrying  or  not.     At  length  the  ambaflador 
had  his  audience  of  leave,  without  having  concluded 
any  thing,  and  went  to  the  Lo-ii'-Countries,  where  he 
faw  the  duke  of  JInjou,  for  whom,  the  queen  of  £72- 
gland  not  only  exprefled  an  inclination,  but  a  pafiion 
alfo.    The  greatcii  advantage  which  the  duke  at  that 
time  gain'd  by  it,  was  the.  iiim  of  100,000  crowns, 
which  file  fent  him  privately. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  progrefs  of  this  prince's 
affairs  in  the  Lciv-Countries  did  not  anfwer  their  begin- 
ning. His  troops,  after  the  taking  of  Cam  bray,  di£ 
banded  for  the  moft  part  for  want  of  pay,  and  the 
French  nobility  that  had  attended  him  in  the  expedi- 
tion, thinking  it  fufficient  that  they  had  ferved  him 
fo  well,  retired  almoft  to  a  man,  to  their  eftates  and 
to  court.  The  marquis  d'Elbetif,  fet  the  example,  by 
taking  leave  of  the  duke  with  four  hundred  troopers  ; 
The  intereit  of  his  family,  and  the  engagements  they 
had  made  with  the  Spaniards,  would  not  permit  him 
to  contribute  over-much  to  their  ruin  in  the  Lffix- 
Coimtries.  The  duke  of  Av]m  withdrew  under  the 
Cbatelet  with  five  thoufand  foot  and  one  thoufand  five 
hundred  horfe  j  and  to  avoid  the  chagrin  of  feeing 
the  prince  of  'Parma,  who  rallied  his  army,  carry  on 
fiis  conquefts  before  his  face,  without  being  able  to 
hinder  him,  he  pafled  into  England,  under  pretence 
that  his  prefence  was  neceflary  there  for  the  conclu- 
fion  of  his  marriage  with  the  queen. 

He    was   received   by    this    princefs  with  all  theM«**«fc 
marks  of  a  moft  fenfible   affection  j  and  the  matter  JjJJ  de  Ne^ 
proceeded  fo  far,  that  on  the  twenty-fecond  of  No- 
vember, in  the  prefence  of  M.  de  Caftchiau  Man-vif- 
fiere,  ambaflador  of  France,  and  feveral  Evglifi  lords, 
fhe  put  a  rin£  upon  the  duke  of  /!ny,tf*  f  ngcr,  telling 
him,  That  fhe  betroth'd  him  from  that  moment  with 
that  ring.     Nay,  fhe  went  farther,   and  ordered   an 
aft  to  be  drawn  up  in  Latin,  containing  the  form  of 
celebrating  the  marriage,  which  was  to  be  obferved  in 

the 
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A.  2).   the  church    wherein    they  fhould    be    married,    the 

1581.     terms  the  duke  of  Anjou  was  to  make  ufe  of  in  efpou- 

V-'-V"^  fing  the  queen,  and  thofe  which  were  to  be  pronounced 

by  the   queen,   in  accepting  the   duke  of  Anjou  for  a 

Thii  aft  "husband.     This  aft  was  figned  by  the  bi/hop  of  Lin- 

in  parchment^     and  feveral  £>#///&  lords.     Cajlelnau  gave  imme- 

in  tne  Horary  •*.-,.          /-.  i      i  •  i_  r  t  • 

of  Mr.  FOU-  diate  advice  of  it  to  the  king,  by  an  exprefs,  and  it  was 
cauitcounfwi-thoiijrht,  both  in  France  and  England,  that  the  affair 
S^'-'^^ccomplifhed. 

aretobefeen  But  the  duke  of  Anjou  s  joy  was  not  long-lived. 
lte  hai?M  of  Going  the  next  day  to  fee  the  queen,  fhe  told  him, 
nd  iordJ.  Tnat  ^e  had  pafled  tne  ni§nt  in  extream  uneafmefs 
and  frights,  and  that  three  fuch  nights  would  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  bring  ker  to  the  grave.  She  urged  a  great 
many  reafbns  for  fcruple,  and  JEfo#0f*,a  privy-counfellor, 
added  many  others  to  them.  Some  Englijb  proteftant 
miniflers  inveighed  publickly  againft  the  marriage,  in  all 
likelihood,  by  a  private  order  from  the  queen:  but  what 
was  very  remarkable  in  this  affair,  was,  that  the  news 
of  the  conclufion  of  the  marriage  being  fpread  about 
<Parh,  the  catholick  preachers,  at  the  felicitation  of 
the  leaguers,  made  at  the  fame  time  a  thoufand  inve- 
ftives  upon  the  occafion,  and  declared  in  the  aflcmbl;es, 
That  this  alliance  of  a  prince  of  Fraiice,  with  an  here- 
tical queen,  was  a  moft  certain  fore-runner  of  the  over- 
throw both  of  religion  and  the  kingdom. 

The  duke  of  An]ou  having  no"  farther  hopes,  was 
going  to  take  leave  of  the  queen  of  England,  in  order 
to  return  to  the  Z0-:t'  Countries,  where  Alexander  of 
cparma  had  juft  taken  Ttwrnay  and  S.  Gnif/rin  :  but 
fhe  retained  him  by  new  promifes,  threatning  him,  if 
he  did  go,  to  direct  her  inclinations  another  way.  Thus 
fhe  amurcd  him  for  three  months,  at  the  end  of  which, 
fhe  fuffered  him  to  depart,  upon  condition  of  returning 
uithin  a  month,  afluring  him,  that  /he  would  con- 
flantly  pcrfeverc  in  the  refolution  of  marrying  him, 
He  embarqucd  on  the  firft  of  February ^  and  arrived  at 
Tlejfague,  being  attended  by  the  prince  <& Orange,  the 
prince  of  Epmoy>  and  a  great  number  of  lords  of  the 
ftates,  who  went  to  meet  him,  with  four  men  of  war, 
to  convoy  hi*  in  his  paffage. 

This  prince  departed  from  Flejfaigiie  for  Antwerp^ 
where  they  had  prepared  a  magnificent  reception  for 
him  5  and  on  the  nineteenth  of  February  having 
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all-ended  a  ftage  richly  adorned  without  the  city,  oppo- 
fite  to  the  gate  of  the  citadel,  and  having  taken  the 
ufual  oaths,  he  was  publickly  and  authentically  fluted 
duke  qf&rabjrtt,  by  the  deputies  of  the  provinces,  who 
iwore  fidelity  to  him. 

The  rejoycings  lafted  near  a  month,  and  ended  with 
thofe  that  were  made  for  the  birth-day  of  the  new  duke 
of  Brabant  on  the  eighteenth  of  March  j  but  they  were 
interrupted  by  a  fetal  accident  which  had  like  to  have 
been  the  caufe  of  the  duke's  own  ruin. 

The  king  of  Spain,  after  the  prince  of  Orange's  out- 
rage, in  declaring,  That  he  had  forfeited  his  fbve- 
reignty  over  the  Law-Countries,  kept  no  more  meafures 
with  him  ^  but  fet  a  price  upon  his  nead,  and  promifed 
twenty-five  thoufand  crowns  to  the  perfbn,  or  the  heirs 
of  the  perfon,  that  fhould  deftroy  him.  A  Bifcain, 
named  Joannael  Jauregiti  charged  himfelf  with  the 
aflaffination,  obtain'd  leave  to  fpeak  with  him,  and 
having  prefented  him  a  paper  by  way  of  petition,  while 
the  prince  was  reading  it,  he  fired,  dole  upon  him,  a 
pocket-pi  ftol  charged  with  two  balls,  wnich  went 
through  his  two  cheeks,  and  the  aflaflin  was  imme- 
diately difpatch'd.  The  wound  was  not  mortal,  and 
the  prince  of  Orange  recovered  in  a  fliort  time. 

The  report  went  among  the  populace,  that  the  duke 
of  An'iou  had  been  the  author  of  this  attempt,  to  rid 
himfelf  of  a  man  who  had  too  much  authority  among 
the  Fle?nmings,  and  to  reign  with  more  power.  All 
the  French  were  feized  and  difarmed,  and  the  abbey  of 
St.  Michael,  where  the  duke  of  Anjou  refided,  was 
inverted  by  a  {editions  troop,  who  were  already  prepa- 
ring to  fet  fire  to  it,  when  the  fieur  <ie  St.  Aldfgwde 
arrived  with  a  letter  under  the  prince  of  Orange's  own 
hand,  which  he  read  to  the  people,  declaring,  That 
neither  the  duke,  nor  any  Frenchman  had  any  hand  in 
the  aflaffination  ;  but  that  the  authors  of  it  were  di£ 
covered  by  the  papers  that  were  found  upon  the  cri- 
minal. This  calmd  the  populace,  who  immediately 
difperfed. 

Thefe  violent  methods  ferved  only  to  exafperate  the 
people  more  and  more  ag;ainft  the  king  of  Spain,  and  to 
render  him  ftill  more  odious  ;  and  the  ftates  being  allu- 
red of  frefh  fuccours  preparing,  for  them  in  France,  drew 
together  their  forces,  furprized  Bergus-Sainl-Vinoc,  and 
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jj  -2)  gain'd  fbme  advantages  in  the  field,  over  the  prince  of 
i  /g2.'  '•Par  ni  a.  The  army  that  was  getting  ready  in  France ', 
for  the  aflilrance  of  the  ftates,  gave  this  prince  a  great 
deal  of  uneafinefs  j  but  being  as  good  a  politician  as  he 
was  a  great  fbldier,  he  made  this  very  conjuncture  turn 
to  his  advantage,  and  compaflcd  an  affair  which  was  of 
the  iaft  confequence  to  him. 

The  Walloon  provinces,  that  is  to  fay,  Artoi^  the 
earldom  of  Flanders  and  Haynauh  had,  for  the  mod 
part,  reunited  themfelves  to  him,  feeing  the  progrefs 
that  the  here  ticks  made,  and  the  violences  they  exer- 
cifed  againft  the  catholicks,  by  the  authority  of  the 
prince  of  Orange  :  but  one  of  the  conditions,  which  the 
lords  of  the  provinces  had  exacted  of  Alexander  de 
tparwa-  for  their  re-union  with  him,  was,  that  he 
fhould  not  recall  the  Spanijh  and  Italian  troops  which 
had  been  fent  out  of  the  Low-Countries.  He  repre- 
fented  to  them,  in  fo  preffin^  a  manner,  that  it  would 
be  impofllble  for  him  to  ftand  his  ground  againft  the 
ftates,  and  oppofe  the  French  army,  without  the  rein- 
ftrcement  of  thefe  troop,  and  that  Artoh  and  the 
other  frontier  provinces  of  the  kingdom  of  France, 
were  ravaged  by  the  Frtnch,  that  he  perfuaded  them 
to  confent  at  laft,  that  the  Spanijb  and  Italian  troops 
fhould  be  recalled. 

As  fbon  as  he  had  obtained  their  content,  he  difpatched 
couriers  to  Italy  and  Tranche  Comte  to  haften  the  re- 
turn of  the  troops  ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  he  went  to 
.  lay  fiege  to  Oudenard,  which,  at  that  time,  pafled  for 
one  of  the  ftrongeft  towns  in  the  country,  and  which 
had  been  fortified  on  purpofe  by  the  fleur  de  la  None. 
The  duke  of^njott  being  willing  to  fave  this  place,  one 
while  made  a  diverfion  in  prefenting  himfclf  before 
feveral  towns  as  if  he  was  going  to  lay  fiege  to  them, 
another  while  he  approached  the  camp  of  Alexander  de 
farma,  as  if  he  nad  a  defign  to  attack  it  $  but  he 
did  not  venture  to  make  any  attempt,  and  the  place 
was  taken  after  an  aflault,  in  which  the  befiegers  made 
a  lodgment  upon  the  breach. 

In  "the  mean  time,  the  fupply  from  Trance  arrived, 
moftly  by  fea,  in  the  ports  ot  which  the  {htes  were 
mafters.  The  queen  of  ~F/,)glani  fent  them  troops  alfb, 
and  at  that  time  the  duke  of  rfnjgu  wa*  falured  earl 
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•f 'Flanders  at  GW,  as  he  had  been  duke  of  Brabant  A.  <D. 
at  Antwerp.  15-81. 

There  being  fcarce  any  province,  in  which  the  two 
parties  had  not  fbme  towns  and  troops,  the  war  be- 
came more  brisk  than  ever,  and  they  fought  every 
where  with  different  fuccefs,  'till  the  end  of  the  year 
1582,  when  there  happened  an  affair  of  great  confe- 
auence,  which  extremely  perplexed  the  ftates  and  the 
auke  of  An'jou. 

This  prince  feeing  himfelf  join'd  by  the  French  re- 
cruits, had  thoughts  of  fhaking  off  the  prince  of  Orange's 
yoke,  who,  at  the  bottom,  governed  all,  and  left  him 
no  authority  to  fupport  the  fme  titles  of  duke  of  Bra- 
bant and  earl  of  Flanders.  He  refolved,  in  a  private 
council,  which  he  held  with  feveral  French  officers,  to 
make  himfelf  matter  of  feveral  towns,  to  drive  out  the 
troops  of  the  ftates,  and  to  deprive  the  citizens  of  the 
cuttody  of  them. 

He  fent  an  order  to  the  French  commanders  who 
were  at  ^Dunkirk,  Bruges,  1)enrcnionde,  Vilvorde,  and 
fome  other  places,  with  fome  regiments  of  the  nation, 
to  raife  a  tumult  under-hand,  and,  upon  pretence  of 
fuppreffing  it,  to  draw  up  their  fbldiers,  and  feize  the 
gates  and  other  potts  of  the  city,  at  which  the  fbldiers 
kept  guard.  The  duke  ofjfnjou  referved  to  himfelf 
the  attempt  upon  Ant-ixerp  j  and  the  affair  was  to  have 
been  executed  every  where,  upon  the  fame  day,  viz. 
the  fixteenth  of  January.  The  method  he  pitched 
upon  to  make  himfelf  matter  of  Antwerp ',  was  as  fol- 
lows. He  had  caufed  his  army  to  come  toBourgerhout,  a 
borough  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Antiverp,  and  went 
out  ot  his  Hotel,  attended  with  his  domefticks,  and 
French  and  S-wifi  fbldiers,  which  were  in  Antwerp*  to 
the  number  only  of  four  hundred.  He  marched  to 
A7.Y,/or/-,gate,  with  a  defign,  as  he  faid,  to  go  and 
take  a  review  of  his  troops.  Three  hundred  troopers 
of  the  army  were  potted  upon  the  bridge,  and  along  the 
fofles  of  Antwerp,  to  receive  him  and  ferve  him  for  a 
kind  of  guard  to  the  camp.  As  fbon  as  he  was  without 
the  gate,  he  turned  to  his  men,  and  pointing  to  the  city, 
Courage  my  compmion^  fays  he,  t/:e  city  of  Antwerp  is 
your  MM* 
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l  2).  Upon  this  fignal  his  doftiefticks  put  the  guard  to  the 
1583.  fword,  re-entred  the  city,  feized  upon  the  paflage  and 
s~V^j  the  neighbouring  wall  3  three  hundred  troopers  ranged 
themfelves  in  the  ftreet,  and  the  duke  ofjfajott  rode 
with  all  fpeed  to  the  camp,  td  haften  the  march  of  the 
troops  that  were  coming  forward;  Three  hundred 
other  troopers  march'd  up  with  full  fpeed,  three  thdu- 
iand  foot  commanded  by  Ferrc.ques  followed  them,  and 
made  themfelves  mailers  of  the  <Porfe  de  Cheifer,  the 
^Porte  Rouge,  and  part  of  the  ramparts.  They  turned 
the  cannon  againft  the  city,  and  the  foldiers  being 
pofled  in  feveral  quarters,  cryed  out  every  where,  Go.i 
freferve  the  duke  and  the  mafe. 

The  citizens  being  greatly  furprized,  and  hearing 
thefe  repeated  /houts,  took  it,  at  firft,  for  an  infur- 
reftion,  upon  occafion  of  fbme  quarrels  between  the 
Hugonots  and  Catholicks,  as  it  had  feveral  times  hap- 
pened already  5  but  feeing  them  feize  the  Hotel  des 
Marcloands,  called  the  Exchange,  and  perceiving  the 
foldiers  beginning  to  plunder,  they  made  no  queftiori 
but  the  French  had  deligns  upon  their  liberties  and 
properties. 

The  prince  of  Orange,  Upon  the  noife  of  the  tumult, 
came  out  of  his  palace,  caufed  as  many  gentlemen  as 
he  could  get  together,  and  the  foldiers  "that  he  had 
with  him,  to  take  up  arms,  encouraged  the  citizens! 
by  his  prefence,  and  excited  them  to  defend  themfelves. 
They  run  to  arms  from  all  parts  of  the  dty,  chain'd  the 
ftreets,  flocked  together,  and  ranged  themfelves  iri 
bodies.  The  reft,  both  men  and  women  pelted  all  the 
French  that  appeared  in  the  ftreets,  from  the  windows, 
and  knock'd  them  down  with  ftones. 

The  citizens  defended  themfelves  in  all  parts  of  the 
city  with  fb  much  refblution  and  order,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  furprize,  that  the  French  every  where  found 
themfelves  borne  down  and  over-burthened  with  the 
number,  Fervaqnes  himfelf  was  taken.  The  French, 
having  no  one  left  to  head  them,  were  di {concerted, 
and  ran,  for  the  moft  part,  to  Kiddorp-ZMZ  to  make 
their  efcape  5  but  were  purfued  with  the  fword  in  their 
backs,  being  expofed  to  a  continual  fhower  of  ftones 
from  the  windows.  And,  to  add  to  the  misfortune, 
a  body  of  Swift,  which  the  duke  of  jfnjo't  had  fent, 
in  order  to  feize  the  Torte  de  Cronenloiirgy  having 
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Ihmd  it  fhut,  turn'd  back  to  JftVj/0r/-gate,  wher£ 
meeting  a  multitude  of  people,  that  were  running  outj 
they  took  them  for  citizens,  and  prefented  their  pikes 
to  ftop  them,  which  increaied  the  crowd,  and  the  paf- 
jfage  was  fbon  entirely  ftopp'd  up  by  a  heap  of  dead 
bodies,  partly  killed  jby  the  inhabitants,  and  partly 
imothered  in  the  prefs; 

.  The  fuccours  having  not  been  able  to  enter,  the  citi- 
zens finifhed  the  dettruftion  of  the  reft  of  the  French-, 
and  the  duke  of  Anfou,  who  was  for  a  long  time 
doubtful .  of  the  fuccefs  of  his  enterprize,  becaufe  he 
had  received  no  news  of  his  men^  was  fatisfied  it  had 
mifcarried,  when  he  heard  that  the  cannon  of  the  ram- 
parts, was  fired  upon  the  troops  that  he  had  fent  one 
after  another  :  fb  he  recalled  them,  and  withdrew  to 
the  other  fide  of  the  river  1)ille. 

Upon,  this  occafion  he  loft  two  hundred  and  fifty 
gentlemen, . and  above  nine  hundred  common  fbldiers, 
and  including  thofe  that  were  drowned  in  pafling  the 
%)illey  then  very  much  overflowed  by  the  rains,  the 
number  amounted  to  near  two  th'oufand  men.  There 
were  but  one  hundred  citizens  killed,  befides  thofe  which 
were  wounded,  of  whom  there  were  a  great  number  on 
both  fides-,  and  feveral  dyed  of  their  wounds. 
,  The  matter  was  as  ill  managed,  or  at  leaft  with  as 
little  fuccefs,  at  Oftend,  Bruges  and  Nieuport,  where 
the  inhabitants  defended  themfelves  againft  the  garri- 
Ibns,  and  expelled  them  :  but  the  French  made  them- 
felves  matters  of  tDenremndey  Itixmude,  and  Z)0»- 
kirk. 

This  ill  fuecefs.of  the  dake  of  Anjou,  was  as  much 
to  the  prince  of  ^Parma's  benefit,  as  a  great  victory  5 
who,  with  pleafure,  faw  his  enemies,  that  might.have 
crufhed  him,  if  they  had  afted  in  concert,  fall  out 
among  themfelves,  and  deftroy  each  other.  He  refolved 
to  make  all  the  advantage  he  could  of  this  divifiori. 
He  dealt  under  hand,  and  by  his  emiflaries,  with  fome 
lords  of  the  revolted  provinces,  to  perfuade  them  to  a 
treaty  of  peace  with  the  Whlloons,  and  the  loyal  pro- 
vinces, by  reprefentinji  to  them  how  little  the  French 
fuccours  were  to  be  depended  upon,  who,  under  pretence 
of  protecting  them,  defign'd  to  ufurp  the  country,  and 
tnake  themfelvcs  abfolute  mafters  of  it. 

VOL.  IV,  M  On 


162  The  H'tftory  <?/  F  R  A  N  C  £ 

A.  2)-  On  the  other  hand,  he  knew  that  the  duke  of  Anjotti 
being  greatly  perplexed  in  a  country,  from  whence  he 
could  not  make  ms  efcape,  if  the  ttatcs  on  one  hand, 
and  the  Spaniards  on  the  other,  fhould  undertake  to 
block  up  all  the  pafTages,  would  not  be  averfe  to  an  ac- 
commodation upon  any  terms  whatsoever.  Upon  this 
he  founded  him,  and  the  matter  was  upon  the  point  of 
being  concluded  between  them,  upon  condition  that  the 
duke  fhould  furrender  Vilvorde  and  %)enrer/2onde  to  the 
Spaniards  5  and  that  the  prince  of  'Parma  fhould  fiir- 
nifh  him  with  a  fum  of  money  to  pay  the  French  gar- 
rifbns  :  But  the  prince  of  Orange,  who  had  notice  of 
this  negotiation  from  the  duke  of  An\ou  himfelf,  and 
was  fenhble  of  the  importance  of  it,  put  a  flop  to  the 
defign. 

In  an  affembly  of  the  principal  heads  of  the  flares 
held  at  Antwerp,  he  convinced  them,  that  in  the  pre- 
fent  fituation  of  affairs  they  were  not  to  be  influenced 
by  refentment,  but  by  a  prudential  regard  to  the  pub- 
lick  good  5  that  the  beft  way  was  to  regain  this  prince, 
of  whom  they  flood  in  need,  and  not  to  force  him,  by 
too  much  rigour,  to  treat  with  the  Spaniards.  During 
thefe  tranfa6tions,  the  fieur  de  Bellievre  arrived  at 
Antwerp,  being  fent  on  purpofe  from  the  court  of 
France,  to  procure  a  reconciliation  between  the  fttates 
and  the  duke.  The  prince  of  Orange,  a  man  fruitful 
in  contrivance,  if  ever  any  man  was  fo,  fpread  abroad 
a  report,  that  the  duke  of  Anjou  not  only  treated  about 
an  accommodation  with  the  prince  of  Tarma^  but  alfb 
upon  a  marriage  with  a  daughter  of  the  king  ofSfain. 

There  was  not  one  perfon  in  the  fktes,  that  was  not 
efpecially  fbllicitous  about  the  confluences  of  the  mar- 
riage, or  did  not  perceive,  that  the  principal  condition 
wou'd  be  the  union  ot  the  French  forces  with  thofe  of 
Spain,  in  order  to  crufh.  the  confederate  provinces. 

Upon  this,  a  negotiation  was  begun  with  the  duke, 
who  confented  to  reftore  Vilvorde  to  the  ftates,  upon 
condition  of  their  furnifhing  him  with  provifions,  of 
which  he  had  great  need  ;  releafing  the  prifbners  that 
were  taken  in  the  fight  at  Ant-ixerp^  and  leaving  him  a 
free  paflagc  to  carry  his  troops  to  ^Dunkirk.  This  trea- 
ry  was  fpeedily  and  faithfully  executed  on  both  fides. 

The  prince  of  ^Parma,  whom  the  duke  of  Anjou 
had  all  tuis  while  amufsd,  defpainng  of  any  fucccfs  in 
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negotiating  either  with  the  duke  or  the  rebellious  lords,  Jj.  fZX 
whom  the  lords  of  Rottlais  and  Mvntlgny  had  in  vain  1583, 
endeavoured  to  move,  took  the  field  to  make  his  advan- 
tage  of  the  enemy's  confufion,  before  a  good  underftand- 
ing  was  entirely  fettled  between  them  again. 

He  ordered  la,  Motte^  governor  of  Graveling!  Mmi» 
tlgny\  and  Montr  agon  >  to  block  up  'Dunkirk*  and.  march- 
ed into  'Brabant  with  his  army,  where  he  feized  fome 
fmall  towns  ;  and  being  informed  that  the  marefchal  de 
Si ron  was  raifing  a  force  at  Ste&n&erg,  a  very  rtrong 
town  on  the  other  fide  of  Sergopjom,  he  turn'd  his 
arms  thither.  Upon  this  a  very  bloody  fight  enfued,  the 
advantage  of  which  each  fide  afcribed  to  themfelves  - 
but  fbon  after,  the  marefchal  de  'Biron  embarqued  with 
his  troops  in  fome  veflels  that  he  had  fent  for  to 
Steemiergt  and  returned  to  France. 

After  this  retreat,  the  prince  of  ^Parma  marched  his 
troops  to  Dunkirk,  from  whence  the  duke  of  An'wu 
was  departed,  and  had  withdrawn  to  Prance,  to  wait 
the  fuccefs  of  the  fieur  de  MirebeaiCs  negotiation,  who, 
after  Seine-Tire's  return,  had  been  fent  by  the  king  to 
the  flates,  to  offer  them  his  mediation  between  them 
and  the  duke.  The  fieur  Chamois  had  been  left  at 
^Dunkirk  with  a  garrifbn  of  500  men  ;  but  feeing  him- 
felf  befieged  both  by  fea  and  land,  and  wanting  a  fiiffi- 
cient  number  of  men  to  contain  the  citizens,  he  made 
little  refinance,  and  furrender'd  by  compofition. 

It  was  a  queftion,  whether  the  duke  ofjfttjou  was 
gone  to  France ,  with  a  defign  to  return  to  the  Low 
Countries,  in  cafe  Mirebeatfs  negotiation  fucceeded  5  or 
whether,  being  difcouraged  by  fo  much  ill  fuccefs,  he 
was  refolved  wholly  to  give  over  his  enterprize  5  but  _  . 

t       !./•/«        -i        i-ii  i*  r        r-'ij      ,-t«n$IeTclra. 

the  difeafe  with  which  he  was  foon  after  feized,  and  otmentcju  DUG 
which  he  died  at  Cbateaii-'fhierty  on  the  ioth  of 
the  year  following,  was  an  incident  that  delivered  t 
prince  <£eParma  from  all  follicitude  upon  that  account. 
After  having  languifhed  fome  time,  he  died  of  a 
vomiting  of  blood.     The  report,  as  ufua],  was  that  he 
had  been  poifoned  ;  but  in  all  likelihood  the  poifbn 
that  killed  him,   was  no  other  than  the  chagrin  and 
excefs  of  debauch,  to  which  he  had  always  eagerly 
abandoned   himfelf.     Notwithftanding   the  great  cha- 
racter which  his  fifter  queen  Margaret  gives  us  of  him 
in  her  memoirs,  he  had  fcarce  any  other  good  qualities 
M  2  than 
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A.  2).    than  thofe  of  valour,  affability,  and  attachment  to  the 
1589-    catholick  religion,  always  influenced  by  men  of  reftlefs 

v/'V^  difpofitions,  to  whofe  perfuafions  he  was  a  Have,  and 
blindly  following  the  guidance  of  his  ambition,  which 
carry 'd  him  to  the  moft  hardy,  and  fometimes  to  the 
moft  unjuft  enterprizes,  without  either  cunning,  or  pru- 
dence, or  conftancy  to  fupport  them:  but  that  which 
in  fome  meafure  feemed  to  excufe  his  conduct,  was  his 
being  concern'd  with  a  court  and  prince,  who-  Were  the 
occafion  of  moft  of  the  miftakes  he  committed  thro'  the 

*  ill  treatment  he  received  there. 

Matthieu.1.7.  At  his  death  he  exprefs'd  a  great  regret  for  the  enter- 
prize  of  Antwerp,  and  for  having  fo  often  provoked 
the  king  his  brother.  He  made  over  to  him  his  right 
in  Cambray,  where  he  had  a  French  garrifbn.  France 
concerned  itfelf  but  little  afterwards  with  the  affairs  of 
the  Low -Countries ;  and  the  offer  which  the  ftates  made 
fome  months  after  to  the  king,  of  fubmitting  them/elves 
to  him,  without  any  other  condition  than  that  of  liberty 
of  conscience,  was  not  accepted,  by  reafbn  of  the  diffi- 
culties he  was  then  under. 

At  the  iame  time  that  France  fupported  the  Zra'- 
Country  rebels  againft  the  king  of  Spam,  /he  aflifted 
don  Antonio,  baftard  of  Portugal,  againft  the  fame 
prince.  Catherine  of  Aiedicis,  the  queen  mother,  had  fuch 
authority  in  council,  that  /he  caufed  a  fleet  to  be  fitted 
out  for  the  Azores,  where  Tercera,  which  was  the  chief 
of  tho/e  ifles,  held  out  for  him.  No  expedition  cou'd 
have  been  attended  with  worfe  fuccefs  than  that  was : 
the  French  fleet  was  beat  by  the  marque/s  /&  S.  Cnix9 
who  commanded  that  of  Spain.  Colonel  Strozzi,  ge- 
neral of  the  French  army,  periflied  upon  that  occafion 
with  2000  men.  Don  Antonio  being  driven  from  Ter- 
cera  by  the  marquefs  de  S.  Croix,  fled  to  France,  and 
continued  there  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  hap- 
pened in  1595.  By  his  retreat  'Philip  II.  poflefled  all 
the  kingdoms  of  Spain  in  peace,  which  had  never  till 
then  been  united  under  one  monarch,  from  the  time 
that  this  country  was  wrefted  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
.Romans ;  the  pofleflions  al/b  of  the  'Portuguese  in  the 
.  Indies  underwent,  in  like  manner,  the  yoke  of  Spain. 

The  death  of  the  duke  of  Anjou  wou'd  have  been 
looked  upon  with  more  indifference  at  court  and  in  the 
.kingdom,  notwithftanding  his  being  prefumptive  heir 

of 
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of  the  crown,  if  it  had  not  raifed  fuch  a  prince  to  that  A.  2>. 
rank,as  he  who  was  to  fucceed  in  cafe  ofhis  dying  without  1 58  3« 
iffue.  This  was  Henry  king  of  Navarre,  who  was  un-  \^% 
happily  engaged  in  the  Calviniftical  religion.  This 
conjuncture  gave  the  league  an  opportunity,  and  a  plau- 
fible  pretence  for  breaking  out ;  and  fupplied  the  heads, 
who  till  then  had  fomented  it  only  in  private,  with 
means  to  procure  an  open  execution  of  it,  and  to  begin 
to  enjoy  the  fruit  of  their  intrigues,  to  the  ruin  of  the 
whole  kingdom. 

The  entcrprize  of  the  league  may  be  looked  upon  as 
one  of  thofe  extraordinary  ftrokes  of  providence,  who 
knows  how  to  draw  the  greateft  good  out  of  the  greateft 
evil,  and  to  make  even  a  crime  ferviceable  to  promote 
the  ends  he  propofes. 

According  to  the  natural  courfe  of  affairs,  there  was 
no  doubt,  but  if  the  king  of  Navarre  fucceeded  with- 
out oppofition  to  the  crown  of  France,  herefy  wou'd 
have  become  the  eftablifhed  religion  ;  and  in  time  the 
catholick  religion  wou'd  have  been  infenfibly  abolifh'd. 
A  multitude  of  extraordinary  incidents  brought  about 
matters  in  a  quite  different  manner  from  what  human 
prudence  cou'a  have  forefeen.  The  heretical  prince 
conquered  his  enemies,  and  truth  triumphed  over  him. 
The  victory  declared  for  his  rights,  and  the  juftice  of 
his  caufe :  herefy  and  injuftice,  which  were  the  diffe- 
rent badges  of  the  different  parties,  both  yielded,  and! 
France,  by  crowning  her  lawful  king,  preferved  the 
true  religion. 

The  'fame  motive,  and  the  fame  pretence,  that  had 
ferved  to  form  the  league  in  1576,  put  it  in  motion  in 
1584.  And  this  motive  and  pretence  were,  the  prefer-  A.D.\ 
ration  of  the  catholick  religion  in  the  kingdom,  againft 
the  efforts  of  herefy,  which  threatned  it  with  impend- 
ing ruin. 

During  the  duke  of  Jkjdtfa  illnefs,    the  principal  Matrhleu.i.». 
rerfons  concerned  in  the  league  held  two  private  aflem-  * 
blies,  the  one  near  Nancy,  and  the  other  at  Joinville. 
The  duke  of  Guife  at  the  firft  meeting,  exaggerated  the 
difordcrs  of  the  government,  the  inapplication  of  the 
prince,  wrapp'd  up  in  his  favourites,  the  companions  of 
his  debauches,   and   the  mifery  of  the  people  loaded 
with  taxes,  which  turned  to  the  advantage  of  fbme 
private  perfons,  and  were  of  no  fervicc  to  the  ftate  ; 
M  3  and, 
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./#,  2).   and,  in  a  word,  the  danger  to  which  religion  was  ex- 
1584-    pofcd,  if  tn-e  ki«g  died  witnout  iflue,  and  without  any 
-V>-/  other  heir  than  the  king  of  Navarre. 

At  the  other  meeting,  the  fieur  de  I'aJJis  affifted  in 
•the  name  of  the  king  ot  Spain ;  and  it  was  refblved, 
among  other  things,  that  in  c*ie  of  the  king's  death, 
(for  they  gave  the  duke  of  An]ou  over)  the  cardinal  de 
^Bourbon  ihou'd  be  acknowledged  king  of  France  3  that 
in  the  mean  time  all  thofe  that  had  figned  the  league  in 
all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  iliou'd  be  ready  to  take  up 
arms  $  and  that  thole  who  by  their  condition  were 
prohibited  from  ferving  religion  this  way,  as  the  eccle- 
iiafticks  were,  fhould  prepare  to  contribute  to  it  by 
fuch  fervices  as  were  agreeable  to  their  flation.  Thus 
far  they  had  gone,  when  the  news  arrived  of  the  duke' 
of  Jlnjou's  death.  The  alarm  was  every  where  given 
to  the  catholicks,  touching  the  danger  they  were  in  of 
feeing  an  heretical  prince  upon  the  throne  of  France  5 
and  this  danger,  exaggerated  by  the  emiffaries  which 
the  heads  of  the  league  kept  in  all  the  provinces,  im- 
mediately ftirred  up  the  minds  of  the  people. 

In  all  the  aflemb'lies,  they  reafoned  with  extreme  li- 
cence upon  the  present  and  future  government.  The 
preachers  in  the  chairs,  the  curates  in  their  difcourfes, 
and  the  profcflbrs  in  their  fchools,  broke  out  in  inve- 
Stives  againfl  the  court :  The  more  moderate  of  them, 
alarmed  the  people  upon  the  danger  to  which  religion 
wou'd  be  expofed,  it,  after  the  death  of  the  king,  the 
law  of  the  kingdom  /hou'd  take  place,  with  regard  to 
the  king  of  Navarre's  fucceffion  to  the  crown  5  and  they 
prefled  their  hearers  the  more  vehemently  upon  this 
point,  bccaufe  the  misfortunes,  with  which  France 
and  religion  were  thrcatned  in  this  cafe,  feemed  really 
unavoidable. 

Thefe  preludes  of  revolt  began  to  fhcw  themfelves 

jpurral  de    even  in  tte  very  capital.     The  weak  attempts  which 

Henry  *"•    the  king  made  to  fupprefi  them,  ferved  only  to  render 

him  more  and  more  contemptible,  and  to  let  the  fedi- 

tious  fee  they  were  feared  :  But  the  heads  of  the  leaguers 

perceiving  that  thefe  popular  clamours  would  be  to  no 

great  purpofe,  unlefs  they  were  fupported  from  elfe- 

whcre,  made  application,  not  only  to  the  king  ofSpain^ 

of  whom  they  were  already  well  aflured,  but  alfb  to 

fame  and  pope  Gregory  the  Xlllth,  whofe  authority 

woulj 
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be  of  great  moment,  in  cafe  he  declared  for  the  A.  CD. 
league.  4585. 

The  cardinal  de  'Pelleve,  entirely  devoted  to  the  \*r\~*j 
houfe  of  Lorraine^  to  which  he  owed  his  greatnefs, 
and  which  was  always  the  moft  refolute  of  the  leaguers, 
u  as  their  principal  agent  at  Rome  $  and  was  feconded  Lettredu  p. 
by  fbme  others  of  the  faction,  who  had  repaired  to  Matthieu  »« 
that  court,  and  fpared  nothing  to  gain  the  intereft  of  ve«  dt^i" 
the  cardinals,  Fevrier.i<8y 

The  pope  was  at  that  time  altogether  difpofed  to  de- 
clare the  king  of  Navarre-,  and  all  the  other  princes  of 
the  blood,  that  profefled  hercfy,  incapable  ot  fucceed- 
ing  to  the  crown,  by  a  bull  $  but  he  was  prevented  by 
ibme  cardinals,  who  advifed  him  to  do  npthing  rafhly. 
At  length  he  declared  by  word  of  mouth,  but  without 
giving  any  anfwer  in  writing,  that  the  catholick  princes 
might  take  up  arms  for  the  defence  of  the  catholick 
religion  in  France  5  that  the  war  againft  the  hugonots 
was  juft  and  lawful  $  and  that  it  was  not  only  allowable 
to  wage  war  with  them,  but  alfb  with  all  thofe  that  L.eta<e  du 
favoured  or  affifted  them,  even  tho'  they  bore  the  royal^^T^^. 
cbaraffer.      He  granted  a  jubilee    alfb   for  all    the  Never*  d"u 
leaguers  $  but  this,  in  like  manner,  by  word  of  mouth  3°<leMar. 
only.  .    IJ85« 

The  duke  of  Gitife  feeing  himfelf  fb  well  fupported 
at  Rome,  and  being  fecure  of  the  Spaniards,  whom  he 
found  but  too  eager  and  forward  to  encourage  him  in 
the  revolt,  began  to  declare  himfelf  openly  in  March-, 
and  to  draw  his  troops  together  :  But  before  he  made 
any  attempt,  the  cardinal  de  Bourbon  publi  fried  a  de- 
claration, containing  the  motives  that  induced  the 
princes  and  lords  of  the  league  to  take  up  arms. 

This  cardinal,  brother  of  the  late  Anthony  de  'Donr- 
&0;/,  and  of  the  \&\K.  Le-ivh  prince  of  Con.de,  was  a  'very 
«ood  prince,  exceeding  zealous  for  religion,  and  always 
a  great  enemy  to  the  hugonots,  whom  he  had  never 
fpared,  either  in  the  king's  council,  or  in  his  archbi- 
/noprick  of  Roan  j  cafily  governed  by  thofe  who  had 
pot  tho  afcendant  over  his  mind  ;  and  upon  thefe  ac- 
counts very  fit  to  fecond  the  duke  of  Gitife's  ambition. 

This  duke  had  bclides  laid  a  bait  for  him,  by  telling  Lettrcjdu  ^ 

him,  that  his  nephew  the  king  of  Navarre  being  cx~  versa ucfr  ' 

eluded  from  the  crown  upon  the  account  of  his  hcrefy,  dinaldeBour- 

thc  thronQ  devolved  upon  himj  and  alfo,  that  being  bonumddte 

M  4  one 
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Jl.  2),   one  degree  nearer  to  the  kino,  than  the  king  of  Navarre, 
1585-!   though  of  a  younger  branch,  this  title  was  a  fufficierif 
ballancc  to  the  right  of  that  prince. 

The  declaration  that  was  publifhed  by  the  cardinal 
dcfiourbott,  was  dated  from  'Peronne,  March  i,  1585. 
He  was  the  perfon  that  fpoke  in  it,  intituled  himfelf 
firft  ^rince  of  the  blood,  tho'  that  quality  belonged  to 
ticking  of  Navarre  $  and  infinuated,that  the  fucceffion 
to  the  crown  devolved  upon  him.  He  gave  the  dukes 
of  Lorraine  and  Guife  the  titles  of  lieutenants-general 
6f  the  league,  and  named  among  the  aflbciates,  not  only 
the  princes  of  the  houfe  of  Lorraine,  but  alfb  the  car- 
dinal de  Vendome^  and  the  dukes 'of  Nemours  and  Ne- 
vers :  And,  what  was  more  amazing,  but  at  the  fame 
time  /hews  how  far  the  leaguers  had  propagated  their 
Intrigues,  and  extended '  their  defign,  when  they  ap- 
peared to  be  afleep  $  at  the  head  of  the  declaration,  when 
it  was  difperfed  about  the  kingdom,  was  placed  a  lift 
of  thofe  that  had  entred  into  the  afibciation  5  in  which 
lift,  befides  thofe  aboVe-mentioned,  'were  the  pope,  the 
emperor,  the  princes  of  the  houfe  of  Auflria  in  Ger- 
many, the  king 'of  Spain, -the  archbifhops  of  Cohgne 
and  Mayence,  the  dukes  of  Savoy,  Ferrara,  Cleves  and 
tParma,  the  grand  mafler  pf  Malta,  the  feignory  of 
Venice,  the  republic's  of  Genoa,  and  Lucca,  the  duke 
of  florence,  and  the  prince  of  Scotland,  whofe  em- 
baflador  at  the  court  of  France  lent  his  cyphers  to  the 
leaguers,  for  the  correfpondences  which  they  had  at 
Rome.  •..:.'. 

This  lift  was  enough  to  impofe  upon  the  people,  and 
terrify  the  king  :  For  it  was  hot  probable,  that  the 
league  wou'd  have  dared  to  make  ufe  of  fo  many  and 
to  great  names,  if  all  thofe  powers  with  which  they 
ftrengthned  their  authority,  had  not  confented  to  it. 
The  ffrft  and  principal  motive  exprefled  in  the  declara- 
tion, was,  That  the  King  having  no  children,  they  were 
in  danger  pf  having  an  heretical  and  apoftate  prince 
for  king  of  France,  notwithstanding  the  oath  of  our 
lings  at  their  coronation 'obliges  them,  above  all  things, 
to  maintain  the  catholick,  apbftolick  and  Roman  reli* 
gion  in  the  kingdom  :  To  this  they  added  every  thing 
that  might  contribute  to  render  the  king  odious,  ana 
fo  mal^e  him  fufpefted  upon  the  article  of  catholicifm.  i 
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"  For  thefe  weighty  reafons,  continues  the  cardinal,  &  2). 
J*  we>>  Cbarle s  of  Bourbon ,  firft  prince  of  the  blood,  1585". 
"  aflifted  by  the  princes,  cardinals,  peers,  prelates, 
'*  officers  of  the  crown,  governors  of  the  provinces, 
*'  lords,  gentlemen,  captains,  cities,  and  others,  con- 
"  fitting  of  the  foundeft  and  beft  part  of  the  kingdom, 
"  ....  declare,  that  we  have  fworn  ....  to  keep  up  a 
"  ftanding  aid  and  army,  till  fuch  time  as  the  church 
"  /hall  be  reftored  to  its  dignity,  in  the  profeflion  of 
"  the  true  and  only  catholick  religion,  the  nobility  en- 
*'  joy  their  honours  and  privileges,  the  people  be'relieved, 
"  the  new  taxes,  introduced  fince  the  reign  of  Charles 
"  IX.  be  taken  off,  the  parliaments  maintained  in 
"  their  prerogatives,  and  the  eftates,  whenever  they 
"  /hall  be  aflembled,  in  their  authority,  &c." 

Such  a  declaration,  with  circumftances  /b  extraordi* 
nary  as  thefe,  being  every  where  di/per/ed,  made  a  ftrange; 
impreflion  upon  the  minds  of  moft  of  the  catholicks  of 
all  conditions  ;  and  among  others,  feveral  lords  and  gen- 
tlemen quitted  the  court,  to  repair  to  the  heads  of  the 
league. 

•  While  this  tempeft  was  gathering,  the  king  of  Na- 
varre, who  /aw  plainly  that  it  wou'd  not  be  long  be- 
fore it  fell  upon  his  head,  was  contriving  to  allay  the 
ftorm }  but  greatly  perplexed  what  way  to  take.  He 
was  not  for  beginning  a  civil  war,  fore/oeing,  that  if 
he  took  up  arms,  he  wou'd  lay  the  kin£  under  a  ne- 
ceflity  of  making  u/e  of  the  forces  of  the  league  to 
purfue  him  as  a  rebel.  The  king  was  no  le/s  embar- 
rais'd  himfelf,  /being  his  authority  trampled  under  foot 
without  any  regard  or  con/Ideration  :  For,  fome  months 
before  the  cardinal's  paper  appeared,  he  had  him/elf 
publifhed  a  declaration,  in  which  he  prohibited  all 
manner 'of  affiliations  in  his  kingdom  upon  pain  of 
high  trea/bn  ;  which  it  was  impoflible  to  infringe  moro 
openly  and  audacioufly,  than  the  leaguers  did  in  the  in- 
ftance  before  usf 

He  follicited  the  king  of  Navarre  to  come  to  him, 
and  comply  with  his  defire,  viz.  to  change  his  religion, 
telling  him,  that  there  was  no  other  way  to  caufe  the 
ill  dehgns  of  the  league  to  mi/carry,  and  to  ruin  their 
common  enemies  5  but  this  prince  excufed  himfelf  from 
coming  to  court,  not  thinking  his  per/on  /afe  there.,  j 
gad  declared,  that  he  was  by  no  means  obftinate  in  re- 
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gard  to  religion  5  that  as  fbon  as  ever  his  own  fhould1 
ibe  proved  falfe,  he  would  leave  it  5  but  that  til^thenjf 
he  preferred  his  conference  above  every  thing.  How^ 
ever,  tho'  he  was  rcfolved  not  to  begin  the  war,  he  took' 
all  the  precautions  that  prudence  fuggefted  to  him,  and. 
fent  to  ^Denmark,  to  the  proteftant  princes  of  Germany ', 
and  to  the  queen  of  England,  to  implore  their  protefti-' 
on  and  aflmance  againfl  the  attempts  of  the  leaguers, 
who  were  not  long  before  they  entered  upon  aclion. 

Befides  the  principal  towns,  in  the  governments  of 
the  heads  of  the  league,  of  which  they  were  fecure, 
the  duke  of  Guife  furprized  Verdun  even  upon  Eafter- 
%>ay.  He  made  himfelf  mafter  alfo  of  Mezieres  ;  and 
the  fieur  de  Mavdelot,  governor  of  Lyons,  caufed  that 
city  to  declare  for  the  league,  and  feizcd  the  citadel  by 
ftratagem.  The  leaguers  mifs'd  ofjfrtes  znAMarfeilles  : 
Sourdeanx  had  been  faved  a  little  before  by  the  refblu- 
tion  and  prudence  of  the  marefchal  de  Matignon,  who 
caufed  Vaillac,  governor  of  Chateau  ^rompette,  who 
would  have  introduced  the  forces  of  the  league  by  this 
caftle  into  the  city,  to  be  feized. 

It  is  agreed  on  all  hands,  that  the  king  never  fhewed 
more  weaknefs  than  at  the  prefent  conjuncture  :  For  it 
is  certain,  that  the  duke  ofGttife  had  but  four  thoufand 
foot,  and  one  thoufand  horfe,  when  he  began  the  hofti- 
lities  j  that  the  king,  with  a  little  expedition  and  refo- 
lotion,  would  eafily  have  crufhed  him  at  that  time  ; 
and  fb  true  is  this,  that  £eauvais-J3a)?gisy  finding  the 
duke  of  Guije  at  Chalons  with  fo  fmall  a  force,  and 
asking  him  what  he  defigned  to  do,  if  the  king  fhould 
come  to  attack  him  ?  I  defign,  fays  he,  to  retire  with 
all  fpeed  into  Germany,  and  there  wait  for  a  more  fa- 
vourable opportunity. 

Inftead  of  afting  with  that  vigour  that  was  required, 
the  king  amufed  himfelf  with  puhlifliing  a  new  decla- 
ration 5  in  which,  not  daring  to  name  thofe  that  had 
given  occafion  for  it,  he  made  a  weak  apology  for  his 
conduct,  like  a  man  under  fearful  apprenenfions,  and 
promifed  his  favour  to  thofe  that  fhould  renounce  all 
leagues  and  aflbciations. 

Befides  h:s  own  indolence,  and  the  fbft  life  to 
which  he  had  abandoned  himfelf,  the  queen  mothec 
and  fome  others  of  his  council,  either  fearful  in  their 

natures, 
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latures,  or  fecret  partifans  of  the  league,  infpired  him   JJ. 
with  this  conducl. 

The  queen  mother  reprefented  the  league  to  him  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  terrified  him  :  She  talked  fb  vehe- 
mently upon  the  matter,  and  painted  the  war  that  was 
breaking  out,  in  fuch  dreadful  colours,  that  he  himfelf 
conjurecl  her  to  make  ufe  of  all  her  prudence  to  prevent 
&  many  misfortunes  5  and  left  the  whole  management 
pf  the  affair  to  her. 

As  foon  as  fhe  faw  herfelf  miftrefs  of  it,  fhe  wrote 
to  the  duke  of  Gift fe  to  propofe  an  interview  5  at  which 
he  was  furprized,  and  refolved  to  make  an  advantage 
pf  the  terror  into  which  he  had  thrown  the  court. 

Accordingly,  after  fcveral  conferences,  in  which  the  LettreduDoc 
duke  made  "the  moft  amazing  propofals,  and  fuch  as  peuGduifeai1 
were  the  moft  capable  of  difcouraging  her,   fhe  de-v^ju^*" 
manded  only  the  liberty  of  deliberating  upon  it  with  d'Avrfl. 
the  king  ;  which  having  been  granted  her,  they  were  £e"r5  <ju 
almoft  all  of  them  agreed  to,  and  the  treaty  of  peace  Bourbon  ^ 
was  concluded  on  the  yth  of  July  at  'Nemours.  Madame  de 

It  was  agreed,  that  there  fhou Id  hereafter  be  but  one 
only  religion  in  France ;  that  the  hugonot  miniftcrs 
fhould  depart  the  kingdom  within  a  month,  and  all 
others  tha't  would  not  return  to  the  catholick  religion, 
within  fix  months  j  that  all  hereticks,  for  no  other  rea- 
fon  but  becaufe  they  were  hereticks,  /hould  be  incapa- 
ble of  any  place,  dignity,  or  benefice  5  that  the  Cham- 
Ires  my-parteS)  called  the  chambers  of  the  edicl,  fhould 
be  fupprefled  $  that  the  king  /hould  eftablifh  this 
treaty  by  an  irrevocable  edift ;  and  that  himfelf,  his 
council,  and  all  the  bodies  of  the  kingdom,  /hould 
confirm  it  with  their  oaths  ;  that  it  /hould  be  regiftred 
in  parliament,  and  executed  without  delay  5  that  the 
hugonots  /hould  be  deprived  of  the  cities  that  had  been 
yielded  up  to  them  :  that  the  cardinal  of  Bourbon 
fhould  have  Soijjbns  for  a  city  of  fecurity  5  the  duke  de 
Mercawr,  Tlinan,  and  le  Couquet  in  'Bretagne  -7  the 
duke  of  Guife,  Verdun,  Tout,  S.  2)ijier  and  Chalws  ; 
the  duke  de  Mayenne  the  caftle  of  fDijon,  and  the  city 
and  caftle  vfBeaiive ;  the  duke  .4'  Atonale,  S.  Effritae 
Rtcr  in  Tic?.rdy\  that  the  government  of  the  Sour- 
bomiois,  vacant  by  fhe  death  of  the  flour  de  Rr/ffec9 
ld  be  conferred  upon  the  duke  //' '  Elba? it/ ';  that 
cardinal  of  Soiirkon  /hould  have  feventy  guard  of 

horfe, 
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j3.  1).  horfe,  and  thirty  harquebufiers,  for  the  Security  of  his 
perfbn  j  the  cardinal  of  Gitife  thirty  harquebufiers  • 
and  the  dukes  of  Mercosur,  Gtiife  and  Mayenne  thirty 
guard  of  horfe  3  that  every  thing  that  had  been  a&ed 
and  undertaken  by  the  catholick  league,  fhould  be  al- 
lowed and  approved  by  the  king,  as  done  for  his  fer- 
vice,  and  that  of  the  ftate  5  to  the  intent  that  no  per- 
fon,  who  had  been  concerned  therein,  fhould  be  mo- 
lefted  upon  that  account. 

To  this  it  was  added,  that  the  citadel  of  Lyons  fhould 
be  razed  5  that  the  king  fhould  furnifh  the  league  with 
the  fum  of  two  hundred  thoufand  and  fix  crowns,  two 
thirds  of  which  fhould  be  imployed  in  paying  the  fo- 
reign troops  that  they  had  raifed  3  and  that  he  fhould 
give  another  hundred  thoufand  crowns  to  build  a  cita- 
del at  Verdun^  befides  the  maintenance  of  the  guards 
which  he  granted  the  princes  of  the  league. 

Such  was  the  famous  edi6l  of  Nemotirs,  which  we 
may  calf  the  triumph  of  the  rebels,  and  the  ruin  of  th(? 
royal  authority.  But  while  the  heads  of  the  league 
fucceeded  univerfally  in  Francs,  they  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  hear,  that  the  face  of  their  affairs  was  entirely 
changed  at  Rome,  and  that  they  were  in  danger  oflofing 
the  afllflance  of  that  court,  which  was  of  fb  great  im- 
portance to  them. 

$xttt$\.  had  juft  fucceeded  Gregory  XIII.  who  is 
reprefented  in  hittory  as  a  man  of  the  greateft  abilities 
that  had  been  raifed  to  S.  'Peter's  chair  3  and  of  a  cha- 
rafter  that  would  not  fufFer  himfelf  to  be  impofed 
upon  by  appearances. 

tettredu          Accordingly,  as  fbpn  as  he  was  elected  pope,  he 
•MrqoiiPi-   made  no  fcruple  to  declare  his  opinion  of  the  league  ; 

feni  duidr-i         '  r  •  i  £  •  1L-- 

Aout.  ijss.  P°^e  °^  Jt  as  a  dangerous  confpiracy  5  and  being  m- 
l.ettreduDuc formed  that  fbme  monks  had  dilcourled  injurioufly  of 
^e  k'mg  upon  this  occafion,  he  fent  them  to  the  galleys, 
This  conducl  of  the  pope  intirely  changed  the  kuguage 
at  Rome  upon  this  article:  The  league  was  no  longer 
called  the  holy  league  there  5  but  an  unjuft  faction,  and 
a  party  of  rebels.  The  marquis  de  *Pifcim^  embafla- 
dor  from  the  king  to  this  court,  got  the  better  of  the 
cardinal  de  Velleve^  and  of  the  other  agents  of  the 
league  5  and  in  a  few  days  ruined  the  cabals  which  had 
coft  them  much  time  to  form. 

But 
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But  the  pope  did  not  explain  himfelf  more  openly 
upon  this  article  to  any  perfbn  than  to  the  duke  of 
Nevers  $  who,  notwithftanding  the  oppofition  of  the 
other  heads  of  the  league,  undertook  a  journey  to 
Rome,  to  confult  the  pope  in  perfon,  and  quiet  his 
confcience.  The  pope,  with  an  amazing  length  of  pe- 
netration, laid  before  him  the  defigns  and  confluences 
of  this  fa&ion,  even  to  religion  itfelf  5  and  convinced 
him  fo  throughly  of  it,  that,  upon  his  return,  he  came 
and  threw  himfelf  at  the  king's  feet,  and  asked  his 
pardon,  for  having  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  feduced  by 
the  rebels.  The  king,  who  was  acquainted  with  his 
wifdom,  abilities,  and  experience  in  war,  received  him 
with  all  the  goodnefs  imaginable,  and  gave  him  the 
government  of  *Picardy> 

But  the  pope,  in  difapproving  the  league,  did  not 
defign  to  reftrain  himfelf  from  taking  all  the  meafures 
which  he  judged  proper  to  prevent  the  eftablifhment  of 
herefy  in  France  $  and  efpecially  to  provide  againft  its 
becoming  the  regnant  religion,  by  the  elevation  of  an 
heretical  prince  to  the  throne :  Upon  this  Account,  he 
fbon  after  publifhed  a  bull  *  againft  the  king  of  Na-  'Datce  du  10 
varre  and  the  prince  of  Conde,  figned  by  twenty-five  deSep 
cardinals  ;    by  which  he  excommunicated  thefe   two 1J8;- 
princes,  deprived  both  them  and  their  heirs  of  all  their 
eftates,  and  particularly  of  the  right  of  fucceffion  to 
the  crown  of  Frame  5  and  abfolved  all  their  vafTals  and 
fubjecls  from  their  oath  of  allegiance. 

This  bull  comforted  the  agents  for  the  league  at 
Rome,  after  the  difagreeable  reception  they  had  met 
with  from  the  pope,  who  always  fpoke  contemptibly, 
and  with  indignation  of  the  league  5  but  at  the  bottom 
he  performed^  but  too  great  a  fervice  for  them  by  this 
ientence,  which  he  pronounced  againft  the  king  of 
Navarre :  For  the  exclufion  of  this  prince  from  the 
crown  of  France,  was  one  of  the  principal  ends  they 
propofed  to  themfelves  5  and  the  catholick  people  were 
thereby  impowered  to  join  them. 

The  king  of  Navarre  being  fo  clofely  attacked  by 
Ib  many  writings,  and  threatned  fhortly  with  the  arms 
of  his  enemies,  anfwered  the  former,  and  made  prepa- 
rations aaainft  the  latter.  He  replied  by  manifeftoes  to 
the  declaration  of  the  cardinal  de  'Bourbon  above-men- 
tioned, and  to  fome  other  libels  of  the  league.  He 

defended 
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A  2).    defended  himfelf  in  particular,  from  the  character  they 

i  $-85-.     had  given  him  of  an  obftinate  and  relapfed  heretick  ; 

t^V^  protecting,  that  he  was  always  ready  to  fubmit  to  a  free 

council ;  and  that  he  was  by  no  means  a  relapfe,  having 

never  changed  his  religion,  but  only  yielded  to  the  force 

that  had  teen   put  upon  him  after    the   maflacre   of 

S.  Bartholomew,  when  he  was  threatned  with  death,  if 

he  did  not  abjure  the  reformed  religion* 

Civet,  chro-  As  for  the  papal  bull,  he  wrote  four  letters  in  anfwer 
ndog.  nove-  to  jjt  from  jMmitattban*  one  addrefled  to  the  clergy  of 
atrc'  France,  another  to  the  nobility,  a  third  to  the  third 
eftate,  and  the  fourth  to  the  <P an/fas,  He  expofed  the 
nullity  of  the  bull  j  how  much  it  {truck  at  the  fovereign 
authority,  and  the  artifices  of  thofe  that  had  fbllicited 
for  it  :  But  looking  upon  the  pope  in  this  refpecl  as  his 
perfbnal  enemy,  he  revenged  himfelf  of  him  by  another 
paper,  which  he  found  means  to  get  fixed  upon  the 
very  gates  of  the  Vatican  itfelf  5  in  which,  as  from  the 
error  of  this  bull,  he  appealed  to  the  parliament  and  to 
a  general  council  3  and  implored  the  afliftance  of  all 
ibvereign  princes,  as  obliged  to  intereft  themfelves  in  his 
caufe.  It  is  faid  that  "sixtus  V.  though  he  had  no 
rcafbn  to  put  up  with  this  infult,  did  not  blame  him  5 
and  that  he  told  the  marquis  de  'Pifam  upon  this  occa- 
fion,  That  it  was  to  be  wiflied  the  king  his  mailer  had 
as  much  refblution  againft  his  enemies,  as  the  king  of 
Navarre  {hewed  a^ainft  thofe  that  abhorred  his  herefy  $ 
which  is  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  account  we  meet 
with  in  the  life  of  this  pope,  viz.  That  of  all  the  chri- 
fiian  princes,  he  efteemed  fcarce  any  but  this  prince, 
and  Elizabeth  queen  of  England,  and  that  for  the  ftea- 
dinefs  of  their  conduct ;  a  quality  which  he  gloried 
much  in  himfelf. 

The  bull  of  Slxttts  V.  was  difperfed  throughout  all. 
France :  But  this  only  under-hana  :  For  the  parliament, 
though  many  leaguers  were  in  it,  did  not  care  to  autho- 
rize it.  The  moft  zealous  diftributors  of  it  were  the 
emiflaries  of  the  league  of  fixteen,  which  afterwards 
caufed  fb  many  troubles,  and  which  for  this  reafbn  I 
fhall  fpeak  of  here,  before  I  enter  upon  the  defcription 
of  the  war,  which  the  duke  of  Gtnfe  forced  the  king 
to  make,  againft  his  will,  upon  the  king  of  Navarre. 

A  journey,  which  the  duke  of  Efyernon  made  by 
the  king's  order,  after  the  death  of  the  duke  of  Anjov* 

to 
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ID  confer  with  the  king  of  Navarre,  and  exhort  him  to  j4. 
change  his  religion,  having  given  the  leaguers  an  op- 
portunity  to  publi/h  feveral  calumnies  again!*  the  king, 
and  in  particular  to  aflert,  that  he  was  refolved  to  unite 
with  the  hugonots  againft  the  catholicks  5  the  minds 
of  the  peopk  were  in  fuch  a  ferment  upon  the  article  of 
religion,  that  every  private  man  feemed  to  think  himfelfCiyetT  ,-r: 
bound  and  commimon'd  to  prevent  the  ruin  of  -it.          Dialogue  du 
A  citizen  of  <Paris,  named  Id  Roche-bland,  a  good  ^a"ant&  <*» 

i  r  i-ii  11    !•/•/•   i  r     i  •          •    •         Maheurte. 

and  perfectly  weli-difpofed  man,  was  of  this  opinion, 
that  every  thing  was  lawful  in  fo  good  a  caufe.  He 
difcovered  his  mind  to  feveral  curates,  doctors,  and 
preachers  of  ^aris ;  and  having  difcourfed  for  a  confi- 
derable  time  together,  they  agreed  to  form  a  private 
league,  in  order  to  fix  'Paris  intirely  in  the  interefts  of 
that,  which  was  fpread  throughout  the  kingdom.  They 
refolved  to  aflbciate  fome  otner  perforis,  whom  they 
could  depend  upon  for  fecrefy,  and  whofe  wifHom, 
credit  among  the  people,  and  courage,  might  be  fer- 
viceable  to  them  in  the  execution  of  their  defign.  Thofe 
of  the  aflbciates,  who  had  the  greateit  /hare  in  the 
enterprizes  of  the  new  league,  and  whom  for  that  rea- 
fon  I  fhall  mention  here,  were  Compan  the  tradefman, 
Criice  the  attorney,  SiijJy-le-Clerc,  la,  Cbapelle,  and 
JEiiHmet,  attorneys  alfb,  and  the  commiflary  Loucbard. 
They  formed  a  council  of  ten  perfons,  which  common- 
ly met  at  t\v^Sorbmne^  in  the  chamber  of  do&or  Boucher, 
parfon  of  S.  SenediEt^  and  afterwards  at  the  college  of 
Fortety  where  he  went  to  lodge  3  for  which  reafbn  that 
college  was  afterwards  called  the  cradle  of  the  league  of 
fixteen.  Six  of  their  number  were  chofen  for  the  fix- 
teen  quarters  of  the  city  to  gain  over  friends,  to  propa- 
gate fuch  reports  as  were  ferviceable  to  the  faction,  and 
to  carry  the  orders  of  their  council  to  their  refpeclive 
diftri&s.  Their  names  were,  Roche-bland,  Company 
Cruce,  Lviichard,  la  Chapelle,  and  BuJfa-k-Clerc  •  It 
was  from  the  number  of  the  wards  of  *Paris,  and  not 
from  that  of  the  perfons,  that  this  aflbciation  was  after- 
wards called  the  league  of  fixteen. 

This  league  in  a  fhort  time  made  a  furprizing  pro- 
grefs  ;  and  though  it  went  under  the  fpecious  pretence 
of  religion,  as  that  did  which  began  at  Termine,  yet 
there  was  fomethinor  very  criminal  in  the  oath  which 
they  took  upon  their  entrance  into  it :  For  whereas  that 

of 
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A  2).  of  'Peromie  promifed  all  obedience  to  the  king ;  in  thiS 
1/8  f.  they  declared  againft  herefy,  hyppcrify,  and  tyranny  z 
that  is,  as  they  underftood  it,  againft  the  king  himlelf, 
whom  they  accufed  of  thofe  three  crimes. 

This  faclion  was  formed  without ,  the  knowledge  of 
the  duke  of  Gmfe  :  But  as  foon  as  the  heads  of  it  faw 
themlelves  well  fettled,  and  their , numbers  considerably 
enlarged,  they  gave  him  and  the  'cardinal  de  Swrbwt 
notice  of  it,  who  were  ravifhed  to  have  the  capital  of 
the  kingdom  fo  forward  in  their  interefts  5  and  by  the 
meafures  which  they  afterwards  took  in  concert  with 
this  league,  the"y  rendered  it  vaftly  more  pernicious  and 
formidable  to  the  royal  party,  than  it  would  otherwife 
have  been. 

It  was  by  their  authority,  and  with  their  confenr,' 
that  it  held  a  correfpondence  with  the  general  league, 
and  Sent  agents  into  all  the  provinces  5  and  that  the 
leaguers  of  the  provinces  did  the  fame  to  'Paris.  The 
iecret  was  fo  well  kept,  that  though  the  king  and  his 
minifters  were  fenfible  that  fomething  was  a  brewing, 
yet  they  could  never  get  any  diftincl:  account  of  it '5 
and  at  laft  discovered  the  faction  only  by  the  effects  it 
produced. 

The  duke  of  Guife,  being  fecure  of  this  new  fup- 
porf,  refolved  to  force  the  king  to  make  war  upon  the 
king  of  Navarre,  in  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  Nemours* 
by  which  the  calvinifts  were  with  all  fpeed  to  be  obliged 
to  furrender  the  cities  of  Security  whicn  had  been  grant- 
ed them. 

The  king  delay 'd  the  matter  as  long  as  he  could,  by 
fiartingfeveral  difficulties  ;  the  principal  of  which  was, 
to  find  money  to  defray  the  expences  of  the  war.  This 
method  would  have  fucceeded,  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  extreme  hatred  which  the  <Parifians  bore  to  the  cal- 
vinifts  ;  for  neither  the  parliament,  nor  the  lord  mayor, 
nor  the  clergy,  were  willing  to  hearken  to  the  propofal 
of  taxing  themielves  to  fit  out  an  army  :  But  the  'Pari- 
futns  were  fo  zealous,  that  a  great  number  of  private 
perfons  affefled  themfelves  of  their  own  accord,  and 
Turnifhed  out  one  hundred  thoufand  crowns,  upon  con- 
dition of  entring  upon  the  war  with  all  fpeed. 

The  king  could  not  excufe  himftlf  after  this  :  The 
duke  de  Merccsttr,  governor  of  Brettgne,  was  the  firft 
of  the  heads  of  the  league  that  began  to  acl  in  an 

hoftils 
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fcoftile  manner,  having  marched  into  Toitou  to  attack   Jl.  <D. 
Fontenay^   but  he   met  with  ill  fuccefs.     The  prince  of    15-85, 
Conde,  who  had  undertaken  the  defence  of  this  pro-  **s~^*^ 
vince,  forced  him  to  abandon  his  enterprize,  and  as  he 
retreated,    took  from  him  his  baggage,    and  a  great  D'  Aubigae 
number  of  foldiers.  f »  r  »' 

This  irruption  of  the  duke  de  Merccetir  into  ^oitoit^ ' 
having  drawn  a  great  number  of  gentlemen,  and  fol- 
diers, to  the  prince  of  Conde,  he  found  himfelf  in  a 
condition  to  befiege  Broiittge,  and  would  certainly  have 
made  himfelf  mafter  of  it,  notwithftanding  the  vigo- 
rous refinance  of  «y.  Luc  the  governor,  if  he  had  not 
committed  a  very  unfeafbnable  miftake. 

At  the  fame  time  that  he  was  carrying  on  the  fiege 
with  great  vigour,  he  received  the  news,  that  Rocbe- 
morte,  a  calvinift  gentleman,  had  furpmed  the  caftle 
of  Angers  $  and  having  but  a  very  few  foldiers,  was  in 
danger  of  being  forced  by  the  citizens.  The  conqueft 
of  this  place  appeared  fo  important  to  him,  that  com- 
mitting the  management  of  the  fiege  of  Broutgf  to  the 
baron  of  Sainte  Mefme,  he  departed  with  a  detach- 
ment of  his  army,  ventured  to  pafs  the  Loire,  and  came 
to  the  affiftance  of  R.oche-morte  :  but  upon  his  arrival, 
he  found  that  this  captain  having  been  killed,  the  fol- 
diers had  furrendred  the  caftle  to  the  citizens.  His 
bufinefs  then  was  to  think  of  retreating,  which  it  was 
very  difficult,  or  rather  impoflible,  for  him  to  do,  in 
a  body,  becaufe  the  catholick  troops,  who  were  aflem- 
bled  together,  were  infinitely  fuperior  to  him  in  num- 
ber. He  refolved  to  disband  his  fbldiers,  to  the  intent 
that  they  might  make  their  efcape  in  the  beft  manner 
they  could  ;  feveral  got  off  the  more  eafily,  becaufe  the 
whole  concern  of  the  catholick  generals  was  to  take 
the  prince  of  Cond(\  He  was  clofely  purfued  5  but  at 
length  he  turn'd  his  courfe  for  Normandy,  and  having 
gone  through  a  thoufand  dangers,  reached  the  ifle  of 
Gttemfey,  'from  whence  he  pafTed  into  England,  where 
oueen  Elizabeth  caufed  fome  veflels  to  be  fitted  out 
for  him,  to  carry  him  to  Rochelle. 

After  this  defeat,  the  baron  de  Saint e  Mefme  being 
informed,  that  the  marefchal  de  Matigmn  was  coming 
to  fall  upon  him,  was  forced  to  raife  the  fiege  of  &rou» 
age,  and  as  he  retreated,  part  of  his  rear  was  cut  in 
pieces  by  S.  LllQ. 

VOL.  IV.  N  The 
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A.  2).       The  king  of  Navarre,  who  had  no  very  good  un- 

'ifS'f.-    derftanding  with  the  prince  of  Condey  was  not  overg 

**^\^>+j  much  concerned  at  his  misfortune  5  but,  in  the  mean 

iv  Aubigne  tjme)  he  was  threatned  with  having  the  whole  force 

of  the  catholicks  fhortly  upon  his  back.     They  began, 

at  the  repeated  inftances  of  the  heads  of  the  league,  to 

put  in  execution  the  article  of  the  treaty  of  Nemours, 

and    that   before  the  expiration  of  the  term   of  fix 

months,  after  which  the  calvinifts  were  to  abjure  the 

errors  of  calvinifm,  under  pain  of  high-treafbn,  banifh- 

ment,  and  confiscation  of  their  e'ftates. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  king  of  Navarre  feeing  that 
,  they  proceeded,  upon  this  occafion,  with  the  utmoft 
rigor",  publifhed  a  declaration,  by  which  it  was  ordered, 
in  all  the  countries  where  he  was  mafter,  That  the  ca- 
tholicks fhould  be  treated  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
king  treated  the  hugonots.  Their  goods  were  feized, 
and  fold,  they  were  baniflied  their  towns,  and  drove 
from  their  eftates.  By  this  means  a  great  number  of 
catholiclcs,  as  well  as  calvinifts,  were  reduced  to  the 
laft  degrees  of  mifery,  nor  was  there  ever  feen  a  defo- 
lation  like  this  in  the  kingdom. 

After  all,  this  firft  campaign,  riotwithftanding  the 
fuperior  force  of  the  league,  was  of  lefs  advantage  to 
them  than  to  the  king  of  Navarre.    This  prince,  by 
his  activity,  by  the  valour  of  the  lords  that  acled  un- 
der him,  and  by  the  defpair  of  the  hugonots,  caufed 
almoft  all  the  enterprizes  of  the  catholicks  to  mifcarry, 
and  furprized  a  great  number  of  fmall  towns  in  foi- 
tctt,  Xaim'OJTge,  and  Guyenne.    The  earl  of  Laval  made 
•  the  marefchal  de  Matityioti  raife  the  fiege  of  Tattie- 
bmirgh.    Lefdigitieres  forced  the  town  of  Chorges  in 
tDatipJ:nnyy  furprized  Montelimar,  took  Ambnto  at  the 
firft  onfetf  and  put  himfelf  in  a  condition  to  maintain 
the  war  in  this  province,   by  the  help  of  the  moun- 
tains.    The  vifcount  de  "Tureniie  made  himfelf  matter 
of  I'ulle^  after  a  vigorous  attack:  in  a  word,  the  king 
ft    . .       of  Navarre  made  fiich  provifion  for  affairs,   that  by 
r<wt  r  'an!  Banding  only  upon  the  defenfive,  in  Guyenne,  he  was 
*t »>         able  to  wait  a  considerable  time  for  foreign  fiiccours. 

The  duke  de  Mayenne,  having  a  very  good  army, 
march'd  into  Guyenne,  not  becaufe  he  was  unable  to 
make  a  conqueft  i«  ^oitoii-  and  Xaintorige,  where  the 
hugonots  could  not  rajfe  five  hundred  men,  but  bc- 

caufg 
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caufe  he  was  in  hopes  of  demolifhing  the  king  of  Na-  j4.  CD. 
varre,   whom   he    had   promifed  to  deliver  into  the    iS. 
king's  hands  aprifbner:  £ut  he  met  with  much  more 
oppofition,  in  Guyenne,  than  he  expected,  and  the  con- 
quefis,  which  he  gained  in  the  end  of  this  year  1585", 
amounted  to  no  more  than  the  taking  of  Montignac, 
and  fteauheii)  the  firft  in  'Perigord,  and  the  other  in 
Limoufm  $  places  which  deferve  not  to  be  named  in 
hiftory,    but  for  the  valour  with  which  the  hugonot 
commanders  defended  them. 

The  following  year  was  neither  more  glorious,  nor 
more  happy  for  the  league,  at  leaft  in  Gnysnne,  and 
the  other  provinces  on  the  other  fide  the  Loire*,  where- 
in their  principal  forces  were  imployed.  The  king  had 
four  armies,  me  generals  of  which  had  each  their  parti- 
cular views.  The  duke  de  Mayenne,  in  Guyenm,  de- 
figned  to  pufli  the  Icing  of  Navarre  to  the  utmoft.  The 
duke  of  Gnife,  who  commanded  that  which  was  the 
leaft  numerous,  upon  the  frontiers  of  Burgundy  and 
Champagne,  thought  of  ftrengthning  his  faction  in  thefe 
provinces,  and  'Picardyy  and  of  putting  himfelf  into  a 
condition  to  prevent  the  Germans  from  coming  into 
France,  in  cafe  the  proteftant  princes  of  Germany 
fhould  fend  the  hugonots  recruits.  The  marefchal 
He  Matignvn,  who  commanded  a  body  near  Sourdeaux  j 
the  marefchal  de  Biron,  who  commanded  another  in 
'Poitou  ;  the  diike  of  Epernwi,  and  la  Valette  his  bro- 
ther, who  were  to  art  in  'Provence  and  'Daupkiny,  had 
no  other  view,  but  to  put  a  flop,  at  one  and  the 
fame  time,  to  the  progrefs  both  of  the  hugonots  and 
the  league. 

The  duke  de  Mayenne  took  Caftels,  (even  or  eight 
leagues  from  Bonr.ietmx,  S.  Safeile  upon  the  Garonne, 
Monfegur,  between  that  river  and  the  1)ordcgne,  and 
Chatillon  upon  the  %)ordcgnc.  This  place  was  re- 
taken, fbme  time  after,  by  the  vifcou'nt  de  cltire»ner 
With  a  fingle  ladder,  which  he  caufed  to  be  fet  againft 
a  place  that  was  not  guarded,  becaufe  it  was  thought 
inacceflible  ;  upon  which  it  was  faid,  by  way  of  banter, 
That  the  hugonots  were  much  better  managers  than 
the  king  5  the  taking  of  Chatillon  having  coft  him 
$00  thoufand  crowns  3  whereas  the  vifcount  de  Fit-  D.  Aubf_^ 
remie  was  at  no  more  expcnce  in  doing  it  than  four  li-  T.  ?.  i.  j. 
N  2  vrei,  c.  9. 
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vres,  which  was  the  price  of  the  ladder  he  made  uft 
of  upon  that  occafion. 

Tnefe  were  all  the  duke  afMayenne's  exploits  during 
this  campaign,  while  he  was  lefs  eagerly  bent  upon 
making  himfelf  matter  of  towns,  than  upon  taking  the 
Icing  of  Navarre.  He  kept  him  always  in  his  eye,  and 
followed  him  every  where,  with  a  defign  to  befet  him 
in  fome  place  or  other,  which  he  had  not  fail'd  of  do- 
ing at  Cawnont)  but  through  negligence,  or,  as  feveral 
believed,  by  means  of  a  correfpondence,  which  the  vi£ 
D*  Aubfgnc  count  £  Aubetene,  who  was  charged  with  the  guard 
**- cit«  of  a  pott,  by  which  this  prince  efeaped,  had  with  him. 
He  expofed  himfelf  to  this  danger  for  the  fake  of 
paying  a  vifit  enpaffant  to  the  countefs  of  Quiche  :  For 
how  hard  prefled  fbever  he  was  by  the  enemy,  he  could 
not  difpenfe  with  himfelf  from  making  love. 

The  king  of  Navarre  attempted  this  paflage  crofs 
the  enemies  troops,  to  make  his  way  to  XaintQiige,  fore- 
ieeing  that  while  he  continued  at  Guyenne^  he  would 
always  be  obliged  to  flee  before  the  duke  de  Mayenne, 
who  was  much  fuperior  to  him  in  force,  and  revolving 
not  to  fuffer  himtelf  to  be  diftrefled  in  'Beam.  Being 
arrived  at  Sainte  Foy,  he  charged  the  vifcount  Turenne 
with  the  general  command  in  Guyenne^  purfued  his 
journey,  and  arrived  at  RochelZe,  where  he  was  received 
with  much  joy.  The  prince  ofCon.Je,  who  commanded 
as  chief  in  that  country,  was  much  lefs  rejoyced  than 
he  appeared  to  be,  upon  that  occafion,  being  from  that 
time  reduced,  againft  his  will,  to  the  fecond  place  in  the 
command. 

The  king  of  Navarre  found  the  affairs  of  the  calvi- 
nifts  in  a  good  fkuation  in  Xaintovge,  by  the  taking  of 
the  ifle  of  Oleron,  which  d?  Aubigne^  the  author  of*  the 
univerfal  hiftory  of  that  time,  had  made  himfelf  matter 
of,  and  from  whence  he  had  repulfed  S.  Luc,  having 
firft  killed  him  a  great  number  of  men. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  duke  de  Mayenne^  after  the 
king  of  Navarre's  retreat,  feeing  his  army  decreafe  daily, 
and  that  no  recruits,  nor  money,  nor  ammunition  were 
ient  him,  returned  to  court,  where  he  openly  com- 
plain'd,  that  they  had  deferted,  betrayed,  and  pre- 
vented him  from  deftroying  the  hugonots  in  Guyenne. 
The  partizans  of  the  league,  efpecially  thofe  at  Taris, 
did  not  fail  to  turn  all  this  againil  the  king,  and  to 

accufe 
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accufe  him  of  favouring  the  hugonots,  at  theexpcnce  of  ^  nn 
the  catholicks.  '      ' 

This  complaint  was  indeed  not  without  foundation ;  s^L-^ 
not  that  this  prince  wifh'd  the  calvinifts  might  prevail  j 
but  he  did  not  think  it  advifable  wholly  to  exterminate 
that  party,  which  he  look'd  upon  as  a  rcflburce  lor 
him,  which  he  might  have  occafkm  for  afterwards 
againft  the  leaguers,  whom,  he  every  day  more  and 
more  difcovered  to  have  ill  dcfigns  againft  his  royal 
authority  :  Befides,  his  treafury  was  very  much  ex- 
hauftcd,  and  what  he  could  fpare  from  thence  for  the, 
war,  that  he  chofe  to  make  ufe  of  to. maintain  the  ar- 
mies of  the  duke  of  Efemon,  la  Vahtte,  and  the  ma- 
refchal  de  Birou,  who  were  his  friends,  rather  than  to 
augment  the  power  and  reputation  oi  the  heads  of  the 
kague. 

The  proteftant  princes  ofGeptW&i  notwithftanding 
the  follicitations  of  the  king  of  Navarre,  from  whom 
they  expefted  no  great  reward,  had  not  much  beftirr'd 
themfelves,  till  fuch  time  as  they  knew  the  war  was 
openly  declared  againft  the  hugonots  :  for  feeing  them 
attacked  in  all  quarters  of  the  kingdom,  and  perceiving 
that  they  were  refblved  to  carry  matters  to  tne  utrnoft 
againft  them,  their  zeal  revivea.  However,  they  agreed 
together,  not  to  take  up  arms,  without  firft  offering 
their  mediation  to  the  king,  for  a  peace  between  him 
and  the  king  of  Navarre.  A  prince  of  the  houfe  of 
Montbeliard,,  attended  with  fbme  lords,  was  fent  am- 
bafTador  to  France  for  this  purpofe,  from  the  electors 
of  Saxony  and  <Brandebour$Jo,  from  duke  Jolm  Ca- 
hmire.,  the  landgrave  of  Hejjet  and  fbme  other  prote- 
ilant  princes. 

The  king  heard  them,  and  with  great  refolution 
told  them,  That  it  did  not  belong  to'thofe  princes  to 
intermeddle  with  the  affairs  of  his  kingdom,  and  make 
themfelves  mediators  between  the  fbveraign  and  his  re- 
bellious fubjecls ;  that  he  had  never  concerned  himfelf 
with  the  government  of  their  ftates,  not  even  in  re- 
gard to  religion  itfelf ;  that  they  ought  much  more  to 
ufe  the  fame  conduct  towards  him,  and  that  to  do 
otherwife,  was  to  declare  themfelves  his  enemies. 

The   king  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  anfwer  them 
In  this  manner,  as  well   in  point  of  honour,    which 
it  requilite  for  him  not  to  appear  afraid  of  the 
N  3  Germans^ 
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JJ.  2).   Germans,  as  to  remove  all  pretence  of  complaint  and 

15-86.     refentment  from  the  league. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  war  was  carried  on  with  great 
vigour  in  Xaintovge.  Colonel  1'iercelin  was  defeated 
by  the  prince  of  Conde,  in  a  {mall  battle  5  but  this 
victory  coft  him  the  loft  of  the  fieurs  de  Rieux,  and 
de  Sailli.  The  fieur  de  T'anla?,  one  of  their  brothers, 
died  a  little  before  of  a  fit  of  ficknefs  at  S.  John  de 
Angeli  3  and  Guy,  earl  of  Laval*  their  other  brother, 
who  had  contributed  more  than  any  of  them  to  the 
defeat  of  'Tiercel'iv,  was  fo  fenfibly  affefted  with  grief 

Ca  er  T  ^°r  t^°^e  three  lofles,  ^at  ^e  ^  ^  °^a  ^ever'  an^  died 
'  I'ibme  days  after  ;  and  thus  they  were  all  four  carried 
off  within  the  {pace  of  a  month.  They  were  ions  of 
the  famous  £  Ahdelot,  and  nephews  of  the  admiral 
de  Coligni,  and  inherited  both  their  bravery  and  at- 
tachment to  the  hugonot  religion.  M.  de  la  Trimwttlley 
duke  of  TixtfrffJ,  having  had  his  horfe  killed  under 
him,  in  the  fame  battle,  run  the  risk  of  his  life  5  he 
was  the  very  reverfe  of  his  father,  who  had  been,  from 
the  firft,  head  of  the  league  in  ^oitoti ;  and  he,  on 
the  contrary,  had  turned  hugonot,  by  giving  his  daugh- 
ter in  marriage  to  the  prince  ofCwtde. 

The  king,  to  get  the  better  of  the  hugonots,  had 
fent  the  marefchal  de  Biron  to  'Poitott,  who  putting 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  fix  or  feven  thoufand  men,  pur- 
iued  the  king's  intentions  rather  than  the  defigns  of 
the  league ;  that  is,  he  did  not prefs  the  hugonots  very 
clofely."  Heraifed  the  fiege  ol  Martins,  by' the  king's 
order,  which  had  lafled  for  three  months,  the  place 
being  vigoroufly  defended  by  monfieur  de  la  Force. 

Two  considerations  obliged  the  king  to  abandon 
this  enterprize  ;  one  was,  the  preparations  of  the  pro- 
teftant  princes  of  Germany,  and  the  other,  the  conducl 
of  the  leaguers.  The  dukes  ofGuifi,  and  Awnale,  un- 
der pretence  of  fecuring  the  frontiers,  made  themfelves 
matters  of  feveral  places,  without  waiting  for  orders, 
and  put  their  creatures  into  them  for  commanders : 
They  had  but  very  lately  failed  of  furprizing  Mete  and 
Sohgw. 

The  king  feeing  his  enemies,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  confpiring  in  this  manner  his  intire  mine,  was 
refblvcd  to  make  another  attempt  upon  the  king  of  Nd- 
touching  his  convcrfion,  by  the  interposition  of 
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the  queen  mother,    who  had  fbme  conferences  with  rf.  2). 
him  near  Coignac,  at   the  caflle  of  S.  Srix.     They     ij-86. 
came  only  to  a  /bort  truce,  the  king  of  Navarre  conti-  v-^v% 
nuing  firm  to  the  two  articles  he  had  always  infifted 
upon,  Firft,  That  he  was  by  no  means  obftinare  in  his 
religion,  and  that  he  was  ready  to  {land  to  the  judg- 
ment of  a  free  council.     Secondly,  That  it  was  wrong 
to  require  him  to  countermand  the  fuccours  of  the  Ger- 
man princes,  when,  at  the  fame  time,  the  whole  force 
of  the  kingdom  was  marching  againft  him  ;  and  that 
the  king  to  deftroy  him,  had  united  with  the  league, 
though  it  was  notorious,  that  this  faction  aim'd  only 
at  the  ruin  of  the  ttate,    and  the  royal  family,  and 
firuck  at  the   authority,    and  perfbn,    of   the    king 
himfelf. 

Henry  duke  of  Avgouleme,  grand  prior  of  Trance* 
natural  fpn  of  Henry  II.  govern'd  'Provence,  at  that 
time,  with  a  great  deal  of  authority,  and  kept  both 
the  leaguers  and  hugonots  in  awe  there.  He  died  by  a 
very  fatal  accident,  and  his  death  put  the  whole  pro- 
vince in  combuftion :  The  leaguers,  the  royalifts,  and 
the  hugonots,  made  fo  many  different  factions  there, 
and  much  blood  was  fpilt,  till  the  duke  d?  Epernon  ar- 
rived,  who  was  fent  to  command  there,  and  with  much 
difficulty  re-fettled  peace  and  tranquillity.  He  took  au  Roy 
la  Reote,  and  Chorgues,  from  the  hugonots  in  2)au-  ™*s  M;ni" 
•ph'my,  but  loll  moft  pf  his  troops  by  the  rigour  of  the 
ieafon. 

The  marefchal  de  Jbyeufe,  at  the  head  of  the  lea- 
guers,  ruined  his  army  alfb  at  the  taking  of  fbme  fmall 
towns  upon  the  frontiers  of  Auvergae'* and.  Languedcc^ 
while  the  marefchal  de  Montmwency,  governor  of  this 
province,  who  ftilcd  himfelf  the  head  of  the  royalifts, 
kept  the  leaguers  there  within  bounds,  acting  in  con- 
cert with  the  king :  By  all  this  we  fee  in  how  unhap^ 
py  a  fituation  this  prince  was,  who  was  forced  to  make 
war  upon  thofe  who  took  the  f'word  to  maintain  hi$ 
authority,  and  that  by  the  arms  of  a  party,  whofb  aim 
was  to  deftrpy  it.  This  is  the  conduct  he  found  himfelf 
obliged  afterwards  to  obferve  more  than  ever,  upon 
account  of  the  Germans  entring  Frame,  and  fbme  other 
events,  which  fignalized  the  year  1587. 

The  duke  of  Guife  omitted  nothing  to  augment  his 

party,  and  debauch  the  loyal  fervants  of  the  king.  His 

N  4  intrigues^ 
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&  2).  intrigues,  upon  this  occafion,  are  to  be  feen  in  one  of 
his  letters,  *  written  to  his  brother  the  duke  of  May- 
enne,  which  informs  us,  That  he  made  all  his  efforts 
to  draw  over  the  marefchals  de  Siron,  and  de  Matignvn* 
dans  r  hifto-  to  the  league,  and  that  he  folicited  S.  Liicy  and  de  Sel- 
«e  de  MK-fagarde,  who  was  afterwards  mafter  of  the  horfe  of 
thieu.  L  8.  prancgt  upon  the  fame  fubjeft. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  league  of  fixteen  compleatly 
feconded  the  heads  of  the  leaguers,  as  well  by  the  li- 
bels as  calumnies  againft  the  king,  which  they  di- 
fperfed  among  the  people :  That  which  was  fiirprizing, 
upon  this  occafion,  was,  that  this  unhappy  faction, 
which  for  a  long  time  had  done  fo  much  mifchief  in 
tParis,  remained  unknown  to  the  king,  'till  the  begin- 
ning of  this  year,  when  a  lieutenant  of  the  prevot  of 
the  ifle  of  France •,  named  Nicholas  'Pollttmy  gave  him 
notice  of  it,  and  laid  before  him  a  particular  account 
of  all  the  fecret  practices  of  this  faction. 

The  fame  fear,  and  the  fame  irrefolution,  which  had 
hindred  him  from  fHfling  the  kague  upon  the  firft  re- 
volt, prevented  him  from  making  u(e  of  the  information 
that  was  given  him  of  the  conspiracy  of  fixteen.  He 
fuffered  himfelf  to  be  perfuaded,  by  fbme  of  his  council, 
that  were  favourers  of  it,  that  there  was  nothing  in  it, 
and  that  the  whole  was  only  a  forward  and  indifcreet 
zeal  of  fbme  private  perfbns  for  religion,  which  made 
them  apprehenfive  of  having,  fome  time  or  other,  an 
heretical  prince  for  their  mafter. 

The  preparations  of  the  proteftant  princes  of  GeY- 

wanyy  ferved  the  faction  for  a  pretence  to  put  all  the 

provinces  in  motion,  which  were  indeed  greatly  alarmed 

at  them.     The  fixteen,  in  concert  with  the  duke  of 

Guife,  wrote  to  all  their  correfpondents,  That  it  was 

lettre  3u     the  king  himfelf,  who   had  fent  for  this  army  of  fo- 

p?f TO*™16  re*Sners"  over  m  f~avour  °f  the  king  of  Navarre.    The 

»oynidatee   ^uke  had  already  given  the  fame  account  to  the  pope, 

du  lyjuiflct.and  a  memorial  was  drawn  up,  and   fent  to  all  parts, 

J*;7?         containing  a    propofal  of  what  was   to   be  done  to 

prevent  the  misfortunes  which  threatned  Francey  and 

religion. 

Cayet.  T.  i.  According  to  this  propofal,  the  principal  towns  in 
the  kingdom  were  to  raife  a  great  number  of  troops,  to 
addrefs  the  king  to  nominate  a  catholick  prince,  and 
one  that  was  no  way  fufpe&ed  of  favouring  the  herc- 

ticks, 
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ticks,  to  command  them.    In  cafe  the  petition  fhould  Jl.  2>. 
be  rejected,  they  were  not  to  leave  off  proceeding  .  to     1587. 
raife  troops,  and  when  once  the  thing  was  done,  the  ^^y-^J 
king  was  to  be  conftrained  to  authorize  it  j  which,  if 
he  refufed  to  do,  then  a  catholick  prince  was  to  be 
chofen  for  their  head :    the  extraordinary  circumftanccs 
they  were  in,  and  the  danger  to  which  religion  was  ex- 
pofed,  difpenfing,  as  they  faid,  with  fubjecls  for  wait- 
ing the  orders  'of  their  fbveraign,  as  they  would  hum- 
bly reprefent  the  matter  to  himfelf,  and  this  the  rather, 
becaule  his  council,  and  thofe  that  were  moft  truftcd 
by   him,  were  for  the  moft  part  infcfted  with  herefy, 
and  even  fufpecled  of  arheifm. 

The  faftion  was  very  near  breaking  out  this  year  at 
^Part's :  For  the  moft  warm  and  forward  of  the  fixteen, 
being  fenfible,  that  the  king  was  informed  of  part  of 
their  intrigues,  proposed  to  throw  off  the  mask,  to 
ftir  up  the  people  to  a  revolt,  to  feize  the  Baftile,  the 
arfenal,  the  temple,  the  two  Chatelets,  the  palace  and 
the  Lwtvre,  and  the  king's  own  perfbn,  to  put  him  into 
the  hands  of  the  duke  of  Guije.  The  duke  de  May- 
enne,  who  was  then  at  'Paris,  ufed  all  his  application 
to  cool  thefc  hot  fpirits,  by  endeavouring  to  convince 
them  that  matters  were  not  yet  ripe,  and  that  by  being 
too  forward  and  hafty,  they  would  ruin  the  whole  de- 
iign. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  duke  d'Epernon  arrived  at 
'Paris  with  fome  troops,  which  he  had  brought  from 
'Provence.  The  prefence  of  this  lord,  and  his  advice, 
were  not  fufficient  to  prevail  upon  the  king's  irrefolu- 
tion,  or  to  perfuade  him  to  aft  with  fpirit  and  vigour  ; 
but  upon  occafion  of  a  fedition,  and  an  infult  pafs'd 
upon  the  duke  tfEperncn,  at  the  fair  of  S.  Germany  he 
placed  a  guard  of  foldiers  in  theSaftile,  the  arfenal  and 
other  places,  which  he  knew  the  rebels  had  defigned  to 
feize.  Upon  this,  the  duke  de  May  enne,  who  did  not 
think  himfelf  fafe  at  'Paris,  went  to  wait  upon  the 
queen  mother  5  and  having  protefted  to  her,  that  he 
had  no  fhare  in  the  tranfaftion  at  the  fair  of  S.  German^ 
he  intreated  her  to  obtain  for  him  the  king's  permiffion 
to  retire  to  Burgundy.  As  his  prefence  was  known  to 
be  the  greateft  incouragement  to  the  feditious,  and  that 
it  would  be  to  no  purpofeto  detain  him,  unlefs  they  had 
the  duke  of  Gttife  in  their  poffefllon  at  the  fame  time, 

his 


is6  Th*  Hi/lory  ^/FRANCE. 

./£  CD,   his  requeft  was  readily  granted,  and  he  departed  im- 
1/87.    mediately. 

Thus  far  matters  proceeded,  and  the  king  being  fa- 
tisfied  with  having  diffipated  the  confpiracy,  with  fee- 
ing the  leader  of  it  at  a  diftance,  and  beinp  fecure  or 
the  chief  pofts  in  'Paris,  took  no  notice  ofany  thing 
elfe,  nor  made  any  legal  inquires  after  the  fedition. 

This  foft  conduct  delivered  the  duke  of  Guife  from 
the  extreme  concern  he  had  upon  him  for  his  friends  at 
whofe  ruin  would  have     reatl     weakned  his 


faction;  but  it  wa$neceflary  for  him  to  think  of  putting 
himfelf  into  a  condition  to  fuftain  the  efforts  of  the 
German  army,  which  was  preparing  to  enter  France  $ 
and  to  oppofe  the  attempts  which  the  hugonots,  ani- 
mated by  thofe  expectations,  might  make  on  their 
fide. 

The  duke  of  Gtuje  came  to  wait  upon  the  king  at 
Meaux,  to  give  him  notice,  that  the  Germans  would 
fbon  enter  upon  their  march.  This  prince  received  him 
with  great  marks  of  kindnefs  and  friend/hip,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  new  arid  great  occasions,  which  he  had  to 
be  difplea&d  with  his  conduct.  They  confulted  to- 
gether upon  proper  methpds  to  oppofe  the  entrance  of 
the  Germans  into  the  kingdom,  and  to  prevent  their 
joining  the  king  of  Navarre. 

Orders  were  fent  to  moft  of  the  forces,  to  repair  on 
the  fourth  of  July,  fbme  to  the  frontiers  ufCbamfagne* 
and  the  reft  to  Gien  ;  and  another  body  was  appointed 
to  go  againft  the  king  of  Navarre,  to  oppofe  the  de- 
fign  which  he  had  formed  of  coming  to  meet  the  Ger- 
mans.  I  fhall  begin  the  defcription  of  this  campaign, 
with  an  account  of  what  paffed  in  this  laft  army. 

The  command  of  it  was  committed  to  the  duke 
de  Joyeiifei  to  the  prejudice  of  the  marefchal  (£A^lmont> 
to  whom  it  had  been  promifed  :  But  the  duke  de  Joy- 
eiife  was  the  favourite  at  that  time.  He  was  followed 
by  a  great  number  of  the  young  nobility,  who  were 
proud  of  appearing  with  a  magnificent  equipage  at  this 
expedition. 

The  king  of  Navaire,  who  took  the  field  in  a  very 
ieafbnable  time,  had  feized  feveral  towns  in  'Poitmi  ; 
but  being  informed  that  the  duke  de  Joyenje  was 
marching  againft  him,  he  had  preferved  only  thofe  of 
them  wriich  were  moft  eafy  to  defend,  and  had  razed 

the 
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the  others,  being  refolved  to  march,  with  all  expedition  £.  2). 
to  the  river  Loire,  in  order  to  crofs  it  in  fome  fordable  1587. 
place,  to  join  the  Germans  in  Burgundy,  or  in  cafe  he 
was  intercepted,  to  withdraw  to  Gafcogne.  He  had 
been  joined  by  the  vifcount  de  lurenne,  by  the  prince 
of  Conde  and  the  earl  of  Soiffbns,  who,  tho'  a  catholick, 
had  lately,  together  with  the  prince  of  Conti,  embraced 
the  intereft  of  the  king  of  Navarre  and  the  prince  of 
Conde  their  brother,  h>eing  perfuaded,  that  the  defign 
of  meffieurs  de  Guife  was  to  exterminate  the  princes  of 
the  houfe  of  Swrbou. 

The  duke  de  foyeuje,  who  had  orders  to  engage  the 
Icing  of  Navarre,  or  oblige  him  to  difperfe  his  troops  - 
followed  him,  and  by  extraordinary  marches  for  feveral 
days,  found  himfelf,  on  the  eighteenth  of  Oftober,  very 
near  that  prince,  who  had  incamped  at  Mmlieit,  upon 
the  frontiers  of  ^erigord  and  Qiiyenne.  The  duke's 
army  was  much  ftronger  than  that  of  the  king  of  Na- 
varre, who,  before  he  could  reach  Guyenue,  had  two 
rivers  to  pafs,  viz.  the  Brogue  and  the  JJle,  and  the 
duke  was  ready  to  charge  him  at  the  paflage:  But  the 
prince  was  in  greateft  danger  from  the  marefchal  4e  Mct- 
iigtion,  who,  according  to  the  orders  he  had  received 
from  court,  was  fet  forward  from  Bourdeaux,  in  order 
to  intercept  his  paflage,  and  inclofe  him  between  his 
army  and  that  of  the  duke  de  Joyeufc. 

The  hopes  which  this  duke  hadi  conceived,  of  having  Hift. 
fblely  the  glory  of  defeating  the  king    of  Navarre ,  refc'?dl  de 
delivered  that  prince  out  of  this  fecond  danger.     As  for  "aa"8no°* 
his  part,  he  was  refolved,  notwithftanding  the  fiipe-  '   '  , 
riority  of  his  enemy's  forces,  to  accept  the  battle,  which 
he  plainly  perceived  the  duke  de  Joyeufe  was  determined 
to  offer  him.    Accordingly  they  advanced,  as  it  were, 
by  concert,  up  to  each  other,  in  order  to  engage  5  and 
the  battle  was  fought  near  the  borough  of  Coittras. 

The  king  of  Navarre  was,  at  firft,  unfuccefsful  5 
part  of  his  cavalry  was  feverely  handled,  the  fquadrons 
of  la  Trimotiille,  Aramburc  and  ^Twenne,  broken  and 
difltpated  by  thofe  of  Lavardin,  captain  Mercury,  an 
]$tianois,  and  Montigni  5  and  the  catholick  army  be- 
gan to  fhout  for  victory. 

There  are  fomc  moments,  in  which  all  depends  upon 
the  prcfent  difpofitions  of  the  fbidicrs.  The  flrft  mis- 
fortune, which  naturally  fliould  have  difcourag^d  the 

hugonot 
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A.  2).   hugonot  infantry,  infpired  them  with  fury.     The  offi- 

1587.    cers  Montgomery  and  Befeunz,   cried  out  to  the  fbl- 

O^y^w'  diers  of  their  regiments  5  ^  boys,  we  muft  ferifi  ;  but 

D'Aubigne,  jn  ffo  midjt  of  our  enemies  :    Come   on  fivord    in 

'     l  *' 


we  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  harquebitffes  j 
and  pofting  themfelves,  with  the  reft  of  the  officers,  at 
the  head  or  the  batallion,  which  coniifted  of  not  above 
three  hundred  men,  they  run  headlong  upon  the  catho- 
lick  infantry,  which  was  a  third  part  more  numerous 
than  they,  fell  crofs  the  pikes,  warding  them  off,  or 
wrefting  them  from  the  pike-men,  broke  through  them, 
and  put  them  intirely  to  the  rout, 

Thus  matters  went  upon  the  left  wing.  The  king  of 
Navarre's  infantry  afted  with  no  lefs  bravery  in  the 
right,  where  captain  Charbonmeres  charged  the  regi- 
ments of  tiercetM  and  'Picardy,  utterly  defeated  them, 
and  made  a  great  flaughter  of  therru 

Thefe  three  charges  of  cavalry  and  infantry  were 
given  at  the  fame  time.  The  duke  de  Joyeufe  having 
ieen  the  defeat  of  part  of  the  hugonot  cavalry,  prepared 
immediately  to  go  and  rout  the  two  largeft  fquadrons 
of  the  hugonot  army,  one  of  which  was  commanded 
by  the  king  of  Navarre,  and  the  other  by  the  prince 
of  Conde  5  and  another  fomewhat  lefs,  led  up  by  the 
carl  of  Soiffm^  who  was  coming  againft  him.  He 
would  have  had  a  great  advantage,  if  Lavar.din,  after 
purfuing  the  fugitives  to  the  river,  had  rallied,  and 
attack'd  the  prince  of  Conde  by  the  flank,  which  he  had 
difcovered,  while  the  duke  fell  upon  the  front  ;  but  it 
was  not  in  his  power  to  get  his  men  together  again,  and 
efpecially  the  Atbanmst  who  amufed  themfelves  with 
pillaging  the  baggage  in  Cotttras. 

The  'body  of  tlie  duke  de  foyeufe's  army  divided 
into  three  parts,  to  fall  upon  the  three  fquadrons  above- 
mention'd  at  the  fame  time.  And  here  we  have  an  in- 
flance,  how  unfervkeable  valour  is  without  experience 
and  military  difciplinc. 

The  gendarmery  of  the  duke  de  Joyevfc  was  in  the 
firft  ranks,  couching  their  lances,  in  order  to  break 
through  and  overthrow  the  three  oppofite  fquadrqns. 
In  thefe  kinds  of  affaults  of  the  gendarmery,  two  things 
were  neceflary  to  be  obfervcd.  Firfr,  that  thegendarms 
fhould  march  clofe  upon  the  fame  line,  in  order  to  tall 
upon  the  whole  front  at  the  fame  time.  Secondly,  that 

they 
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tliey  fhould  not  take  too  long  a  career,  as  the  language  A.  2>. 
of  that  time  exprefles  it ;  that  is,  that  they  fhould  not 
begin  at  too  great  a  diftance  to  run  with  full  fpeed,  for 
fear  of  putting  themfelves  and  horfes  out  of  breath,  and 
loiing  part  of  their  forces,  being  extremely  loaden  with 
the  weight  of  their  arms. 

The  warmth  of  this  young  nobility,  hindered  them 
from  obferving  thefe  two  rules.  Several  of  them  ap- 
proaching the  enemy,  were  the  length  of  their  horns 
without  the  rank,  and  having  taken  the  career  at  too 
great  a  diftance,  were  the  caufe  that  fcarce  one  of  them 
did  difmount  the  man  that  he  attacked  $  but  that 
which  difconcerted  them  the  moft,  was  the  difcharge 
that  was  very  feafbnably  and  very  clofely  made  by  the 
harquebufiers,  whom  the  king  of  Navarre  had  placed 
by  each  fquadron.  A  great  number  of  them  were 
thrown  upon  the  ground,  and  the  fquadrons  of  this 
prince,  which  had  not  ftirr'd  till  the  enemies  were  with- 
in ten  paces  of  them,  having  thruft  and  broke  through 
the  breaches  with  very  fhort,  and,  confequently,  very 
flrong  lances,  pierced  and  prefs'd  them  fo  clofe,  that 
moft  of  them  could  make  no  ufe  of  their  long  lances, 
and  were  obliged  to  heave  them  up  in  the  air,  which,  in 
all  thefe  kinds  of  engagements,  is  a  fign  of  an  approach- 
ing defeat.  Accordingly  it  was  not  long  before  it  ar- 
rived :  The  whole  body  of  the  horfe  was  broken  through 
from  one  end  to  the  other,  attack'd  by  the  two  flanks, 
and  fbon  diffipated  5  and  as  the  infantry  of  the  two 
wings  was  already  routed,  the  battle,  which  lafted  but 
an  hour,  was  intirely  gain'd  by  the  king  of  Navarre. 

That  prince,  upon  this  occafion,  fhew'd  all  the  con- 
duct of  a  very  great  officer,  and  expofed  himfelf  in  the 
hotteft  part  of  the  engagement  as  a  common  foldier. 
The  duke  de  Joyeufe  being  defirous  to  furrender  him- 
felf to  captain  S.  Chriftopber  and  to  Vigmle,  threw  them 
his  fword,  promifing  them  a  ranfbm  of  100000  crowns  5 
but  the  captains  Bordeaux,  des  Centiers,  Lamofke, 
S.  Herat,  coming  up  at  the  fame  inftant,  the  laft  of 
them  fhot  him  "in  the  head  with  a  piftol,  and  killed 
him. 

Such  was  the  iflue  of  the  battle  of*  Coutras,  which 
was  fought  on  the  twentieth  of  Offober.  The  victory 
was  a  compleat  one,  three  thoufand  foot  perifhed  on 
the  fide  of  the  catholicks,  much  cavalry,  and  above 

four 
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•Jj  2X  f°ur  hundred  gentlemen.    The  marquis  de  S. 

1587.    brother  to  the  duke  de  Jowife,  and  many  ether  lords, 

^Y"^  met  ^h  the  fame  fate  as  their  general.     Several  others 

were  taken  prifbners.    The  king  of  Navarre's  lofs  was 

inconfiderable  ;  only  a  few  common  fbldiers  and  five 

gentlemen  were  killed,  and  not  oneperfon  of  diftinftion. 

The  difbrder  and  confufion  that  prefently  arofe  in  the 

duke  de  Joyetife's  fine  troop,  were  the  principal  caufe 

of  his  intire  defeat,  and  the  fomewhat  bloody  victory 

of  his  enemies. 

This  happy  fuccefs  was  fb  much  the  more  agreeable 
to  the  king  oi  Navarre,  as  it  afforded  him  the  glorious 
opportunity  of  being  the  firft  that  had  gain'd  a  battle 
at  the  head  of  a  party,  which,  till  then,  had  always 
been  beaten  in  a  general  aclion,  and  under  the  conduft 
of  the  greateft  fbldiers ;  fuch  as  the  late  prince  ofConde 
and  the  admiral  de  Coligni :  Befides  this,  he  added 
much  to  the  glory  of  his  victory,  by  the  honourable 
and  generous  treatment  he  fhewed  towards  the  van- 
quifhed  5  but  the  little  advantage  he  drew  from  it  was 
an  injury  to  his  reputation. 

Memoiresde     The  point  was  to  refblve  upon  two  advantageous 

Sully.  T.  i.fteps,  either  of  which  it  was  in  his  power  to  take.     One 

"  a4r         was,  to  advance  with  his  victorious  army  towards  the 

Cupper  Loire,  where  Mwglas  had  given  the  rendezvous 

in  his  name  to  the  German  army  $  the  other  was,  to 

make    himfelf  mafler  of  the  provinces  of  XffatOttgf, 

Angcumoh)  'Poifou,  and  that  part  of  Anjou  which  lies 

on  the  other  fide  the  Loire.    All  the  towns  of  thefe 

provinces,  excepting  Poitiers  and  j4ngonkme> ;  were  in 

no  condition  to  refill  him  5  and  he  might  have  fortified 

himfelf  in  fuch  a  manner  there,  as  to  make  head  a  long 

time  againft  all  the  forces  of  the  king  and  the  league. 

But  he  did  neither  the  one  nor  the  other,  at  the  per- 
fuafion  of  the  vifcount  de  'furenne,  who,  upon  that 
occafion,  preferred  certain  private  interefts  to  the  true 
advantages  of  his  mafter.  Eight  days  after  the  battle, 
the  king  of  Navarre  feparated  his  troops  5  one  part  of 
them  he  fent  to  Angownoh,  under  the  command  of  the 
prince  of  Conde  ;  another  cart  he  employed  in  taking 
Several  fmall  pofts  upon  the  river  rifle,  where  many 
more  brave  men  periflied,  than  he  had  loft  at  the  battle 
of  Cotitras'.  He  left  the  vifcount  de  I'ttrenne  to  com- 
mand in  thofe  quarters,  who  performed  no  one  aclion 

there 
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fhere  worthy  of  his  abilities  or  reputation.     He  charged    A.  *D. 
the  prince  of  Gonde  to  go  and.  put  himfelf  at  the  head     i  fgy. 
of  the  Germans,  who  were  abfblutely  refblved  to  have  s/"Wi 
a  prince  of  the  blood  for  their  leader,  and  fet  forward 
with  the  earl  of  SoijfinS,  being  guarded  by  a  body  of 
horfe,  in  order  to  go  to  JBearn. 

The  memoirs  of  the  perfbns  of  his  court,  who  were  Men»tra<H 
the  beft  affected  to  him,  will  not  pardon  him  this  great  SuUy- 
fault ;  and  one  of  them  *  thought  himfelf  very  favour-»D'AubigD5 
able  to  him,  when  he  faid,  That  it  was  the  greateft  ofl 
this  nature  which  that  prince  committed.     They  give 
us  to  understand,  that  it  was  not  fo  much  the  vifcount 
de  'Titirenne's  reafbns,    which   prevailed  upon  him  to 
take  that  refolution,  as  the?  paffion  by  which  he  fuffer'd 
himfelf  to  be  too  much  guided,  and  that  he  was  ex- 
ceeding glad  of  the  pretence  of  fome  affairs,  and  chiefly 
of  that  of  his  fifter  s  marriage,  to  go  to  Beam  to  pay 
the  homage  of  his  victory  to  the  countefs  de  Gram7nontt 
to  whom  he  prefented  the  ftandards  of  twenty  com- 
panies of  ordonance,  which  he  had  taken  at  the  battle 
of  Contras. 

The  news  of  the  duke  de  Jbysufe's  defeat  greatly 
ftartled  the  court  5  but  poffibly  the  king  Would  not 
have  been  much  troubled  at  this  misfortune  of  the 
leaguers,  if  it  had  not  been  attended  with  the  con- 
juncture of  the  irruption  of  the  Germans  into  France. 
Atprefent,  therefore,  I  /hall  juft  touch  upon  the  me- 
thods that  were  taken  to  divert  this  tempeft,  which 
was  going  to  fall  upon  the  kingdom,  and  which,  in  re- 
gard to  the  fituation  of  affairs  at  that  time,  expofed  it 
to  one  of  the  greateft  dangers,  that  it  had  ever  reafbn  to 
be  afraid  of. 

The  foreign  army  was  compofed  of  above  eight 
thoufand  reifters,  five  thoufand  lanfquenets,  and  fix- 
teen  thoufand  Sxifs  of  the  proteftant  cantons  5  and 
when  it  was  joined  by  the  troops  of  the  duke  of  Bou- 
«  \llon-t  by  thole  which  Cbatillon,  fbn  of  the  late  admiral 
de  Coligm  commanded,  and  by  fome  other  recruits,  it 
amounted  to  the  number  of  thirty-five  or  forty  thoufand 
men. 

The  baron  eDonawt  lord  of  one  of  the  moft  illuftri- 
ous  families  of  ^ruffia^  was  at  the  head  of  this  army. 
He  was  conftantly  to  have  the  command  of  the  German 
troops  5  but  the  general  command  was  defign'd  for  the 

duke 
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JJ.  2).  duke  of  Bouillon,  as  foon  as  he  arrived,  'till  the  coming 
of  the  king  of  Navarre,  or  the  prince  of  Cw.de. 

The  king,  to  oppofe  this  inundation  of  'oreigners, 
according  to  the  defign  he  had  agreed  upon  with  the 
duke  ofGtdfe  at  the  conferences  held  at  Me&uxt  divided 
his  troops  into  three  bodies:  The  firfl  drew  up  at 
ChAumont  in  'Bafigni,  and  was  to  march  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  duke  of  Guife  :  The  fecond  at  1roye> 
which  was  to  be  commanded  by  the  duke  de  Montfen- 
fier  j  and  the  third  at  Glen  upon  the  Loire,  where  the 
king  had  fixed  his  poft,  and  was  to  command  in  per- 
ion. 

The  duke  of  Guife's  body  was  the  leaft  numerous, 
that  of  the  duke  de  Montpenfar  was  ftronger  j  he  after- 
wards join'd  the  king's  army,  where  there  were  more 
troops  than  in  both  the  others  together.  When  the 
flrangers  hadpaffed  the  Rhine,  the  duke  of  Gtufe  joined 
his  forces  to  thofe  of  the  duke  of  Lorraine.  They 
marched  together  by  the  fide  of  the  enemies,  who 
ravaged  all  the  country  of  Lorraine  j  but  could  not 
make  themfelves  matters  of  any  one  town,  faving  Sar- 
tourg,  which  they  abandon'd  after  they  had  pillaged  it. 
When  they  had  pafled  the  Mettfe  at  Neufchatel,  the 
duke  of  Lorraine  feparated  himfelf  from  the  duke  of 
Gtiife,  under  pretence  that  he  could  not  enter  the  king- 
dom without  the  king's  permiflion,  and  the  duke  of 
Guife  had  only  four  thoufand  men  left  5  but  was  re- 
inforced afterwards  with  two  thousand  more,  who  were 
brought  him  by  the  dukes  of  Mayenne,  £umale,  and 
Ittbeuf,  the  count  de  £rijjhc  and  monfieur  de  Qoallgnl. 

All  his  bufinefs  was  to  harafs  the  enemies  army,  to 
intercept  their  provifions,  and  take  away  their  forage, 
and  they  fuffered  extremely  by  his  aclivity  :  They 
pafled  the  Seine  above  Chatillon,  and  arrived  about  the 
middle  of  OMer,  within  fight  of  la  Charite  upon  the 
Loire.  It  was  by  this  city  that  the  duke  of  %)eux- 
fonts  had  formerly  opened  himfelf  a  paffage  over  the 
Loire  $  but  it  was  well  guarded.  The  fords  both  above 
and  below,  were  either  broken,  or  fenced  with  excellent 
intrenchments  5  and  the  proteftants  were  much  fur  prized 
to  underftand  that  the  king  was  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
river  in  perfon,  with  a  powerful  army  to  difpute  the 
paflage  with  them. 

ThU 
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This  prince  was  at  laft  awakened  out  of  his  pro-  Jl.  2X 
found  lleep,  and  began  to  appear  the  fame  man  that 
he  was  formerly  at  the  battles  of  Jarnac  and  Mon- 
contour^  always  on  horfe-back,  giving  and  caufing  his 
orders  to  be  executed,  taking  care  of  every  thing, 
difcharging  all  the  duties  of  a  vigilant  and  excellent 
leader,  capable  of  putting  an  end  to  the  misfortunes  of  his 
government,  if  they  had  not  been  16  inveterate,  for  want 
of  fpeedily  applying  an  effectual  remedy,  by  a  con- 
duel  like  that  which  he  obferved  when  it  was  too 
late. 

ThsGermans  defigned  to  attempt  the  ford  of  Nettvyi 
but  durft  not  venture,  when  they  came  to  take  a  view 
of  it,  as  well  upon  account  of  the  intrenchments4 
which  were  well  furnifhed  with  mufqueteers  to  defend 
it,  as  becaufe  of  three  boars,  that  were  ready  armed 
upon  the  river,  to  fall  upon  their  flank,  if  they  offer 'd 
to  attempt  thepaffage. 

Here  the  baron  %)<mawt  being  greatly  difappointed, 
made  heavy  complaints  to  the  French  officers,  for 
having  brought  him  rhither  to  deftroy  his  troops  with- 
out being  able  to  draw  a  fwqrd,  and  declared  to  them, 
that  he  was  refblved  to  return  to  Germany,  whatever 
dangers  he  expecled  ro  meet  with  in  the  retreat. 

This  declaration  greatly  aftonifhed  the  French 
officers.  They  ufed  all  their  endeavours  to  appeafe 
him ;  and  after  feveral  expedients,  none  of  which 
fatisfied  the  baron,  they  perfuaded  him  to  wait,  at 
leatt,  for  the  return  of  a  courier,  whom  they  had  di£ 
patched  to  the  king  of  Navarre,  and  made  a  propofal 
to  him,  of  carrying  bis  troops  to  la  Beaitffe,  a  fat 
country,  where  there  was  plenty  of  forage  and  corn, 
and  he  might  fir^d  an  opportunity  of  fupplying  the 
pay  that  was  due  to  his  foldiers,  by  the  pillage  of 
fome  town. 

At  length  he  accepted  this  offer,  being  unable  to 
think  of  any  thing  better,  and  on  the  next  day  the  army 
marched  forward  for  la  BeanJ/e,  and  came  to  the 
country  about  Montargh-,  having  the  river  Loin  upon 
the  right,  and  being  conftantly  attended  by  the  duke  of 
Guife  on  the  other  fide  that  river,  which  it  wa<?  in  his 
power  to  pafs  whenever  he  pleafed,  being  matter  of 
Montargis  and  other  paffages,  without  any  fear  of  the 
enemy's  being  able  to  come  at  him. 

VOL,  IV.  O  The 
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The  baron  ^Donarjc  took  up  his  lodging  at  Vimori  on 
the   twentieth  of  O&ober^  with  ieven  or  eight  com 
panies  of  reifters,  a  league  from  Motitarg/st  and  dif- 
perfed  his  troops  in  very  diftant  quarters  ior  the  con- 
venience of  fubiifting.     The  duke  of  Gt/ife  was  exactly 
informed  of  this  dilpofal  of   the  enemy's   troops,  and 
of  their  negligence  in  keeping  guard,  by  captain  frata 
.y..,       -  an   Albe.mh,  refblved   to  give   them  a  camifado,  ar- 
'  '  'rived  in  the  night  at  Vimori^  and  caufed  the  borough 
.  vila       to  be  aflaulted.    The  fight  was  very  obitinate,  and,  if 
cit.  V'     ^'we  may  believe  the  duke  of  G^/ye's  panegyrics,  this 
Memoires  de  prince  had  all  the  advantage  $  but  if  the  relations   of 
h  Ligue.T.the  calvinifts  are   to  be  credited,  and  even  thole   of 
D'Aubigne,  ibme    catholicks  alfb,  there   were  many  more  ot  his 
T.  3.  L  i.  c.  men  killed,  than  of  the  Germans.    Be  that  as  it  will, 
o '«  T  i  r^e   ru*n  °^  ^e  German  bagga-ge,  \\hich   was  partly 
.  plunder'd  and  partly  burnt,  by  letting  fire  to  the  borough, 
was  the  greatefl  advantage  which  the  duke  of  Guife 
reaped  from  this  expedition  :  For  that  was  the  caufe 
that  three  days  after,  the  reifters  mutinied,  and  were 
very  near  refuming  their  refolution,   of  returning  into 
their  own  country,  or  furrendring  to  the  king.     But 
during  thefe  tranfaclions,  the  news  of  the  victory  at 
Controls  arrived,  and  thefalfe  report  which  had  at  firfl 
been  fpread  abroad,  concerning  the  death  of  the  king 
of  Navarre  in  the  battle,  being  removed,  the  Germans 
recovered  their  courage,  to  which  alfo  the  taking  of 
Chateau-London  contributed,  which  Chatillon  carried 
by  ftorm  after  much   refiftance  5  the  pillage  was  left 
to  the  reifters,  and  the  ranibm  of  the  priibners  was  alfb 
diftributed  among  them.* 

From  thence  they  march'd  to  the  little  river  of  Some, 
which  runs  through  Etamfles,  and?  turning  towards 
dartres  in  Noveitfer,  they  came  up  within  two  leagues 
of  this  city,  being  conftantly  followed  by  the  dukes  of 
Guife  and  Efperitctti  whom  the  king,  after  paffing  the 
Zaire,  had  caufed  to  advance  on  that  fide  with  his 
van. 

Hither  the  prince  of  Conti  came  to  put  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  this  army,  which  he  found  in  a  very 
miferable  condition,  ancl  upon  the  point  of  being  yet 
made  weaker  by  half  their  number,  through  the  ne- 
gotiation which  the  Swrfs  were  carrying  on  with  the 
king,  in  confequente  of  the  remonftrances,  which  he 

had 
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had  caufed  to  be  made  under-hand  to  their  heads  j  for  A.  2). 
that  contrary  to  the  treaties  of  alliance  fo  often   re-    15-87. 
newed  with  the  cantons,  they  bore  arms  againft  him  inv-*"V"N-/ 
his  own  kingdom. 

Indeed  the  duke  de  Nevers  reprefented  to  them  Memoirei  de 
with  fo  much  force  and  perluafion,  the  danger  they  Kcver|.T-2- 
were  all  in  of  periming  miferably  with  the  Germans  ;. 
adding  to  his  remonitrances,  the  offer  of  400000 
crowns,  which  the  king  promifed  them,  that  at  laft 
they  determined  to  forlake  the  army.  As  foon  as  they 
hlid  declared  their  refblurion,  the  German  troops  were 
in  an  extreme  coniternation,  which  was  greatly  jn- 
creafed  by  a  new  accident  which  happened  to  them  at 
the  lame  time  that  the  S-ivifs  were  preparing  to  retire 
with  their  baggage. 

This  accident  was  the  attack  of  the  little  town  of 
AulneaU)  where  the  baron  tDcna-tv,  with  great  part  of 
his  reifters,  had  remained  three  days.  The  duke 
Gulfs  furprized  him  there,  when  he  was  upon  thc 
point  of  march  mg  off.  This  enterprize  was  conducted 
with  all  imaginable  pruden.ce,  and  executed  with  much 
valour  Twelve  hundred  Germans  were  killed  upon 
that  occafion,  ind  many  others  taken  prifbners.  The 
baron  forced  his  paflage  fword  in  hand,  and  came  to 
join  the  Sxifs  and  ChatiUon  at  a  league  diftance. 

This  defeat  determined  the  Germans  to  follow  the 
example  of  the  S't'ifs,  and  treat  with  the  king.  The 
negotiations  lafted  <ome  days,  and  at  length  the  treaty 
was  concluded  at  Marfigni  on  the  eighth  of  ^December^ 
both  with  the  Germans  and  the  French  of  their  army, 
upon  the  following  conditions. 

That  the  French  fhould  be  at  liberty  to  return  to  their 
houfes,  conForming  themfelves  fo  the  king's  edicts, 
and  that  they  mould  be  reftor'd  to  the  poffeflion  of 
their  eftates,  provided  they  fwore  never  to  take  up 
arms  in  the  kingdom,  without  his  exprefs  command. 

That  thofe  of  the  French*  that  would  not  continue 
in  France^  fhould  be  at  liberty  to  depart  with  the 
foreign  troops  and  replevy  of  their  eftates,  upon  con- 
dition of  taking;  the  oath  abovementioned,  ani  fur- 
rendrinc;  their  colours. 

As  for  the  Grangers,  it  was  agreed  to  give  them  a 

pa(Tport  to  the  neareft   i'ronrier  of  the  kingdom,  upoa 

condition  that  the  colonels,  captains,  and  reit-rmfters 

O  2  ihould 
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Jl.  2X    fliould  take  an  oath  never  to  bear  arms  irr  France 
15-87.     againft  the  ting,  nor  to  re-enter  the  kingdom  without 
**^\~*J  his  order. 

That  they  fhould  be  allowed  to  carry  off  their 
colours,  but  not  to  difplay  them  in  the  march  5  that 
they  fhould  commit  no  a£t  of  hoilility  during  their 
return,  nor  carry  off  any  prifoners  $  and  that  upon  thefe 
conditions,  they  fliould  be  furnifhed  with  fubfiftence 
to  the  frontier. 

This  treaty  being  flgned,  the  Gennans  enter'd 
upon  their  march  for  jLorrainet  upon  .  the  borders 
of  which  they  committed  great  ravages,  to  be  re- 
venged for, the  marquifs  de  Pout's  carrying  away  part 
of  their  baggage.  Moft  of  them  died  upon  the 
road  thro'  fatigue  or  ficknefs,  and  very  few  reached 
their  own  country. 

The  cafe  was  almoft  the  fame  with  the  *?zw/5,  fbme 
colonels  and  captains  of  whom  were  punifhed  by  their 
lords  for  having  given  the  king  fatisfaclion.  The 
duke  de  Soitill&K  retired  to  Geneva,  where  he  died, 
either  of  grief  or  fatigue,  on  the  eleventh  of  January 
following.  Henry  prince  of  Ccnde  did  not  furvive 
him  two  months,  dying  at  S.  John  sf^geli  at  the  age 
of  thirty  five,  in  March  the  fame  year.  The  phy- 
iicians  difcovered  fome  marks  of  poifon  upon  the 
opening  of  his  body.  He  was  a  prince,  whofe  courage 
perfectly  anfwered  to  the  name  he  bore;  but  whofe 
ambition,  and  the  jeaioufy  which  he  had  conceived 
againft  the  kin?,  of  Navarre,  hindcr'd  him  doing  his 
party  as  much  iervice  as  lay  in  his  power. 

Before  we  fpeak  of  the  confequences    which    fol- 
lowed this  entire  ruin  of  the  German  and  Swifs  army, 
and  of  the  effects  which  it  produced,    I    fhall  juft 
mention  the  moft  confiderable  tranfaclions  in  jDau- 
•pb'my  and  the  neighbourhood,  during  this  campaign. 
This  was  almoft  the  only  place  where  any  thing  re- 
markable happen'd,  becaufe  the  whole  forces  of  both 
parties  were  chiefly  employed  upon  the  frontiers  of 
Guyenne,  and  between  the  rivers  of  Loire  and  Seine. 
n'Aubigne,       Lefligiiieres  made  himfelf  mafter  of  fevfral  little 
T  j.  1.  c.  c.  p0fts  jn  this  province,  to  ftrengthen  himfelf,  and  main- 
Memciresdeta'rt  the  war  there.     On  the  other  hand,    fome  catho 
fa  Ligue.T.?.  lick  gentlemen  getting  together,  fiirprized  the  city  of 
Monttlimar>  and  prepared  to  force  the  caftle,  having 

chofea,. 
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chofen  Francis  de  la,  Baume,    count  Suze  for  their 
head. 

Several  hugonot  gentlemen  having  repaired  to  the 
caftle,  in  order  to  undertake  the  defence  of  it,  received 
a  recruit  of  iome  othets  from  Lefiiguieres.  The  fieur 
deVoet,  who  commanded  in  the  caftle,  Tallied  out 
with  the  whole  garrifbn,  and  gave  the  aflault  to  the 
intrerichments,  which  the  catholicks  had  made,  to 
facilitate  the  attack  from  .  the  town.  He  fell  upon 
them  at  the  right,  and  gave  the  left  to  captain  r.1- 
cheret.  They  were  repulled  at  the  firft  afl'aulr,  and 
forced  the  intrenchments  at  the  fecond.  The  count 
de  Suze  coming  up  immediately  at  the  head  of  a  body 
of  horle  to  charge  them,  was  mortally  wounded  by 
the  /hot  of  an  harquebufs.  The  leader  being  re- 
moved, a  terror  leized  the  troops;  The  calvinifts 
puriued  them  with  their  fwords  in  their  backs, 
and  near  two  thoufaud  catholicks  perifhed  upon  the 
occafion. 

This  advantage  was  counterbalanced  by  the  defeat  c- 
of  three   thoufand  Swift,    that    came   to  join  Lefdi- 
guieres,  who  were  intirely  routed   by  Alplonfa  d*0r- 
nai20>  colonel  of  the  Corfes,  who  were  in   the  king's 
fervice. 

This  prince,  after  the  fuccefsful  campaign  that  he 
had  made,  returned  to  'Paris,  where  he  arrived  two 
days  before  Ckriftmafs,  and  deferved  to  be  received  as 
the  deliverer  of  the  itate  :  For  it  the  bottom,  it  was  Jr!j|U3nu'' 
he  that  faved  it,  by  preventing  the  foreign  army  from  *  7' 
pafling  the  Loire,  through  the  wife  precautions  he  took 
to  render  the  paflage  impracticable.  This  was  the 
thing  that  di {concerted  all  their  meafures,  that  reduced 
them  to  the  laft  extremity,  that  ruined  them,  and 
obliged  them  tatlepart  the  kingdom,  by  a  treaty  as 
di  (honourable  to  them,  as  it  was  glorious  for  the 
French  nation. 

But  the  malice  and  treachery  of  the  fafrion  of  fix- 
teen,  and  the  other  partilans  of  the  houfc  of  Guife, 
had  already  too  much  prevailed.  They  cea(ed  not  to 
calumniate  this  prince,  to  conceal  and  diminifh  every 
thing  that  might  attraft  the  efteem  and  love  of  his 
fubiefts  to  him,  and  to  mifreprefent  his  intentions.  It 
was  always  he  that  caufed  the  foreign  army  to  enter 
the  kingdom.  It  was  the  duke  of  Gtiife  alone  that 
O  3  had 
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jj  <j)  bad  defeated  it.  The  camifades  of  Vimorl  and  Aul- 
1587.  J2eaui  were  exploits  equal  to  thole  of  the  greateil  coni' 
\^^f^/  manders,  and  mafter-pitces  of  the  party  ijt  the  latety 
Matrhieu.1.8.  of  the  ftate.  In  making  the  treaty  with  the- Ge rmans, 
be  had  been  envied  the  glory  of  deftroying  them 
univerfally.  All  the  talk  was  of  the  encomiums  which 
the  pope,  the  king  of  Spain,  and  the  duke  of  Savoy 
had  given  this  chriftjan  hero  5  the  pulpit  refbunded  his 
praifes.  They  thought  it  a  favour  to  give  the  king 
fome  lhare  only  in  the  victory  5  and  put  a  -kind  of 
force  upon  themfelves  in  repeating  thofe  words  of 
Icriprure  in  their  fermons  j  Saul  has  killed  his  thou- 
fa-nds,  but  David  Iris  ten  thovfands  j  which  foon  cam* 
to  be  the  common  cry  of  the  people,  fb  that  nothing 
elfe  was  heard  in  'Paris,  even  in  the  market  places  and 
balls. 

Several  curates  ofTaris,  the  moft  prefumptuous  of 
which  were  frevot,  curate  of  S  Severiny  and  Boucher, 
curate  of  S.  Sennet y  obferved  no  farther  meafures  of 
decency  or  regard.  Tbefe  incendiaries  had  already 
corrupted  great  part  of  the  faculty  of  theology  at  'Paris. 
The  firft  and  moft  criminal  ftep  taken  by  the  doctors, 
was  upon  the  fixteenth  of  December  this  year  1587, 
in  a  private  meeting,  where  a  caleof  confcience,  which 
Oyet  pref.  was  propofed  to  them,  was  thus  decided,  That  princes 
.  £u£  j  de  might  be  deprived  of  the  government,  when  they  did 
votatf,  a s  they  ought,  as  well  as  a  fufpeffed  protector  of 
the  adminifirs.thn.  % 

An  outrage  of  this  confequence,  deferved  fomething 
more  than  a  reproof,  which,  however,  the  king  con- 
tented bimfelf  with.  The  menaces  which  he  made, 
without  executing,  were  look'd  upon  as  aflurances  of 
impunity  for  the  future.  The  guifty  being  perfuaded, 
that  they  forbore  to  ptmifli  them,  only  becaufe  they 
durft  not  do  it,  became  more  daring,  and  made  ufe 
of  that  to  improve  their  power  with  the  populace,  and 
-to  animate  them  more  and  more  againft  the  king. 

In  the  mean  time  the  duke  of  Gnife  came  to  tfaticy 
in  February,  where  the  chief  heads  of  the  faction 
were  aflembled;  and,  among  other  things,  it  was  con- 
cluded, that  the  king  ftiould  be  required  to  take  ef- 
fectual means  for  the  deftruftion  of  nerefy  in  the  king- 
4om,  and  to  put  thofe  means  in  execution.  The  me- 
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moir  *  that  was  lent  to  him  upon  that  occafion,  con- 
tain'd  a  great  number  of  articles,  moft  of  which  tend- 
ed to  deitroy  intirely  the  royal  authority. 

Befides  tne  publication  of  the  council  of  Trent,  and 
the  eftabli  foment  of  a  tribunal  of  the  inq 
which  were  demanded  of  him,  the  king  was  defired  to 
put  the  moft  important  towns  of  the  kingdom  into  the 
hands  of  certain  perfbns,  whom  they  nominated  to  him, 
with  a  power  to  caufe  citadels  to  be  built  in  them,  to 
keep  fuch  garrifons  as  they  thought  proper,  to  caufe 
the  eftates  of  all  the  herericks  to  be  ibid  for  the  fbldiers 
pay,  and  to  difcharge  the  debts  contracted  by  the 
heads  of  the  catholick  troops  5  and  that  the  money 
which  aroie  from  thence,  fhould  be  committed  to  the 
cuftody  of  fuch  as  they  fhould  mention  to  the  king, 
without  power  to  put  it  to  any  orher  ufes. 

The  king  having  received  this  paper,  could  not  for-D-  y^y^ 
bear  dropping  fome  fighs  as  he  read  it  $  bur  refraining loc.  dt.b 
him(elf,  he  made  as  if  he  did  not  greatly  difapproveMaithieu.i.8. 
of  it£  bat  was  determined  to  purfue  the  hugonotsCayet.T.  i. 
more  vigoroufly  than  ever,  to  carry  the  war  intofrWBto^ 
and  to  fet  down  before  Rochelle  with  the  duke  of  Gtiife. 
But  let  the  king  do  what  he  wou'd,  all  his  fteps,  and 
all  his  words,  were  taken  in  ill  part,  and  malicioufly 
interpreted  by  the  fixteen,  and  thole  of  their  faction. 
Their  prefumption   increafed  daily,    as  well  as  the 
king's  difficulties  and  timoroufncfs,  who  contented  him- 
felf  with  complaining  and  threatning  fometimes,  but 
without  aft  ing. 

The  week  before  Eafter  he  fent  for  the  chief  of 
fixteen,  and,  among  others,  the  prefident  de  NeuillKp 
to  whom  he  gave  a  fevere  rebuke,  and  threatned  to 
leize  him  and  all  his  faction,  if  they  did  not  forbear. 
This  menace  frightned  them  ib,  that  they  fent  to  the 
duke  of  Guife,  defiring  him  to  come,  without  delay, 
to  their  affiltance  ;  which  he  promifed  to  do,  and  re- 
pair'd  to  Soijfims,  where  he  had  a  conference  with  the 
cardinal  de  'Bowlon  j  defining  to  go  from  thence  to 
tParis,  as  fbon  as  he  fhould  be  perfectly  inftrucled  con- 
cerning the  flate  of  afFairs,  and  what  he  might  depend 
upon  with  regard  to  the  tparijiaus. 

In  the  mean  time,  he  order'd  them  to  furnifh  them- 

felves  with  a  fufficient  quantity   of  arms  in  all  the 

wards  of  the  city,  and  appointed  five  out  of  the  num- 

O  4  her 
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./£  2).   ber  of  fixteen,  where  they  fhould  aflemble  in  cafe  of 
1588.    need,  to  the  intent  their  forces  might  not  be  too  much 
V^"Y*\J  divided.     He  fent  ibme  lords  and  officers  of  the  army 
before,  who  were  perions  of  authority  and  experience, 
to  take  up  their  lodgings  in  different  places,  that  they 
might  be  in  a  condition  to  head  the  citizens.     Some 
others   went  to  lodge  at  AtlberuttRtrSi  la  Villete,  S. 
Ouen,  and  S-  1)enys,  where  they  might  be  join'd  in  a 
ftiort  time  by  five  hundred  troopers  diftributed  there- 
abouts. 

The  court  had  fome  notice  of  thefe  preparations, 
and  of  a  meeting  of  the  fixteen,  which  was  held  in 
the  houfe  of  la  Chafelle,  one  of  the  moft  factious  per- 
fons  of  the  party.  The  king  called  a  council  upon  the 
occafion  $  but  no  other  refolution  was  taken,  laving 
that  the  king  fliould  fend  the  duke  of  Giiife  an  order 
to  prohibit  him  coming  to  'Paris.  'Pomfonius  de  Bel- 
li evre  was  intrufted  with  this  mefTage.  The  duke  an- 
iwer'd  only,  with  complaints  of  the  fufpicions  which 
his  enemies  were  continually  fuggefting  into  the  king's 
mind  againft  him.  After  much  difcourfe,  Bellievre 
having  obtained  a  promife  of  him  to  fiifpend  his 
march  for  three  days,  in  order  to  wait  for  the  anfwer 
of  the  court,  returned.  A  difpatch  from  Swifferland 
requiring  a  fpeedy  anfwer,  caufed  the  king  to  retain 
jBellievrc  at  'Paris,  and  they  contented  themfelves  with 
fending  a  courier  to  carry  the  anfwer  in  writing.  The 
courier,  not  meeting  with  any  money  at  the  treafurer's 
//<?/' Fffagne  to  pay  his  paflage,  put  the  packet  into 
the  poft.  The  duke  of  Guife  protefted  afterwards, 
that  he  received  neither  this  letter,  nor  any  other  that 
had  been  directed  to  him  the  fame  way.  Thus  having 
waited  five  or  fix  days  for  Bellievre's  return,  he  looked 
upon  the  treatment  they  /hewed  him  as  a  contempt, 
and  being  continually  prefs'd  by  the  Tarifims^  he  re- 
fblved  to  fet  forward. 

So  he  parted  from  SoiJJbfi^  and  entred  'Paris  upon 
the  ninth  of  May  about  noon,  attended  only  with 
eight  gentlerren,  and  went  to  light  at  the  nunnery  of 
the  repenting  maids,  where  he  knew  the  queen  mother 
then  was.  The  manner  in  which  (he  received  him,  fuf- 
ficiently  difcovered  to  him  her  fright  and  concern. 

After  a  fhort  dilcourfe,  in  which  he  endeavour'd  to 
juftify  his  condu^l,  the  queen  lent  Verderwne  to  the 

king, 
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king,  to  acquaint  him  of  the  duke  of  Gttife's  arrival,  ^  y). 
and  to  know  whether  it  was  his  pleafure  that  fhe  fhould  j  gg  " 
bring  him  to  him,  as  the  duke  had  defir'd  her. 

The  king,  equally  furprized  and  incenled  at  his  pi 
furaption,  itood  fpeechlefs  a  while,  and  then  aniwer'd 
in  the  affirmative.  The  king's  firlr,  thought  was  to 
have  him  ftabb'd  immediately  upon  his  entring  the 
Louvre  j  Villequier  and  laGitiche,  who  were  prefent, 
apprehended  this  by  feme  words  that  fell  from  him. 
They  laid  before  him  the  danger  to  which  he  would 
expoie  his  perfon  ;  that  the  duke's  death  would  be  no 
fooner  known,  than  he  would  lee  an  hundred  thoufand 
men  in  arms  inverting  the  Louvre ;  and  that  the  whole 
court  and  his  majefty  would  be  the  firft  facrifke  to 
the  fury  of  a  populace,  whom  they  could  not  rcftrain 
within  bounds. 

The  king  was  moved,  but  not  fully  perfwaded  by 
this  reafon  j  but  it  was  the  difpofition  of  this  prince- 
to  pafs  eafily  from  a  iettled  defign  to  irrefolution,  and 
from  that  to  the  contrary. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  queen  went  into  her  chair  to 
go  to  the  Louvre  with  the  duke  of  Guije,  who  followed 
her  on  foot.  Scarcely  did  the  people  regard  her  at 
all  5  all  the  falutations,  and  all  the  acclamations  were 
for  the  duke  of  Guife^  nothing  could  be  heard,  but 
God  prefer ve  Guife,  God  preferve  the  defender  of  the 
church  and  catholick  religiw,  thefaviour  of  Paris.  He 
anfwer'd  to  all  thefe  applaules  by  the  gayety  of  his 
countenance,  holding  his  hat  in  his  hand,  bowing  on 
the  right  and  left  with  that  obliging  popular  air 
which  was  natural  to  him,  and  which  'till  then  had 
been  but  of  too  great  advantage  to  him,  with  regard 
to  thofe  whom  he  undertook  to  ieduce. 

Being  entrcd  the  Louvre ,  he  was  conduced  to  the 
chamber  of  the  young  queen,  who  was  in  bed.  The 
king,  who  entred  immediately  after,  ask'd  him,  with 
a  very  fevere  countenance.  Who  brought  you  here  ? 
The  duke,  beginning  to  juftify  himfelf,  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  king,  who  turning  to  Sellievre,  ask'd 
him,  if  he  had  not  aflured  him,  that  the  duke  of 
Guife  would  not  come  to  Paris  ?  Did  not  you  tell  me 
fo,  monfieur  ?  replies  SeHievre,  fpeaking  to  the  duke 
of  Gttife  :  But,  monfieur,  fays  the  duke,  did  not  you 
promife  me  to  to  return  to  Soijjbxs  within  three  days? 

It 
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A.  fD.  I*  "  tvu.etanfweKBellievre  ;  but  you  have  received  two 
if 88-  letters,  in  which  I  repeated  the  king's  orders  to  you, and 
*»*-y^^  acquainted  you  with  the  reafons  that  prevented  my 
returning  to  SoiJJbns.  Upon  which  the  duke  of  Gtiije 
protefted,  with  iblemn  oaths,  that  he  had  not  received 
his  letters,  and  repeated  what  he  had  begun  to  fay  at 
firft,  that  he  was  come  for  no  other  reafon,  but  to  de- 
fend himielf  from  the  calumnies  of  his  enemies,  and 
to  aflure  his  majefty  of  the  fincerity  of  his  intentions, 
and  of  his  attachment  to  his  fervice.  Is  it  ib?  fays 
the  king,  you  fhall  juftify  yourielf  by  your  conducT:, 
and  I  will  judge  of  your  intentions  by  the  effefts. 

The  duke  ofGtiiJe  made  no  reply,  and  having  bow'd 
with  profound  reverence,  he  withdrew.  How  fhort 
ibever  this  conference  was,  it  appeared  very  long  to 
him.  He  went  out  of  the  Louvre  with  a  fixed  refolu- 
tion  never  to  return  thither  any  more  without  a  large 
attendance,  and  too  happy  in  having  got  off  The 
people  made  a  great  fhout  at  his  return,  and  attended 
him  in  a  kind  ot  triumph  back  to  his  hotel. 

The  reft  of  the  day>  and  all  the  night,  the  court 
and  city  were  in  continual  noife  and  tumults.  The 
next  day,  being  tfuefday,  the  tenth  of  the  month,  and 
the  day  following,  were  fpent  in  negotiations  ;  and  at 
length  the  king,  feeing  the  infolence  of  the  faction, 
and  the  difpofitions  to  a  general  revolt,  increafe  more 
and  more,  did  that  which  he  Ihould  have  done  at  leaft 
three  days  fboner,  which  was  to  bring  the  Swifs  into 
3Paris%  to  join  them  to  the  French  guards,  and  by 
their  means  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  the  principal 
pofts  of  the  city,  in  order  to  keep  the  citizens  in  awe, 
to  break  off  the  communication  of  the  wards  with 
each  other,  and  to  (eize  the  heads  of  the  revolt. 
Thuanus  On  the  twelfth  of  May^  at  break  of  day,  the  fieur 

D*A°b'  ^e  Canaye*  w^°  commanded  at  the  poft  S.  Honore,  ha- 
Cayet'*T?i.  v'ng  g'ven  tne  keys  of  it  to  the  marquis  ^'0,  the  Sivifs 
entred  immediately  without  any  noife  to  the  number  of 
four  thoufand,  followed  by  two  thoufand  French  foot. 
One  party  was  conduced  to  the  church-yard  of  the 
Jicly  Innocents,  another  to  the  Greve,  and  a  third  to 
Marche-Neuf.  The  French  guards  drew  up  in  arms 
upon  the  'Petit  Wont,  <Pont  S.  Michael,  and  <Pont 
Nojire-2)ame.  Crillon,  colonel  of  the  French  guards, 
had  a  mind  alfo  to  feize  the  Ttace  Mittbert,  a  very 

important 
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important  port  at  that  conjuncture,  becaufe  the  univer- 
fity-quarter,  and  part  of  the  city,  to  the  eaft  and  fbuth 
of  the  river,  were  bounded  by  it;  but  as  he  found  a 
great  multitude  of  people  in  arms  there,  and  had  ex- 
prefs  orders  to  ufe  no  violence,  he  was  forced  to  retire 
againft  his  will,  and  opinion,  which  was  to  get  pofTeffi- 
on  of  this  poft  what  price  fbever  it  coft  him. 

This  prohibition  of  charging  the  populace,  if  there 
had  been  occafion  for  it,  and  the  neglect  of  feizing  the 
Wince  Naiiberty  were  two  of  the  greateft  mi  flakes  that 
cou'd  be  committed  at  this  juncture.  The  firft  ferved 
only  to  incourage  the  feditious,  and  the  fecond  left 
them  matters  of  all  the  quarters  of  the  univerfity,  and 
it  was  there  that  the  infurreftion  began. 

Cruce,  prccureur  an  Chatelet,  one  of  the  moft  vio- 
lent of  the  fixteen,  having  had  notice  by  half  an  hour 
after  four  in  the  morning,  that  the  foldiers  entred  by 
S.  Honore,  fent  three  young  fellows,  to  cry  out,  in  all 
the  ftreets  of  the  univerfity,  ghiarter,  murder,  mur- 
der, which  was  the  fignal  for  all  thofe  of  the  faction 
to  repair  to  their  corps  de  Garde.  The  others,  that 
did  not  belong  to  the  faction,  coming  alfb  out  of  their 
houfes  at  the  noife,  and  asking  what  was  the  matter, 
were  anfwered,  That  Chtttillon,  with  an  infinite  num- 
ber of  hugonots,  was  In  the  fuburbs  of  S.  Germain , 
in  order  to  furprize  the  c?ty.  This  news,  ridiculous 
as  it  was,  made  them  take  up  arms,  and  fellow  the 
faction. 

At  the  fame  time,  the  captains,  and  other  officers 
ot  the  army,  which  the  duke  of  Gtiife  had  at  tpariSy 
dirtributed  themfelves  in  the  feveral  quarters,  to  prefide 
over  the  citizens,  and  prevent  confufion. 

The  count  de  'Brijfac  had  chofen  his  poft  in  the  uni- 
verfity, and  meeting  a  krge  troop  of  fcholars  armed, 
caufed  the  fir  ft  barricade  to  be  made  with  casks,  from 
whence  came  the  name  of  this  battle,  which  was  called 
the  battle  of  barricadoes.  They  were  raifed  with  won- 
derful expedition  in  all  the  ftreets  in  thofe  quarters, 
and  extended  as  far  as  the  little  Chatelet,  on  this  fide 
of  which  by  S.  Severin,  when  Cruce  arrived,  the  offi- 
cers of  the  king's  guard  had  already  placed  centinels  ; 
but  he  caufing  the  mufqueteers  to  pafs  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  ftrect,  "obliged  the  fentinels  to  return  to  the  other 
fide  of  the  Cbatel9f, 

The 
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A.  CD.  The  fame  was  done  in  the  other  parts  of  Paris.  The 
1588.  principal  ftreets  were  chain'd,  the  barricadoes  con- 
tinually  going  forward,  being  fupported  behind  by  a 
large  number  of  mufqueteers,  ana  fbme  great  guns : 
there  were  fome,  by  noon,  advanced  within  fifty  paces 
of  the  Louvre'^  fb  that,  in  a  few  hours,  the  foldiers 
were  every  where  inclofed,  expofed  to  the  musket- 
fhots  from  the  windows,  and  to  the  ftones  with  which 
each  houfe  was  furnifhed  by  unpaving  the  ftreets,  and 
found  themfelves  incapacitated  for  retreating,  or  at- 
tempting to  force  any  paflage,  without  being  over- 
whelm'd  on  all  fides. 

However,  neither  fide  as  yet  attack'd  the  other  5 
the  TarifianSy  and  thofe  that  headed  them,  contenting 
themfelves  with  keeping  the  foldiers  block'd  up.  The 
queen  mother  went  to  the  hotel  de  Guife,  to  permade  the 
duke  to  depart  the  city,  by  giving  him  all  pofTible  aflu- 
rances  of  all  that  he  could  defire  for  himfelf,  for  his 
men,  and  the  citizens  of  faris. 

He  amufed  her,  at  firft,  with  general  anfwers,  with 
feveral  difficulties  which  he  ftarted,  with  the  com- 
plaints, which  he  intermix'd,  at  every  turn,  with  the 
difcourfe  5  expecting  to  be  inform'd  more  exactly  of 
the  ftate  of  affairs ;  and  as  foon  as  he  had  receiv'd 
a  certain  account  of  it,  he  told  her  plainly,  That  it 
was  not  proper  for  him  to  leave  <Paris,  and  abandon  fo 
many  good  catholicks,  who  had  taken  up  arms  only 
in  defence  of  their  lives,  and  their  religion,  to  the  fury 
of  the  king's  evil  counfellors$  protefting  moreover,  that 
he  had  no  hand  in  all  that  had  pafled,  and  that  it 
was  not  in  his  power  to  curb  the  tranfport  of  an  armed 
populace,  that  nad  been  very  unfeafbnably  obliged  to 
revolt. 

At  the  queen's  return,  the  king,  not  knowing  which 
way  to  take,  fent  an  order  to  the  foldiers,  to  quit 
their  pofts,  and  return  to  the  Louvre ;  but  it  was  too 
late :  A  fbldier  having  difcharg'd  a  musket  towards 
the  Marcbe-Netify  where  the  Swifs  were  placed,  they 
began  to  fire  upon  them,  and  throw  ftones  at  them. 
A  fcore  of  them  were  killed  upon  this  occafion,  and 
many  more  wounded.  The  reft,  feeing  the  ftones 
fhower  down  from  all  parts,  began  to  ask  quarter, 
crying  out,  Good  CatkotickSy  beckning  with  their  bon- 
nets, and  fhewins  their  beads. 

Then 
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Then  the  count  de  Sriffac  coming  up,  caufed  the  ^.  2>. 
musket-fhots  to  ceafe,  and  addrefling  himfelf  to  the  15-88. 
gentlemen  that  attended  him,  find  to  them,  laughing, 
1  have  at  laft  found  my  ground :  The  king,  who  faid, 
that  I  was  worth  nothing,  either  upon  land  or  fea,  /hall 
fee,  at  leaft,  that  I  am  good  upon  the  pavement.  This 
was  f^oken  with  relation  to  the  battle  des  jtfzorres, 
u  here  Stro&i  had  been  defeated  at  fea  by  the  marquis 
de  Sarnie  Croix,  and  where  Sriffac  was  prefent,  upon 
which  the  king  being  offended  at  his  turning  to  the 
league,  had  delivered  himfelf  concerning  him  in  fb 
difagreeable  a  manner. 

He  caufed  the  Swifs  to  withdraw  to  the  boucheries 
of  Marcke-Nettf,  after  having  difarmed  them,  while 
the  reft,  together  with  the  French  foldiers,  having 
been  roughly  handled  in  other  places,  were  obliged  to 
cry,  Vive  Gaife,  in  like  manner,  and  to  furrender 
themfelves  to  captain  S.  2>tf«/,  and  fome  others  of  the 
lame  party.  • 

The  duke  of  Gtrije  being  informed  of  thefe  happy 
fuccefles,  came  out  of  his  hotel  with  no  other  arms  but 
his  fword.  As  foon  as  he  appeared,  they  fhouted  with 
frefh  cries  of  joy  where-ever  ne  pafled.  He  went  from 
barricade  to  barricade,  appealing  the  people,  and  hin- 
dring  them  from  doing  any  more  violence  to  the  fol- 
diers. He  order'd  them  to  reft  ore  the  arms,  which 
they  had  taken  from  the  Swiff,  and  caufed  them  to  be 
conducted  to  theZow^reby  the  count  de  Sriffac.  S.Tatil 
had  orders  to  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  French 
guards,  and  to  lead  them  alfb  to  the  Louvre,  but 
with  this  difference,  that  they  were  obliged  to  march 
bare-headed,  trailing  their  arms,  to  give  the  'Parifians, 
as  it  were,  a  relifh  of  the  pleafure  of  their  victory,  by 
this  ffe&acle. 

The  court  was  very  uneafy  during  the  night  that 
followed  this  battle ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  the  facti- 
on of  fixteen  very  much  beftirred  thomfelves,  being 
refblv'd  to  pufh  matters  to  the  utmoft,  and  to  feize  the 
king's  perfon. 

'the  next  day  the  queen  mother,  going  to  the  hotel 
de  Girife,  omitted  nothing  to  perfuade  the  duke  to 
caufe  the  citizens  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  to  come 
and  wait  upon  the  king,  afTuring  him,  that  he  fhould 
iiavs  all  the  fktisfaction  he  couJd  defire.  He  anfwered, 

that 
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JS.  CD.    that  he  would  not  go  to  the  Louvre,    being  fen/ible 
iySS.     of  the  danger  that  he  had  run,  when  he  went  thither 

•"-"V^*  to  juitify  himfelf  upon  his  arrival  at  'Paris.  He  after- 
wards made  a  propofal  for  accommodation,  but  it  was 
a  very  rough  one,  and  which  tended  to  the  putting  the 
whole  power  of  the  kingdom  into  his  hands. 

The  queen,  who  had  readily  undertaken  this  nego- 
tiation, in  hopes  that  it  would  only  coft  her  the  ba- 
nifliment  of  fome  favourites,  which  /he  her/elf  wifli'd, 
in  order  to  recover  the  place  which  they  had  taken 
from  he.r  in  the  government,  was  greatly  furprized 
at  the  duke  of  Guife's  pretenfions  i  fo  that  /he  fent 
yriarf,  Secretary  of  ftate  to  the  king,  to  tell  him, 
that  though  /he  had  oppofed  feveral  of  the 
council,  that  had  advifed  him  to  leave  Paris,  /he 
was  now  of  that  opinion,  and  that  there  was 
infallibly  fome  ill  defign  a  brewing  againft  his 
perfon. 

The  king  receiving  this  advice  about  half  an  hour 
after  five  in  the  evening,  refblved  immediately  to 
withdraw.  The  Swifs  and  French  guards  had  orders 
to  go  before,  and  they  cover'd  over  their  departure 
with  the  pretence  of  removing  all  fear  and  umbrage 
from  the  'Parifians,  by  removing  the  troops  from 
SPtffiL  The  king  afterwards  taking  occafion  to  walk 
in  the  garden  of  the  I'kit tileries,  mounted  on  a  fud- 
den,  with  fome  courtiers,  and  military  officers,  whom 
he  had  intruded  with  the  fecrer.  ,He  pafled  the 
river  at  the  bridge  of  S.  Cloii.i,  and  arrived  the  next 
day  at  Chartres.  The  Tarifiaus  feeing  him  gone, 
and  at  a  great  diftance  off,  abandoned  themfelves  to 
the  moft  outrageous  reproaches  and  imprecations  ima- 
ginable. 

The  tjueen  was  ftill  at  the  hotel  de  Guife,  when 
Menenville  came  to  whifper  the  duke,  that  the 
king  was  gone,  at  which  he  feemed  under  a  great 
conflernation,  and  immediately  told  the  queen  :  Ma- 
dam, you  amufe  me,  and  you  ruine  me.  The  queen 
pretended  to  know  nothing  of  it,  and  this  incident 
having  broken  up  the  conference,  /he  returned  to  the 
Louvre. 

The  duke  of  Guife  being  abfolute  matter  of  Taris, 
took  a.  pride  in  reftoring  order  and  peace  there,  after 
he  had  caufed  fo  much  trouble  and  conrufion  in  it. 

He 
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He  ordered  the  barricadoes  to  be  taken  away,  the  jj  2>. 
chains  to  be  unloofed,  and  the  people  every  where  to  jjgg/ 
lay  down  their  arms.  He  was  immediately  obeyed, 
and  the  next  day  there  was  not  the  leaft  motion  to  be 
difcovered  in  all  this  great  city. 

He  made  himielf  matter  of  the  Baftiiey  and  arfe- 
nal,  and  appointed  BttffMe-Ctere,  procurator  in  par- 
liament, captain  of  them.  This,  odd  and  ridiculous 
choice  was  made  only  in  complaifance  to  the  citizens, 
upon  account  of  this  man's  devotion  to  his  fervice,  and 
his  known  fury  againtt  the  king,  and  the  hugonots. 
He  ieized  the  Chateau  de  Vincenne^  and  de  Corbeil, 
in  order  to  command  the  Seine ,  and  for  fear  left 
faris  fliould  be  intercepted  provifions  on  that  fide. 
The  fieur  de  'Perez/fe,  prevot  ties  Marcfeands,  and  the 
loyal  fherifts  were  depofed,  and  la  Cbafelle  Marteau 
put  in  <Pereufe's  place.  Moft  of  the  colonels,  and 
captains  of  the  quarters  were  changed.  The  fieur 
d'  Aumiy-Segwer^  the  Lieutenant  Civil?  was  obliged 
to  depart  ffaris,  and  la  Bruyere,  the  Lieutenant  <Par- 
ticittier,  continued  at  the  head  of  the  Cloatelet,  and 
maitre  de  la  Police.  The  doctors,  and  preachers  of 
the  faction,  ingroffed  all  the  authority  in  the  faculty 
of  theology  ;  and  by  thefe  means  the  duke  of  Guife 
iecured  to  himielf  the  fbveraign  power  in  'Paris. 

He  took  care  alfo,  not  to  f utter  his  credit  to  be 
weakened  in  the  provinces,  and  fent  a  manifefto  thi- 
ther to  juftify  his  conduct :  The  king  did  the  fame 
on  his  fide.  Thefe  apologies,  and  different  relations 
of  what  had  pafled,  produced  different  effects,  ac- 
cording to  the  different  difpofitions  of  people's  minds, 
and  according  as  the  leaguers  were  more  or  lels  ftrong 
in  the  cities. 

Thus  the  provinces  beginning  already  to  move, 
a  new  civil  war  was  upon  the  point  of  breaking  out 
between  the  catholicks  themfelves,  which  was  very 
much  forwarded  by  the  divifion  of  the  nobility,  and 
becaufe  feveral  lords,  and  gentlemen,  repaired  to  the 
king  to  C/.''t!rtrcs,  and  others  went  to  tparis,  to  offer 
their  fervices  to  the  duke  of  Gitije.  But  notwith- 
ftanding  all  things  feemed  to  confpire  to*a  war,  both 
fides  took  fuch  fteps  as  appeared  fufficient  to  bring 
about  a  peace,  and  the  queen  mother  was  conftamly 
negotiating  at  Taris  with  the  duke  of  Giiije. 

As 
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4  2).  As  the  high  preferment  of  the  favourites,  and  efpe- 
cially  of  the  duke  .4'  Epenion,  was  one  of  the  motives 
of  the  duke  of  Gttife's  jealoufy,  and  that  which  was 
of  moft  ule  to  him,  in  rendring  the  government  odi- 
ous to  the  people,  the  kingrelblved  to  remove  this  lord 
from  court,  and  ibme  days  after,  perfuaded  him  to 
confent  to  lay  down  his  government  of  Normandy, 
which  was  given  to  duke  Francis  of  Montfenfart  Ion 
of  Le-ivis  duke  of  Montpenfier  deceafed  five  or  fix 
years  before  $  but  that  the  duke  £  Epernon  might 
go  off  with  ibme  fhew  of  honour,  he  was  fent  to 
command  in  Angoumois^  and  Xaintwge. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  2>arijutnst  afhamed  of  their 
fault,  or  at  leaft  making  a  ftiew  of  repentance,  fent 
a  deputation  to  the  king,  to  ask  pardon,  by  a  peti- 
tion :  The  parliament,  moft  of  the  members  of  which 
were  faithful  to  the  king,  lent  a  particular  deputation, 
to  intreat  him  to  return  to  'Paris,  and  reftore  tran- 
quillity there,  affuring  him,  that  they  would  ufe  all 
their  authority  to  reclaim  the  people  to  their  obedi- 
ence, and  due  fubrniffion,  to  his  majefty.  The  king 
received  the  deputies  of  the  parliament  very  favour- 
ably, and  appeared  iefs  difpleafed  than  he  really  was, 
with  the  petition  of  the  'Parifiam^  upon  the  account 
of  certain  terms  which  they  had  inferted  in  it,  and 
which  had  touch'd  him  very  fenfibly. 

During  the  duke  of  Gtiife's  negotiations  with  the 
queen  mother,  the  king,  either  becaufe  he  did  not 
think  himielf  conveniently  feated  at  Chartres,  or  to 
make  the  cparifians  fenfible  of  the  injury  his  diftant 
fituation  would  be  to  them,  fet  out  with  his  court, 
and  the  troops  that  he  had  aflembled,  to  go  and  refide 
at  Rodn,  where  he  every  day  received  an  account  of 
what  was  done  at  Paris,  and  waited  the  iiTue  of  it 
there  for  near  a  month. 

Nothing  was  more  advantageous  to  the  king  of 
Navarre^  than  thefe  divifions  of  the  catholick  party  5 
for  if,  after  the  intire  ruin  of  the  foreign  army,  the 
duke  of  Guife  had  joined  the  king,  and  marched  into 
faitou,  and  Guyenne,  with  all  the  catholick  troops, 
according  to  the  propofal  that  was  made  before  the 
barricadoes,  the  hugonots  would  have  been  crufh'd. 

But  if  thefe  divifions  prevented  the  ruin  of  the 
hugonots,  their  forces  were  fo  fmall,  that  they  could 

not 
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hot  make  any  great  progrefs.The  king  of  Navarre  fei^d   j],  <2). 
fome  little  towns,  and  fortified  fome  paflages  in  Beam,    if  88. 
as  well,  on  the  fide  of  France  as  of  Spain,  and  being  af-v— -v-s^J 
terwards  obliged  to  march  into  Xaintonge,  where  his  Cayer.T.  j. 
prefence   was   neceflary,    by   reafon  of  tiie  prince  of 
Comie's  death,  which  happened  a  little  before,  he  could 
not  hinder  Lawardin  from   taking  Martins,   a  fmall 
town    taken    and  re-taken  exceedingly   often  during 
the  civil  wars,  becaule  it  was  of  great  imporrance  to 
cover  Rocbelle  5  but  the  king  of  Navarre  recovered  it?  A^?^t 
again  from  the  catholicks  fome  time  after.  c.  r,  a. 

Nothing  more  memorable  pafled  in  'Daupkiny,  and 
the  marelchal  de  Mmtmorency  continued  very  quiet 
in  his  government  of  Lang ttedcc,  waiting  for  the  turn 
that  affairs  fhould  take,  and  what  the  queen  mo- 
ther's negotiations  for  peace,  with  the  duke  of  Guife^ 
would  come  to  $  which  at  laft  was  concluded,  and 
moft  of  the  articles  were  agreeable  to  thole  of  the 
treaty  of  Nemoun. 

By  this  peace,  the  king  re-united  himfelf  with  the 
leaguers,  in  order  to  carry  on  the  war  againlt  the 
hugonots  with  the  utmoft  vigour,  till  they  had  utterly 
exterminated  them  out  of  France.  He  left  the  league 
the  towns  of  lecurity  which  he  had  granted  them^ 
and  added  fome  others  to  them.  Almoft  every  thing 
that  he  did,  upon  this  occafiort,  tended  to  the  dimi- 
nution of  his  authority,  and  to  augment  that  of  the 
heads  of  the  league.  There  was  fcarcely  more  than 
one  article  that  was  of  any  real  advantage  to  him, 
and  that  was  the  furrendring  the  Saftile  up  into  his 
power,  which  was  never  executed.  He  fi^n'd  this 
treaty  at  Roan,  and  having  caufed  %e  %)eu?n  to  be  Gayet,  T.  r. 
fung  in  the  cathedral,  for  a  peace  fb  difadvantageous 
and  difhonourable  to  the  royal  majefty,  he  rcturn'd 
to  CharfreSj  and  refufed  to  comply  with  any  inftancca 
to  proceed  to  'Paris.  He  pretended  to  ground  this 
refufal  upon  the  preparations  that  he  was  to  make, 
and  the  orders  that  he  was  to  give,  for  the  aflembling 
the  ftates  at  Blois  in  the  beginning  of  September,  to 
which  he  would  be  much  nearer  at  Chartres  than  at 
'Paris. 

As  loon  a<?  he  arrived  at  Chartres,  the  queen  mo- 
ther, the  young  queen,  the  cardinal  de  Bourbon  r^e 
dukes  of  Guife,  and  Nemoun,  went  to  welcorr^  him 

VOL,  IV,  P  there. 
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there.  He  received  the  cardinal  de  'Bourbon^  and 
the  duke  ofGififet  with  all  the  moft  tender  marks  of  a 
fincere  and  hearty  affeftion,  heaped  new  benefits  upon 
them,  and  declared  the  cardinal  firft  prince  of  the 
blood,  and  preemptive  heir  of  the  crown,  by  letters 
Dateesdu  patents.*  He  gave  the  duke  the  whole  authority 
'  °f  lieutenant  general  of  the  Hate  for  the  armies,  and, 
together  with  the  title,  almoft  all  the  prerogatives  ot 
toneitable  of  Frauce.  The  duke  de  Nemours^  and  fe- 
•veral  others  of  the  moft  confiderable  leaguers,  teceived 
various  favours  from  him}  nay,  he  was  as  protule 
towards  them,  as  the  leaguers  had  reproached  him 
for  being  towards  his  favourites.  At  length  com- 
rmfllons  were  difpatch'd  for  the  two  armies  that'were 
to  be  forni'd.  This  firft  was  to  be  ient  into  tDaujphiny, 
under  the  duke  de  Mayenne,  and  the  other  was  to  aft 
in  Toifoti.  This  duke  obtained  all  the  regiments  and 
companies  of  gendarmes  that  he  defired,  after 
which  the  king  fet  forward  for  Blois,  where  the 
eftates  were  to  meet,  and  was  followed  thither  by  the 
duke  of  Guife. 

It  was  matter  of  furprize,  that  he  no  fooner  ar- 
rived there,  than  he  made  an  alteration  in  his  council, 
which  could  have  never  been  expected.  The  chancel- 
lor de  Cbiverni,  the  fieurs  de  Bellievrey  fuperinten- 
dant  of  the  finances,  Brnlart,  Villeroy,  and  'Pinarty 
Secretaries  of  ftate,  who  'till  then  had  the  whole  ma- 
nagemeat  of  affairs,  had  orders  to  leave  the  court, 
and  return  home.  Rztz-e,  and  Revot,  came  in  the 
room  of  the  two  laft ;  and  Mwtholon,  a  famous 
advocate  of  the  parliament  of  farh^  who  thought  of 
nothing  lefs,  and  whom  the  king  had  never  fcen, 
was  made  keeper  of  the  leals  in  the  place  of  the  chan- 
cellor, upon  the  fble  reputation  of  being  a  good  man, 
a  man  of  honour,  and  great  integrity,  and,  befides, 
well-born.  The  queen  mother's  credit  funk  very 
much,  and  from  that  moment  the  king  put  only  an 
appearing  confidence  in  this  princefs. 

Of  all  the  caufes  to  which  each  perfon  afcribed  this 
fudden  revolution,  the  onlv  true  one  feems  to  me  to  be 
the  (hameand  concern  with  which  the  king  was  afTec~t- 
ed  for  all  that  ha'l  pafled  at  ^Paris,  and  to  fee  himlelf 
yet  ccnftrained  to  fubmit  to  the  duke  of  Guife  5 
that  being  unable  to  think  of  the  diihoaourable  treaty 

he 
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he  had  fign'd  at  Roan  without  indignation,  he  was  re-  A  CD. 
folved  to  revenge  himfelf  of  all  that  had  had  any  fhare 
in  it,  and  to  execute  this  in  a  yet  more  terrible  man- 
ner  upon  the  heads  of  the  league,  as  foon  as  he  was 
in  a  condition  to  attempt  it,  if  they  did  not  fincerely 
return  to  their  duty.  He  teems  to  have  determined 
not  to  advife,  for  the  future,  with  any  other  perfbns, 
but  fuch  as  had  always  perfuaded  him  to  aft  fte'dfafMy, 
and  with  courage.  Of  this  number  were  the  mare£- 
chal  £  Aumvnt,  the  fours  de  Rombonil'et,  dlphonfus 
£  Ornanot  and  fome  others,  whom  he  knew  befides  to 
have  no  correfpondence  with  the  duke  ofGtiife. 

Matters  being  thus  ordered,  after  having  feen  all 
the  principal  deputies  in  private,  who  afTured  him  of 
their  entire  devotion  to  his  pleafure,  fome  fincerely; 
others,  and  the  greateft  part,  with  intentiors  altoge- 
ther  contrary  to  the  compliments  they  made  him,  he 
opened  the  ftates. 

After  a  general  proceflion,  and  many  other  prelimi- 
nary ceremonies,  the  firft  feflion  was  held  on  the  fix- 
teenth  of  Offober,  and  every  one  placed  himfelf  ac- 
cording to  the  direction  of  the  roafter  of  the  ce- 
remonies. 

The  king  made  a  fpeech  with  that  eloquence  and 
grace  that  was  natural  to  him,  and  fpoke  with  much 
courage.  The  three  orders  anfwered  by  their  fpeakers, 
and  thanked  the  king  for  the  honour  he  had  done 
them  in  calling  them  together,  in  order  to  communi- 
cate to  them  fiis  good  intentions  for  the  welfare  of 
the  kingdom,  and  religion,  which  they  were  ready 
to  contribute  to,  and  to  facrifice  even  their  lives 
for  it. 

In  the  fecond  feffion,  which  was  held  very  fbon  after 
the  firft,  the  king,  and  the  eftates,  took  an  oath  to 
obferve  the  edicl:  of  re-union,  as  a  fundamental  law  of 
the  kingdom.  In  the  interval,  between  this  and  th* 
third  feffion,  which  was  held  oil  Att-S&tntS  day,  they 
received  the  news  of  the  taking  of  Carmagnole >  and 
other  attempts  of  the  duke  of  Savoy,  upon  the  mar* 
quifate  of  Saltices. 

The  king,  for  very  good  reafbns,  believed  that  the 

duke  of  Gtiije  was  in  league  with  the  duke  of  Savoy  y 

and  it  was  agreed,  that  from  that  moment  the  king 

Iheuld  refolv^upon  the  death  of  the  duke  of  Gxifi: 

P  a  agreeably 
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A.  2).   agreeably  to  which,  after  the  duke's  death,  one  of  the 
if33.     principal  reafons,  which  the  king  urged  in  juftification 
\S~Y~\J  of  his  conduct  towards  him,   was  his  entering  into  a 
confpiracy  with  the  duke  of  Savoy. 

Several  other  matters,  which  pafled  afterwards  in  the 
fktes,  feveral  captious  propofals  made  by  the  leaguers,. 
which  were  fb  many  trap  laid  for  the  king,  and  the 
accepting  or  refuting  of  which,  equally  tended  to- 
make  him  odious,  and  raife  the  credit  of  the  duke  ot 
Guife  5  feveral  advices  which  the  king  received,  not 
only  from  fuch  as  were  in  truth  well  affected  to  himv 
but  alfo  from  princes  of  the  houfe  of  Guife,  in  relation, 
to  the  duke's  defigns,  all  whofe  rafh  enterprizes  they 
could  not  relifh,  in  which,  if  he  fell,  they  forefaw 
their  own  ruine  ;  all  thefe  reafbns  put  together,  deter- 
mined this  timorous  and  irrefolute  prince  to  exert  him- 
felf  at  lair,  and  deftroy  the  duke  ofGuifi. 
Thuanus,  The  perfons  whom  the  king  advifed  with  up- 
**  on  this  important  affair,  were  the  marefchal  £  Au- 
r/icnt,  Nicholas  £  Angeimes,  fieur  de  Rambotiilletr 
Lewis  d"  Avgennes  his  brother,  and  jBeativais  Naugis. 
He  laid  before  them  the  particulars  of  the  duke  of 
Gieife's  conduft.  They  were  apprized  of  laoft  that 
he  faid,  but  he  difcovered  fome  things  to  them,  which 
till  then  he  had  kept  fecret.  He  defired  them  to  pive 
him  their  opinions  with  all  freedom,  being  fatisfied  of 
their  prudence,  courage,  and  affection  for  the  flate, 
arid  his  own  perfbn. 

Whether  the  marefchal  d"  Aumvnt  did  not  care  to 
pafs  for  the  author  of  the  duke  of  Guifis  death,  or 
whether  he  was  apprehenfive  of  the  confequences  of  it, 
or  was  unwilling  to  be  the  firft  in  pronouncing  this 
bloody  decree,  or  difcovered  fbme  remains  of  fcruple  in 
the  king's  difcourfe,  he  propofed  only  to  feize  him, 
and  all  thofe  of  his  family  that  were  at  Blois,  and  that 
the  king  fliould  proceed  againft  them  in  form  of  law. 

So  many  reafons  offer 'd  themfelves  againil  this  opi- 
nion, that  none  of  the  reft  followed  if,  and  the  ma- 
refchal himfelf  did  not  perfift  in  maintaining  of  it  : 
The  impoflibility  of  feizing  the  duke  in  fight  of  the 
eilates,  moil  of  the  members  of  which  were  his  friends, 
and  of  an  infinite  number  of  people  attached  to  his 
family,  to  his  perfon,  and  fortune  5  the  difficulty  of 
finding  a  prifon>  wherein  hs  might  be  fecured,  that  or 

carrying 
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carrying  him  thither,  of  finding  judges,  whofe  equity 
and  courage  might  be  proof  againft  lolicitations,  ofters, 
and  menaces  j  of  preventing  the  revolt  of  the  armies, 
in  which  were  feveral  officers,  both  general  and  fubal- 
tern,  intirely  devoted  to  the  duke  ot  Guife,  efpecially 
in  that  of  Daufkiny^  of  which  his  brother,  the  duke 
de  Mayenne,  was  mafter,  For  all  thefe  reafons,  and 
feveral  others,  that  were  alledged,  they  all  concluded 
upon  the  death  of  the  duke  of  Gitije. 

This  refblution  being  taken,  they  confider'd  upon 
what  method  was  proper  for  the  execution  of  it  with 
fuccefs.  It  was  no  eafy  matter  to  compufs  it,  becaufe 
the  duke  ofGuiJe  was  always  weh  attended  with  guards, 
gentlemen,  and  domefticks,  all  perfbns  of  great  abili- 
ties, and  truft.  This  then  was  the  method  they  pitch'd 
upon : 

To  go  from  the  caftle  flairs  to  the  king's  chamber, 
it  was  neceflary  to  pafs  through  an  anti-chamber, 
where  this  prince  ufually  eat  when  he  dined  or  fupped 
in  publick  :  It  was  open  to  all  the  world,  excepting 
when  a  council  was  held  there  j  for  then  the  king's 
guards  kept  the  door,  and  all  the  pages,  and  other  do- 
mefticks of  thofe  that  were  in  council,  ftood  upon  the 
ftairs  5  the  duke  of  Gttife  left  all  his  attendants  there, 
as  the  reft  did,  and  it  was  thought  impoflible  to  choofe 
a  more  convenient  time,  and  place,  than  that  of  the 
council,  to  furprize  him. 

•  It  was  neceflary  to  have  a  man  of  prudence,  and  re- 
folution,  to  prefide  in  an  a&ion  of  this  confequent'e. 
The  king  applied  himfelf  to  Qritton,  colonel  of  the  re- 
giment of  guards.  This  gentleman  anfwered  frankly 
to  the  king's  propofal,  That  his  majefty  knew  how 
faithful  and  devoted  he  was  to  his  pcrfbn,  hut  that  the 
office  of  an  executioner  was  very  unfuitable  to  him  ; 
that  if  the  point  in  queftion  was  to  kill  the  duke  of 
Gttife  fword  in  hand  in  a  duel,  he  aflured  him,  though 
he  loft  his  life  for  it,  he  would  not  fail  to  obey,  and 
that  he  might  depend  upon  his  promife.  The  king 
fecmed  no  ways  offended  at  the  liberty  he  had  taken, 
and  having  recommended  the  aft-air  to  him  as  a  fecret, 
which  Crillon  fwore  to  conceal,  he  applied  himfelf  to 
Loignac,  firft  gentleman  of  his  chamber,  and  captain 
of  forty-five  Gafcoon  gentlemen,  of  whom  the  duke 
£  Ep.tnicn  had  fome  time  before  made  the  king  a  new 
guard.  P  3  Loignac 
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.  2).  Loignac  was  not  fo  {crapulous  as  Crillon:  He  ac-r 
15-88.  cepted  the  commiflion  the  more  readily,  becaufe  the 
duke  of  Gmfe,  finding  him  very  acceptable  to  the  king, 
could  not  endure  him  j  becaufe  he  had  raifed  feveral 
malicious  quarrels  againft  him  to  deftroy  him,  and  un- 
der pretence  of  abridging  the  expences  of  the  kind's 
houfe,  endeavour'd  to  procure  a  petition  from  the 
ftates  to  remove  the  guard  of  Forty-five,  as  they  were 
called. 

The  king  communicated  the  affair  alfo  to  Larrtant, 
one  of  the  captains  of  the  guards,'  charged  him  to  fecure 
theftairs  of  the  caflle,  as  foonas  thofewho  were  to  affift 
in  council  were  in  the  chamber,  and  agreed  with  him 
upon  the  manner  in  which  it  fhould  be  executed. 

The  meafures  were  taken  for  the  twenty-third  of 
ZDecem'jcr.  The  king  fent  the  duke  of  Guife  word, 
That  he  would  hold  a  council  on  that  day  in  the 
morning,  and  difpatch  a  great  many  affairs,  in  order  to 
go  and  fpend  the  holy-days  at  Notre-dawe  de  Cleri^ 
where  he  defign'd  to  perform  his  devotions. 

On  the  evening  of  the  twenty-fecond,  Larcbant 
went  to  wait  upon  the  duke  of  Guife,  and  told  him, 
That  being  prefled  by  the  officers  and  guards  of  his 
company,  he  was  come  to  intreat  him  to  make  ufe  of 
his  authority  to  get  them  their  pay,  of  which  they  had 
received  nothing  for  a  long  time  5  that  without  this, 
the  guards,  for  the  moft  part,  would  be  obliged  to  go 
off,  and  feveral  of  them  forced  to  fell  their  horfes,  to 
have  wherewithal  to  travel  a  foot  5  and  upon  the  duke's 
prom  if  ing  him  to  do  what  he  had  deflred  of  him,  he 
oegg'd  him  to  permit  him  to  prefent  him  a  petition 
when  he  entered  into  council. 

Th-anui,  The  next  day  early  in  the  morning,  the  king  fent  for 
1.  Si>  Ornanot  ffcimivetja  Grange- Montigni,  aiidd'EntrflgtieSy 
who,  fbme  time  before,  had  left  the  duke  of  Guife,  and 
fubmitted  himfelf  to  the  king,  at  the  price  of  the  go- 
vernment of  Orleans,  into  his  clofet.  Entragues  was 
very  much  exafperated  againtt  the  duke,  who  infifting 
upon  this  place  as  one  of  the  cities  of  fecurity  that  was 
granted  to  him,  hinder'd  him  from  taking  pofleflion 
of  that  government.  Loignac,  in  like  manner,  camo 
thither  with  nine  of  the  moft  refolute  of  the  forty-five, 
who  were  introduced  before  day  by  a  private  ftair-cafe, 
and  whom  this  lord  then  acquainted  with  the  matter- 
they  were  upon.  Ai 
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As  foon  as  they  were  all  met,  the  king  told  them  in   A-  CD. 
a  few  words  what  iervice  he  expected  from  their  courage     i/SS. 
and  fidelity  5  that  this   day  either   he  or  the  duke  of  vXS/"**' 
Guife  muft  perifh  j  that  he  had  none  but  them  to  de-   ' 
fend  hisperfbn,  no  other  retuge  but  his  ciofet  j  that  his 
own  fafety  and  that  of  France,  which  was  going  to 
be  fhared  with  Grangers,  was  in  their  hands ;  that  he 
had  call   his  eyes  upon  them  to  owe  his  lite  and  his 
crown  to  them,    and  that  they  might  depend   upon 
it,   his    gratitude  to  them  Jfhould  be  ftinted   by  no 
bounds. 

They  all  aflured  him  of  their  readinefs  to  facrifice 
themfelves  tor  his  majefty,  and  that  they  would  a£l 
anfwerably  to  the  truit  with  which  he  had  honoured 
them.  He  fent  for  ?.s  many  daggers,  as  Loignac  had 
chofen  men  out  of  his  company,  and  told  them  at  de- 
livering them  into  their  hands  5  This  is  an  execution  of 
juftice,  which  I  commit  to  you,  upon  the  moft  criminal 
perfon  in  my  kingdom,  whom  I  have  a  right,  both  by 
the  laws  of  God  and  man,  to  pum/h  $  and  iince  it  can't 
be  done  by  the  ordinary  methods  of  juftice,  I  authorize 
you  to  do  it  by  the  right  that  my  royal  power  gives 
me. 

He  placed  them,  together  with  Lcignac,  at  the  door 
of  a  cloiet,  which  was  upon  the  left  hand  of  the  en- 
trance into  the  chamber,  to  wait  there  for  the  duke  of 
Gtrife,  and  retired  to  another  at  a  farther  diitance,  fol- 
lowed by  the  lords  above-mentioned. 

If  the  duke  of  Guife  did  not  efcape  this  danger,  it 
was  not  for  want  of  having  notice  of  it  j  for  whatever 
precautions  the  king  took  to  conceal  his  defign,  it  was 
miftrufted  by  feveral,  who  either  judged  that  the  king 
would  at  laft  purfue  the  methods  that  his  intereft  re- 
quired, or  being  attentive  to  all  that  pafled,  made  (bme 
imperfect  dilcovery  and  conjecture,  that  gave  them  this 
thought. 

The  fieur  de  Vins,  head  of  the  league  in  'Provence,  LC  Lahou- 
wrore  to  the  duke,  expreffing  his  diflike  of  thetoofeuf-  add'«- 
pre.it  confidence  he  put  in  the  king,  whom  he  had  fo  JS^™^18" 
much  reafbn  to  fufpecl,  notwithftanding  the  fair  coun- Caftdnau,  I . 
tcnance  he  fhew'd  towards  him  5  to  which  he  anfwered,  ?• c<  *• 
That  he  laid  no  ftrefs  upon  the  king's  goodnefs,  whofe 
diflimulation  he  was  very  fenfible  of;   but  upon  the 
fear  and  good  fenfe  of  this  princ'e,  who  knew  that  if  he 
P  4  made 
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A.  2).  made  an  attempt  upon  his  perfbn,  he  would  irrecover- 
1587.    ably  deftroy  himfelf. 

After  all,  he  could  not  forbear  fometimes  to  refleft 
ofl  this  fubjeft  with  his  confidents  5  and  a  few  days 
-  before  his  misfortune,  as  he  was  difcourfing  with  the 
T.  cardinal  de  Gtiife  his  brother,  the  archbilhop  of  Lyonsy 
ire  the  fleur  de  Mandreville,  governor  of  Samte-Menehou> 
p?. '"  the  prelident  de  Nevilly,  and  la  Chapelle-ManeaUi  fre- 
vot  des  marcbands,  every  one  propofing  his  conjectures 
upon  fome  imaginary  appearances,  which  induced  them 
to  think  that  a  plot  was  carrying  on,  they  all  advifed 
him  to  make  fome  pretence  for  withdrawing  himfelf. 
The  archbifhop  of  LyottS  was  the  only  perfbn,  who 
maintained,  that  this  would  be  a  quitting  of  the  party, 
and  confequently  the  ruin  of  it  5  and  that  the  king, 
considering  what  difpofition  he  was  of,  would  never 
undertake  fb  hazardous  an  enterprize,  in  which  he  would 
run  the  risk  of  his  own  life  :  Mandreville  firing  upon 
this,  charg'd  his  reafbning  with  weaknefs  ancl  folly, 
confldering  the  conjuncture,  when  every  thing  was  at 
ftake. 

Thmnus;          But  the  duke  ofGuife  made  no  other  anfwer  to  all 

£.**•         this,  than  tliat  he  was  too  far  advanced  to  go  back, 

and  that  the  king  and  he  were  like  two  armies  facing 

each  other,   whereof,   if  the  one  retreated,  the  other 

muft  have  the  viftory. 

The  day   preceding  the  execution,  fitting  down  at 

table,    he  found   a   note   under  his  napkin,    adviflng 

Matthieu,  '.  him  to  take  care  of  himfelf,  and  telling  him  that  fome 

&  treacherous  deflgn  was  carrying  on  againft  him.  Having 

read  it,  he  took  his  pencil,   and    wrote   underneath  j 

tfkey  dare  wot,  and  threw  it  under  the  table.    Thus 

this  unhappy  prince,  govern'd  by  his  ambition,   and 

f hutting  his  eyes  to  all  dangers,  or  too  much  defpifing 

them,  ran  obflinately  to  his  own  deftrucTrion,  'till  at 

length  the  fatal  moment  arrived. 

On  the  twenty-third  of  'December,  thofe  that  were 
of  the  council,  appeared  very  early  in  the  morning, 
according  to  the  kino's  order,  in  the  antichamber.  The 
cardinals  de  Vendomez.n&  de  Gondi,  the  marefcha  W./4«- 
inont  and  de  Retz,  the  fieurs  Nicolas  de  Ramboitillet 
and  £0  came  firft,  and  foon  after  the  cardinal  de  Giiife 
and  the  archbifliop  of  Igons. 

The 
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The  duke  of  Guife  arrived  laft,  and  met  Larcl?antt 
i).->  he  came  out  of  his  apartment,  with  moft  of  his 
company  of  guards,  ready  to  prefent  the  petition, 
which  he  had  fpoken  to  him  aoout  the  evening  be- 
fore. They  followed  him  to  the  door  of  the  anti- 
chamber,  the  guards  being  ranged  on  both  fides  the 
flairs,  according  to  the  order  tney  had  received  from 
their  captain,  to  pay,  as  it  were,  a  piece  of  honour  to 
the  duke  of  Gtiife,  and  make  way  for  him.  The  duke, 
with  his  ufual  courtefy  and  good  manners,  promised 
them  that  he  would  not  forget  them,  and  enter'd  the 
antichamber.  Larcbant  continued  upon  the  flairs  with 
the  guards  ranged  as  before,  and  caufed  the  pages,  foot- 
men and  other  attendants  of  the  duke  and  the  reft  of 
the  lords,  that  were  entred  in,  to  go  down  into  the 
court. 

About  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  Revol  fecretary 
of  ftate,  came  to  tell  the  duke  of  Guife,  that  the  king 
wanted  him  in  his  clofet.     He  went  thither,  and  enter'd 
the  chamber  by  a  fhort  gallery,  that  feparated  it  from 
the  antichamber.     The  door  being  immediately  fliut, 
as  the  cuftom  was,  he  turned  to  go  to  the  clofet,  which 
lay  upon  the  left,  where  they  told  him  the  king  was.' 
Having  lifted  up  the  hangings,  and  flooping  a  little,  Cayet.  T.  i. 
becaufe  the  door  was  low,  he  immediately  received  fix  Thuanus,  1. 
ftabs,  which  left  him  no  more  time  than  to  cry  $  Lordy  J^Aviia  1  9 
have  mercy  upon  me  i 

Others  fay,  that  Saiute  Malm,  one  of  the  forty-five, 
gave  him  the  firft  Jlab,  and  that  for  fear  he  fhould  be 
armed  under  his  cloaths,  he  had  placed  himfelf  in  fuch 
an  advanced  fituation,  as  to  be  able  to  flick  him  in  the 
throat,  at  the  extremity  of  the  armour  •  and  that  the 
duke  fetched  only  one  deep  groan,  without  faying  a 
word  -.,  that  all  the  reft  fell  upon  him  at  the  fame  time, 
and  ftabb'd  him  in  a  great  many  places. 

There  are  fbme  accounts,  which  fay,  that  the  duke 
having  obferved  Loignac  feated  upon  a  cheft,  and  judg- 
ing by  his  countenance,  that  he  had  fbme  ill  defign 
upon  his  perfbn,  laid  his  hand  upon  his  fword,  and 
marched  directly  up  to  him  5  but  that  having  his  arm 
encumber'd  with  his  cloak,  and  being  prevented  by 
the  ftabs  he  received,  he  was  able  to  draw  it  but  half 
out. 

Which 
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2X  Which  ever  of  thefe  different  circumftances  were 
588.  ttue  (for  we  often  meet  with  miftakes  in  fuch  cafes) 
it  is  certain  that  the  affair  was  over  in  a  moment.  The 
king  having  notice  of  it,  went  out  of  his  clofet,  and 
having  order 'd  a  carpet  to  be  thrown  over  the  body, 
returned  to  wait  the  execution  of  the  other  orders  that 
he  had  given. 

The  noife  that  was  made  during  this  maflacre,  was 
heard  in  the  antichamber ;  upon  which  the  cardinal 
de  Guife,  with  the  arch-bifhop  of  Lyons,  ran  out  im- 
mediately, and,  as  it  is  faid,  heard  the  laft  groan  of 
the  expiring  duke  :  But  the  Scotch  guards  du  corps  t 
that  were  at  the  door,  prefenting  the  points  of  their 
halberts  againfl:  them,  hinder 'd  them  from  coming  for- 
ward. 

They  were  feized  them/elves,  and  by  the  king's  order 
carried  u£  into  a  chamber  of  the  caftle,  where  they 
were  lock  d  in. 

Larchant,  with  his  regiment  of  guards,  took  po£ 
feffion  of  the  antichamber,  and  presently  after,  the 
king's  chamber-door  being  open'd,  and  all  the  lords 
that  were  there  being  enter'd,  the  king  told  them,  ad- 
dreffing  himfelf  in  particular  to  the  cardinal  de  Vendome. 
"  I  am  now  king,  and  refolvcd  to  make  war  upon  the 
*'  hereticks,  but  with  more  vigour  than  ever ;  the 
"  faction  that  hinder'd  me,  though  religion  was  always 
"  in  their  mouths,  being  no  longer  in  a  condition  to 
"  prevent  my  defigns.  And  as  for  thofe  who  are  like 
<c  them,  or  adherents  of  them,  let  them  learn  by  the 
"  example  that  \  have  juft  made,  that  the  fame  ven- 
"  geance  hangs  over  their  heads,  if  they  dare  to  make 
"  any  attempt  upon  my  authority. 

Having  froken  thefe  few  words  with  an  authoritative 
air,  which  had  been  very  unufual  with  him  for  a  long 
time,  and  which  caft  a  terror  upon  the  minds  of  all 
the  partifans  of  the  league  that  were  there,  he  went 
down  the  flairs  into  the  queen  mother's  lodgings,  who 
was  lying  ill. 

He  gave  her  an  account  of  all  that  had  happen'd  : 
And  it  is  faid,  that,  without  blaming  or  approving  what 
he  had  done,  or  appearing  much  moved,  /he  only 
asked  him,  Whether  he  had  con/ider'd  theconfeouenccs 
of  the  duke  of  Gnife's  death,  and  made  provi/jon  for 
all  events  ?  Yes,  madam,  fays  he,  I  have  given  good 
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prders.     I  hope  fb,  replies /he,  and  that  every  thing  will    /}, 
turn  to  your  advantage.     This  is  the  account,  which 
moft  of  our  hiftorians  give  us  of  this  di/courfe,  which 
fuppofes  that  the  whole  was  tranfafted  without  the 
queen  mother's  knowledge.    And  yet  Mrcn,  the  king's 
chief  phyfician,  in  his  relation  *  of  the  duke  of  Guije's 
death,  fpeaks  of  it  as  of  an  affair  concerted  with  thatj!"  £•  p** 
princefs  ^  fo  difficult  it  is  to  difcover  exactly  the  truth  CirdinauS 
of  that  which  is  tranfacled  in  the  cabinet  of  kings. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  dukes  fElbettfttd  deNemmtrs, 
Anne  d'Eft^  mother  of  the  latter,  and  of  the  duke  of 
Gnife,  the  cardinal  de  Botirbon  and  the  prince  de  Join- 
yille,  were  made  prifbners  in  the  caftle,  and  guards 
placed  at  the  entrance  into  their  apartments.  And  at 
the  fame  time  Francis  dn  'Ple/Jis  de  Richelieu,  grand 
frevot  de  I' Hotel,  marching  out  of  the  caftle  w  im  his 
archers,  feized  the  prefident  de  Neuilly,  la  Chapelle- 
Marfeau,  Compan  and  Cotteblancbe^  deputies  of  the 
city  of  'PariSj  and  Vincent  le  Roy,  lieutenant  general 
of  dmienS)  who  were  the  moft  defperate  .leaguers  of 
the  third  eftate.  Urlan  de  Lava,l-cBloh-cDauphin,  and 
the  count  de  Sriffac,  were  alfo  put  under  an  arreft  in 
their  own  houies.  Tericard,  the  duke  of  Guife's  le-  Urbafn  de 
cretary,  was  taken  with  all  his  papers  5  but  they  made  j^f- 
fcarch  in  vain  for  the  bifliops  of  Cominges,  Ro^ez^ndn^ti  ' 
Soulcgne,  and  for-^e  others,  wno  hid  themfelves,  or  made  p«er 
their  efcape  during  the  tumult. 

It  was  very  certain,  that,  if  the  king  had  ftop'd  there, 
Sixt-us  V.  would  not  only  not  have  beamed  him  for  the 
duke  of  Gitife's  death,  but,  confidering  his  humour, 
he  would  Icarce  have  forborne  praifing  him  for  it.  The 
words  of  this  pope  above  related,  upon  occafion  of  the 
king's  letting  the  duke  of  Guife  go  out  of  the  Louvre, 
when  he  had  rafhly  put  himfelf  into  his  hands,  before 
the  barricadoes,  are  a  convincing  proof  of  it ;  but  the 
king  caufed  the  cardinal  de  Guife  to  be  flain  the  next 
day,  which  fpoiled  his  affairs  at  the  court  of  Rome, 
a  court  that  he  ought  in  prudence  to  have  fbothed  more 
than  ever,  confidering  the  fituation  he  was  then  in. 

Such  was  the  tragical  end  of  the  duke  and  cardinal 
of  Guife.  The  firft  indeed  deferved  it  by  hisbound- 
lefs  ambition,  by  his  revolt,  and  the  ill  defigns  he  had 
formed  againft  his  foveraign,  which  were  upon  the 
point  of  breaking  put ;  But  excepting  this,  he  was  one 
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/£  2).  of  the  greateft  men  that  had,  for  a  long  time,  appeared 
15-88.  in  France,  in  whom  were  moft  compleatly  aflembled  all 
'  the  qualities  that  form  an  hero. 

The  moft  important  affair  for  the  king,  after  the 
death  of  the  two  brothers,  was  to  get  the  third  into 
his  power ;  I  mean  the  duke^  Mayenne,  who  was  con- 
ftantly  at  £wns,  without  making  any  great  ufe  of  the 
army  which  he  commanded  there  5  but  he  efcaped 
him  by  the  expedition  of  an  exprefs  from  Mendofa,  the 
Spanip  ambaflador  at  the  French  court,  who  arrived 
at  Lyons  before  Jltykcmfiis  d'Ornano,  whom  the  king 
had  fent  poft  thither  to  {eize  that  duke. 

The  king  was  difappointed  alfo  in  his  defign  of 
taking  Orleans,  by  the  revolt  of  the  leaguers,  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  which  was  an  example  of  very  ill  confequence, 
tofeveral  other  confiderable  towns  in  the  kingdom. 

In  the  mean  time,  matters  feemed  to  be  very  much 
c?.lm'd  at  Slois  and  in  the  eftates.  The  king  fet  2tois- 
^Daupbin  and  BriJJ'ac  at  liberty.  He  granted  the  arch- 
bifhop  of  Lyons,  and  all  the  ether  prifoners,  their 
lives,  and  the  fefltons  were  continued :  But  the  lofs 
which,  during  thefe  tranfaclions,  he  fuftained  of  the 
moft  capable  "perfon  in  the  world  to  give  him  whole- 
ibme  advice  in  fb  nice  a  conjuncture,  was  a  prefage  of 
the  great  misfortunes  which  threatned  him,  and  poffibly 
the  caufe  of  his  finking  under  them. 

This  was  the  death  of  the  queen  his  mother,  which 
happen'd  at  the  caftle  of  Slots  on  the  fifth  of 'January, 
in  the  feventieth  year  of  her  age.  The  accounts  of 
thofe  times  that  have  come  down  to  us,  fome  of  which 
are  written  in  favour  of  this  princefi,  and  others  to  her 
difadvantage,  make  it  a  queftion,  even  to  this  day, 
whether  the  praifes  or  the  reproaches  they  have  be- 
flowed  upon  her,  are  more  to  be  credited. 

All,  however,  are  agreed,  that  /he  had  a  great  ca- 
pacity for  government,1  a  rare  and  unufual  talent  for  the 
greateft  affairs,  a  poli/h'd,  eloquent  and  magnificent 
mind,  and  that  all  thefe  great  qualities  were  fupported 
with  fuch  an  air  of  majefty,  as  attracted  the  veneration 
of  all  that  came  near  her,  and  gave  her  an  afcendant  in 
council,  to  which  they  found  themfelves,  in  a  manner, 
forced  to  yield.  Her  manners  feem  to  be  the  only  point 
in  queftion,  whether  the  maxims  of  religion  had  the 
greateft  ihare  in  her  conducl,  or  were  overborne  by 

politick 
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politick  views  ?  a  queftion  as  difficult  to  decide,  as  it  is  A.  2?. 
to  penetrate  the  fecret  intentions  of  princes,  especially  iy88. 
when  it  is  ufual  for  them  to  affect  a  difguife  rather  in  L/SOO 
this  than  any  other  matter.  Be  that  as  it  will,  1  have 
always  thought  it  an  equal  breach  of  equity,  and  of 
that  refpecl  which  is  due  to  the  memory  of  princes, 
to  convey  them  down  to  pofterity,  with  the  character 
of  execrable  perfons,  upon  the  force  of  equivocal  marks,, 
and  of  fuch  aclions  as  we  know  not  the  fprings  and 
motives  of,  and  which  might  have  been  founded  upon 
lawful  views.  This  is  an  injuftice,  of  which  feveral 
have  been  guilty  to  the  princefs  I  am  fpeaking  of,  who, 
when  all  things  are  rightly  confidered,  and  without 
running  her  character  to  extremes,  ought  to  pafs  for 
one  of  the  mo(l  accomplish 'd  perfons  of  her  fex,  that 
ever  {at  upon  the  throne  of  France. 

At  her  death  /he  conquered  the  hatred  which  /he 
had  always  bore  to  the  king  of  Navarre,  and  advifedCayet.T.*.' 
the  king  to  engage  both  him  and  the  other  princes  of 
the  blood  to  mm  by  kind  ufage  and  regards,  and  to 
grant  a  liberty  of  confcience  for  the  good  of  the  ftate. 
The  turn  which  affairs  took  foon  after,  obliged  the  king 
to  follow  her  advice. 

After  fbme  feflions  he  diflclved  the  ftates  of  Slots, 
and  recommended  to  the  deputies  to  ufe  all  their  credit 
and  authority  in  the  towns  and  provinces,  to  contain  the 
people  in  their  duty  and  fubmiffion,  who  all  promifed 
to  comply  with  his  requeft,  but  very  few  kept  their 
words. 

The  death  of  the  duke  ofGuife  was  doubtlefs  a  ter- 
rible blow  to  the  league,  who,  by  that  means,  had  loft 
their  head  $  but  is  was  neceflary  to  give  them  no  time 
to  recover  their  breath.  The  firft  thing  that  was  tOThuama,  I. 
be  done,  was  for  the  king  to  march  up  to  the  capital,  9j. 
with  the  troops  which  he  had  with  him,  and  the  army, 
that  was  commanded  by  the  duke  de  Nevers,  as  mon- 
iieur  de  Rombonillet  advifed  him ;  But  he  put  it  off 
too  long  j  and  the  partifans  of  the  league,  who  were 
every  where  in  great  confufion,  having  had  time  to 
look  about  them,  took  courage,  and  beftirr'd  them- 
felves  more  than  ever,  as_  fbon  as  they  heard  of  the 
commotions,  which  the  news  of  the  duke  of  Gt/ije's 
death  had  raifed  in  2tov>,  without  the  king's  proceed- 
ing to  any  meafares  for  fupprefling  them. 

Matter* 


The  Kifory  ^/FRANCE. 

Jl.  2X  Matters  were  carried  to  a  moft  terrible  excefs.  The1 
if 83.  faction  of  fixteen  ftirr'd  up  the  whole  populace  to  a 
WYNJ  rebellion,  and  the  fury  of  the  faction  was  back'd  from 
the  pulpit  by  the  bittereft  invectives,  and  reproaches,  up- 
on the  king.  They  tore  his  picture  in  pieces,  and  pub- 
lilhed  a  thoufand  fatyrs  againft  his  royal  perfbn  with 
impunity  j  and  to  cloath  tliefe  wicked  attempts  with 
authority,  and  remove  the  fcruples  of  a  great  many  per- 
fbns,  who  were  filled  with  horror  at  them,  it  was  re- 
fblved,  in  the  council  of  fixteen,  to  propofe  this  cafe  of 
confcience,  in  the  name  of  the  Trevot  des  Marcbc.n.is, 
the.Ecbevins,  and  all  the  catholicks  of  'Paris,  to  the 
faculty  of  theology,  viz.  Whether  the  people  of  Franc 6 
might  not  take  up  arms,  join  together,  raife  money, 
and  contribute  to  the  defenfe  of  the  catholick  religion, 
againft  a  prince,  who  had  violated  the  publick  faith  in 
the  ftates  ?  and  whether  this  infringment  did  not  dif- 
charge  the  oath  of  fidelity  which  they  had  fworn  to 
him.  The  cafe  was  propofed>  and  decided  by  the  fa- 
culty, agreeably  to  the  intentions  of  the  fixteen. 

After  this  decifipn,  it  was  not  only  not  allowed  to 
give  the  prince  any  longer  the  name  of  king,  but  the 
confeflbrs  alfb  taught  their  penitents  to  be  afraid  of  ac- 
knowledging him  as  fuch.  The  priefts  at  mafs  did  no 
more  mention  him  in  the  Memento,  nor  in  the  other" 
public  prayers,  and  he  was  look'd  upon  as  an  excom- 
municated perfbn,  as  forfworn,  as  a  heretick,  and  the 
moft  dereftable  of  mankind,  nay^  as  a  very  magician. 
All  thefe  matters  are  particularly  related  in  the  memoirs 
of  thofe  times. 

The  king's  perfon  being  thus  abufed,  all  fuch  as 
feemed  to  have  ftill  fome  regard  left  for  him,  were  to 
expeft  the  bafeft  treatment.  For  the  fame  reafbn  the 
parliament  was  infulted  in  an  unprecedented  and  unex- 
ampled manner. 

£uJJ~y-Ie-Clerc,  formerly  procureur  in  parliament, 
and  made  governor  of  the  Bafiile  by  the  duke  ofGirife, 
went  armed  to  the  'Palais,  at  the  fame  time  that  the 
journal  de  courts  of  juftice  aflembled  to  confider  upon  fending  a 
Henry  in.  deputation  to  the  king,  and  required  them  to  declare, 
That  purfuant  to  the  decree  of  the  faculty  of  cParist 
the  French  were  free  from  the  oath  of  fidelity  and  obe- 
dience to  the  king,  and  that  their  acls  fhould  no  longer 
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fun  in  his  name,  upon  which  he  retir'd  to  give  them 
time  to  deliberate  upon  the  demand. 

But  returning  immediately  after  with  his 
troop,  piftol  in  hand,  he  faid,  That  it  was  impoffible 
they  fhould  need  any  deliberation  upon  fb  juit  a  re- 
queft,  unlefs  there  were  fbme  perfons  among  them  that 
would  betray  the  city  $  that  he  knew  who  they  were, 
and  that  without  waiting  any  longer,  thofe  whom  he 
was  going  to  name  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  follow 
him.  He  began  to  read  over  the  lift,  at  the  head  of 
which  were  the  firft  preiident,  and  the  prefidents  fotier 
and  tie  T'bou  5  up°n  which  all  the  prefidents  rofe  uj% 
and  told  him,  Thar  there  was  no  need  of  calling  over 
a  long  lift,  for  that  they  would  all  follow  monfieur  the 
firft  prefident,  their  head,  whitherfcever  they  carried 
him. 

The  court  confifted  of  above  fifty  or  fixty  prefidents, 
and  counfellors:  %nffy-le-Ckrc  Put  himielf  at  their 
Jiead,  and  having  caufed  them  to  DC  furrounded  by  his 
foldiers,  led  them  to  the  Ba/tzle,  being  all  in  their 
gowns,  and  fquare  caps. 

When  they  came  to  the  Baftile,  BttJJy  caufed  all 
thofe  that  were  not  in  the  lift  to  depart,  and  the  reft 
were  imprifbned  in  the  Baflile,  upon  which  they  com- 
pofed  a  kind  of  new  parliament.  The  prefident  'Briffon 
was  forced  to  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  it,  and  the 
fleur  de  Mole,  counfellor  of  the  court,  to  accept  the 
office  of  procureur  general.  Jobn  le  Maitre,  and  Lewis 
d1  Orleans,  advocates  in  parliament,  were  chofen  advo- 
cates general,  and  the  next  day  the  caufes  were  pleaded 
as  ufual. 

Some  days  after,  the  requeft  prefented  by  Sttffy-Ie- 
Clerc  pafled,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-fix  prefi- 
dents and  counfellors,  princes  of  the  houfe  of  Guifey 
and  prelates,  fwore,  upon  the  crucifix,  never  to  depart 
from  the  league,  and  to  purfue  the  death  of  the  duke 
nnd  cardinal  ofGniJe  witn  vengeance,  againft  all  thofe 
who  had  either  been  the  authors  of  it,  or  accomplices 
in  it. 

The  duke  d?  Aumale,  who  had  been  made  gover- 
nor ofy^r/;,  had  a  ^council  granted  him  of  forty  per- 
fons, chofen  out  of  the  three  orders  of  the  kingdom. 
After  the  new  oath  taken  in  parliament,  the  tumults 
and  violent  proceedings  againft  thofe,  whom  they 
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A,  2).  called  Hoy  an  x,  increafed  continually,  till  the  arrival  of 
15-89.  the  duke  de  Mayenne,  who  was  in  no  great  hafte  to 
^~V^-»  come  to  'Paris,  'till  fuch  time  as  he  perceived  what 
courfe  aftairs  were  likely  to  take. 

His  firft  care,  after  his  departure  from  Lyms,  where 
Ornano  had  mifled  of  feizing  him,  was  to  fecure  his 
government  of  'Burgundy ^  and  all  the  principal  towns 
of  that  province. 

This  prince  was  of  a  character,  which  on  one  hand 
gave  the  king  hopes  of  reclaiming  him,  and  on  the 
other,  if  he  fail'd  of  fuccefs,  a  great  deal  of  concern, 
upon  account  of  the  advantage,  which  the  conduct  of 
fuch  a  head  wou'd  be  to  the  league. 

He  had  neither  fo  much  ambition,  nor  vigour,  nor 
impetuofity,  as  his  brother  the  duke  ofGuife.  Valiant 
as  he  was,  his  moderation  and  prudence  were  fuperior 
to  his  valour.  Few  officers,  in  Europe,  were  of  equal 
abilities  with  him,  for  the  conduct  of  an  army,  or  the 
carrying  on  of  a  fiege  -7  he  was  much  effeemed  for 
his  integrity,  and  more  depended  on  than  the  duke 
of  Gtiife.  The  king  wrote  to  him,  to  pacify  him  upon 
the  death  of  his  brothers,  and  made  him  the  moft  ad- 
vantageous offers,  provided  that  he  would  contribute,  by 
his  authority,  to  the  tranquillity  of  the  flate :  But  his 
grief,  and  his  honour,  which  he  thought  engaged  to 
revenge  the  maflacre  of  his  two  brothers,  would  not 
fuffer  him  to  give  any  ear  to  the  propofals. 

The  letters  which  he  received  from  the  ^arijian^ 
who  continually  conjured  him  to  come  and  head  them  5 
the  revolt  of  Orleans,  of  the  principal  towns  in  ^Picar- 
dy,  and  efpecially  of  Amiens,  and  that  of  Champagne, 
where  all  the  towns,  excepting  Chalons,  fet  up  the 
ftandard  for  the  league  $  the  contempt,  and  hatred, 
which  the  people  every  where  exprefled  for  the  king, 
and  this  prince  s  incapacity,  at  that  time,  to  fufpend 
this  general  revolution  j  all  thefe  reafbns  determined 
the  duke  de  Mayenne,  to  purfue  the  way  which  for- 
tune opened  to  him,  and  to  engage  himfelf  in  a  revolt, 
which,  betides  the  motive  of  religion,  was  alfo  colour'd 
over  with  the  pretence  of  revenging  the  death  of  his 
brothers,  and  fecuring  himfelf. 

From  %)ijon,  the  capital  of  his  government,  whither 
he  retired  at  firft,  he  went  to  tfroye,  which  had  already 
declared  for  him.  From  thence  he  fent  commilTioners 
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to  the  officers  that  adhered  to  the  league,    to  raife     * 
foldiers,  and  nominated  du  Rofne,  and  S.  Taut,  to 
command  in  Chamfcgne. 

He  purfued  his  road  thro'  Orleans,  and  went  to 
Cbartns,  which  the  inhabitants,  at  the  iblicitation 
of  the  lParifians%  delivered  up  to  him  5  and,  at  lalt, 
after  fo  many  and  fuch  ealy  conquelts,  entred  'Paris 
with  the  acclamations  of  the  people,  and  the  molt 
exceflive  teftimonies  of  joy  and  affection  ;  but  being 
too  wife  to  be  dazled  with  the  tranfporrs  of  a  popular 
faction,  he  received  all  the  honours  they  paid  him 
with  a  great  deal  of  modefty. 

He  was  firmly  refolved  not  to  deliver  himfetf  over 
to  the  caprices  of  the  faction  of  fixteen,  who  govern'd 
in  the  council  of  forty  newly  eftablimed  to  aliitl  the 
duke  d'  Aumale  :  Upon  this  account  he  gave  the 
members  of  that  council,  of  which  they  immediately 
conferred  upon  him  the  title  of  head,  and  which  was 
called,  y'he  council  of  Union  :  He  gave  them,  I  fay, 
to  underitand,  that  this  council  ought  to  be,  as  it 
were,  the  Soul,  that  flaould  give  motion  to  all  the 
kingdom,  and  therefore  could  not  be  too  numerous, 
nor  confift  of  too  many  perfbns  of  merit  and  autho- 
rity. Upon  which  he  aflbciated  a  great  number  of 
perfons  of  quality,  and  of  the  other  principal  bodies  of 
the  ecclefiaftical  and  laical  ftate  ;  and  it  was  ordered, 
That  the  deputies  of  the  three  orders  of  the  provinces, 
when  they  were  a<-  Tari^  all  the  bifhops  and  princes 
of  the  affbciation,  mould  alfift  at  it,  when  they  thought 
proper. 

In  admitting  fb  many  perfons  of  confederation,  whom 
he  attach'd  to  his  intereft  by  procuring  them  this  ho- 
nour, his  chief  aim  was  to  keep  the  faiStion  of  fixreen 
within  bounds,  moll  of  which  were  people  of  no  con- 
dition or  character,  and  to  oppofe  to  their  refolutions, 
which  were  always  violent,  in  debates  the  plurality 
of  votes  of  fo  many  prelates,  lords,  and  magiftrates, 
who  were  both  more  moderate,  anl  better  capable  oi 
enrring  into  his  views,  for  the  advantage  off  the  com- 
mon caufe. 

One  or  the  firft  aftsof  this  aflembly,  was  t  o  name  ,  g 
duke  de  yWrtvwwff  lieu  tern  nt  general  of 


and  declare,  the 

the  rr>yal  flare  ani  crown  of  France,  a  title  which  was 

Confirm'd  to  him  by  the  parliament,  on  the  thirteenth 

VOL.  IV.  Q_  « 
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A,  2).  of  March,  and  which  had  never  before  been  in  ufe 
1589.  in  the  kingdom.  They  were  net  aware  what  authority 
U*~Y*%^  this  title  of  lieutenant  conferr'd  upon  him,  nor  what 
was  meant  by  the  words  Royal  Ejlate  ;  but  that  did 
not  hinder  the  duke  de  Jilayeni.e  trom  being  doathed 
with  a  kind  of  foveraign  power  by  virtue  of  that 
title,  which  it  was  not  long  before  he  exercifed.  He 
made  fevcral  regulations  ot"  the  'Police,  either  for  the 
city  of  'Paris,  or  for  the  whole  kjngdom,  or  for  the 
finances,  or  the  nomination  to  benefices  j  and  all 
was  to  be  difpatch'd,  under  feal,  by  the  council  of 
Union.  It  was  refolved  alfb,  that  the  errates  iliould 
be  aflfembled  on  the  fifteenth  of  July  1589. 

The  duke  a&ed  the  more  boldly,  becaufe  he  re- 
ceived every  day  accounts  ofrifings  in  favour  of  the 
l&ague,  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  where  moft  of 
the  principal  towns,  and  a  great  number  of  others, 
fucceffively  increaled  the  party. 

The  miichief  ipreadrng  daily,  and  becoming  almoft 
univerfal,  the  king  found  himfelf  reduced  to  ama- 
zing extremities,  being  equally  hated  by  the  catho- 
licks  and  hugonots.  It  was  neceflary  for  him  to  re- 
iblve  upon  iomething,  and  being  fully  perfuaded  that 
the  king  of  Navarre  would  receive  him  wirh  open 
arms,  both  by  inclination,  and  for  intereft,  he  entred 
upon  a  treaty  with  him,  and  they  joined  together 
againft  the  catholick  rebels. 

The  king  was  followed  by  all  the  princes  of  the 
blood,  by  the  cardinal  de  Le?2onconrtr  and  a  great  num- 
ber of  lords  and  gentlemen.  The  duke  d?  Epernox. 
came  to  join  him  with  four  thoufand  men,  while 
Nicholas  de  Hp.rlay,  Shitr  de  Sdnci,  went  to  ask  fuc- 
cours  of  the  S-ivife.  The  king  had  always  with  him, 
his  regiment  of  French  guards,  and  the  Svrifs  of 
Galati,  and  was  alfb  followed  by  feveral  lords  and 
gentlemen,  (o  that  he  did  not  meet  the  king  of  Na- 
varre by  himfelf,  but  was  able  to  treat  with  him  as  a 


Before  his  departure  from  22loisy  where  he  had 
conftantly  remained,  he  publifiied  an  edift,  by  which 
he  declared,  that  he  remov'd  the  parliament,  and  court 
of  Exchequer,  from  'Paris  to  'fours.  He  fent  the  car- 
dinal /fr  floiirbm  to  the  caftleof  C/'/;;o;;,  under  a  ftrong 
guard  5  the  duke  d*  Etbetif  to  the  caflle  of  Lockes. 

and 
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and  the  young  duke  of  Guife  to  -fours.     He  hitnfclf 

alfb  let  out  tor  that  city,  from  whence  he  began  rhc 

treaty  wirn  the  king  of  Navarre,  by  the  inteiyoiition 

ef  the  dutchefs  ot  Axgeuleme  3  but  the  whole  affair 

was  carried  on   afterwards,  to  the  very  conclufion 

it,  by  'Ditfilejfis  Mvrxay,  who  had  the  government 

Saumur  in  return  for  it.  Mornay.T.r. 

The  two  kings  mec  at  TIcjJls  les  7W;,  on  the 
thirtieth  of  A£nl,  and  behaved  with  all  puiftble  fin- 
cerity  and  candor  to  each  other. 

The  king,  before  he  had  gone  thefe  lengths,  h?d 
ufed  all  his  efforts  at  Rome,  to  obtain  the  pope's  abio- 
lution  for  the  maflacre  of  the  cardinal  de  Guife:  For, 
as  I  have  oblerved  already,  if  he  had  only  cut  off  the 
duke,  the  pope  would  not  have  made  fb  great  a  itir 
about  it.  The  cardinal  de  Joyc:1.^,  protestor  of  France^ 
and  the  marquiJs  de  fifant.  lollicited  in  vain  for  the 
king.  The  cardinal  de  'Pelleve,  feveral  emiflaries  of 
the  league,  and  the  ambaffador  of  Spain,  broke  their 
meafures,  at  every  foot,  by  their  intrigues  ;  and  the 
pope  appeared  always  inflexible.  But  the  news  of  this 
prince's  union  with  the  king  ot  Navarre,  being  carried 
to  Rome  ferved  the  agents  of  the  league  for  a  pretence 
to  render  all  the  ill  intentions,  which  they  afcribed 
to  the  king  againft  religion,  plaufible  5  to  confirm  all 
the  calumnies  with  which  they  loaded  him  a:  RoTfte, 
and  more  particularly,  to  give  a  probable  appearance 
to  thar,  by  which  they  had  always  laboured  to  per- 
iuade  the  pope,  that  he  had  been  ever  favourable  to 
the  hugonots,  and  averfe  to  the  catholicks.  SixtusV. 
had  never  belie  v'd  it,  and  fn  all  appearance  he  did 
not  yet  give  an  intire  credit  to  it:  But  he  faw  the 
completion  of  what  he  had  fbme  years  before  forc- 
toM,  viz.  That  the  heads  of  the  league,  whofe  con- 
duel  he  very  much  dilapproved  of,  would,  by  their 
extravagant  zeal,  and  intrigues,  againft  the  king,  at 
laft  force  him  to  throw  himlelf  into  the  arms  of  the 


In  the  mean  t'me  both  fides  gained  fbme  corujueftSi 
The  king  of  Navarre  had  furprized  2v/c"?  the  day 
before  the  duke  of  Gnifis  death  ;  Mdiflejaii^  ana 
tPcnt-Sai;it-]\Jai*ant,  bad  opened  their  crates  to  him. 
He  had  afterwards  advanced  to  the  Loire,  and  Lou- 
4ui}}  Afirtbeaii)  LiJle-Bwcfard,  Ckaftellerfiut, 
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an(^  f°me  other  places,  had  fubmitted  to  him,  as  well 
as  the  caftle  of  Argenton  in  'Berry. 

Some  time  after  the  duke  of  Guife's  death,  the 
fccne  of  the  war  was  changed.  'Till  then  the  pro- 
vinces on  the  other  fide  the  Loiret  and  the  countries 
bordering  upon  the  Alp^  had  been  the  moft  bloody, 
but  now  they  enjoyed  the  greateft  calm.  As  foon  as 
the  truce  between  the  king  of  Navarre,  and  the  king, 
was  concluded,  dlfkaafus  £  Ornano  ftruck  up  a 
league  with  Lefdiguieres  in  'Daupbiny.  The  maref- 
chal  de  Montmoreucy  kept  Lfiugue.icc  alfo  in  peace. 
The  catholicks  and  hugonots,.  in  confcquence  of  the 
treaty  of 'lours,  agreed  very  well  together  in  Gafcogney. 
Seam,  'Poitott*  and  Xaintonge. 

On  the  contrary,  Normandy  ^  'Picardy,  and  Cham- 
pagne^  which,  before  the  duke  of  Gttife's  death,  were 
in  no  great  agitation,  began  to  be  much  imbroil- 
ed  now,  efpecially  Normandy,  the  towns  of  which 
were  very  much  divided,  iome  holding  out  for  the 
king,  and  others  for  the  league.  Roan>  Fataife,  Li- 
fax,  j8rggat&nt  and  all  the  towns  which  had  bridges 
upon  the  Seine,  excepting  the  'Pont  de  /'  drche,  had 
join'd  in  the  revolt. 

Caeu,  EareuXy.  faint  Zo,  j4?euzoi2r  T^ieppe^  and 
Ibme  others,  continued  loyal.  The  duke  de  Mont- 
pevfier  defeated  a  great  body  of  peafants,  which  had 
made  an  infurreclion  in  favour  of  the  league  :  Three 
thoufand  of  them  were  flain  upon  the  Ipor,  and  twelve 
hundred  taken  prifoners,  anong.  whom  were  thirty 
gentlemen,  the  leaders  of  the  enterprise. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  duke  de  Mayenne  put  him- 
felf  at  the  head  of  an  army  of  the  league,  which 
drew  together  in  Beattjfe,  took  CJoateaiidun,  and  Ven- 
dome,  and  furprized  and  defeated  Charles  of  Lnxe/n- 
fourg  count-//*  <Br\enneY  near  Awbotfp..  He  was  difap- 
pointed  in  his  defigns  upon  Q:  at  tan  Renaud>  and 
raifed  the  fiege  of  it  upon  the  news  of  the  king  of 
Uavarre's  approach  :  But  he  concealed  his  principal 
defign,  which  was  to  go  to  TOWJ,  where  he  kept  a 
correfpondence,  and  to  carry  off  the  king.  For  this- 
purpofe  he  inarched  twelve  leagues,  and  had  well 
nigh  carried  his  point,  thofe  that  were  to  betray  the 
king,  having  perfuaded  him  to  a  walk  on  the  other- 
fide  the  fuburbs  of  S.  Sywjpborieti.  The  duke  de  May- 
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<eiim  had  placed  fome  cavalry  there  in  ambufcade,  and 
the  king  had  like  to  have  fallen  into  their  hands; 
but  having  received  notice  of  it,  he,  with  much  ditfi- 
culty,  reached  the  luburbs,  which  the  duke  de  May- 
enne  caufed  to  be  attack'd.  The  king  immediately 
took  all  neceffary  precautions  to  prevent  a  revolt  of  the 
citizens,  amorg  whom  were  many  leaguers.  They  en- 
gaged each  other  at  the  barrier  of  the  F?.iixbou,rg% 
and  the  brave  Crillcn,  with  Rttbenrpre,  and  Gerze, 
wrought  wonders  upon  that  occaflon  j  but  the  laft 
was  killed,  and  the  two  others  dangeroufly  wounded. 

During  this  aflault,  a  body  of  troops,  belonging  to 
the  king  of  Navarre,  who  was  himlelf  not  far  off, 
was  advertized  of  the  king's  danger.  The  duke  de  la 
I'rimouille,  the  earls  fa  Cbatillon^  aud  de  la  Roche- 
foucattt,  rode  up  with  all  i'peed,  and  ordered  the 
troops  to  follow  them.  Upon  their  arrival  the  duke 
de  Mayenne  changed  his  resolution,  and  abandon'd  the 
enter  prize. 

During  thefe  tranfa£h'on.«,  the  two  kings  forces  came 
up  with  each  other,  and  determined  to  march  to  ^Paris^ 
in  order  to  oblige  the  duke  de  Mayenne  to  quit  Nor- 
Ttiandy,  whither  he  had  turn'd  his  march.  The  prince 
de  1)on2bes  fon  of  the  duke  de  Monfpenfer,  was  fent 
into  Sretagm,  where  the  duke  de  Merccettr  was  ported 
at  the  head  of  the  leajue,  and  where  the  capital 
of  that  province  had  returned  to  their  obedience  to  the 
king. 

Duting  the  march  of  the  two  kings  to  'Paris,  there 
happened  two  confiderable  aclions.  The  king  of 
Navarre  had  fent  the  earl  de  Chatillon  with  a  fmall 
body  of  troops,  in  hopes  of  furprizing  Chartres  :  But 
an  unforefeen  accident  frustrated  that  defign.  The 
fieur  de  Savettfe  governour  of  ItQitrlens  paffed  through 
la  Beat>J/e  at  the  fame  time,  to  go  and  join  the  duke 
de  Mayenne  at  Alenfcn.  He  had  with  him  the  flower 
of  the  nobility  of  fa&trjy.  The  two  parties  met  be- 
tween Ttonneval  and  Cbartres,  charged  each  other, 
and  fought  with  iiich  eagernefs  and  obttinacy,  as  had 
rarely  been  feen  in  thefe  civil  wars.  The  two  generals, 
as  good  officers  as  they  were  valiant  fbldiers,  exerted 
all  their  bravery  and  capacity  upon  thisoccafion:  They 
rallied  feveral  times  with  all  the  order  and  refolution 
imaginable  5  but  at  laft  Cbatilfa-n  got  the  viftory  ; 
CI3  fix 
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j^^D.   ftx-fcore    gentlemen  of    cpicardy   being    killed,  and 
1589.    forry  taken  pn loners.     Savenfe  was  one  of  the  latter, 
and  died  of  his  wounds,  and  the  earl  otCbatitton  him- 
felf  carried  the   news  of  the  victory    to   the  king  at 
Ch^telra-iidy  with   two  cornets  that  he  had  taken. 

This  battle  was  fought  on  the  eighteenth  of  May  j. 
but  on  the  day  before,  a  much  more  confiderable  en- 
gagement happened  upon  the  frontiers  of  ficar.iy  and 
the  Ifie  of  Trance. 

Lewis  Je  Mont//:crency-SoiiTeviIle  of  the  royal  party, 
had  furprized  Senli's,  and  left  William  deMcMMonncy- 
Vkwe  his  coufin,  to  command  there  with  a  great 
number  of  gentlemen,  who  was  fbon  after  befieged  by 
the  duke  tfjhnnc.le  at  the  head  of  a  very  numerous 
army,  and  fuitain'd  the  aflault.  $  but  as  the  place  was 
of  no  importance,  and  the  breach  large,  he  beat  a 
parley  the  fame  day,  and  confented  to  lurrender  the 
town,  if  he  did  not  receive  a  recruit  before  night. 
He  knew  well,  that  fuccours  wereraifing  at  Corapeign  i 
but  he  knew  alio,  that  they  were  not  very  numerous, 
and  he  was  afraid  that  they  would  not  arrive  in  time. 
Indeed  they  confided  only  of  eight  hundred  horfe  and 
one  thoufand  five  hundred  harquebufiers  j  bur  they 
were  headed  by  a  perfon,  whoie  abilities  and  expe- 
rience were  fufficient  to  fupply  many  defefis. 

This  was  the  brave  la  Notte,  who,  afloon  as,  he 
heard  of  the  treaty  between  the  king  and  the  king  of 
Jtfavarre,  had  advanced  with  the  troops,  which  he 
commancted  in  the  eftates  of  the  heirefs  of  Bouillont  to 
do  the  king  fervice. 

He  came  in  fight  of  Sentis  with  his  little  troop, 
againft  which  the  duke  £ Aumale  march'd  at  the  head 
of  an  army  four  times  as  large. 

The  duke  de  Longtieville,  a  young  and  valiant 
prince,  though  he  had  a  right  to  command  the  fuc- 
cours, both  by  his  birth  and  (ration,  as  governor  of 
tPicardy,  yet  fubmitted  the  command  to  la  None,  out 
of  the  efteem  that  he  had  for  him,  and  for  the  good 
of  the  ftate,  and  put  himfelf  under  his  orders  at  the 
head  of  a  fquadron. 

La  Noue  ordered  every  thing  with  fuch  wifdom, 
and  made  fuch  advantage  of  fbme  ill  fteps  taken  by  the 
enemy,  that  he  cut  them  in  pieces.  Eleven  hundred 
foot  and  eight  hnndred  horfe  fell  upon  the  place  on 

the 
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he  fide  of  the  leaguers  $  feveral  peri  fhed  in  the  marfhes  jj  %) 
below  the  pond  of  the  abby  /  itfcire,  and  Sen/Is  was     1^89.* 
faved.     The  fwo  kings  in  their  march  took  Gun,  la  \~~y~^J 
Chan 'te,  Gergeatt,  'Pluviers,  s.nd  Etamfes,  where  the 
baron  4e  S.  Germain,  who  defended  this  latter  place, 
having  been  forced,  was   beheaded.    Wo'iffi  was  car- 
ried, and  the   royal  army  being   reinforced   there  by 
the  arrival  of  fbme  nobility  and  fbme  troops  of  ioldicrs 
from  Normandy  and  cpicar.4y  5  the  two  kings  came  and 
fat  down  before  VPtmtoiJe,  having  under  them  the  ma- 
refchal  de  Siron  and  the  duke  tfEfpernon. 

It  was  neceiTary  to  befiege  this  town  in  form,  which 
did  not  capitulate  till  after  an  attack  of  twelve  hours. 
Charles  de  Nettville  d'Alimourt  Ion  of  the  fieur  de  Vil- 
leroy,  the  governor  of  it,  was  wounded  there.  The  duke 
de  Mayenne,  who  was  returned  from  Taris^  appeared 
once  during  the  fiege,  at  the  head  of  his  army,  making 
a  fhew  of  defigning  to  fuccour  the  place,  but  durft  not 
proceed  to  any  attempt. 

After  this  expedition,  the  king  went  to  fee  the  army 
of  the  Swift,  which  was  incamped  a  fmall  diftance 
from  thence  at  Cwflans,  and  which  the  fieur  de  Sancy 
had  happily  conducted  thither.  This  army  confifted 
of  ten  thoufand  Swift,  two  thoufand  lanfquenets,  and 
one  thoufand  five  hundred  reifters. 

It  is  difficult  to  fay  which  deferves  mod  to  be 
commended  on  this  occafion,  the  fieur  de  Sancy's 
zeal  for  bis  prince,  or  his  difintereftednefs,  'or  his 
abilities,  or  his  valour.  The  point  was,  to  raife  an 
army  of  S^vijs  without  money.  This  defeft  he  fup- 
plied  in  part,  by  felling  his  jewels  and  much  of  his 
fubitance.  He  made  ufe  of  certain  conjunctures  to 
furmount  feveral  difficulties  which  offered  in  this  ne- 
gotiation ;  hegain'd  the  repiiblick  of  Geneva,  by  many 
fuccefsful  expeditions,  which  he  made  againft  the 
duke  of  Savov,  with  whom  he  caufed  them  to  enter 
into  a  war.  He  conduced  this  army  through  a  vaft 
extent  of  country,  where,  for  the  moft  part,  the 
leaguers  reigned  j  he  avoided  all  the  ambu fines  they 
laid  for  him,and  at  laft  arrived  at  Conflaia  with  his  army. 
The  kinsr  received  S-tncy  at  his  arrival,  with  fuch 
marks  of  affection  and  acknowledgement,  as  tended 
very  much  to  this  lord's  honour,  and  mingling  tears 
with  the  moft  tender  expreflions,  told  him  amidft  his 

embrace^, 


The  Hi/lory  of  F  R  A  N  C  E. 

e°ibraces»  !^at  he  cou^  not  make  a  return  equal  to, 
the  Icrvice  he  had  done  him,  but  he  would  reward 
him  in  luch  a  manner,  as  Ihould  exceed  his  ex- 

D'Aubigne,    peclatioilS. 

T.j.l.  2.  rj^e  royal  army  being  joined  with  this  reinforce- 
ment, found  itfclf  above  thirty  thoufand  ftrorig,  and 
thofe  effective  men,  and  well  armed ,  and  the  two 
Icings  laying  hold  of  the  warmth  which  they  exprefTed 
at  that  time,  reiolved  to  befiege  farh,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  duke  de  Mayenne  and  his  army  were  prefer 
in  the  city. 

On  the  laft  day  of  July,  the  king  having  made 
himfelt  matter  of  S.  Cloud,  after  fome  difcharges  of 
cannon,  fettled  his  quarters  there.  The  Jtmg  of 
Navarre  did  the  fame  at  Meti.d&n,  and  the  troops  were 
difperfed  ip  all  the  villages  about  'Paris. 

Upon  thefe  firft  motions  of  the  king's  army,  the 
duke  de  Mayenne  perceived  plainly,  that  he  was  going 
to  be  befieged.  He  fent  couriers  to  Nancy 'to  the 
duke  of  Lorraine,  and  to  Lyons  to  the  duke  de  Ne- 
mours, to  intreat  them  to  come  immediately  to  his 
affiftance,  and  took  all  the  precautions  for  the  city, 
which  could  be  expected  from  fo  great  an  officer,  upon 
fuch  an  occafion. 

After  all,  it  is  very  likely  'Paris  would  have  yielded, 
as  foon  as  the  avenues  were  block'd  up,  and  that  they 
would,  in  a  fhorr  time,  have  beenfenfible  of  the  want 
of  provifion,  not  to  mention  the  correfpondence 
which  might  have  been  managed  with  great  eafe  in 
the  town,  this  being  much  more  cuftomary  in  civil 
than  other  wars,  and  the  motives  of  which  would  not 
only  have  been  fpecious,  but  alfb  very  eafily  juftified 
upon  this  occafion,  where  the  queftion  regarded  their 
return  to  their  obedience  to  their  lawful  fbveraign. 
Thus  the  duke  de  Mayenne,  notwithstanding  all  the 
jneafureshe  had  taken,  both  within  and  without,  could 
not,  in  all  appearance,  have  long  held  out,  if  the  fatal 
blow,  by  which  the  king  loft  his  life,  had  not  extri- 
cated him  out  of  the  danger  to  which  he  was  expofed. 

It  was  the  day  after  that  on  which  the  army  had 
begun  to  take  up  their  quarters  about  'Paris,  that  this 
deteftable  parricide  was  committed  by  James  Clement ', 
a  young  dominican  friar,  who  had  fuffered  himfelf  to 
be  tranfported  to  this  frenzy,  by  the  continual  and 

horrid 
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horrid  inve&ives  of  the  preachers  of  <Paris  againft  the  ^  ^. 
jcing,  and  by  the  abominable  doftrine  that  was  taugiit  15-89. 
even  in  the  pulpit,  that  it  was  lawful  to  deprive  iuch 
a  tyrant  of  his  life,  as  the  do&ors  of  the  league,  upon 
all  occafions,  painted  Henry  de  Valois. 

He  found  means  to  come  at  the  king,  under  pre- 
tence of  credential  letters,  which  he  faid  he  had 
brought  from  the  firft  prefidcnt  de  Harlay.  This 
prince  having  read  the  credential  letters,  and  the 
procureur  general  andmonfieur  deClermont^  who  were 
the  only  perfons  in  the  cloter,  withdrawing  to  fome 
diftance,  upon  Clement's  declaring  that  he  had  fbme- 
thing  to  fay  in  private,  the  wretch,  at  that  moment, 
drew  a  knife  out  of  his  fleeve,  and  having  plunged  it 
into  the  king's  belly,  left  it  there.  The  king  crying 
put,  drew  the  knire  himfelf  out  of  the  wound,  and 
(truck  the  afTaflin  on  the  eye  with  it,  who  was  imme- 
diately knock'd  down,  and  ftabb'd  in  feveral  places  by 
the  guards  that  came  running  in  at  the  noife,  and 
thrown  out  at  window. 

The  whole  court  was  in  a  confternation,  as  may  be 
eafily  imagined.  The  chirurgeons  were  immediately 
called  to  fearch  the  wound,  which  was  four  fingers  be- 
low the  navel  on  the  right  fide,  about  the  length  of  a 
finger  from  the  middle  of  the  belly.  The  gut,  part 
of  which  came  out  at  the  paflage,  was  not  hurt  j  but 
the  pain  which  the  king  felt  in  and  about  the  wound, 
after  it  was  drefled,  a  cold  fweat  which  came  upon 
him,  and  the  alteration  of  his  pulfe,  were  bad  fymp- 
toms. 

However,  fuch  as  they  were,  they  took  care  not  to 
publifh  them,  but  on  the  contrary,  fpread  abroad  a 
report,  that  the  wound  was  not  dangerous,  and,  accord- 
ing to  that  report,  gave  advice  of  it  the  fame  day  to 
all  the  governors  of  the  towns  and  provinces.  The 
generals  apprehending  upon  this  occafion,  fbme  fur- 
prize  from  the  ^Parijlans^  kept  all  their  troops  ftirring  ; 
but  none  of  the  party  came  out  of  *parist  and  they 
were  only  informed  that  the  fixteen  on  that  morning, 
had  committed  a  great  many  perlbns  that  had  relati- 
ons in  the  king's  army,  to  the  prifons  of  fParh>  their 
dcfign  being,  as  it  was  thought,  to  ^ecure  all  rhefe 
jierfbns  as  fo  many  hoftages  to  fave  Clement's  life,  in 
cafe  he  had  been  leized  only,  and  not  killed. 

Th« 
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Jl.  2).  The  king  of  Navarre  being  advertifed  of  this  fatal 
15-89.  accident,  ran  from  Meu.ion,  and  threw  himfelf  upon 
his  knees  at  the  king's  bed-fide,  melting  in  tears,  and 
without  being  able  to  fpeak  a  word.  The  king  having 
caufed  him  to  rife,  kified  him,  and  told  him,  That  if 
God  thought  fit  to  take  him,  he  left  the  crown  of 
France  to  him  as  to  his  lawful  fucceflbr  ;  but  that  he 
would  never  pofTefs  it  quietly,  unlefs  he  return'd  to  the 
catholick  religion,  as  he  exhorted  him  to  do,  after 
which,  having  caufed  all  the  princes  and  lords  to  come 
to  him,  he  commanded  them,  in  cafe  he  fhould  not 
recover  of  his  wound,  to  acknowledge  the  king  of 
Navarre  for  their  lawful  fovereign,  and  immediately 
to  {wear  fidelity  and  obedience  to  him,  which  they 
did,  bending  the  knee  before  that  prince. 

The  king  having  ordered  every  body  to  withdraw, 
applied  himfelf  wholly  to  prepare  for  death.  He  had 
already  made  his  conteflion  to  fieur  Stephen  Soukgne 
his  chaplain,  who,  for  the  greater  fecurity,  having  en- 
quired how  he  ftood  affecled  ro  the  pope's  monitory, 
the  tenour  of  which  is  not  exaclly  known,  he  anfwered, 
in  thefe  terms  :  / am  the  firftfon  of  the  catholic^.,  afo- 
f  click  and  Roman  churcb,~and  defire  to  dye  fo.  I  declare 
before  God  and  you,  that  I  neither  kad  nor  ye'  have  any 
other  inclination  but  tofatisfyhisbolinefi  in  every  tk'wg 
that  he  requires  of  me.  Upon  which  the  chaplain  gave 
him  abfolution. 

About  two  a  clock  in  the  morning,  the  fever  and 
his  pains  very  much  increafing,  he  defired  the  Viati- 
cum-,  and  received  it  after  a  fre/h  confeffion.  He  re- 
newed the  proteftation?  that  he  had  made,  of  defiring 
to  dye  in  the  faith  of  the  catholick,  apoftolick  and 
Roman  church,  pardon'd  all  his  enemies,  and  parti- 
cularly thofe,  who  had  been  the  caufe  of  his  death  ; 
and  reciting  the  pfalm,  Miferere  mei  Zte,  with  a  very 
low  voice,  he  expired  before  he  could  fintfh  it,  about 
four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  on  the  fecond  of  Augnft* 
at  the  age  of  thirty-eight  years,  ten  months  and 
thirteen  days,  having  reigned  fifteen  years  and  two 
months.  A  prince  adorned  with  very  great  qualities, 
even  thofe-  which  add  the  brighrefr.'  luftre  to  the 
kingly  majefly,  and  which  he  made  an  equally  happy 
and  glorious  ufe  of,  before  he  came  to  be  king  of 
France  ;  but  they  fceraed  to  difappear  afterwards. 

Be- 
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Beloved,  efteemed  and  feared  before,  but  h4ted  and    ^  2) 
defpi fed  afterwards,  as  much  as  ever  any  pri rice  was  * 

by  his  iubje&s  3  nor  was  there  ever  any  perlon,  to 
whom  thole  words,  which  one  of  the  ancients  ipoke  of 
an  emperor,  better  agree,  That  he  was  worthy  to 
reign,  if  he  had  not  attended  the  throne  $  that  is, 
that  all  the  world  wou'd  have  judged  him  ib,  and,al- 
ways  continued  in  this  opinion  of  him,  if  experience 
had  nut  convinced  them  of  the  contrary. 

He  was  of  a  loft  and  obliging  diipolition,  inclined 
to  courtefy  and  good  offices  ;  had  a  large  ihare  of  wit, 
politenefs  and  eloquence;  a  royal  and  majeftick  air, 
which  received  a  great  addition  from  the  courage  and 
love  of  glory,  with  which  he  was  animated,  when  he 
was  only  duke  of  Au'wii,  but  after  his  return  frotn 
'Poland^  all  this  was  iucceeded  by  timoroufneis,  irre- 
iolution,  want  of  application,  the  love  of  repo(e  and 
pleafure,  a  blind  prodigality,  a  miftaken  piety,  which 
he  made  a  politick  ule  of  to  convince  the  publick  of 
his  attachment  to  religion,  which,  at  the  bottom,  was 
fincere,  though  fuch  an  affe&ation  made  it  fulpi- 
cious. 

Though  we  are  not  to  give  credit  to  all  that  the 
hugonot-writers  and  thofe  of  the  league  lay  concern- 
ing his  fecret  debauches,  yet  it  is  difficult  to  believe, 
that  every  thing  they  fay  of  him  is  univerfally  falfe. 
One  fingle  inftance  appears  to  me  a  good  proof,  that 
there  was  fome  irregularity  in  his  conduct.  This 
fact  I  have  from  d'^uligne,  a  hugonor,  indeed,  an4 
one  that  was  greatly  incenied  againil  the  catholicks  ; 
but  it  is  not  probable  that  a  gentleman  of  his  character 
fliould  invent  a  fa£r.  of  this  nature,  with  all  the  cir- 
cumftances  that  attended  it,  when  it  was  fo  eafy 
to  difprove  him,  if  the  matter  had  been  intirely 
forced. 

He  tells  us,  that  being  M./fe  S.  Lues  prifoncr,  who 
was  one  of  thofe  that  were  called  the  king's  minions, 
that  lord  related  to  him  the  following  (lory. 

Thatbeing  tired  and  a fhamed  of  certain  debaucheries, 
in  which,  out  of  complaifance,  he  had  been  an  ac- 
complice, he  agreed  with  monfieur  d';4rques,  after- 
wards duke  de  Jove.nfe,  and  with  the  marefchal  de 
Rerz,  to  frighten  the  king  out  of  them,  by  making  a 
hole  in  the  wall  by  his  bed-fide,  and  thrufting  a  brafs 

pipe 
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A.  2).  P'Pe  into  **»  through  which  one  night,  calling  himfelf 
if 80.  an  angel  fent  from  heaven,  he  denounced  againil  him, 
in  the  name  of  God,  ibme  terrible  menaces  for  his 
vices  and  dabauches j  at  which  the  king  being  fhock'd, 
had  like  to  have  fwoon'd,  fo  fait  £  Argues  being  ap- 
prehenfive  left  he  fhould  not  come  to  himfelf  again, 
difcovered  the  fecret  to  him.  S.  Luc  would  not  have 
gone  unpunifhed,  if  the  marefchal  de  Retz  had  not 
whifpered  him  in  his  ear  at  a  ball,  not  to  defer 
making  his  efcape  one  moment.  He  took  his  advice, 
and  rode  port  to  his  government  of  Brottage,  which 
he  reached  in  two  days  and  a  half,  fupported  himfelf 
there,  and  afterwards  join'd  the  league  for  fecur ity. 

S.  Luc  added,  that  from  that  time  this  prince  was 
very  uneafy  in  his  mind  j  that  fometimes  he  was  taken 
in  the  night  with  fiich  frights,  as  made  him  hide 
himfelf  under  his  bed,  and  that,  when  it  thunder'd, 
he  always  went  down  into  the  vaults  of  the  Louvre^ 
which  fhews,  that  the  mortifications  he  exercifed, 
and  the  retirements  he  affecled  from  time  to  time, 
were  not  pure  hypocrify  ,  but  that  the  ill  habit  he 
had  contracted,  was  too  ftrong  for  the  good  motions, 
which  now  and  then  arofe  in  his  mind,  and  vanifhed 
almoft  as  loon  as  they  were  admitted.  It  appears, 
however,  that  the  laft  years  of  his  life  were  exempt 
from  thefe  fcandalous  irregularities. 

As  for  his  religion,  queen  Margaret  his  fitter  in- 
forms us  in  her  memoirs,  that  he  at  firft  fuffered  him- 
felf to  be  corrupted  by  the  hugonots  that  were  about 
him  ;  that  he  himfelf  made  an  attempt  to  feduce  her, 
when  me  was  not  above  fix  or  ieven  years  old  $  that 
feeing  her  with  a  book  of  catholick  prayers,  he 
fhatch'd  it  from  her,  and  threw  it  into  the  fire,  and 
would  have  compelled  her  to  make  ufe  of  the  hugonot 
devotions  5  but  he  was  of  a  very  different  opinion 
afterwards,  and  continued  always  ftocerely  attach'd  to 
the  Roman  religion. 

In  him  ended  the  branch  of  ./Jvgouleme,  which  was 
a  part  of  the  houfe  of  Orleans,  and  all  the  race  of 
Valois,  which,  by  a  long  fuccetfion  of  kings,  had  held 
the  fcepter  of  France  for  near  two  hundred  and  fixty 
years,  and  now  made  room  for  the  family  of  Bo?trloi7t 
in  the  perfon  of  Henrv  king  of  Navarre,  and  the 
Fourth  of  that  name  in  France. 

T  H 
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HENRT    of  Bourlon,    who   from    the 
royal  qualities  with  which  he  was  adorn'd, 
and  the  heroick  aliens   by  which  he  re- 
ftored  peace   and  iplendor   to  the  king- 
dom  of  France,  was  defervedly  named  the 
Great,  derived  his  original  from  Robert  of  France 
count  of  Germont,  \ordofBourbw2,  the  fifth  and  laft 
of  the  (bns  of  S.  Lewis. 

Henry  was  head  of  the  branch  of  Bourbon  Vendomer 
the  neareft  the  crown,  after  the  extinction  of  the 
houfe  of  /Wo/5,  by  the  death  of  Henry  III.  This 
prince,  before  his  death,  had  required  his  principal 
courtiers  to  acknowledge  him  as  his  lawful  lucceflbrj 
but  from  the  moment  he  expired,  feveral'of  the  lords 
were  obferved  to  fall  off,  who,  in  compliance  to  him,, 
had,  till  that  time,  affected  to  appear  firm  in  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  king  of  Navarre. 

The  marefchal  de  Siron  obferving  a  conspiracy 
beginning  to  form,  and  that  there  was  not  a  moment 
to  loie*  went,  by  advice  of  the  king,  to  the  Swift 

quarters. 
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J9.  2>.   quarters,  which  made  up  a  confiderable  part  of  the 

1/89.     army.     He  found  them  dHpofcd  to  follow  his  intenti- 

*~~y~**j  tions  by  the  credit  M.  de  Saucy  had  with  them,  and 

who  ot  himfelf  had,  with  the  lame  view,  gained  them 

over  to  his  inclinations.     They  prevailed  upon  them 

to  wait  for  the  orders  of  their  fuperiors,  and    continue 

in  the   army    under    the  Icing's    command   for  two 

months,  and  that  during  this  time  they  mould  demand 

no  pay  of  him,  as   he  was  not  yet  in  a  condition   to 

fupply  therii. 

In  the  mean  time  the  lords,  who  did  not  care  to 
fubmit  to  an  hugonot  king,  came  to  court,  with  the 
duke  of  Longuevillc  at  their  head,  who  conjured  his 
majefty,  in  the  name  of  the  reft,  to  declare  himfelf 
a  catholick,  afTuring  him,  that  from  that  moment  he 
would  fe"e  all  orders  of  the  kingdom  very  readily  fub- 
mit to  him. 

ft'Aubtgne  The  king  anfwered  them,  That  they  had  not 
T.  3.  I.  2.  enough  reflected  upon  the  iiep  they  propofed  he 
ihould  make  $  that  he  was  not  obltinate  in  his  prefent 
belief  j  but  that  ib  fudden  a  change,  in  a  matter  of 
luch  confequence,  mirft  make  him  pafs  for  a  libertine, 
and  of  no  religion  j  that  they  mutt  give  him  leave  to 
coniidcr  fome  time  upon  a  point  of  luch  impormace  | 
that  he  was  furprized  to  fee  their  tears  for  the  late 
king's  death  dried  up  in  the  fpace  of  three  hours,  and 
that  their  thoughts  mould  already  not  only  be  employ- 
ed in  other  matters  than  the  revenging  the  parricide 
fb  lately  committed,  but  that  they  fhould  alfb  en- 
deavour to  difperfe  an  army  of  thirty-thoufand  men, 
to  leave  it  unpuniflied. 

In  that  very  moment  Givri  entered,  and  throwing 
himfelf  at  the 'king's  feet,  and  kitting  his  hand,  fays 
to  him  en  Cavalier^  "  Sir,  I  am  juft  come  from  the 
«'  flower  of  your  brave  nobility,  who  referve  their 
"  fears  for  the  late  king's  death,  'till  the  time  they 
c*  /hall  have  revenged  it.  They  wait  your  orders  : 
"  You  are  king  of  the  brave,  and  will  be  deferted  by 
<;  none  but  fcoundrels.  " 

At  the  fame  time  the  king  was  informed,  that  the 
S'l'ifs  drew  nigh,  which  freed  him  from  the  embar- 
rafmenr,  and  fatigue  of  replies,  and  remonftrances.  He 
went  to  meet  them  ;  and  rmrefch.il  Biro??,  accompa- 
nied by  Guitri,  Sanc\\  Ckatillon,  de  la  Nove,  and 
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veral  other  lords,  prefented  him  with  the  Swift  colo-  jj.  <T) 
ncls,  and  captains,  and  the  oath  they  had  taken  in  1^89.* 
writing,  not  to  leave  the  army.  They  were  charm'd  ~  - 
with  the  manner  in  which  he  received  them.  He  em- 
braced Saucy,  and  mightily  careflfed  the  nurelchal 
de  "Biron,  and  all  the  reit. 

This  declaration  of  the  Swift,  and  fb  many  of  the  Thuant» 
catholick  nobility,  fhock'd  feveral   of  thole   1   men- 1. 95. 
tioned,    who  were  come   to  add  re  is   the  king  with 
the  duke  of  Longtteville.    Divers  meetings  were  held 
by   them,    from    which,  thoie  who  had  openly   de-     . 
clared  for  his  majefty    were  not  excluded,  whenever 
they  had  a  mind  to  be  prefcnt. 

After  feveral  proportions,  and  difagteeing  judg- 
ments, it  was  determined  to  acknowledge  the  king  of 
Navarre  as  king  of  France  without  delay,  and  to  take 
an  oath  of  fidelity  to  him,  but  yet  upon  certain  con- 
ditions they  were  to  propofe.  Thefe  conditions  prin- 
cipally regarded  the  fecurity  of  the  catholick  religion, 
the  advantages  of  the  great  lords,  the  fervices  of  the 
mimfters,  who  had  faithfully  difcharged  their  duty  to 
the  late  king  5  the  exemplary  puni/hment  of  iiich  as 
had  been  concerned  in  the  deferable  parricide  com- 
mitted upon  his  majefty's  perfbn  j  and  laflly,  that 
his  majefty  /hould  confent  they  fliould  fend  a  depu- 
tation to  the  the  pope,  to  lay  before  him  the  reaibns 
for  acting  in  this  affair  as  they  had  done. 

This  writing  having  been  prefented  to  the  king, 
he  accepted  and  figned  it  5  and  all  thofe  lords  took 
an  oath  of  fidelity  to  him  in  their  own  name,  and 
the  name  of  all  their  troops.  His  majefly  was  then 
in  his  56th  year,  having  been  born  in  the  caftle  of 
fan,  the  capital  city  of  Searn,  on  the  thirteenth  of 
^December  1553. 

Certain  of  the  lords  refufed  to  fubfcribe  the  aft  pre- 
fented to  the  king,  of  whom  the  duke  of  Efpermn 
was  ,the  moft  confiderable  by  his  employment.  He 
gave  feveral  rea/bns  for  the  refufal  ;  one  of  which,  as 
he  owned  to  the  dutchefs  of  dngouleme,  who  did  all 
/he  could  to  make  him  change  his  resolution,  was  the 
Jcinefs  difmcKneftfon  towards  him  ;  and  it  was  true, 
indeed,  Irs  maiefty  did  not  love  him  5  but  the  reafon 
he  publickly  alled^ed  was,  that  religion  would  be  in 
eminent  danger,  whilft  an  heretick  prince  was  upon 

the 


24o  The  H'tftory  of  F  R  A  N  C  E. 

A.  2).  tne  throne»  And  thus  fome  few  days  after,  he  retired 
with  the  troops  he  brought  from  Angoymoh  and 
Xaintoi/gC)  to  the  number  of  fix  thouland  foot  and  one 
thoufand  two  hundred  horfe,  and  led  them  into  thofe 
provinces. 

This  conduct  of  the  duke  was  very  difadvantagi- 
ous  to  the  king's  affairs.  His  example  drew  after  it  le- 
veral  ot  the  reft,  and  nothing  fo  much  ftrengthen'd 
the  'Parifians  in  their  revolt,  as  this  defertion,  which 
weakned  the  king's  army  to  a  great  degree. 
•  Their  fury  was  carried  to  the  moft  violent  excefs  ; 
for  animated,  as  they  principally  were,  by  the  preach- 
ers of  the  league,  who  had  been  the  trumpets  of  te- 
dition,  to  ruin  the  late  king,  and  render  his  perfbn 
execrable  during  his  life ;  they  fpar'd  him  yet  left 
after  his  death  :  They  made  a  martyr  of  James 
Clement,  and  compared  him  to  thofe  whom  God  had 
raifed  up  in  the  OldT'eftament,  to  fave  his  people  and 
deliver  them  from  the  tyranny  of  the  infidel  princes 
who  opprefs'd  them. 

The  duke  of  May  emu  fuffered  them  to  do  ir^ 
looking  upon  their  extravagancies  and  follies,  as  fb 
many  ingagements  which  united  them  the  more 
ftrongly  to  his  intereftj  and  in  the  mean  time  he  neg- 
lefted  no  opportunity  of  drawing  all  poffible  ad- 
vantages from  this  junfture.  He  wrote  ta  alt  the 
towns  of  the  union,  and  all  the  governments,  exhorting 
them  to  make  their  advantage  of  an  event,  which  was 
ordered  by  providence  with  a  view  to  fave  religion, 
when  it  was  at  the  point  of  ruin. 

He  gave  notice  to  the  king  of  Spain  of  all  that 
had  pa  fled,  and  conjured  him  by  the  ardent  zeal  he 
had  ever  exprefs'd  towards  religion,  to  fecond  him 
with  all  his  forces,  and  the  great  power  God  had  put 
into  his  hands,  and  to  execute  the  defign  he  had 
formed  with  all  good  catholicks,  to  hinder  herefy  from 
gaining  the  fiiperiority  in  France,  as  it  had  done  in 
England,  and  over  great  part  of 'Germany, 

The  duke  rf  Mayenne  was  highly  delighted  with 
the  propofitions  {bme  of  the  feditious  had  made  him, 
and  which  the  people  of  Taris  readily  gave  into,  of 
fetting  him  upon  the  throne  :  But  he  was  too  prudent 
to  yield  to  fuch  an  offer.  He  forefaw,  that  by  ac- 
cepting the  crown,  he  fhould  foon  make  a  division  in 
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his  party,    and  that  the  jcaloufy  of  foreign  princes, 

and  particularly  of  the  king  ot  Spain  and  the  duke  of 

Lorraine,  would   make   them  turn  their  arms  againft  ' 

him,  or  at  leaft  prevent  them  from  lupplying  him  with  Memoir«  de 

fuccours,  without    which  he   could  not  fubfift.     TheVlUeroy'TlI» 

part  he   took,  was  to  caufe  the  cardinal  Charles  of 

Sourbon  to  be  proclaimed  king,  who,  upon  fuppofition 

of  the  king's  being  excluded,  was  the  rightful  heir  to 

the  crown,  and  who  being  actually  in  pnfbn,  left  him 

to  enjoy   the  whole  royal  power  $    but   it  was  three 

months  before  he  put  this  project  in  execution. 

The  king  knowing  what  had  paft  at  Taris  upon 
this  article,  would  have  entered  into  a  lecret  negotia- 
tion with  the  duke  of  Mayevne,  afluring  him  at  firft, 
in  general,  of  very  great  advantages  to  himfelf  and 
his  family,  in  cafe  of  compliance  j  but  he  refufed  to 
hearken  to  any  propofition. 

As  the  king  {aw  there  was  no  hopes  of  gaining  the 
<luke,  that  his  aTmy  was  continually  weakned  by  the 
defertion,  not  only  of  the  foldiers,  but  of  abundance 
of  catholick  gentlemen,  who,  under  pretence  of  going 
to  give  orders  about  their  private  afFairs>  deiired 
leave  to  depart,  or  took  it  of  themfelves,  that  by  this 
means  he  was  not  in  a  condition  to  continue  the  fiege 
of  Taris,  he  refolved  to  raifeir,  and  go  into  Normandy, 
where  he  /hould  be  well  fituated  to  receive  fuccours 
from  the  queen  of  England.  But  that  he  might  not 
fuffer  the  league  to  get  too  much  ground  in  Ticardy 
and  Champagne  >  where  they  were  very  ftrong ;  he 
lent  the  duke  of  Longueville  into  Ticardy,  where  he 
was  governor,  and  the  marefchal  tiAumont  into 
Champagne,  with  a  body  of  troops.  And  he  farther 
gave  permiflion  to  the  gentlemen  of  thofe  provinces 
to  return  to  their  houfes,  upon  condition  that  they 
would  readily  come  together  again  upon  notice  from 
the  two  generals. 

He  kept  no  more  about  him  than  a  thoufand  horfe, 
three  thoufand  French  foot  and  two  regiments  of 
S-Tjcifs.  1)u  Rolet  governor  of  <Pont  fie  I'Arcloe^  an 
important  pafs  upon  the  Seine  above  Rotien,  put  the 
place  into  the  king's  hands,  who  confirmed  him  in  his 
government,  after  which,  his  majefty  incamped  at 
Zter#ew/ha!f  a  league  from  Rouen,  and  from  thence 
be  went  to  ^Dief>fet  which  the  commander  de  Chattel* 
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^  2X   who  was  governor  of  it,  in  like  manner  gut  it  into  his 
15-89.'    hands.     This  was  the  principal  end   of  hisjourneyy 
J  as  this  place  was  of  the  la-ft  importance  to  him,  for 
receiving  (iiccours  from  the  queen  of  England. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  troops  of  the  league  were 
increafed  every  day,  by  the  frefh  forces  which  were 
ient  them  out  of  divers  provinces  and  from  the  Low- 
Conntries.  And  the  duke  of  Mayenne  found  himfelf 
very  foon  at  the  head  of  an  army  of  thirty  thoufand 
men  j  and  being  principally  invited  by  the  towns-men 
©f  Rofl.nt  who  feared  to  be  befieged,  he  let  forward 
owards  Normandy  $  defigning  to  inclole  the  king, 
who  had  but  feven  thouland  men,  if  he  ventured  to 
keep  the  field,  or  to  befiege  him  in  1)ieppe,  if  he 
retired  into  that  pla<:e,  and  by  forcing  the  town,  compel 
him  to  take  fhelter  in  England. 

The  forces  were  fb  unequal,  that  the  fiiccefs  of  this 
expedition  was  not  doubted  at  <parist  inibmuch  that 
feveral  hired  windows  in  the  Rtie  S.  Antoine,  to  fee 
the  triumph  of  the  duke  of  Mayenne  leading  the 
captive  Seawois  to  the  %aftiler  tor  fo  the  leaguers 
of  'Paris  called  the  king. 

of     His  majefty,  informed  of  the  duke  of  Mayenne's 
tte  duke  offorces  an^  march,  thought  it  not  prudent  to  attack 
goueae.  him  in  open  field  with  lo  great  an  inequality,  nor  con- 
flftent  with  his  honour  to  /hut  himfelf  up  in  2)/>//f, 
with  the  danger  of  being  taken  by  ilorm.     He  there- 
fore refblved  to  intrench  in  a  camp  which  /hould  be 
advantagious  by  its    fituatien,  and   from  whence  he 
might  preferve   his  communication  with  %)ieppey  and 
by  this  means  fiipply  his  want  of  forces,  if  the  enemies 
fhould  venture  to  attack  him. 

He  ported  himfelf  upon  the  caflle  of  Arques,  about 
3  league  and  a  half  from  'Dieppe \  and  entrenched 
there.  He  gave  the  count  of  ChatilloH  the  defence  of 
the  Fauxboiirg  dit  'Polet,  which  it  was  neceflary  to 
defend,  by  reafonof  an  eminence  which  commands  the 
town  and  port  of  Dieppe.  It  was,  indeed,  on  that 
fide  the  duke  of  Mayenne  made  his  firft  attempt  5  but 
he  was  vigoroufly  repulfed  by  Cbatilloi^  upon  whom 
he  could  not  gain  an  inch  of  ground.  This  made  him 
refblve  to  attack  the  king  in  his  intrenchments,  which 
he  did  upon  a  Itfefday  morning,  on  the  eve  of 
S  Afatthevt.  * 
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It  is  certain,  the  king  was  never  in  more  danger  of  A.  1). 
lofing  his  life  and  crown,  than  upon  this  oecafion,  he 
was  lc>  vigoroufly  attack'd  ;  but  his  valour  and  ability, 
his  activity  and  urefence  of  mind,  to  remedy  a  thoufand 
unforefeen  accidents,  rendered  all  the  efforts  of  his 
enemies  unfuccefsful.  They  were  every  where  repulfed, 
and  the  count  of'Chatillon  being  come  up  with  a  body 
of  infantry,  obliged  them  to  retire.  Marefchal  £iront 
Who  commanded  the  army  under  his  majefty,  di- 
ftinguiilied  himfelf  by  his  judgment  and  experience  ia 
War. 

In  this  battle  'the  leaguers  loft  fix  hundred  men,  and 
feveral  brave  officers  and  gentlemen.  The  royal  party 
took  abundance  of  prifoners,  and  among  the  reft,  the 
count  of  Belin  marefchal  de  Camp. 

On  the  king's  fide,  the  count  de  Rot/ffi  was  flain 
with  the  ftrpke  of  a  lance  in  the  eye,  with  M.  de  2ta- 
queville.  Rambures  and  la  Roche  Jaqmlin  were 
Xvounded,  and  the  valour  of  colonel  Gallati,  and  his 
dexterity  in  defending  his  poft,  contributed  very  much 
to  the  victory. 

After  this  battle,  his  majefty  received  a  fupjily  of 
four  thoufand  Englijb.  The  duke  of  Mayenne  being  in- 
formed of  it,  and  knowing  that  he  was  alfo  about  to  be 
joined  by  certain  troops  which  the  count  Soiffons,  the 
duke  of  JLoxgueviffe,  and  marefchal  1)^ Aumw.it,  were  ' 
bringing  up  to  him,  he  retired  from  ^Dieppe,  and  bent 
his  coiirfe  towards  <Picardy,  where  he  furprized  la  Fere t 
by  intelligence,  after  the  king,  who  followed  him  as 
far  as  the  river  Samme,  had  ceafed  his  purfuit,  to  turn 
towards  'Paris. 

He  came  as  far  as  Bagneux  within  a  league  of  the 
town,  and  difpofed  of  his  troops  in  the  neighbouring 
villages :  And  then  the  3>arifans  became  fenfible  they 
riad  been  mifinformed  of  his  majefty's  defeat  at  Arquest 
and  his  flight  into  England.     But  they  were  much  more 
furprized,  when  the  next  day  in  the  morning,  being  All- 
faivrs  day,  he  attack'd  their  Failxbottrgs,  and  carried 
them   without  almoft  any  lofs  on  his  part,  and  a  very 
great  one   on    theirs  ;    for  they  had  between  feven  Letter  to/ ' 
and  eight  hundred  men  flain.     There  were  taken  from  Monfieur  ix^ 
them  fourteen  enfigns  and  thirteen  pieces  of  cannon,  an(^^drii0W^ 
the  conquerors  very  narrowly  avoided  entering  the  town  °7'0?nNoT 
With  the  foldjers  in  their  flight.  i  j  8*. 
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A-  2?.       This  news  brought  the  duke  of  Afayenne  immediate!^ 

1  989.    out  of  Vicar.  4y  5  "and  thus  one  of  the  points  the  king 

s/VN-'  had  deiigned  in  the  attack   of  the  Fc.nxbourgsy    was 

eftecled  according  to  his  wifh.     His  prefence  re-kindled 

,    their  courage,  and  in  the  mean  time,  certain  intelligen- 

ces the  king  held  in  Tarts,  were  difcovered.     This  coft 

ieveral  of  the  towns-men  their  lives  ,  and  even  the  pre- 

fident  Nid'olas  'Porier  de  Blancwenil,  who   was  the 

head  and  foul  of  the  enterprize,  would  not  have  been 

fpared,    if  he  had  not  found  means  to  make  his  efcape. 

The  king  chofe  him  to  }  refide  over  the  chamber  of 

'•parliament  which  he  had  eftablifhed  at  Chalons. 

The  prefence  of  the  duke  of  Mayeime,  and  the  ar- 
rival of  his  army,  which,  for  the  more  hafte,  had  fol- 
lowed him  in  parties,  rendred  the  fiege  of  the  town  im- 
praclicable.  The  king  retired  from  it,  but  -before  he 
withdrew,  he  put  his*  army  in  order  of  battle,  and 
xvaited  from  eight  a  clock  in  the  morning  till  eleven, 
in  expectation  that  the  army  of  the  league"  would  come 
to  attack  him  5  but  no  tody  ventured  out  of  the 
town. 

The  king  then  directed  his  courfe  towards  the  Loire, 
and  took  feveral  fmall  places  by  the  way.  He  difmifl 
the  nobility  and  trcops  of¥icar.fy,  and  'fent  them  back 
into  their  province,  under  the  command  of  the  duke 
of  Lcngtte  ville  their  governor. 

Being  arrived  at  Chateaodtin,  he  there  received  an 
agreeable  piece  of  news  from  the  Sivifs  colonels,  who  had 
been  deputed  upon  the  death  of  Henry  the  third,  to 
receive  an  anfwer  from  their  fuperiors,  whether  they 
Should  continue  in  the  king's  fervice,  or  leave  him. 
They  aflured  him  it  was  the  will  of  the  cantons  to  treat 
with  him  as  they  had  done  with  his  predeceflbrs,  to  Sup- 
ply him  with  troops,  and  renew  their  alliances  with 
nis  majefty.  At  the  fame  time,  he  gave  orders  to  at- 
tack the  town  of  fewioine,  which  was  carried  byftorm, 
by  the  count  de  Cfyatillon  and  the  baron  de  Biron. 
jifyiHe-Senhar.i,  who  had  given  it  up  to  the  league  in 
the  late  king's  life-time,  and  had  continued  governor  of 
it,  was  put^  to  death  it>r  his  treachery.  Several  finall 
towns  in  thofe  quarters,  being  intimidated  by  this  ex- 
ample, made  little  refiftance  ;  upon  which  his  maiefty 
made  his  entry  into  Tow'S  on  the  twenty-firft  ottfo- 
r,  and  gave  good  orders  to  prevent  the  inrode<? 

of 
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of  the  leaguers,  who  had  made  thcmfelves  matters  of  ^  c^ 
feveral  poits  ml'ouraine,  j4n]ou  and  Maine. 

The  town  of  Suwry,  in  which  there  had  been  fbme 
time  before,  A  confpiracy  in  favour  of  the  league,  was 
ever  after  faithful  to  the  king  ;  and  'twas  there  that 
John  Mocenigc,  embaflador  of  Venice,  came,  in  the 
name  of  that  republick,  to  acknowledge  him  as  king 
of  France,  and  compliment  him  upon  his  advancement 
to  the  throne.  'Twas  with  reafbn,  he  look'd  upon  tnjfc 
itep  of  that  wirc  rc\-  ublick  as  very  advantageous  to  lw' 
intereft,  as  it  fhew'd  that  the  juftice  of  his  caufe  was 
not  only  owned  by  proteftant  princes,  but  withal  by 
catholick  potentates. 

He  then  made  abundance  of  conquefts  with  his  little 
army.  He  took  Chateau  du  Loir,  Mans^  Sable>  Beau- 
mont, Laval*  Cbateau-GonUer,  Alenfon,  and  over-run, 
with  the  fame  fucccfs,  all  the  Lower  Normandy.  He 
took  the  town  and  caftle  of  Falaife  b.y  aflault,  where 
he  made  the  count  of'Sriffac  and  the  chevalier  <Picar£ 
prifbners.  He  fubjefted'  Vernmil ,  Lificux  ,  Vont- 
Au.iemer,  Honfietir,  and  feveral  other  towns  and  caftles. 
It  had  not  been  fcen  of  a  long  time,  that  any  war  was 
carried  on  with  like  vivacity,  as  was  then  by  the  king. 
He  travelled  with  his  army  near  an  hundred  and  fiftv 
leagues  in  feven  weeks  in  the  midft  of  winter,  anil 
being  obliged,  at  almoft  everj  encampment,  to  make 
an  infinite  number  of  fmall  neges,  the  ciftles  of  the 
country,  and  the  little  towns,  being  almoft  every  where 
filled  with  the  favourers  of  the  league.  They  no  longer 
ventur'd  to  appear  in  T'tofrairi,  An'joii  and  Mainey  in 
which  laft  province,  all  they  had  remaining,  was  la 
Ferte  'BernnrL  Abundance  of  gentlemen  in  Brittany 
declared  for  the  king,  and  he  fent  the  prince  of  Ttomles 
into  that  province,  to  fupport  and  ftrengthen  the  party 
he  had  there.  This  prince's  moderation,  the  exaci 
difcipline  he  obferved  among  his  foldiers,  and  the  great 
care  he  always  took  to  prevent  the  pillage  of  churches, 
to  treat  the  clergy  with  honour,  to  maintain  their  pri- 
vileges, and  fuffer  no  innovation  in  nutters  of  religion, 
notwithftanding  the  murmurs  of  fome  of  the  hugqnots, 
contributed  very  much  to  his  conqucfls.  Thefe  dif- 
ferent expeditions  took  him  up  the  firft  month  of  the 
year  1590. 
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J$.  *D.       Whilft  matters  were  thus  carrying  on,  the  duke  of 
1589,    Mayenne  was  not  without  difficulties  at  yaris.    Indeed 
>  he  ^ad  been  always  well  ferved  by  the  preachers  and 
the  fadlion  of  fixteen,  who  continually  invented  falfe 
news  in  favour  of  the  arms  of  the  league,  to  amufe  the 
people,  and  made  ufe  of  all  %ts  of  calumnies  to  render 
the  king  odious,    efpecially  in  the  matter  of  religion. 
The  duke  was  alfo  perfectly  well  ferved  at  Rome,  by 
e^.ague,^  ccmmamjer  fo  rfojon  an(J   his  other  agents.     Pope 
Thuanus,  1.   $xtus  the  Fifth  rerufed  to  order  the  accuftom'd   fo- 
**•  lemnity  for  the  late  king,  under  pretence,  that  he  died 

excommunicate.  The  duke  of  Luxei/zbciirg  had  been 
deputed  by  the  catholick  princes  and  lords,  who  had 
fiibmitted  to  the  king  by  the  treaty  of  the  camp  before 
tParis,  to  give  an  account  to  the  pope,  of  the  reafons 
\vhich  ha4  obliged  them  to  a£l  as  they  had  done :  But 
he  could  riot  obtain  of  his  holinefs  to  be  received  at 
Rome,  either  as-  embaflador  or  envoy  j  but  was  only 
permitted  to  appear  as  a  private  perfon.  The  pope 
named  a  legate  to  reiide  at  'Paris  3  and  this  was  car- 
dinal Ca-jetan,  a  man  entirely  devoted  to  the  party  of 
the  league  ;  but  flill  more  to  the  intereft  of  the  king  of 
Spain,  whofe  fubject  he  was  born.  'Twas  this  devo- 
tion of  the  legate  to  the  king  of  Sptiins  intereft,  which 
gave  the  duke  of  May  erne  the  greateft  uneafinefs  5  for 
he  was  apprehenfive  of  nothing  fb  much,  as  to  fee  him- 
felf  govern'd  by  the  Spaniards,  whofe  afliftance  he 
ctefir'd  to  make  his  advantage  of ;  but  was  unwilling 
?o  become  their  flave  in  the  government  of  the  king- 
dom. 

He  was,  withal,  informed  of  the  fecret  intrigues  of 
Mcndofa  embaflador  of  Spain,  who  had  gain 'd  over 
the  heads  of  the  fixteen  in  favour  of  his  mafter,  and 
the  private  managements  of  the  duke  of  Lorraine,  to 
make  the  crown  defcend  to  his  fon,  as  grandfon  to 
Menry  II.  by  Claude  of  France.  This  made  him  ex- 
ecute immediately,  and  before  the  legate's  arrival  at 
'Paris,  the  project  he  had  formed  of  proclaiming 
Cbarles  the  cardinal  of  Bourbon,  king  of  France.  This 
was  done  upon  the  twenty-firft  of  November,  and  at  the 
fame  time  he  caufed  himfelf  to  be  declared  lieutenant 
general  of  the  kingdom,  fb  long  as  that  prince  /hould 
continue  in  prifon,  After  this  proclamation,  all  pub- 

-lick. 
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lick  afts  were  made  by  the  authority  of  the  cardinal   JI.  2). 
king,  under  the  name  of  Charles  the  Tenth.  15-89. 

From  that  time  divisions,  jealoufies  and  difcontents  V 
began  to  take  place  among  the  party  of  lixe  league. 
The  duke  of  Mayeime  took  all  neceflary  precautions 
againft  the  intrigues  of  the  legate  and  embuflador  of 
Spain,  and  they,  on  the  other  hand,  entred  upon  mea- 
fures  to  promote  his  fall.  The  duke  of  Imrainc  afted 
but  very  faintly  in  favour  of  the  league  5  and  for  the 
<iuke  ot  Savoy i  without  giving  himielf  much  trouble 
about  what  might  happen,  he  was  careful  only  to  fecure 
to  himfelf  the  poffeiiion  of  the  marquifate  ofSahtces,  and 
to  carry  on  his  conquefts  as  far  as  he  could  into  France ; 
as  being  perfuaded  that  what  turn  foever  affairs  /hould 
take,  there  would  always  remain  to  him  fbrae  part  of 
what  he  had  gotten. 

The  king  of  Spain's  project,  was  to  be  continually 
making  great  offers  and  large  promifes  3  but  to  fencl 
only  fo  much  affillance  to  the  league,  as  fhould  be  ne- 
ceflary to  keep  them  from  finking,  tiK  at  laft  the  fear 
of  being  intirely  .crufh'd,  fhould  lay  them  under  a 
neceffity  of  giving  up  themfelves  wholly  to  him.  The 
cluke  of  Mayenne,  on  the  other  hand,  defigned  to 
ftrengthen  himfclf,  by  the  power  of  this  prince,  as  much 
as  porTibk,  and  to  preferve  him  hi  his  imerefr,  that  he 
might  thereby  become  formidable  to  the  king,  and 
efleem'd  by  his  party,  upon  account  of  the  protection 
of  fb  mighty  a  monarch,  whofe  whole  forces,  he  loudly 
proclaimed,  were  at  his  diipoial.  But  he  was  un- 
willing to  be  fb  far  fupported  by  him,  as  to  be  obliged 
to  aft  under  his  authority.  In  this  manner  were  mat- 
ters carried  on  during  me  whole  war  ;  fbmetimes  the 
king  of  Spain,  on  one  fide,  making  a  difficulty  to  fur- 
nifh  the  fuccours  that  were  demanded,  unlefs  upon  good 
warrant  of  being  indemnified  for  his  lofs ;  and  fome- 
times  the  duke  of  Mayeime,  on  the  other  fide,  privately 
threatnhig  to  come  to  a  reconciliation  with  tne  king, 
in  cafe  they  deferred  to  fend  him  affiflance. 

The  embaffador  of  Sfain  then  made  a  propcfiticn, 
which  was  attended  with  very  fpecious  offers  of  ad- 
vantage to  the  commerce  of  France,  by  the  liberty  the 
Spaniards  would  give  the  French  of  trafficking  in 
'Peru,  and  the  other  places  they  had  conquered  in  the 
and  by  this  means,  provide  them  one  find, 
R  4  which 
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M.  CD.    which  fhculd  pay  the  arrears  of  the  rents  of  the 
i 5-89.     de  Ville,  and  another,  which  /hould  be  employed  in 
/SfV)  the  expences  of  the  war,  with  other  things  of  the  like 
nature  $  and  in   lieu  of  this,  it  was  propofed  to  give 
the  king  his  matter  the  title  of  protector  of  France* 
with  the  power  of  nominating  to  the  employments  and 
offices  of  the  kingdom,  in  like  manner  as  he  did  at 
Naples  and  Sicily. 

This  proportion  embarafled  the  duke  of  Mayenne  $ 
but  he  found  means  to  elude  it,  when  'twas  mentioned 
to  him  in  the  council  of  the  union  5  and  this  was  by 
the  addrefs  of  meflieurs  de  Villeroy  and  the  archbifhop 
of  ZwwJ,  who,  tor  a  ranfom  of  a  hundred  thoufand 
crowns,  had  obtained  his  liberty  of  captain  le  Guaty 
who  had  him  in  cuftody.  The  cardinal  de  Gondi 
joined  with  the  other  two,  and  the  matter  ftopp'd 
here,  notwithstanding  the  oppofltion  of  fome  of  the 
iixteen,  who  being  prefent  at  the  council,  had  much 
commended  the  project,  and  caufed  the  preachers  to 
approve  of  it  from  the  puipir,  whofe  miniftry  they 
;  made  ufe  of  upon  every  occafion.  The  embaflador  of 

<£tV*1 59° s£am  plainly  faw,  by  the  unfucccfsfulnefs  of  this  at- 
tempt, that  it  would  not  be  fo  eafy  a  matter  as  he 
imagined,  to  draw  the  Frenchmen  into  his  net. 

Whilft  the  king  had  the  better  of  the  league  in  the 
Jjffxer.  Normandy,  Zozeraine,  Anjou  and  Maine,  his 
fuccefs  was  not  altogether  fb  fortunate  in  the  othei? 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  where  thofe  of  his  party  were 
fometimcs  conquerors,  and  fbmetimes  beaten. 

La  Valet  re  governor  of  ^Provence,  found  much  diffi-. 
culty  to  ftand  his  ground  againft  the  count  ofCar/es  and 
the  iieur  de  Tins,  who  were  heads  of  the  league  in  that 
country.  They  had  the  advantage  over  him  in  feveral 
fmall  lldrmifhes,  and  took  from  him  feveral  places. 
The  counters  of  Sault  debauched  feveral  of  the  gentry, 
and  engaged  them  in  the  party  of  the  league.  How- 
ever he  took  Lamlefc  and  Toulon,  lie  Vins  was  flain 
at  the  attack  of  Grajje  ;  but  the  town  was  taken. 
'farafcon,  where  the  townfmen  were  divided,  was  fe- 
cured  to  the  king. 

Lefdiguieres  began  now  to  render  himfelf  very  for- 
midable to  the  leaguers  in  %)aupbiny.  He  block'd  up 
Grenoble i  which  was  afterwards  obliged  to  furrender. 

Th; 
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The  count  of  Rendan  had  caufed  almoft  alj  Auvcrg};ey 
where  he   was  governor,  to  revolt  in  favour  of  the 
league.     He  made  himfelf  matter  of  JJToire,  which  was 
reduced  to  the  king's  obedience  by  the  baron  de  Millaut 
tfAllegre,  and   afterwards  retaken  by  Rendan  at  the  The  Lif<; 
firft  onfet,  by  means  of  three  petards,  after  a   bloody  the  Duke  of 
fight.     The  duke  of  Epernon,  though  in  difgrace  witn 
the  king,  faved  him  Limcges,  and  gained  him  feveral 
catties.      He    faved    alfo    the    town    and    cattle    of 


The  league  had  many  favourers  in  Bourdeaux,  and 
even  in  the   parliament.     The  marefchal  de  MatigiiQii 
was  governor  there,  and  had  vigoroufly  made  war  upon 
the  king  in  the  late  reign,  and  it  was  in  his  power  to 
carry  off  from  his  majetty  that   town  and  a  part  of 
Guyenne  j     but    after  having  confidered    fbme    time 
what  part  he  fhould  take,  he  refblved  upon  a  delay, 
and  to  give  the  king  time  to  determine  in  the  affair  of 
religion.     He  engaged  the  parliament  to  a  kind  of  neu- 
trality, and  by  this  means  did  the  king  a  greater  fervice  Hift.  of  the 
than  if  he  had  undertaken  to  make  'the  town  declare  Marefchal  de 
for  him  by  force,  which  he  would  hardly  have  been  ableMatIgnon''"-- 
to  effect,  and  of  which  his  majefty  afterwards  acknow- 
ledged himfelf  feniible. 

The  parliament  of  tfoiilo'ufe  had  acled  very  different- 
ly fome  time  before,  and  had  carried  their  zeal  for  re- 
ligion far  beyond  its  bounds,  by  a  decree,  which  was 
drawn  up  on  this  occafion.  The  parliament  of  Roan 
had  behaved  in  a  manner  left  violent  ;  but  yet  very 
fevere.  The  parliament  of  j4ix  fhewed  no  regard  to 
the  king's  letters  he  wrote  to  them.  The  parliament 
of  Grenoble  >  though  in  the  intereft  of  the  league,  gave 
a  proof  of  their  prudence,  by  the  anfwer  they  made  to 
the  embafTadors  of  Savoy,  who  were  not  afhamed  to 
propofe  to  them,  to  own  the  duke  their  matter,  as  king 
of  France.  The  parliament  anfwered,  They  were 
much  obliged  to  his  highnefs  for  the  offers  of  protection 
he  made  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  <Daupk'my>  but  as 
his  propofition  regarded  the  general  intereft  of  the 
kingdom,  it  belonged  to  the  ftates  general,  when  they 
ihould  be  aflembled,  to  give  him  an  anfwer,  and  not  to 
them,  who  were  but  a  very  fmall  part  of  the  country. 

Thefe  were  the  principal  matters  which  pafled  in 
the  provinces  according  to  the  different  inclinations  of 
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Ji.  2X   the  people,  and  thofe  who  governed  them  during  the 
15-90.     year  1589,  and  a  part  of  the  year  1590. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  duke  of  Mctyenne  found  a 
deal  of  difficulty  at  ''Paris  to  difentangle  himfelf  from 
the  intrigues  of  the  Spaniard^  who  had  brought 
upon  him  the  feditious  faction  of  the  fixteen,  In  this  ex- 
tremity he  had  recourfe  to  a  very  prudent  expedient, 
which  was  to  break  up  the  council  of  the  Union, 
where  the  fixteen  had  a  great  author!  rv.  This  he  did 
by  the  confent  of  the  council  itfelf,  having  firft  gained 
over  the  principal  members,  and  the  mo&  honeft  men 
among  them,  to  his  defign.  He  then  made  the  arch- 
bifhop  of  Lyons  keeper  of  the  great  feal,  and  created 
four  new  fecretaries  of  ftate.  And  thus  the  duke  drew 
upon  himfelf  the  whole  exercife  of  the  royal  power. 
But  to  make  the  Tarifians  fenilble  of  the  beneficial 
effects  of  it,  he  took  the  field,  carried  Toutoife  and 
the  caftle  of  Vincennes,  and  fat  down  before  Meulau^ 
a  fmall  town  upon  the  Seine. 

The  king  looked  upon  this  town  as  a  place  of  impor- 
tance, by  reafbn  of  its  fituation.^  He  marched  thither, 
and  came  before  it  with  eight  hundred  light  horfe 
and  a  thoufand  harquebufiers.  Upon  his  majefty's  ar- 
rival, the  duke  abandoned  the  attack  of  the  fort,  which 
is  in  an  ifle  not  far  from  the  town,  and  repafled  hi.s 
troops  acrofs  the  river  to  wards  the  Vexin.  He  recruited 
the  garrifbn  in  the  fort,  and  returned  to  Sreteuil  at 
the  head  of  his  army. 

The  duke  again  laid  fiege  to  the  fort,  and  upon  in- 
formation that  his  majefty  approached  with  his  army, 
he  retired  a  fecond  time,  after  having  given  an  aflaulr, 
where  he  loft  abundance  of  his  men.  He  marched 
towards  Ttifli,  which  the  duke  of  Mayetme  had  alfo 
retaken.  He  had  what  he  defigned  by  this  march, 
which  made  him  quit  Mtulan  to  the  duke,  that  he 
might  come  -to  the  fuccour  of  'Poiffi,  which  did  noc 
hinder  the  baron  de  'Biron  from  taking  it  by  the 
fcalade.  A  fort  built  in  the  middle  of  the  bridge, 
was  alfo  affaulted  and  carried,  and  all  this  in  the  fight 
of  the  duke  of  'Mayennc. 

of     Not  long  after,  the  duke  received  from  Flanders,  a 
the  League, fupply    of   fifteen    hundred     lances,     and   five  hun- 
"*  +•          dred  harquebufiers  of  the  beft  Spamfo  troops  in  the 
Ztak&nN$Mf|  commanded  by  the  count  tf  Egniont, 

and 
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^nd  fent  by  the  duke  of  'Parma^    governor  in  the  A.  2). 
Low-Countries. 

This  did  not  hinder  the  king  from  going  to 
<Dreiix,  which  he  defigned  to  have  befieged  :  But  he 
had  hardly  diilributed  his  troops  round  the  town, 
before  he  was  informed,  the  duke  of  Mayenne  was 
coming  to  its  fuccour,  and  had  already  paflcd  tho 
bridge  at  Mcinte. 

Upon  this  news,  the  king  having  aflembled  his 
council  of  war,  faid  to  his  officers,  with  an  air  of  gal-. 
lantry,  "  Gentlemen,  we  muft  raife  the  fiege,  but 
*'  there  will  be  no  dilhonour  in  doing  it,  fince  'tis  for 
«  the  fake  of  a  battle." 

In  reality,  within  three  days  after,  that  is,  on  the 
fourteenth  of  March,  the  two  armies  having  met  in 
the  plain  of  Ivry,  the  onfet  was  given,  and  the  duke 
of  Mayenne  entirely  defeated,  though  his  army  was 
by  a  third  part  more  numerous  than  the  king's.  His 
majefty,in  a.  letter  he  wrote  that  evening  to  the  mayor 
of  LaiigreS)  takes  notice,  There  were  twelve  hundred 
lanfquenets  of  the  enemy's  army  flain  in  the  field  of 
battle,  and  many  of  the  French  infantry,  and  between 
nine-hundred  and  one  thoufand  horfe,  befides  a  great 
many  others,  who  were  drowned  in  pafling  the  river 
Eure*  as  they  fled  j  and  he  added,  That  he  did  not 
believe  a  fourth  part  of  this  army,  which  confifted  of 
iixteen  thoufand  men,  had  made  their  efcape.  In  the 
king's  army  there  were  flain  about  five  hundred  men, 
and  fbme  lords  and  gentlemen  were  wounded,  of  whom 
the  moft  part  recovered  of  their  wounds.  The  vi&o- 
ry  was  made  compleat,  by  the  taking  of  the  cannon, 
baggage,  ftandards,  and  colours. 

The  king  himfelf  had  laid  the  plan  of  the  battle,  u.  ;f,y; 
which   was  admirably  followed,  and  very   well  exc-Thuanui, 
cuted  by  his  general  officers.    The  marefchal  de  Strong  *8' 
who  commanded  the   corps  de  Referve,  fhewed  his 
ordinary    valour    and  prudence   upon    many    occafi- 
ons,    during  the  fight.     The  marefchal  ^'  Atimont^ 
who  commanded  the  left,  the  king  having  taken   the 
right,  and  in  general,  all  the  officers,  who  had   any 
command,  fignalized  themfelves  in  this  a&ion,   ana 
the  king,  beyond  all  the  reft,  by  the  confent  of  the 
wiiole  world. 

The 
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2).  The  ^u^e  °^  M*yen72e  efcaped  over  the  bridge  of 
fay*  which  is  placed  upon  the  £ure,  and  which  ho 
immediately  gave  orders  to  be  broken  down  :  But  he 
was  not  yet  lecure,  notwithstanding  the  compals  the 
king  was  obliged  to  make  to  pafs  the  river  at  AneT._ 
He  would  have  infallibly  been  taken,  it  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Mflnte  had  perfifted  in  their  firft  refolution, 
and  not  fuffered  him  to  enter  their  town,  and  pals 
over  their  bridge  to  get  the  Seine  between  him  and 
the  victorious  army.  But  he  was  fo  inftant  in  his 
prayers  and  intreaties,  and  affured  them  fo  pofitively 
the  king  had  been  killed  in  the  battle,  that  at  laft  they 
opened  their  gates,  and  let  him  pafs. 

Upon  the  lame  day  with  the  battle  of  Ivry,  there 
happened  a  confiderable  engagement  in  Auvergne^ 
within  fight  of  the  town  of  Iffcire,  were  the  leaguers 
•were  defeated.  The  count  o/T'Remattj  their  general, 
loft  two  thoufand  men  :  Himfelf  was  wounded  and 
taken,  and  not  long  after  died  of  his  wouads.  This 
was  a  great  lofs  for  the  league,  and  the  vidory  was 
followed  with  the  furrender  of  the  capital  of  Ijjbire* 
which  was  befieged  by  the  counts  of  Curtm  and 
Rojfigpac,  and  Qyajeront  governor  of  the  Soiirbon7ioist 
who  were  all  three  royal  itts. 

To  return  to  the  fruits  of  the  battle  of  Ibry.     The 

firft   advantage    it  produced  was    the    reduction    of 

Mdntc  apd  Vernon  to  the  king's  obedience  :  By  the 

iiibmiffion  of  thefe  two  places  he  had  all  the  bridges 

af  the  Seine  t    but  Tarh  and    Roav,    in  his  power. 

Thefe  conquefts  would  have  been  far  more  confidera- 

ble, if  money  had  not  been  wanting,  which  almoft 

made  the  Swijfcrs  to  mutiny,  and  hindered  the  king 

from  marching  directly  to  'Paris,  which,  in  all  proba- 

bility, in  this  confternation,  would  have  opened  their 

gates  to  him,  and  gave  time  to  the  duke  of  Mayenne, 

the  legate,  and  the  Spamfo  minifters,  to  infpire  frefli 

Memoiresde  courage  into  the  hearts  of  the  people,  not  only  in  this 

s-jlH,  T.  j.  capital  city,  but  alfo  in  the  other  towns  of  the  king- 

^  39'         dom,  which  were  all  guided  by  its  example. 

The  duke  of  Mayenne  having  gained  S.  "Denis,  the 
legate,  the  embaflador  of  Sfain,  and  the  archbi/hop 
of  LyoiiS)  went  thither  to  meet  him  j  where  they  con- 
cluded upon  thefe  two  points,  Firft,  to  fend  couriers 
into  Spanij  the  Zrtv-CotwtrieSt  and  to  Rome^  to  de- 

mancl 
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ttiand  fuccour,  and  to  let  them  know,  that  provided  ^  <J}, 
they  would  lend  a  fupply,  the  defeat  of  Ivry  might 
eafily  be  repaired  j  and  fecondly,  to  amule  the  king, 
as  long  as  they  could,  with  hopes  of  an  accommoda- 
tion, that  by  this  means  they  might  have  leilure  to 
provide  <P#m  with  troops  and  ammunition. 

After  this  conference,  the  couriers,  and  feveral 
meffengers,  were  dilpatched.  The  duke  of  Mayenne 
went  to  Scijjbns,  to  get  together  certain  troops  from 
Champagne  and  Ticardy.  He  fent  the  duke  of  Ne- 
moun  to  faris,  with  the  title  o.f  general,  and  defired 
the  legate  to  continue  there,  in  order  to  re-animate 
the  people  5  and  being  willing  to  perfuade  the  ^ari- 
Jians  their  town  was  in  no  danger,  he  left  there  his 
mother,  fitter,  wife,  and  children.  As  to  the  defign 
of  making  offers  of  accommodation,  it  was  refolved  to 
employ  M.  de  Vilteroy,  as  a  peribn  agreeable  to  the 
king,  who  had  defired  a  conference  with  him  after 
the  death  of  Henry  III.  Monfieur  de  Villeroy  was 
hardly  prevailed  on  to  accept  of  this  commiflion,  and 
he  would  have  abfolutely  refufed  it,  if  he  had  known 
that  it  was  a  feigned  defign,  as  in  reality  it  was. 

At  firft  he  treated  with  the  fieur  2)ufleJfis-Mornay, 
who  was  his  particular  friend,  and  then  very  much 
in  the  king's  confidence,  and  afterwards,  by  means 
of  this  lord,  with  the  king  himfelf.  But,  in  the 
mean  while,  his  majefty  formed  the  blockade  of  Ta- 
ris.  The  town  was  already  fhut  up  by  the  lower 
part  of  the  river  Seine,  where  the  king  was  mafter  of 
the  towns  and  bridges.  Nothing  more  was  wanting 
to  form  an  entire  blockade,  than  to  cut  off  the  com- 
munication  above  with  the  reft  of  the  kingdom  ;  and 
this  was  very  eafy.  Corbeil,  upon  the  Seine,  and  Lagni 
upon  the  Afaftt?,  furrendred  at  the  firft  fummons. 
Jlfelwty  after  fome  refinance,  was  obliged  to  capitu- 
late ;  and  thus  all  the  pafles  of  the  river,  which  fup- 
plied  '•Paris,  were  fiopt  up. 

'Twas  then  that  M.  de  Villercy,  after  having  con- 
ferred with  the  duke  of  Mayenne  at  SoJJJbns,  came 
from  him  to  confer  with  the  king.  Almoft  all  turned 
upon  the  change  of  religion,  which  he  propofed  to  his 
majefty,  repreVentincj  to  him,  that  in  the  good  condi- 
tion in  which  his  affairs  were  found  after  the  viftory 
of  /rry,  this  flep  would  appear  voluntary,  and  by 

no 


The  Hiflory  ^/FRANCE. 

jj  2).  no  means  the  effe&  of  force  $  that  then  he  would  fee 
.IJ90.  all  the  French  nobility,  and  people,  ftriving  who 
fhould  firft  fubmit  to  him  ;  and  farther,  that  it  was 
abfolutely  neceffary,  as  the  zeal  for  the  ancient  reli- 
gion, was  fo  deeply  inrooted  in  the  heart  of  moft  of 
the  French,  that  they  would  even  fecrifice  all  to  de- 
fend and  iecure  it. 

The  king  anfwered,  That  it  was  not  his  bufineft 
to  prefcribe  him  conditions  and  laws  for  his  conduit, 
but  he  ought  to  keep  to  the  inftru&ions  that  had  been 
given  him.  To  which  Villeroy  replied,  But,  Sir, 
your  majefty  is  refolved  to  keep  the  word  you  have 
given,  to  hearken  to  inftruclions,  and  if  you  wou'd 
conlent  that  fbme  of  the  moft  eminent  prelates  in  the 
kingdom,  and  certain  learned  doctors  of  the  catholick 
party  fhould  begin  this  inftruclionby  conferences  with 
your  majefty,  1  dare  venture  to  affirm  it  would  make 
a  great  imprefiion  upon  the  mind  of  the  people,  and 
very  much  difpoie  them  to  return  to  you. 

The  king  did  not  feem  difuleafed  with  this  propo- 
iition.  &e  told  him  he  would  confider  of  it,  and 
give  him  an  anfwer  the  next  day,  and  ordered  him  to 
follow  him  to  Navgis,  where  he  /hould  lie.  Howe- 
ver, he  did  not  touch  upon  this  article,  when  .he  dif- 
mift  him,  and  charged  him  only  to  tell  the  duke  of 
Mayenne^  that  he  might  expect  from  him  all  fort  of 
iatisfa&ion,  if  he  would  contribute,  as  it  was  in  his 
power,  to  pacify  his  kingdom}  and  laftly,  added  his 
majefty,  It  is  to  no  purpofe  that  I  fhould  treat  farther 
with  you,  becaufe  you  have  not  a  fufficient  authority, 
but  tell  the  duke  ofMayenne,  that  he  can  fend  me  per- 
Ibns  with  fufficient  powers  j  that  they  fhall  be  very 
well  received,  and  that  I  will  endeavour  to  give  them 
all  poffible  fatisfaftion,  as  I  am  very  defirous  to  de- 
liver my  fubjecls  from  the  mifery  of  the  war. 

Villeroy  begged  leave  of  the  king  to  reprefent  to  him, 
that  tho'  the  duke  of  Mayenne  was  head  of  the  party 
of  the  league,  he  had  not  fuch  an  authority  as  to  be 
able  of  himfelf  to  conclude  any  thing  upon  points  of 
iuch  importance  as  the  prefent  5  that  he  could  not  do 
it  but  with  an  aflembly  of  the  deputies  of  the  moft 
confiderable  towns;  that  to  this  end  it  would  be  re- 
quifite  to  have  pafljports,  and  intimated  to  him,  that 

a  fufperi- 
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a    fufpenfion    of   arms    would    be   neceflary  to  this    A. 


The  king  cut  him  fhort  upon  this  article,  by  tel- 
ling  him,  he  would  not  agree  either  to  the  one  or  the 
other,  and  that  it  was  very  important  to  him  not  to 
Tufpend  the  war,  that  he  might  not  lofe  the  fruits  of 
this  victory. 

Notwithstanding  this  anfwer,  the  duke  of  Mayenne 
did  not  forbear  to  write  to  the  principal  towns  of  the 
league,  to  fend,  immediately,  their  deputies  to  Taris  ; 
but  without  telling  them  the  real  cauie  of  thus  calling 
them  together,  and  only  letting  them  understand,  that 
it  was  to  deliberate  with  them,  a,nd  take  their  advice 
upon  the  prefent  flate  of  affairs  :  And  as  he  knew,  at 
the  fame  time,  that  the  Spaniards  fblicited  the  gover- 
nors of  feveral  towns  in  'Picardy  to  deliver  them  up  to 
them,  he  marched  toward  that  frontier,  as  well  to  dif- 
concert  theft  intrigues,  as  to  prefs  for  the  afliftance  in 
perfbn,  which  the  prince  of  'Parma,  had  promifed  him, 
In  the  mean  time,  the  king  continued  to  make  himfelf 
mafler  of  the  towns  about  <Paris,  'Provins,  Bray, 
and  Moiitereau-faut-T<.ime  fubmitted  to  him.  From 
thence  he  returned  to  his  camp  at  'Paris.  His  army 
confided  but  of  fourteen  thoufand  foot,  and  two  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  horfe.  'Twas  a  great  enterprize,  to 
befiege  a  town  of  fo  large  extent  as  'Paris  with  fo 
fmall  a  number  of  troops.  There  were  then  in  thtr 
town  eight  thoufand  foreign  fbldiers,  and  above  fifty 
thoufand  men,  who  were  capable  of  bearing  arms,  and 
whom  the  civil  war  had  pretty  well  difciplined  $  but 
the  king  reckoned  upon  the  eafinefs  of  Starving  it  $  and 
indeed  it  was  by  no  means  probable,  that  a  town  fo 
well  peopled,  could  have  provisions  for  the  fpace  of  a 
month,  when  all  the  rivers,  both  above  and  below, 
were  flopped  up  from  contributing  to  any  fupply. 

The  duke  of  Nemmirs,  who  was  commander  in 
VParis,  gave  proof  of  his  courage  upon  thisocafion,  and 
{tilt  more  of  his  ability,  by  the  meafures  he  took 
either  to  fuftain  the  attacks,  or  in  providing  againft 
a  thoufand  inconveniencies  which  could  not  be  prevent- 
ed in  a  fiege  where  the  inhabitants  were  menaced 
with  famine,  and  the  town  was  to  be  defended  againft 
the  private  intelligences,  and  infurreftions  of  a  people' 
and  garrifbn  whofe  courage  was  eafily  abated,  and  their 

indignation 
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Jl-  2).  indignation  as  eafily  encreafcd  by  their  mifery.  It 
mu(1:  be  owned,  that  one  cannot  enough  admire  the 
conftancy,  activity,  vigilance,  and  the  multiplicity  of 
expedients  he  f6und  out  to  fupport  fb  long  as  he  did 
fb  extraordinary  an  enterprize,  which  an  inrimenfe  num- 
ber of  accidents  might  have  brought  every  moment  to 
a  fatal  iffue. 

Beildes  the  ordinary  meafures  of  fortifying  and  in- 
trenching fuch  places  as  were  weak,  againft  any  fud- 
den  attack  j  of  forming  a  fufficient  fupply  of  arms,  ar- 
tillery, ammunition,  and  other  things  of  the  like  na- 
ture, he  managed  the  difpofition  of  pofts  with  won- 
derful prudence  :  The  moft  important,  fuch  as  the 
guard  of  the  gates,  the  Baftile,  and  fome  others,  he 
committed  only  to  the  chief  of  the  fixteen,  and  thofe 
who  were  moft  contented  to  be  an  exact:  watch,  thro' 
their  defpair  of  obtaining  pardon,  if  the  town  was 
taken. 

Notwithftanding  the  {mall  'quantity  of  provision  he 
had  for  fb  great  a  number  of  inhabitants,  he  provided 
largely  enough  for  thofe,  who  had  the  moft  credit  a- 
mong  the  people  j  that  as  they  did  not  fuffer  much  want 
themfelves,  they  might  ftill  maintain  their  courage. 
He  had  fpies,  in  all  places,  who  gave  him  an  account 
of  every  proceeding  and  word  of  the  royalifts  or  politi- 
cians, that  is,  of  all  thofe  who  were  Jufpecled  to  be 
inclined  to  the  king's  party. 

The  dutchefs  of  Montpenjier,  and  the  other  princefles 
and  ladies,  had  alfo  their  employments  allotted  them, 
which  were  to  ferve  as  a  model  of  conftancy  and  firm- 
nefs  to  the  other  women,  and  to  make  ufe  of  all  the 
carefles,  liberality,  and  artifices,  upon  this  occafion, 
which  the  fex  was  capable  of  /hewing. 

The  duke  of  tfomouts  did  not  ftand  in  need  of  much 
eloquence  to  engage  the  ambaflador  of  Spain  to  imi- 
tate the  princefles,  efpecially  in  an  affair  of  fuch  im- 
portance to  the  intereft  of  the  king  his  mafter.  He 
even  furpafled  them,  in  fupplying  two  thoufand  poor 
people  with  provifions  every  day  to  fupport  life,  and 
felling  his  gold  and  filver  plate  for  this  purnofe,  and 
every  thing  elfe  of  value  which  belonged  to  him. 

The  duke  knew  perfectly  well  how  to  make  the 
beft  advantage  of  the  madnefe  of  the  clergy,  and  the 
religious,  and  of  the  hatred  they  bore  towards  the  king. 

The 


The  Reign  of  H  E  N  R  Y  IV. 

The  preachers  were  ufeful  to  him,  in  fupporting  the  A.  2), 
courage  of  the  people,  by  their  lively  and  pathe- 
tick  exhortations  $  in  which  they  exaggerated  the  dan- 
ger  of  religion,  and  flattered  them  with  the  aflurance 
tnat  their  miferies  and  death  had  the  nature  of  a  real 
martyrdom. 

The  faculty  of  divinity  was  entirely  at  his  devo- 
tion, and  gave  Out  fuch  decifions  as  he  pleated,  when 
'twas  requifite  to  fupport  or  intimidate  confciences, 
efpecially,  when  'twas  propofed  to  capitulate  or  treat 
with  the  king. 

A  regiment  was  formed  of  thirteen  hundred  men, 
made  up  of  priefts,  fcholars,  and  monks,  of  almoft 
every  order  in  the  town,  who  were  armed  with  hel- 
mets, and  clad  in  cuirafles,  over  their  ecclefiaftical  ha- 
bits, having  M.  Rofst  bifhop  of  Senlis,  at  their  head, 
Prints  were  taken  of  their  march,  which  are  yet  in 
being,  and  might  well  pafs  for  grotefque  figures,  purely 
imaginary,  if  the  fafl  had  not  been  fb  conitantly  averred 
by  all  our  hiftorians. 

The  duke's  authority  gave  him  an  abfblute  permifli- 
on  to  do  what  he  pleated,  without  any  one's  gainfay- 
ing  j  even  fo  far  as  to  melt  the  lead  and  filver  of  the 
churches,  and  to  felt  the  jewels  of  the  crown  ;  and  he 
was  ferved  fo  effectually  by  his  {pies,  that  of  feveral 
intelligences  which  were  praftited  in  the  town,  there 
was  not  fo  much  as  one  which  cfcaped  his  difcovery : 
He  made  very  few  fallies,  for  fear  ot  detertion. 

The  king  began  with  attacking  the  bridges  of  Cka- 
renton,  and  S.  Maur.  They  were  both  carried,  and 
the  perfons  who  defended  them  hung  in  chains.  He 
caufed  a  bridge  to  be  built  over  the  river  at  ConflanSi 
and  by  this  means  his  troops  had  an  opportunity  of  a 
"  free  paffage  to  ravage  the  country  around  ^Paris,  He' 
took  S.  iZ?e«/s  by  compofition,  and  made  an  attack 
upon  the  Fanxbow'S  S.  Martin^  which  proved  unfuc- 
cefsful,  and  where  M.  de  la  None  was  wounded  in  the 
this^h  with  a  mufquet  (hot. 

The  king  was  furpmed  at  the  obftinate  defence  of 
the  befieged,  and  refolved  after  three  months  blockade, 
to  fhut  them  up  ftill  cloier.  Upon  the  twcnty-feventh 
ofy«/y  he  caufed  a  general  aflault  to  be  made  upon  the 
fauxbovrps,  and  carried  them  ^  the  trpops  were  lodged 
VOL,  IV.  S  there, 
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j4.  eD.   there,  excepting  in  the  Fauxlmirg  S.  Anto'ine,  where 
i  yc;o.    there  were  very  few  houfes. 

*/~\f^j  cparis  being  fo  clofe  block'd  up,  was  reduced  to  the 
laft  extremities  $  they  eat  dogs,  cats,  rats,  and  leather  5 
they  went  fo  far  as  to  make  a  pafte  of  dead  mens  bones 
ground  to  powder,  fb  that  this  fiege  was,  with  reafon, 
compared  to  that  of  Jemfahm  in  the  time  of  the  em- 
perors yefpafian  and  Tints. 

Notwithftanding  the  oaths  were.adminiftred  afrefh, 
and  the  decilions  of  the  Sorbonne  were  again  repeated, 
thefe  miferies  were  brought  to  fuch  a  pafs,  that  the 
ftate  of  affairs  having  been  examined  in  a  grand  coun- 
cil, where  the  cardinal  of  Gviiiy,  bifhop  or 'Paris,  and 
the  archbifhop  of  Lyons,  the  prcfidents,  and  counfel- 
lors  of  parliament,  and  feveral  of  the  moft  confidera- 
ble  men  in  the  town  w:ere  prefent,  it  was  concluded,  in 
oppofition  to  the  duke  of  Nemours,  to  fend  deputies 
to  the  king  with  propositions  j  the  cardinal  of  Gwt.iy, 
and  the  archbifliop  of  Lyons,  were  charged  with  this 
commiflion. 

They  were  received  by  the  king,  much  more  coldly 
than  they  expected.  They  offered  to  put  'Paris  into 
his  hands,  provided  he  would  become  a  catholick,  and 
that  the  other  towns  of  the  league  would  fubmit  to 
him  upon  the  fame  condition.  But  they  deiired  he 
would  give  them  leave,  before  the  conclufion  of  the 
treaty,  to  confer  with  the  duke  of  Maycnne, 

The  fubftance  of  the  king's  anfwer  was,  That  it  did 
not  belong  to  fubjefts  to  prescribe  conditions  to  their 
foveraign^  that  if  the  town  of  'Paris  would  fubmit 
to  his  mercy,  he  would  receive  it  5  but  they  mult  me- 
rit their  pardon,  by  an  immediate  furrender  5  that 
the  duke  of  Mayenne  was  out  of  the  queftion,  and 
he  would  not  fuffer  them  to  go  to  him. 

The  king  judging  by  this  ftep,  that  the  'Parifians 
were  under  great  difficulties,  thought  he  /hould  decide 
the  affair  by  attacking  them  in  form.  He  laid  a  trench 
towards  the  gate  S.  Germains  ,  prepared  a  battery  of 
thirteen  cannons,  and  emplov'd  the  miners  to  under- 
mine the  wall.  The  duke  ofNemours  u^ed  all  poflible 
care  upon  this  occafion  :  He  countermined  the  gate, 
raifed  intrenchments.  The  mine  proved  unfucceisful, 
and  the  attack  was  difcontinued. 

Soon 
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Soon  after  the  king  put  himfelf  at  die  head  of  a  A.  1). 
large  body  of  horfe,  and  made  an  expeditious  march, 
in  hopes  to  furround  the  duke  of  Mayenne  in  a  place 
where  he  knew  that  he  was  but  thinly  accompanied, 
but  the  duke  had  notice  foon  enough  to  retire,  and 
throw  himfelf  into  Laou^  where  he  was  fecure. 

Several  believed,  that  if  the  king  had  fuffered  the 
two  prelates  to  have  gone  to  the  duke  of  Mayenne,  the 
duke  would  have  confented  to  the  furrendry  of  faris, 
he  was  then  fb  diflatisfied  with  the  Spaniards  for  the 
repulfes  they  had  given  him  upon  his  demanding  aid. 
But  the  king  could^not  perfuade  himfelf,  that  the  king 
of  Spain  would  have  commanded  the  prince  of  Merino, 
to  enter  France  with  an  army,  and  leave  the  Loiv- 
Coumries,  whilft  count  Maurice  the  fbn  and  fucceflbr 
of  the  prince  of  Orange,  in  the  command  of  the  ftates 
troops,  had  an  army  ready  to  fall  upon,  the  SfavijJj 
towns;  as  fbon  as  they  ihould  find  them  disfurnifhed. 
Prudence,  in  fuch  cafes,  obliges  us  to  follow  the  moft 
probable  councils  5  but,  in  doing  fb,  we  fbmetimes  fall 
ihort  of  the  mark,  and  take  the  wrong  fide.  The  king 
of  Spain,  notwithftanding  the  remonftrances  of  the 
prince  of  farma^  ordered  him  to  facrifice  all  to  the 
deliverance  of  far  is,  and  to  employ  the  beft  troops  he 
had  in  the  Low-Countries  in  raifing  the  fiegc.  The 
news  of  fuccour  from  the  Spanifo  army,  which  Had  fb 
often  been  filfly  reported  in  ¥arist  became  at  laft  true, 
and  the  duke  of  Mayenne,  not  long  after,  afTured  the 
farifians,  that  the  prince  of  tparma  would  be  at 
Meati.v,  in  a  little  time,  at  the  head  of  his  army. 

He  entered  France  at  the  head  of  twelve  thoufand 
foot,  and  three  thoufand  horfe,  who  being  joined  by 
the  'Debris  of  the  battle  of  Ivry,  whom  the  duke  of 
jVayenne  had  got  together,  by  a  body  of  horfe  whom 
the  count  of  Cbaligni  had  brought  from  Lorraine Y  by 
.the  troops  of  !Balagny  prince  of  ^Cambray,  who  always 
followed  the  party  of  the  league,  and  by  fbme  others, 
made  up  a  very  numerous  army,  and  much  fuperiour 
to  the  king's. 

This  was  moft  terrible  news  to  his.  majefty,  who 
was  obliged  to  raife  the  fiege  to  march  and  meet  the 
enemy.  After  having  long  deliberated  upon  the  poft 
he  fhould  take  to  oppofe  their  paflage,  nc  came  into 
the  plain  of  Scnty,  where  he  took  a  review  of  his 
S  3  army, 
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A.  Z).  army.  He  had  in  it  eighteen  thoufand  foot,  and  feven 
i?9o.  thoufand  horfc,  among  whom  were  betwixt  four  or  five 
thoufand  gentlemen  5  for  the  gentry  of  his  party,  and 
the  troops  from  feveral  places,  were  come  to  join  him 
uon  the  news  that  the  Sjxinijh  army  had  entered 


The  king  did  all  he  could  to  draw  the  prince  of 
'Parma  to  a  battle,  but  this  was  not  the  general's  de- 
Jign,  who  had  proposed  nothing  more  to  himfelf,  than 
to  raife  the  fiege  of  'Paris.  He  took  Lagni  by  affault, 
and  thereby  opened  the  way  to  'Paris,  having  it  in  his 
choice,  by  this  means,  to  march  on  either  fide  the 
river,  according  as  the  king  fhould  poft  himfelf,  it  being 
inr.offible  for  the  king  to  fhut  up  from  him  both 
paflages  at  the  fame  time,  .fo  that  his  majefty  returned 
into  the  plains  of  Bondyy  with  his  army,  and  there 
encamped. 

He  did  not  however  forbear  to  make  another  attempt 
upon  'Paris,  in  hotes  the  Tarifians  feeing  the  fiege 
raifed,  would  not  be  upon  their  guard,  and  fell  very 
ihort  of  fuccefs.  The  count  de  Ckatillon  having  marched 
by  night  with  a  party  of  the  infantry,  planted  {even 
or  eight  ladders,  near  the  gate  S.  Jacqws,  without 
being  perceived.  Some  of  the  foldiers  got  upon  the 
wall,  but  a  centinel  having  giving  the  alarm,  the  neigh- 
bouring guard  fell  upon  them,  and  killed,  or  threw 
down  in  the  fofle,  thofe  who  had  got  up  $  and  others 
coming  to  their  affiftance  from  all  fides,  Chatillon 
was  obliged  to  found  a  retreat,  and  retire  to  a 
diftance. 

This  blow  having  failed,  the  king  quitted  the  plain- 

of  Bon.iy,  and  went  to  incamp  at  Gonefe,   where  he 

begun  to  put  in  execution  the  refolution  he  had  formed 

Nfemoires  of  of  dividing  his  army  into  feveral  detachments.     He  fent 

the  league,  them  into   fuch  parts  of  the  country,  under  his  fub- 

T-  4-          jeftion,  as  were  moft  expofed  to  danger  from  the  ene- 

my.    The  prince  of  Conti  carried  back  with  him  the 

moft  part  of  the  nobility  and  gentry   of  An]ouy  Tbti- 

raine*   and  Maine,    to   keep    the  leaguers,    in  thofe 

quarters,    under   due    obedience.     The  duke  of  Mont- 

pexfier  returned  into  Normandy  with  the  troops  he  had 

brought  thence  5  the  duke  of  Lmjgueville  into  Vicar  dyt 

the  marefchal  .i%  Aumont  into  'Burgundy  ;  the  duke 

of  Nevers  went  to  command  in  Champagne,  and  La- 
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vardin  was  charged  with  the  defence  of  S.  "Denis.    The   .//.  2}. 

king  kept  the  marefchal  Siren  about  his  perfon,  with     i.f9p. 

a  body  very  confiderablc,   to  march  whither  his  pre-  s^'V"^ 

fence  fhould  be  neceflary,  and  to  h-irrafs  the  enemy  : 

And  to  let  the  leaguers  fee,  he  was  ttill  in  a  conditiQn 

to  make  conquefts,  he  befieged  Clerraout,  in  Seauyois,  * 

and  took  it  upon  capitulation. 

'Pwis  beincj  delivered,  and  re-victualled,  the  army 
of  the  prince  of  fParma  drew  near  the  rov.  n,  and  him- 
felf  entered  incognito  j  but  the  famine  would  I 
very  fbon  been  revived  in  'Pr.ris,  ii :  the  rivers  of  Seinf, 
and  Mame,  were  not  kept  oj)en  -7  and  this  therefore 
the  heads  of  the  league  took  firfi  into  confideration. 

They  were  already  become  matters  of  'ProvinS,  and 
fome  other  fmall  places,  which  were  not  in  a  condition 
to   make  any  rermance.     They  got   into  their  hands  p*  Aubigne 
the  ports  of  S.  Meiur,  and  Ckarentoi:,  and  went  to  lay  T.  j.  1.3^ 
fieae  to  Corbeil,    on  the  twenty-fourth  of  Septemler.  ^  9" 
The  fieur  de  RigaK.J,    a  colonel  in  the  £rmy,    kept 
them  three  weeks  before  that  place,  which   was  can- 
nonaded,  and  opened  in  Several  places,    and   he  was 
there  ilain  by  a  cannon  /hot.    The  captain  and  foldiers 
'went  on  to  fuftain  the  fiege,  till  they  were  carried  by 
aflault,    and    cut  to  pieces.     The  marquis  de  Renr, 
one  of  the  moft  able  generals  in   the  Spanifo  army, 
with  feveral  other  officers  of  note,  were  there  ilain. 

This  was  the  laft  of  the  prince  of  'Parma**  con- 
quefis.  His  troops  were  much  diminifhedj  the  winter 
came  on,  and  prince  Jlfaurice,  at  the  head  of  the  itates 
army,  made  a  great  advantage  ot  his  abfence ;  for 
which  reafon  he  fet  forward  towards  the  Lew-Coun- 
tries, in  the  month  of  November.  He  was  ft;ll  at  Brie, 
when  he  learnt  that  Corbeil  was  re -taken.  The  cPeffi- 
fians  prcflid  him  very  cameftly  to  recover  it,  but  he 
refufed  to  comply.  He  was  mightily  incommoded  in  n'  A-/;I«, 
his  return,  partly  by  the  royal  garrifons,  and  partly  '  "'• 
by  the  king  himfelt,  who  was  conftantly  at  his  hecis  ; 
However,  he  loft  nothing  more  than  part  of  his  bag- 
gage. As  foon  as  he  was  arrived  upon  the  frontiers, 
he  difpatch'd  certain  troops,  both  of  horfe  and  fcwr, 
to  the  affiitance  of  the  duke  of  Alayerine. 

The  king  cesfing  to  purfue  the  enemy,  made  his 
entry  into  S.  ^uetttin,  which  had  gladly  Tubmittcd  to 
hi*  obedience.  Upon  the  tenth  of  \Dcccmber,  new* 
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Jl.  <D.  was  brought  him  of  the  conqueft  of  Cortic,  which 
1 5-90.  three  lords  of  his  party  had  taken  by  furprize  :  Thefe 
were  the  fieurs  de  Hnmieres,  deTarabere,  and  de  la, 
Boifliere.  This  was  the  laft  expedition  of  importance 
this  year  in  tPic^tr-/y-7  and  therefore  I  fhall  now  mention 
what  pafled  elfewhere. 

Though  the  principal  forces  of  the  two  parties  were 
employed  on  one  fide  in  the  blockade  oi'Pftris,  and 
on  the  pther  in  its  defence,  and  fome  again  were  in  rea- 
«iinefs  to  join  the  duke  of  Mayeime  when  there  fhould 
be  occaflon  j  the  war  was  carried  on,  in  feme  of  the 
provinces,  more  vigoroufly,  than  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  this  capital  city.  Several  very  bloody  catties  were 
fought  in  Maine,  where  the  leaguers  were  always  bea- 
ten :  T)i!  He rtray,  governor  of  Alevfon  ;  Leftelle,  go- 
vernor, of  May  emit  •$  la  Roackpct,  governor  of  An- 
ioit,  and  Several  other  gentlemen  of  the  royalift  party, 
"diftingui  fried  themfelves  in  a  very  remarkable  manner. 
The  'prince  of  Ccnti  took  la  Ferte  Bernard,  the 
only  place  which  remained  to  the  league  in  Maine,  and 
Ckatt0ttdttn,  which  had  been  taken,  not  long  before, 
by  la  Bour.iaifiere  for  the  league. 

'  'PJoilip  Emaimel  of  -Loirc.ine,  duke  of  Merc&ur, 
nnd  governor  of  'Brittany,  was  declared  chief  of  the 
league  in  that  province.  He  acled  independently  enough 
of  the  duke  of  Mayenne,  for  though  united  by  the 
common  inrerefts  of  their  houfe,  and  the  league,  yet 
the  duke  of  Mercaur  had  particular  views  of  his  own, 
and  carried  them  very  high.  He  had  married  Mary 
of  Lcxcnbourgh,  heir  of  the  houfe  of  fenfJiievrc,  a 
branch  of  the  laft  dukes  of  'Brittany,  and  under  pre- 
tence of  this  title,  he  attempted  to  divide  the  dutchy 
of  ^Brittany  from  the  crown,  and  claim  it  to  himfelf. 
Cayet  T.  i.  He  had  treated  with  the  king  of  Spain  by  himfelf, 
who  had  fent  him  between  four  and  five  thouland  men. 
The  principal  condition  of  the  treaty  was,  that  the 
duke  /hould  deliver  up  to  the  Spaniard  the  port  of 
Slc.ve't,  now  crlled  'Port-Louis,  for  a  place  of  fecurity, 
with  leave  to  fortify  it.  He  fern  the  duke  troops  fo 
much  the  more  willingly,  r.s  he  laid  claim  himfelf  to 
the  durchy  of  &riitanyt  by  the  daughter  he  had  by 
Elizabeth  of  Tw.cr.  ti  ughter  of  kinc  Hejiry  the  fe- 
cond,  and  heire^,  as  he  fa-id,  to  the  three  laft  kings  her 
brothers,  eflecially  fbr  Brittany,  becaufe  this  dutchy, 

before 
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before  its  re-union  with  the  crown  of  France,  defcend-     a  <j\ 
ed  to  the  female.    He  look'd  upon  the  entrance  of  his   Vroo  ' 
troops  into  the  port  of  Slaver,  as  a'taking  poffeifion  v^- 
of  the  dutchy  of  ftnttavy,  where  he  did  not  delpair 
of  maintaining  his  ground   by  their  means,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  future  difpute  he  was  to  have  with  the 
duke  of  Mercwtr. 

The  duke,  by  the  affiftance  of  the  Sl>amr.r:i^  had 
confiderably  the  advantage,  and  recovered  -Jiennebon, 
a  place  adjoining  to  the  port  of  fllavet',  which  had 
been  taken  from  him  by  the  royaliiis.  Several  other 
enterprizes  were  undertook  on  both  fides,  which  tho' 
little  important  in  themfelves,  and  carried  on  with 
different  fucccls,  coit  a  great  deal  of  blood,  and  laid 
wafte  all  the  plain  country. 

At  the  other  end  of  the  kingdom,  the  duke  of 
Savoy,  who  had  thrown  off  the  mask,  no  longer  dil- 
guifed  his  pretenfions,  and  rather  made  war  againtt 
France  than  againflt  the  king.  It  was  plainly  leen, 
he  had  formed  a  defign  of  making  himfelf  matter  of 
^Dnupbwy  and  Trove/ice,  and  adding  them  to  the 
ufurpation  he  had  made  of  the  marquifate  of 
Saluces. 

Zefii%tiieres  beat  his  troops  in  T^aiipbiny  upon  al- 
moft  every  occafion.  He  took  Sriartcon,  and  ibme 
other  places,  from  the  league,  and  made  himfelf  mailer 
of  Grenoble,  after  having'block'd  it  up  for  a  long-time, 
and  the  government  of  it  was  conferred  upon  him  by 
the  king. 

The  duke  of  Savoy  fucceeded  better  in  'Provence, 
where,  by  the  intrigues  of  2)*i?7fieire,  and  the  coun- 
tefs  of  Smlt,  the  parliament  of  Aix  gave  him  the 
title'of  governor  of  the  province.  He  made  his  entry 
into  Aix  on  the  eighteenth  of  November,  and  five  days 
after  went  to  parliament,  where,  being  ieated  in  the 
firft  place,  the  firft  president,  in  the  name  of  the 
whole  court,  declared  him  governor  and  lieutenant- 
general  ofProvence,  under  the  crown  of  Francs.  For, 
from  the  time  that  anarchy  was  introduced  into  the 
kingdom  by  the  league,  'twas  necefTary  to  find  out 
fbme  new  form  to  exprefs  the  unjuft  authority  they 
gave  to  their  chiefs.  The  duke  took  Salon,  and  fome 
other  ihiall  places,  and  called  together  the  ftatcs  ofPro- 
S  4 
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j4.  2>.   vence,.  to  meet  at  Aix  in  the  month  of  January 
1/90.     following. 

This  election  of  the  duke  of  Savoy  produced  a 
third  party.  For  the  count  of  Carces,  who  was  gover- 
nor of  the  province  for  the  league,  feeing  himfelf  dif- 
poflefled  by  the  duke,  began,  with  his  friends,  to 
make  a  leparate  body,  and  by  this  means  gave  the 
king  no  fmall  advantage. 

Several  attempts  were  made  in  AwwrgK.,  Laugue- 
4ocy  and  fome  other  provinces,  which  were  all  of  very 
little  importance  $  but  the  raifing  the  fiege  of  'Paris 
rekindled  the  courage  of  the  leaguers  at  Souraeftux. 
The  marefchal  de  Matignott  had  occafion  for  all  his 
prudence  to  moderate  their  zeal  5  he  gained  his  point, 
and  it  was  concluded  to  lend  deputies  to  the  king,  to 
remind  him  of  the  promife  he  had  made  to  intlru£l 
himfelf  in  the  bufinefs  of  religion.  The  deputies 
found  his  majefty  at  Senlis,  and  were  well  fatisfied 
with  his  anfwer.  In  the  mean  while  the  marefchal 
introduces  certain  troops  into  $<Htrdf£ftxt  to  keep 
under  the  mutineers.,  and  managed  io  well,  that  the 
uarliarnent  judged  it  convenient  to  allow  the  king  time 
far  his  converfion,  before  they  determined  to  join 
the  league. 

During  the  fiege  of  *!P/rm,  there  fell  out  an  acci- 
dent,' which  gave  the  heads  of  the  league  a  great  deal 
of  disturbance  :  This  was  the  death  of  the  cardinal 
of  Scurbon,  whom  the  leaguers  had  named  Charles 
the  Tenth  king  of  France,  who  died  in  his  prifon. 
This  event  principally  embarrafled  the  duke  of  May- 
exve,  who  from  the  time  of  the  proclamation  of  this 
pretended  iing,  had  derived  from  him  his  office  of 
lieutenant-general  of  the  kingdom,  and  confequently 
it  expired  by  his  death  :  But  fo  great  was  the  mad- 
nefs  of  the  league,  that  no  body  made  any  difficulty 
upon  this  article,  and  he  continued  in  full  pofleflion 
of  the  power  he  held  before. 

There  fell  out  alfb  another  incident  of  impor- 
tance during  the  fiege  of  'P/rm,  and  this  was  the 
death  of  pope  Sixttis  the  fifth.  This  proved  an  un- 
lucky aflfair  for  the  king,  as  the  pope  had  always 
condemned  the  league  as,  in  his  judgment,  a  vile 
combination,  and  which  he  only  iupported,  during  his 
popedom,  as  an  evil  tha,t  was  neceffary  for  rV  e  pre- 
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fetvation  of  religion  ip  the  kingdom.    He  had,  for  ^.  2>. 
fome  time,  given  a  favourable  ear  to  the  duke  of    \<. 
Lnxewbcurgl.',  and  there  was  caufe  to  hope  he  would 
have   entered  into  new  meafures  to  reftore  peace  to 
Fwtce,  as  he  hated  the  Spaniards,  and  was  unwilling 
their  power  fhould  encreafe. 

As  the  affairs  of  France  then  depended  very  much 
upon  the  pope's  dilpofition,  the  two  parties  were 
very  impatient  to  learn  who  mould  be  chofen  to  fuc- 
ceed  pope  Sixfvs  the  fifth.  Cardinal  John  Sapti^a 
Caftanea  was  railed  to  the  Ibveraign  pontificate,  on 
the  fifteenth  of  September,  and  took  the  name  of 
Urban  the  feventh,  but  dying  within  thirteen  days 
after,  it  was  neceflary  to  proceed  to  a  new  election, 
which  fell  on  the  fifteenth  of  'December  upon  cardi- 
nal Nicholas  Sfondrati,  named  Gregory  the  fourteenth : 
I  mall  begin  the  account  of  what  happened  in  the 
year  1591,  with  this  pope's  conduct. 

The  pope  being  born  in  the  Milaneze,  a  fubjecl  of 
the  king  oi  Spain^  and  owing  his  advancement  to  the 
pontificate  to  his  inrereft,  gave  himfelf  entirely  up  to 
the  Spaniard,,  and  was  directed  in  the  affairs  of  France 
by  cardinal  Cajetan,  who  being  tired  of  his  long  re- 
fidence  in  this  kingdom,  took  the  occafion  of  Sixttts 
the  fifth's  death  to  return  to  Rome,  and  left  at  'Paris t 
in  his  ftead,  'Philif  Sega,  bi/liop  ofP&#&tfr?,  to  aft 
in  the  name  of  the  holy  fee. 

The  pope  immediately  declared,  he  would  fpare 
neither  pains,  nor  money,  nor  troops,  nor  bulls,  to 
fupport  the  party  of  the  league,  notwithiianding  the 
memorial  which  the  duke  of  Luxembourg,  who  had 
left  Rome  before  his  advancement,  had  prefemed  to 
the  conclave,  and  another  memorial  he  had  addreft 
to  him  during  his  return,  after  he  had  been  informed 
of  his  election. 

The  pope  put  in  execution  the  promifes  he  had 
made  to  the  league.  The  money  was  delivered  for 
the  firft  month  «  the  troops  which  were  to  march  into 
Fr^ce,  under  the  command  of  the  duke  de  Monte 
Marciano,  were  fpeedily  raifed,  and  the  expence  fup- 
plied  cut  of  the  large  treafures  which  Sixtw  the  Fifth 
had  got  together,  with  a  defign,  as  'twas  faid,  to  drive 
the  Spaniards  out  of  Naples.  He  fent  Marcilio  Lan- 
di\'an<)  into  France  with  two  monitory  letters,  the  one  for 
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A.  2).  *he  c'iergy»  whom  he  excommunicated  and  fufpended. 
jroi.  and  declared  degraded  of  all  their  benefices,  it' within 
a  months's  time  they  did  not  feperate  themlelves  from 
the  king  and  his  intereft5  the  other  was  only  me- 
nacing, and  bore  the  fame  command  to  the  princes, 
lords,  and  other  fubje&s  of  the  king.  His  majefty 
was,  in  both,  declared  an  heretick  rclapfed,  a  perle- 
cutor  of  the  church,  excommunicated,  and  deprived 
of  his  kingdoms,  and  all  other  his  dominions,  &c. 

Thefe  two'  monitories  caufed  a  deal  of  diftur- 
bance  throughout  all  Frame,  and  were  condemned 
to  be  burnt  by  the  parliaments  of  T'mn  and  ChalwiS. 
They  were  followed  with  abundance  of  difcouries  for 
and  againft  the  pope's  authority  ;  and  the  king  him- 
felf  put  out  a  declaration  upon  this  fubjeft  at  Mante^ 
whicn  was  far  more  moderate  than  thefe  decrees, 
as  it  was  proper  for  him  it  Should  be.  He  there 
entred  upon  his  own  defence,  and  expo  fed  to  the 
whole  kingdom  of  France,  the  violence  and  injuftice 
with  which  he  was  treated  at  Rome. 

The  great  number  of  tracls,  which  was  then  fent 
abroad  on  all  fides,  ferved  only  to.  increafe  the  mif- 
underftanding,  and  the  war  was  carried  on  in  all  places 
this  year,  with  the  fame  fury  as  in  the  preceding. 

The  firft  attempt  was  made  by  the  leaguers  on  the 
thirtieth  of  January.  The  count  of  Selint  whorri 
the  duke  of  Ncmours  had  left  governor  of  'Paris,  to 
go  into  his  own  province  of  the  Lyonnois,  undertook 
to  furprize  S.  lieiiis.  The  chevalier  ^'  Aumale  was  at 
the  head  of  this  expedition,  which  proved  unfuccefs- 
ful,  and  coft  him  his  life.  . 

The  king,  on  his  fide,  formed  a  defign  of  a  very 
different  importance,  which  was  to  furprize  'Paris 
by  the  .gate  Hmore.  He  caufed  fixty  officers  to  be 
difgiiifed  like  peafams,  leading  horfes  and  carts,  as 
the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  villages  did,  who 
came  by  night  to  bring  corn  to  (Parisy  to  avoid  the 
dangers  they  might  have  met  with  in  the  day  time. 
They  all  came  to  the  Faux&oiirg about  three  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  as  well  the  commanders  in  difguife,  as  the 
officers  and  foldiers  who  were  to  fupport  them  5  but 
the  count  of  S  elm,  upon  information  of  certain  move- 
ments  of  the  royalift  troops,  had  a  fufpicion  of  fbme 
defign,  and  by  the  greateft  happinefs  for  him  in  the  • 

world, 
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world,  had  juft  barricaded  the  gate  of  S.  Honore,  and  £  y 
thrown  a  quantity  of  earth  behind  it;  infbmuch  that 
when  the  men  that  led  the  carts  and  horles  came 
thither,  they  were  told,  they  could  not  pafs  any  more 
through  that  gate,  but  muft  go  to  another,  that  lay 
near  the  river.  The  king  faw  plainly  by  this  means, 
that  the  <PariJians  were  upon  their  guard,  and  there- 
fore as  he  could  not  change  the  difpofltion  of  his 
troops  without  noife,  he  retired.  This  night  was 
called  the  Gorn-attion,  from  this  accident,  and  was 
yearly  kept  by  the  <Par//ians,  as  a  great  holy-day, 
till  the  city  was  reduced  to  the  king's  obedience. 

His  majelty  was  more  fiiccelsful  in  the  fiege  of 
Chttrtres,  which  he  undertook,  notwithstanding  the 
rigour  of  the  feafon.  He  gained  his  point,  but  not 
without  much  difficulty,  and  the  lofs  of  abundance  of 
brave  officers.  The  duke  of  Mayewie  endeavour'd  to 
make  himfelf  amends  by  the  taking  of  Cbateau- 
^Tbierri  j  but  there  was  a  deal  of  difference  between 
thefe  two  towns,  efpecially  with  relation  to  'Paris. 

Thefe  two  fieges  being  ended,  the  armies  were 
fcnt  into  quarters,  to  take  a  little  reft,  after  a  cam- 
paign which  had  lafted  above  a  year,  and  in  the  fe- 
vereft  part  of  winter. 

The  king  having  again  taken  the  field,  du  Rolet 
governor  of  font  de  VArche,  took  Louviers  from  the 
leaguers,  a  town  which  was  then  very  rich,  and  much 
more  confiderable  than  it  is  at  prefenr.  Some  time 
before,  Mouy  Richebowg  had  furrendred  to  him  Cha- 
teau Grtillar.i,  which  was  as  the  citadel  of*4btifafr  upon 
the  Seine.  Chateau  Gaillard  was  one  of  the  ftrongeft 
places  in  all  France.  The  king  attacked  Noyon,  by 
the  mnrefchal  de  Biron,  who  took  the  place,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  theeffbrtsof  the  leaguers  to  fave  it.  The 
vifcount  afTavanttes  attempting  to  throw  himfelf  into 
the  town,  was  wounded,  and  taken.  'Twas  furrendred 
in  fight  of  the  duke  of  Mayenne,  who  durft  not 
hazard  the  battle  the  king  was  refolved  to  accept 
of. 

'Twas  during  this  fiege,  that  the  young  duke  of 
Gtiife  efcaped  from  his  prifbn  in  the  caftle  ofJotirs. 
'Twas  thought  the  king  wag  not  much  difpleafed 
with  his  getting  off,  as  he  hoped  the  intereft  of  the 
young  duke  would  not  be  the  fame  with  that  of  his 

uncle, 
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j4.  CD.   uncle,  which  might  be  a  means   to  produce  a  cUvifion 
ifpi.     in  the  party  3  and  Ib  in  reality  it  fell  out. 

I"  civil  wars,  when  a  ftate  is  divided  into  two 
parties,  it  is  not  furprizing  that  new  divifions  fhould 
be  formed  in  the  parries  themfelves.  Theie  are  diffi- 
culties, which  the  chiefs  muft  unavoidably  meet  with, 
and  were  experienced  by  the  king  and  the  duke  of 
Mayenne  this  very  year. 

The  cardinal  Charles  of  Bourbon,  nephew  to  the 
cardinal  of  the  fame  name  who  died  the  foregoing 
year  in  his  prifon  of  Fontenay-le^Comte,  yielded  to 
the  temptation  of  defiring  the  throne.  He  was  fon 
to  Lewis  prince  of  Cwide^  who  was  flain  at  the  battle 
of  JaniaCt  and  the  neareft  the  crown  in  this  branch, 
after  his  nephew  Henry  of  Conde,  the  fecond  of  the 
name,  who  was  then  but  three  years  old,  and  was  fon 
to  Henry  the  Firft,  who  was  poifbned  at  S.  John 
tFAngeli.  Some  catholick  lords,  who  were  diflatisfied 
with  the  delay  of  the  king's  converfion,  put  this  de- 
fign  into  the  cardinal's  head,  and  would  have  form'd  a 
third  party  to  raife  him  to  the  throne,  in  cafe  the 
king  jfhould  not  be  converted  very  fpeedily.  The 
cardinal,  who  was  then  at  T'ctirs,  began  to  treat  with 
the  pope  at  Rome  upon  this  head.  Souvray,  go- 
vernor of  'fours,  had  knowledge  of  this  intrigue, 
and  gave  notice  of  it  to  the  king,  who  alfo  received 
information  from  another  hand.  He  formed  fbme 
pretence  to  call  the  cardinal  to  court,  and  received 
him  in  the  moft  agreeable  manner  imaginable.  He 
took  no  notice  to  him  of  the  matter,  and  being  fatis- 
fied  with  having  him  in  his  power,  and  fetting  a 
ftricl  guard  over  him,  he  judged  it  convenient  to  pafs 
all  over  in  filence,  and  by  that  means  prevented  the 
affair  from  being  attended  with  any  ill  confequence. 

But  the  cafe  proved  far  otherwife  in  the  divifion 
that  had  arofe  amongft  the  leaguers.  The  faclion  of 
the.fixteen  had  regained  the  fuperiority  ever  fince  the 
fiege  of  'Paris.  The  great  Cervices  they  had  done 
the  league  upon  that  occafion,  had  made  their  Jnfo- 
lence  to  fwell  to  an  excefs.  They  were  fupported  by 
the  Spaniards  and  the  pope,  and  had  propofed  to  the 
duke  of  Mayemie,  the  reftoration  of  the  council  of 
union,  the  diflblution  of  which,  had  contributed 
rcry  iwch  to  the  lofs  of  their  credit.  They  were 

bent 
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bent  upon  fhaking  off  his  authority,  and  obliging  him 
to  an  abfolute  fubmiflion  to  the  king  of  Spain. 

They    prefented    to   him  *  two   memorials ,    one 
after  another,  which  were  filled  with  the  moil  infolent*  Related  by 
articles,  wherein  they  demanded  amongft  other  things,!^"'  T>  *= 
that  he  fhould  remove  leveral  magiitrates  from  the 
parliament  and  other  courts  of  juftice,  and  give  them 
another  bifhop  be/Ides  the  cardinal  of  Gondi^  under 
pretence,    that  theie  were  iufpicious  perfbns.     They 
wrote   a  *  letter  to  the  king  of  Spain  to  offer  him  the*  n«ed  the 
crown  of  France,  and  in  cafe  he   would  not  accept  it  ^t° 
himfelf,    they   demanded    of  him   the    infanta    his 
daughter  for  queen,  and  belbught  him  to  choole  her  a 
husband  $  their  intention  was  to  make  the  choice  fall 
upon   the  young  duke  of  Gitife  :  But  they  more  par- 
ticularly diftinguimed    themfelves   by  their  audaci- 
oufnels  upon  the  following  occafion. 

They  intercepted  a  letter,  which  was  wrote  by 
Brigard the  king's  attorney,  in  the  hotel  de  Ville^  to 
his  uncle,  who  was  at  S.  'Denis,  and  in  the  royal 
party.  Brigant  was  committed  to  cuftody  upon  this 
letter,  and  his  death  was  earneftly  follicited  by  the 
fixteen.  But  the  parliament  having  examined  the 
matter,  and  finding  nothing  very  criminal  in  the 
letter,  Brigari  was  cleared  and  delivered  out  of 
prifon. 

The  fixteen,  inraged  at  this  decree,  refolved  to  be 
revenged  upon  the  perfon  who  made  it,  which  was  the 
fieur  %JriJJw2t  who  then  di  (charged  the  office  of  firft 
prefident,  and  confpired  his  death. 

After  feveral  private  aflemblies  held  among  them- 
felves,  fluffy,  Loucloart,  le  Normand,  and  Anrouxt 
the  moft  furious  of  the  cabal,  followed  by  feveral 
others,  feized  upon  the  prefident  on  the  <Ponl  S. Michel, 
and  of  their  own  authority  carried  him  to  the  Chatelet 
on  the  fifteenth  of  November. 

Not  long  after,  they  brought  him  by  force  to  the 
chamber  of  the  council,  where  Cocheri,  Crome  and 
fome  others  being  feated  as  judges,  Cocheri  took  upon 
him  to  examine  him,  and  in  the  mean  while,  they 
caufe^  the  fieur  Larcker,  counfellor  in  parliament,  and 
the  fip-:r  Tdr-rVf,  counfellor  in  the  Chatelet,  to  be  takert 
up.  They  were  all  three  condemned  to  be  hanged 
the  fame  day.  The  fentence  was  executed  in  prifon, 

and 
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2).   and  l^e  next   day  their  bodies  were  exposed  upon 
oi .    gibbets  in  the  place  of  the  Greve. 
^      Thefe  horribl 


>le  executions  alarmed  all  the  confider- 
able  families  of  jPrf/v'j,  who  were  apprehenfive  that 
this  mad  people,  after  fuch  preludes,  would  pillage 
their  houfes,  and  cut  their  throats.  Couriers  after 
couriers  were  f'ent  to  the  duke  of  Mayeime,  who  was 
then  at  Laon,  and  though  much  taken  up  with  le- 
veral  affairs,  that  lay  upon  his  hands,  he  iet  forward 
immediately,  with  the  fieur  de  Vitri*  and  certain 
troops,  and  by  great  journeys  came  to  Taris. 

He  made  fuch  hafte,  that  the  fixteen  found 
him  at  the  gate  S.  j4ntome,  before  they  were  able 
to  take  any  meafures  to  prevent  his  entry  into  'Paris, 
as  they  had  projected. 

As  fbon  as  he  was  arrived,  he  called  an  aflenably  at 
the  tiotelde  Viltet  whither  the  principal  of  the  fixteen 
came,  with  feverai  magiftrates,  and  Ibmc  of  the  moft 
confiderable  of  the  towns-men.  Some  entered  upon 
their  own  defence  ,  and  others  made  complaints,  and 
demanded  juftice.  The  duke,  disenabling  for  the 
prefent,  thought  fit  only  to  blame  the  rafhnefs  of 
thole  who  had  part  in  thele  diforders,  and  faid,  he 
would  take  care  to  prevent  the  like  rui  {management 
for  the  future,  and  even  upon  his  depatture  thence, 
had  fbme  of  the  fixteen  to  fup  with  him  at  the 
Louvre. 

But  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  M.  de  Vitri%  after 
having  taken  all  neceflary  precautions,  leized  upon 
Anrouz,  Emcnor,  Hamel'ine^  and  Lwtcbart,  and  car- 
ried them  to  the  Lcnvre,  where  they  were  hanged 
upon  a  beam  in  the  lower  hall.  £uJJy-le-Clercy  to  lave 
his  life,  put  the  Bafiile,  of  which  he  was  governor, 
into  the  duke's  hands,  and  retired  to  Srtfflettes. 
Some  others  were  taken  up  ;  but  Cocheri  and  Crome, 
who  were  moft  guilty,  made  their  efcape. 

The  duke,  after  this  example,    pardoned  the  reft, 
*n«ed  thepubli/hed  an  *  aft  of  indemnity,  out  of  which  Cocfceri 
ioth  of  Dec,  and  Crowe  were  only  excepted,  and  forbid,  that  par- 
ticular affemblies  fhould  ever  after  be  called  together, 
and   efpecially  by  the   fixteen,  under   pain   of  death. 
But  whatever  the  duke  of  Jdftvenm  could  do,  there 
were  itill  three  parties  at  Tans  5  his  own,  that  of  the 

royaliftf, 
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foyalifts  or  poliriques  (for  fo  they  were  called)  and 
that  of  the  fixteen  and  the  Spaniards. 

This  aft  of  juftice  in  the  duke,  joined  to  his  pru- 
dence and  refolution  in  the  conduct  of  Jo  nice  an  affair, 
gained  him  a  deal  of  honour;  but  after  all,  the 
advantage  lay  on  the  king's  fide}  for  the  royalift 
party  mightily  increased  and  gathered  ftrength,  as 
well  on  account  of  thefe  dilbrders,  as  becau/e  they 
were  tired  with  the  length  of  the  civil  war,  and  the 
increafe  of  foreign  troops  in  the  kingdom,  'which 
was  a  grievance  in  the  wars  of  the  late  reign.  For 
from  the  beginning  of  the  year,  it  had  been  reiblved 
on  both  fides,  to  make  ufe  of  the  fatal  expedient  of 
a  foreign  fupport. 

The  duke  of  Monte-Marciano,  the  pope's  nephew, 
came  to  Verdun  about  the  end  of  September,  at  the 
head  of  feven  thouland  men,  partly  Italians  and  part 
Swifles  of  the  catholick  cantons,  befides  three  thouland 
others,  which  the  duke  of  tparma  lent  to  the  afliftance 
of  the  league,  who  were  already  entered  France  on 
the  fide  of  the  Alps.  The  king  on  his  fide,  was 
aflifted  with  money  and  ammunition  by  the  queen  of 
England*  and  an  army  of  fix  thouland  men,  and  by 
the  proteftant  princes  of  Germany.  The  German 
army  arrived  upon  the  frontiers  at  the  fame  time  the 
Italian  troops  came  to  Verdun,  and  advanced  as  far  • 
as  Vendi  upon  the  river  ofAifne. 

The  king  took  a  review  of  them,  and  found  them 
to  be  in  very  good  order.  He  returned  to  Sedan  the 
eleventh  of  October,  to  celebrate  the  marriage  of 
Charlotte  de  la  Mark,  lady  of  Sedan  and  ^wittm, 
with  the  vilcount  of  Turenne,  who  furprized  Stenay 
on  his  wedding  night,  and  the  king  made  him  ma- 
refchal  of  Trance  the  next  year.  I  take  notice  of 
this  circumftance,  by  reafon  of  a  miftake  in  a  *  modern «  Mezeray," 
author,  who  will  have  the  marelchal's  ftaff  given  to 
the  vilcount  before  his  marriage.  The  king,  fays  he, 
Honoured  him  with  the  ftaff  of  a  marefchal  of  France, 
that  he  might  not  appear  unequal  to  the  alliance.  A 
reflection  as  certainly  falfe,  as  it  is  injurious  to  the 
houfe  of/tf  Tour  d'Anvergne. 

After  feveral  marches  and  countermarches,  to  keep 
the  enemy  in  difquiet,  the  royal  army  fet  forwards 
toward  feveral  parts  of  Normandy,  and  the  defign 

which 
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A.  CD.    which  the  king  had  long  thought  of,  was  at  laft  made 

if9i.    publick.    This    was  the    fiege  of  Roan,    which  the 

W"V*N^  marelchal  de  Siron  encompafled  on  S.  Martin's  day. 

The  king  came  thither  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  No- 

v&abery  having  learnt  by  the  way,  that  Rubewpre  had 

taken  by  furprize  from  the  leaguers,  iaint  Efprif  de 

Rue,  which   was  then  a  very  ftrong  town,  between 

the  rivers  of  Somme  and  Anthie. 

The  fiege  of  Roan  was  one  of  the  moft  famous, 
which,  fell  out  during  the  civil  wars,  as  well  for  the 
refinance  of  the  befieged,  as  for  the  great  events  it 
cccafioned. 

Towards  the  South,  the  town  is  fenced  by  the 
river  Seine,  which  in  that  place  is  very  broad  and 
very  deep,  and  on  the  North  it  is  furrounded  by 
mountains,  which  command  it.  Thehigheft  and  moft 
Eajlenj,  is  the  mountain  of  S.  Catherine,  which  pafTes 
direftly  through  it  from  one  end  to  the  other  j  for 
which  reaibn  they  had  built  a  fort  upon  if,  called'thc 
fort  of  S.  Catherine.  This  was  the  principal  defence 
of  the  town  j  for  if  the  fort  was  once  taken,  the  place 
could  not  long  hold  out,  and  therefore  the  attack  begun 
on  that  fide,  and  the  trench  was  opened  againft  the 
fort. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  fiege,  Villars  had  placed 
there  to  defend  it,  Aimarddt  Chatte,  fieur  de  Jeffan^ 
who  was  killed  upon  the  fpot.  The  fieurdeSois-Rofe, 
who  was  put  in  his  place,  having  his  leg  broke  by  a 
musket  /hot,  was  fucceeded  by  the  chevalier  'Picard. 
Thele  three  commanders  did  wonders  by  their  frequent 
and  vigorous  fallies  j  nor  could  any  one  better  guard 
againft  the  enemies  attempts.  The  trenches  were 
filled  up  and  recovered  feveral  times.  The  king  upon 
thefe  occafions  was  often  prefent  at  the  attack,  and 
every  four  days  he  mounted  the  trench,  like  a  common 
general  officer  ;  but  notwithftanding  all  the  care  of 
the  marcfchal  de  'Hiroii*  and  the  activity  of  the  king, 
the  fie^e  went  very  flou'ly  on,  by  the  vigour  and  vigi- 
rr  Aubigne  iance  of  tne  befieged  j  and  the  enemy  had  not  been 
c  14  *  a^lc  to  make  themfelves  matters  of  the  counterlcarpe 
of  the  fort  by  the  end  ofthe  year  159  r.  As  this  fiege 
lafted  great  part  of  the  next  year:  I  fhall  here  break 
off  the  relation,  and  refume  it  when  I  have  told  what 
pafled  eiiewhere. 

After 
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,  After  the  league  were  become  matters  of  <Poifim,  < 
a  little  before  the  death  of  Henry  the  third,  and  the 
party  of  the  king  his  fucce/Tor,  had  gained  the  lu- 
periority  in  'loitrawe,  j4vjoit  and  Maine,  the  neigh- 
bouring provinces  ot  the  Loire  became  the  theatre  of 
the  war,  not  becaufe  there  were  any  great  bodies  of 
troops  there,  but  the  nobility  and  gentry  being  divided, 
were  continually  in  the  field,  at  the  head  of  feveral 
Imall  bodies,  and  mutual  victories  were  gained,  and 
lofles  iuftained. 

The  prince  of  Couti  entered  Toitoit,  took  Maitleon* 
and  after  having  beat  the  vi  {count  de  la  Guerche^  at- 
tacked Montmorillont  whither  the  vifcount's  troops 
bad  retreated,  forced  the  place,  and  cut  off  twelve 
hundred  folditrs,  made  leveral  captains  prifbners,  and 
took.fitteen  colours  and  three  cannons. 

The  duke  of  Mercceur  lent  from  'Brittany  a  fupply 
of  eight  hundred  Spaniards  to  the  vilcount,  who  having 
joined  them  with  lome  other  troops,  went  in  fearch  of 
the  prince  of  Cotifi  $  bur  having  learn'd  that  SaLerne^ 
governor  ofZcc/frf.?,  had  furprized  hiscaftleof/^  Guer- 
cL'e  upon  the  river  Creufe,  he  bent  his  courie  that  way. 
The  fieurs  d  Abin  and  de  la  Roche-'Pofai  of  the  king  s 
party,  being  informed  of  his  march,  went  to  meet 
him  with  five  hundred  horfe  and  defeated  him.  He 
threw  himfelf  into  a  ferry-  boar,  with  hopes  to  make 
his  elcape  over  the  river  Creufe  $  but  the  boat  being 
too  much  loaded  with  the  great  number  of  thofe  who 
leaped  in  after  him,  funk  to  the  bottom,  and  the 
vifcount  with  all  his  company  was  drowned.  Above 
eight  hundred  foot  were  loll  in  this  defeat,  and  among 
the  reft,  five  hundred  Spaniard  and  one  hundred  and 
fifty  gentlemen.  The  prince  of  Conti  then  took  Jifr  t- 
leai'^  and  after  that  Selles  and  Menerou  in  Berry.  On 
the  other  fide,  the  duke  of  Nemotirs  brought  under 
lubjeftion  to  the  league,  certain  fmall  places  in  the 
Lyonnois,  in  the  principality  of  1)ombesl  and  in  the 


The  marefchal  £  Aliment  had  a  more  unfuccefsful 
campaign  than  the  prince  of  Conti;  he  was  obliged  to 
raife  the  fiege  of  Autun>  after  an  afTault,  where  he 
loft  abundance  of  his  men.  He  w<is  again  unfortunate 
at  the  cattle  of  Cbalotx,  which  he  expelled  to  have 
taken  by  furprize. 

IV.  T  The 


274  7be  Hiftory  of*  RANCH. 

A.  CD.      The  duke  of  Montfeufier  in  Normandy  •>  took  A<u- 
Jf9i.    Vanches  after  a  very  long  fiege.    The  chevalier  de  Crll- 
lm  furprized  Honfleur,  a  lea-port  town  in  the  fame 
province,  which  was  aconfiderable  lofs  to  the  king. 

In  Limoufin,  the  vi (count  de  Towfadour,  governor  of 
the  province  for  the  league,  defeated  the  count  of 
Rochefaitcault  with  a  great  flaughter.  This  count, 
Cbateati-Netif^  la  Cofte-Mefieres,  and  feveral  other 
gentlemen  and  fbldiers,  were  (lain  upon  the  fpot. 

A  fhort  time  after,  the  royal  party  had  their  re- 
venge in  le  gHterci.  Vonce  de  Laufiere,  fieur  de  The- 
wines,  fene(chal  of  the  province,  and  afterwards  ma- 
refchal  of  France,  placed  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a 
body  of  royalifts  with  the  duke  of  Vantadour,  attack'd 
the  leaguers,  whom  he  defeated  in  two  battles,  in 
the  laft  of  which  they  loft  twelve  hundred  men  and 
all  their  baggage. 

The  duke  of  Efemon  returning  from  his  govern- 
ment of  Botikgne,  was  attack'd  by  Magnieu,  gover- 
nor of  Mmtrewl,  and  by  the  duke  tfAumale  at  the 
paflage  of  the  river  Authiey  when  he  did  not  in 
the  leaft  expecl  it.  The  duke  however,  though  fur- 
prized,  made  fo  good  a  defence,  that  he  defeated 
the  leaguers,  and  took  Magnieu  prifoner,  with  feveral 
of  his  principal  officers.  He  attempted,  by  the  way, 
to  ftorm  the  caftle  of  cPierrefond '-,  but  having  re- 
ceived a  muaket-lhot  through  the  cheek,  he  gave  over 
the  enterprize. 

Thus  me  French,  bent  upon  their  own  definition, 
deftroyed  one  another  in  all  the  provinces  ;  but  the 
war  was  carried  on  with  (till  greater  violence  in 
%>aul>hiliy>  Provence  and  Brittany. 

In  this  laft  province,  the  duke  of  Merccctir  having 
received  the  fupply  of  four  thouland  Spaniards  I  fpoke 
of,  made  feveral  detachments  againft  the  royalifts, 
one  of  which,  commanded  by  S.  Laurent,  was  cut  to 
pieces  by  the  marquis  de  Cet-^uen  his  father-in-law. 
He  was'  alfo  repulled  at  Mdetroif,  where  he  made 
an  attack. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  prince  of  ^Dombes  governor 
of  Brittany  for  the  king,  having  received  a  fupply  of 
two  thoufand  five  hundred  Englijh,  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  the  iile  of  Brehact  and  took  Guincamf. 

•  'Twas 
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Twas  about  this  time,  that  the  fieur  de  la,  None,  A.  <j)t 
who  was  fent  by  the  king  to  command  under  the  15-91.' 
prince  of  tDortdes,  and  afliil  him  with  his  couniels,  s-^^O 
arrived  in  'Brittany  with  his  troops.  He  began  by 
laying  fiege  to  Lawbale.  As  he  was  preparing  to 
give  the  aflault,  being  mounted  upon  a  ladder,  to 
rake  a  view  of  the  breach  and  the  poliure  of  the  enemy, 
after  having  confidered  all,  he  made  a  fi^n  with  his 
right  hand  to  the  troops  to  advance  to  the  attack. 
But  in  the  inftant,  a  musket-ball  having  grazed  on  his 
forehead,  and  turned  his  head,  the  fudden  motion 
made  him  ftagger,  and  as  he  had  no  other  hold  ot 
the  ladder  than  by  an  iron  arm  which  was  faftned  to 
his  fhoulder  (for  he  had  formerly  loft  his  left. arm  at 
the  fiege  of  fontenay  le  Comte)  he  fell  down,  and  with 
iiich  violence,  that  he  crack'd  his  Icull,  and  died  within 
fifteen  days  after.  By  this  accident  the  attack  was 
iufpended,  and  the  fiege  railed. 

The  king  expreffed  himfeif  very  fenfible  of  this 
lofs,  which  was  one  or  the  greateft  that  could  have 
befallen  him.  He  was  not  only  one  of  the  bell  war- 
riors of  his  time  ^  but  even  by  the  confeffion  of  his 
enemies  and  the  Spaniard^  to  whom  he  was  very  for- 
midable, and  the  confent  of  the  whole  court,  he  was 
one  of  the  honefteft  men  in  the  kingdom.  There 
fell  out  nothing  of  any  great  moment  in  'Brittany 
after  his  death.  What  paft  on  the  fide  of  the  Alps* 
was  moft  important.  . 

The   duke  of  Savoy    having  prevailed  upon  the 
parliament  of  'Provence,  to   own   him   as  lieutenant- 
general   in   that  country,  under  the  crown  of  France,  Bouche  Hift. 
undertook  the  difcharge  of  the  imployment,  and  begun  de  Prov.T.a, 
by  holding  the  ftates  at  Aix>  where  regulations  were  ' I0< 
made  for  exterminating,  as  he  laid,  the  hugonots  and 
their  abettors. 

La  Vedette  on  the  other  fide,  as  governor  of  the 
province  for  the  king,  call'd  a  convocation  alfo  of 
the  ftates  at  Riev,  where  like  meafures  and  precau- 
tions were  taken  againft  the  invafion  of  the  duke  ot 
Savoy,  and  deputies  were  fent  to  the  king  to  inform 
him  of  the  ftate  of  affairs. 

The  countefs  of  Sanlt's  intereft  introduced  the  duke 
of  Savoy  into  Marfeilles,  and  he  was  alfo  received  at 
The  duke  obferving  that  all  things  iuccceded 
T  a  accord- 
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Jl.  <D.   according  to  his  wifh,  refolved  to  pafs  into  Spain,  toi 
ifpi.     follicit  that  court,  to  fecond  him  in  the  enterprise  he 
V*'"V>—  '  had  made  in  concert  with  them. 

Ld  Valette,  for  want  of  troops,  could  not  prevent 
the  infiifreftion  of  the  principal  towns  of  ^Provencet 
and  he  waited  with  impatience  for  Lefdigtiieres^  who 
had  promifed  to  bring  him  all  the  foldiers  he  could 
draw  out  of  1)anphiny.  He  came  at  laft,  and  being 
joined  by  la  Valette^  they,  together,  took  the  fmall 
town  of  Vinon,  marched  to  reviftual  the  fort  of  Berre, 
which  the  leaguers  had  blocked  up,  and  where  the 
fieur  de  Mefples  found  himlelf  much  prefled  for  want 
of  provifions. 

They  learn'd,  dnring  their  march,  that  the  count 
M&rimevgue,  lieutenant  general  of  the  duke  of  Savoy  * 
was  upon  the  road  with  a  thoufand  horfe  and  two 
thoufand  harquebufiers  on  foot,  and  they  haftened 
their  march  to  furprize  him.  They  fucceeded  fo  well, 
that  they  killed  him  five  hundred  of  his  men,  took  one 
thoufand  prifoners,  and  routed  the  reft.  They  then 
threw  their  convoy  into  the  fort  of  Berre,  and 
Lcfdigiiieres  returned  into  1)aiipJomy\  where  Gottvernet, 
who  commanded  in  his  abfence,  took  the  impregnable 
fortrefs  of  Meoilbon. 

Gufchenon       Martimngue,  upon  the  departure  of  Lefliguieres, 

Hift.  de  Sa-got  together  the  fcattered  part  of  his  army,  and  very 

^oyCt          clofely  fhut  up  the  fort  of  Bern,  expecting  the  return  of 

the  duke  of  Savoy,  to  befiege  it  in   form.     The  duke 

was  not  long  abfent;  he   returned  from  Spain  in  the 

month  of  jr.ly,  and  landed  at  Marseilles  with  fifteen 

galleys  of  Spavijh   infantry.     This    iiipply  gave  him 

an  opportunity  of  laying  fiege  to  Bcrre,  which  was 

liirrendred  to   him    by  capitulation,    on   the  twenty- 

fecond  of  Augitft. 

The  conqueil  of  this  fort,  which  was  fituafed  upon 
the  fea  coaft  not  far  from  Aix  and  Marseilles,  was 
very  confiderable,  but  proved  the  ruin  of  the  duke  of 
SaVoy's  affairs  in  ^Provence.  The  refufal  he  made  of 
it  to  the  counters  of  Satilt,  who  demanded  the  go- 
vernment of  it  for  the  fleur  de  Befaudun,  and  the 
lalrpits  for  her  felf,  offended  her  to  fo  great  a  degree, 
that  fhe  refolved  to  treat  with  the  king  by  the  inedi- 
ation  of  la  Valette,  and  ingaged  the  duke  to  the  fiege 
of  the  fort  of  'Puech,  where  fhe  hoped  he  would  ruin 

hU 
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his  army  :  But  Ihe  was  very  near  being  taken  in  the 
lame  net  /he  had  laid  5  the  duke  of  Savoy  having 
fbme  fufpicions  of  her  defigns,  was  refolved  to  carry 
her  off,  and  lend  her  to  the  cattle  of  Nice  5  flip  found 
means  to  elude  the  guard  he  had  fet  upon  her,  and 
elcaped  to  Marfeilles,  where  ihe  became  lecure  with 
her  ion  Charles  de  Crequi. 

Thefe  diforders  gave  the  duke  of  Savoy  the  moro 
uneafineis,  as  he  had  lately  received  a  dreadful  mis- 
fortune in  1)aupbiny.  Lefiiguieres  was  upon  his  road 
returning  into  'Provence^  when  he  received  a  courier 
from  the  fieur  de  Morgei  his  nephew,  which  informed 
him,  that  the  pope's  army  that  was  lately  come  into 
France  to  the  affiftance  of  the  league,  feem'd  to 
bend  their  courfe  towards  1)aupl3iny  ;  that  at  the 
fame  time  the  Spanip  general  Oliver 'a,  who  was  leading 
betwixt  eight  and  nine  hundred  men  into  Flan4ers>  and 
jfmedeus  of  Savoy  t  the  duke's  baftard  brother,  at  the 
head  of  fix  companies  of  carabines,  drew  near  to 
Gnncble. 

This  news  brought  back  Lefdiguieres,  who  being 
joined  with  fbme  other  troops,  marched  ftrait  to 
Grenoble.  The  pope's  army  continued  their  rout 
towards  Francbe-Cotnte  j  but  the  Spaniards  and  Savoy- 
ards approached  Morcftel*  in  order  to  befiege  ir. 
The  troops  Lejtiguieres  had  got  together,  were  not 
half  fo  many  as  thofe  of  the  enemy  j  however,  he 
marched  after  them,  and  immediately  at  his  ap- 
proach, they  gave  over  the  defign  of  the  fiege  :  He 
purlued  them,  and  forced  them  to  come  to  a  battle, 
•attacked  and  defeated  them,  killed  near  two  thouiand 
five  hundred  of  their  men,  made  nine  hundred 
prifoners,  took  thirty-two  colours,  a  flandard,  and  a 
cornet.  The  attack  was  fo  violent,  that  the  battle 
did  not  laft  full  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  Lej.digttieres 
did  not  lofe  forty  of  his  loldiers. 

Nor  was  this  all,  the  marquis  of  Belle jcyeufe  com- 
manded two  thoufand  men  in  the  caftles  of  Sayard 
and  Jlvalon,  not  far  from  the  field  of  battle :  Lef- 
digitieres  befieged  him,  and  obliged  him  to  furrender  at 
difcretion.  The  marquis  remained  a  prifbner,  and 
the  foldiers  had  leave  to  go  back  to  their  own  homes 
without  their  arms,  after  having  taken  an  oath,  thaf 
{hey  wov»ld  never  ferve  againft  France. 

'T  3  Thii 
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jf.  2).        This  viftory  was  attended  with  the  taking  of  Sar- 

1591-    celonette>  from  whence  Lffiiigineres  returning  into  Tro- 

^\^\jvencet  .aififted  la  V alette  in    the  taking  of   ^Digne^ 

wbilit  the  duke  of  Savoy  was  ruining  his  troops  at  the 

fiege  of  'Ptieche,  which  the  fieur  de  S.  Canat,    who 

commanded  in  the  place,  obliged  him  to  raiie  on  the 

feventh  of  November. 

louche  Hifh     This  duke,  to  regain  his  reputation,  attempted  to 

dc Provence,  recover  y"tnon.     Jlfefples  defended  himfelf  there  with 

•' l?:         courage,  and  gave  time  to  Lefdiguieres  to  come  to  his 

fuccour.     Upon  his  arrival,  he   beat  the  duke   again, 

took    his  cannon  and  baggage,  but  night  coming  on, 

the  routed  army  found  means  to  efcape.     Thus  ended 

the  year  1591  in  'Provence,  in  a  very  different  manner 

from  the  foregoing,  when  the  duke  entred  the  country, 

as  it  were,  in  triumph,  and  looked  upon  it  as  almoft 

already  conquered. 

The  king,  that  he  might  keep  the  duke  of  Savoy 
employed  another  way,  revived  the  war  which  the 
people  of  Geneva  had  declared  upon  him.  He  fent 
Sancy  and  Guitry  into  thofe  quarters,  who  were  follow- 
ed by  certain  troops  they  found  means  to  raife,  and 
being  joined  by  the  Getievois,  they  took  feveral  places 
from  the  duke,  and  returned  to  France. 

To  return  to  the  duke  of  Mayenne  and  the  fiege 
of  Roan  5  Though  it  proceeded  by  very  flow  degrees, 
by  reafbn  of  the  excellent  defence  which  was  made  by 
the  befieged,  it  ftjll  gave  him  a  deal  of  uneafinefs. 
The  pope's  death  at  this  conjuncture,  was  a  great  in- 
convenience 5  for  by  this  means  the  duke  of  Monte 
JMarciano  was  no  longer  in  a  condition  to  retain  the 
troops  of  the  holy  fee,  which  made  up  a  confiderable 
part  of  the  army  of  the  league. 

Cardinal  JoTon  Antony  Fachinetti  was  advanced  to 
the  pontifical  throne,  and  began  his  government,  by 
fending  orders  to  the  duke  of  Monte  Marciano  to  dif- 
band  his  foot,  if  the  duke  of  'Parma  was  not  entred 
France  by  the  fifteenth  of  cDecernl>er>  in  order  to  raife 
the  fiege  of  Roan:  and  indeed  he  did  disband  them, 
but  the  Spaniards  lifted  the  moft  part  of  them  again 
under  their  pay. 

Fackinetti,  who  had  taken  the  name  of  Innocent  the 
ninth,  dying  about  two  months  after,  HyppoZittts  Aldo- 
brandinus  was  raifed  to  the  chair  of  S.  'Peter ^  under 

the 
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the  name  of  Clement  the  eighth.  He  purfued  mime-  ^  fjj 
diatelythe  fame  defigns  wi  th  Gregory  the  fourteenth,  ,jpi.* 
and  promifed  the  leaguers  both  a  lupply  of  money 
and  troops. 

The  prince  of  'Parma  was  continually  follicited  to 
return  into  France,  and  execute  the  orders  he  had  re- 
ceived from  Spain,  to  ipare  nothing  to  raife  the  fiege 
of  Roan.  He  let  forward  at  la(t,  about  the  end  of 
^December,  and  was  joined  at  Guife  by  the  duke  of 
Mayenne. 

The  next  day  they  went  to  encamp  at  la  Fere,  and 
it  was  there  they  began  to  enter  upon  bufineis  j  and 
confider  not  only  of  means  to  raile  the  fiege  of  Roan  ; 
but  withal  upon  the  capital  point  of  electing  a  catholick 
king,  upon  affembling  the  Hates  general  of  the  king- 
dom, and  upon  the  acknowledgments  the  king  of  Spain 
expeded  for  the  great  fuccours  he  had  hitherto  fup- 
ply'd  them  with. 

This  negotiation  was  committed  by  the  duke  of 
Afayenne  to  the  president  Jan'm,  and  by  the  prince  of 
'Parma,  to  the  president  Richardo  and  cDom-cDiego 
d'Ibarra.  The  latter  prefently  explained  themielves 
upon  the  pretentions  of  the  king  of  Spainy  and  re- 
quired that  the  crown  ihould  be  adjudged  to  the  in- 
fanta Ifabella  his  daughter,  by  marrying  her  to  fome 
catholick  prince  who  fhould  be  chofen  king.  Jan'm 
forefeeing  that  if  he  rejecled  the  propofition,  they 
muft  no  longer  hope  for  any  afliftance  in  the  affair 
of  Roant  feemed  readily  to  come  into  it  5  but  he 
added,  As  the  Salick  law,  which  was  the  fundamental 
law  of  the  kingdom,  was  to  be  broke  through  upon 
this  occafion,  it  would  be  nece(Tary  to  take  feveral 
precautions,  which  amounted  to  the  having  this 
alteration  authorized  by  the  ftatcs  of  the  realm,  to 
have  a  powerful  army  to  fupport  it,  and  laftly,  to  di£ 
burfe  large  iiims  of  money  in  gaining  over  the  gover- 
nors of  places  to  his  intereft,  with  thofe  members  of 
the  Rates  who  had  mod  authority. 

This  prudent  minifter  expefted  that  the  king  ef 
Spain's  inability  to  anfwer  his  demands,  would  dif- 
concert  all  his  majefty's  projects.  He  was  not  ignorant 
that  the  prince  of  ^Parma  had  but  little  money,  and 
he  faw  that  he  wanted  troops  ;  for  the  army  he  had 
brought  coniiftcd  not  of  more  than  ten  thoufand  men  i 
T4  and, 
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A-  2).  and,  laftly,  he  forefaw  great  difficulties  in  aflembiing 
if  91-  the  eftates,  upon  account  of  the  war. 
v/V^«^  Several  other  conferences  were  held,  both  at  the 
camp  at  la  Fere  and  in  their  march  to  Roan  5  for  the 
duke  of  Mayenne  had  at  laft  obtained  of  the  prince  of 
'Par/na,  that  the  negotiation  fhould  not  retard  the 
iuccour  of  Roan.  But  he  did  not  confent  to  this 
point,  except  upon  condition,  that  he  fhould  leave  a 
'very  ftrong  Spanijb  garifon  in  la  Fere,  both  to  fecure 
his  retreat,  and  to  guard  his  heavy  artillery,  which  he 
had  put  into  that  place  ;  and  the  duke  of*  Mayenve  was 
obliged,  againil  his  inclination,  to  accept  of  the  con- 
dition. 

The  fiege  of  Roan  made  no  great  advances,  by 
reafbn  of  the  obfKnate  defence  of  the  befieged  ;  how- 
ever there  were  fought  a  great  many  battles,  and  bloody 
ones  too.  The  counterfcarp  of  the  fort  of  S.  Catherine 
had  been  carried  a  few  days  before ;  but  the  befieged 
recovered  it.  The  royalifts  made  themfelves  matters 
of  it  the  fecond  time,  and  were  again  driven  from  it  the 
.  eighth  of  February*  • 

silly?' T*  iC  "in  the  mean  while,  the  approach  of  the  fuccours,  laid 
c.  34.  the  king  under  great  uneafineis,  and  that  he  might,  of 
Caycr,  T.  ^  himfelf,  be  informed  what  rout  the  enemies  army  took, 
2  an(j  what  was  the  condition  of  their  troops,  he  left  his 
camp  with  four  thoufand  French  horfe,  as  many  reifters, 
and  one  thoufand  harquebufiers  on  horfeback,  and  com- 
mitted the  whole  care  of  the  fiege  to  the  marefchal  de 
Ztiron. 

As  foon  as  the  king  approached  the  enemy's  army, 
there  pafled  frequent  and  furious  flurmifhes,  where  the 
ting  was  always  present,  and  had  very  much  the  ad- 
vantage. The  hotteft  action  was  at  the  town  of  Bures, 


macle  the  prince  of  Warma  march  with  greater  pre- 
caution than  ever.  The  king  was  lefs  careful,  and  it 
had  like  to  have  coft  him  his  life.  When  he  drew  near 
Aumale,  he  pafi'd  the  bridge  with  four  hundred  horfe 
and  five  hundred  harquebufiers  on  horfeback,  to  take 
a  nearer  view  of  the  enemy.  He  fent  Givry  before 
with  his  fcouts,  and  followed  him  with  the  reft,  at- 
tended by  thirty  of  the  braveft  lords  and  gentlemen  in 
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his  army.  He  marched  two  leagues  without  meeting  Jl.  1). 
any  thing,  till  arriving  at  lafl  in  a  plain,  and  the^ 
weather  being  very  fair,  Givry  let  him  know,  that  he 
faw  the  enemy's  army  approaching  in  good  order.  The 
king  took  a  view  of  it  himfelf,  and  finding  it  was  in 
vain  to  attempt  any  thing,  he  went  back  the  fame  way 
he  came  :  He  ordered  three  hundred  of  his  horfe  to 
pafs  the  bridge,  and  kept  only  one  hundred  with  him- 
felf, and  commanded  the  harquebufiers  to  line  the 
hedges  and  ditches  about  Auraale,  to  fupport  him  in 
his  retreat,  if  there  fhould  be  occafion. 

In  the  mean  while,  thcSpanijb  army  advanced  forward, 
and  flopp'd  but  very  little  fhort  of  the  king's  fquadron. 
The  prince  of  ^Parma  judged  it  convenient  to  make  an 
halt  in  that  place  3  as  not  doubting  but  all  the  French 
cavalry,  which  was  much  better  than  his,  was  come  up  5 
but  when  fome  of  his  detach'd  horfe,  who  were  fcat- 
tered  upon  the  neighbouring  hills,  had  told  him  this 
was  the  only  fquadron  on  this  fide  the  river,  and  that 
they  appeared  to  be  a  very  fmall  bodv,  he  charged'  them 
in  fuch  manner  with  feveral  of  his  fquadrons,  that  the 
king  and  his  company  were  driven  into  the  valley. 

His  majefty  thought  to  find  there  his  harquebufiers, 
who  were  to  have  fliftained  him,  and  flopped  the  enemy 
by  their  fire,  as  he  had  ordered  $  but  tie  found  only 
very  few  of  them.  However  he  rallied  his  troop, 
made  head  and  flood  firm,  and  in  a  moment  cryed  with 
a  loud  voice,  Charge'.  Charge!  At  this  cry  the  enemies, 
who  were  apprehenfive  of  an  a mbufcade,  flood  flii), 
as  being  perfuaded  that  the  neighbouring  houfes  and 
hedges  were  lined  with  infantry  j  but  as  they  faw, 
that  after  the  difcharge  of  fifty  or  fixty  muskets  they 
fhot  off  no  more,  they  purfued  their  point,  and  prefled 
the  king  very  clofe,  who  had  made  ufe  of  that  fmall 
time  the  enemies  flood  ftiil,  to  repafs  the  bridge  with  his 
horfe,  and  himfelt"  had  tarried  at  the  other  end  to  pre- 
vent the  diforder  of  the  retreat.  He  there  received  a 
musket  fhot  in  his  reins  for  want  of  a  cuirafle  -7  but  by 
good  fortune,  the  ball  did  no  more  than  graze  on  the 
fkin.  He  loft  fifty  of  his  horfe,  and  two  hundred 
harquebufiers,  who  were  cut  off.  The  vifcount  de 
'Paulini,  and  the  fieurs  de  la,  Qoapette  and  de  Sefan- 
cotir  were  flain,  and  Glwy  wounded  in  a  flreet  of 

fho 
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A.  2).  The  king  having  repafled  the  bridge,  put  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  his  troop,  and  in  fo  good  a  pofture,  that 
the  duke  of  *Parffla  fearing  always  to  ingage  too  far, 
founded  a  retreat,  to  prevent  his  men  from  paffing  the 
bridge.  So  true  it  is,  that  a  well  fupported  rafhnefs  is 
£bme  times  fuccefsful,  and  too  much  prudence  difap- 
points  the  moft  eflential  and  decifive  blows ;  for  the 
king  had  been  loft,  if  the  Sfanijb  army  had  attempted 
to  force  their  paflage. 

After  this  excurhon,  the  king  drew  near  to  'Dieppe  y 
and  the  prince  of  ^arma  continued  his  march  to  Roeat 
by  very  fmall  journies  $  but  in  the  mean  while,  on  the 
twenty- feventh  of  February ',  the  king  received  very 
difagreeable  news  relating  to  the  fiege,  which  made 
botri  him  and  the  enemy  take  other  meafures. 

fillawbe'me  defirous  to  have  the  glory  of  raifing  the 
fiege,  independantly  of  foreign  affiftance,  on  the  twenty - 
fixth  of  February y  made  a  falley  of  four  thoufand  two 
hundred  men  by  the  fort  of  S.  Catherine.  It  was  fb 
well  concerted,  and  carried  on  from  the  beginning  to 
the  end,  that  it  threw  the  whole  camp  into  difbrder.  All 
who  were  found  in  the  trenches  were  flain.  The  trench 
itfelf  was  in  great  meafure  filled  up,  Two  pieces  of 
ordnance  were  nailed  down,  and  five  were  dragged  by 
force  of  mens  arms  as  far  as  into  the  foffes  of  the  fort. 
Bois-Rofe,  who  was  the  author  of  the  enterprise, 
puOied  as  far  as  the  place  where  the  artillery  lay,  ard 
carried  off  the  powder.  And  all  this  was  executed  with 
fo  much  difpatch,  that  the  marefchal  de  Sirtn,  who 
was  at  a  great  diftance  from  that  quarter,  could  not  be 
prefent  foon  enough  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  fury.  The  re- 
treat was  made  with  all  imaginable  order.  The  be- 
fieqed  in  this  aclion,  loft  no  more  than  forty  men,  and 
cut  off  five  hundred  of  the  befiegers,  in  which  number 
were  the  marquis  £  Epinay,  and  the  two  brothers 
de  Tiles.  Colonel  Soece  was  taken  prifoner. 

This  defeat  put  the  beficged  into  a  condition  of  hold- 
ing out  yet  a  good  while  longer :  Infomuch  that  the 
prince  of  Warma  was  content  with  throwing  eight 
nundred  men  into  the  place,  and  returned  back  to  take 
up  his  quarters  beyond  the  river  Sotnme,  to  repofe  his 
troop.  About  a  month  after,  he  fpread  a  report  of 
his  returning  into  the  Low-Countries,  to  oppofe  the 
a.  new  defigns  of  count  Maurice  5  but  having  fpeedily  got 

together 
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together  his  army,  he  pafled  the  Sowme  at  the  head  of  A.  (D. 
twelve  thoufand  foot  and  five  thousand  horfe,  marched 
thirty  leagues  in  four  days,  and  came  within  a  kague 
of  Roan  on  the  one  and  twentieth  day  of  April. 

The  marefchal  de  Biron  finding  himfelf  furprized, 
and  not  having  fufficient  troops  to  defend  his  intrench- 
ment,  had  no  other  way  than  to  raife  the  fiege,  and  pott 
himfelf  at  Bans,  a  village  upon  the  road  to 


rArcbe.  The  king,  who  was  gone  to  ^Dieppe,  upon 
advice  of  fbme  intelligence  which  the  enemy  held 
there,  came  the  night  following  to  the  camp,  and  di£- 
patch'd  couriers  into  all  the  country,  with  orders  to 
the  nobility  and  his  other^troops,  to  march  immediately 
to  join  him. 

3Twas  thus  that  Roan  was  intirely  delivered,  and 
Pillars  began  to  tafte  in  quiet,  the  glory  of  his  brave 
defence.  "The  duke  of  Mayenne  and  the  prince  of 
farma  thinking  to  make  the  bed  advantage  of  the  op- 
portunity, refblved  to  attack  Cattdebec  upon  the  Seine, 
and  open  a  paffage  between  Roan  and  Havre.  They 
took  the  place  ;  but  the  duke  of  'Parma  having  raifed 
a  battery  upon  the  bank  of  the  river  to  keep  off  the 
3)utch  veflels,  which  fired  upon  his  camp,  received  a 
muflcet  fhot  in  the  right  arm,  between  the  hand  and 
the  elbow,  where  the  ball  fixed,  and  made  him  a  long 
time  dangeroufly  ifl. 

At  the  fame  time,  the  prince  was  informed  that  the 
king  and  his  army  drew  near.  This  gave  him  a  great 
deal  of  uneafinefs,  and  with  great  reafbn.  It  is  certain 
that  this  general,  contrary  to  his  cuftom,  by  entring  the 
country  of  Caux>  had  committed  one  of  the  moft  egre- 
gious miftakes  in  war  that  could  poflibly  have  hap- 
pened. This  country  is  a  kind  of  peninfula,  formed 
to  the  left  by  the  Seine  towards  Catiaebec  5  the  river  is 
there  very  broad  on  the  right,  and  at  the  point  'tis 
determined  by  the  fea,  fo  "that  from  Caudebec  to  the 
oppofite  fhore,  there  is  no  more  than  eleven  or  twelve 
leagues  in  breadth. 

The  king,  therefore,  having  aflembled  his  army 
much  fooner  than  the  prince  of  'Parma  had  expected, 
ufed  fuch  diligence,  that  upon  the  twenty-ninth  of 
April,  which  was  four  days  after  the  taking  oi  Caude- 
foc,  he  came  within  half  a  league  of  Ivefot,  where  the 
army  of  the  league  lay  incamped,  refolving  to  oppose 

their 
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jS.  2).    their  return,  and  either  force  them  to  a  battle,  or  ftarv« 
1 5-91.     them  in  a  country  that  could  not  long  fupply  them  with 

ovifion. 

The  armies  being  fo  near  to  each  other,  there  pafs'd 
every  day  very  warm  fldrmi/hes,  and  attacks  of  quarters 
and  pofts,  which  being  vigqroufty  aflaulted  and  as  brave- 
ly defended,  were  the  caufe  ot  a  deal  of  blood-fhed. 
The  prince  otfarma  decamped  to  draw  rytzr  Caudebec, 
as  well  for  the  convenience  of  water,  as  becaufe  thefe 
quarters  had  fuflfered  lefs  than  the  reft.  The  king  fol- 
lowed him,  and  fb  clofely  /hut  him  up,  that  he  had 
no  other  means  of  efcape,  but  by  falling  upon  the  king's 
army,  and  gaining  the  town  of  Roan  or  'Pictxrdy,  after 
a  defeat  ;  but  this  was  to  efxpoie  all  to  the  utmoft 
hazard,  as  his  army  was  much  leffbned  and  weakned  by 
ficknefs  and  famine,  whereas  the  king  s,  on  the  othec 
hand,  was  in  good  order,  had  an  eafy  fupply  of  pro- 
vifion, and  the  advantage  of  forage :  but  great  com- 
jnanders  find  remedies  where  others  are  put  to  a  ftand, 
and  their  ability  ftands  moft  diftinguifhed  in  fuch 
dangerous  circumftances,  where  all  means  of  fafety  feein 
to  be  defuaired  of. 

Befides  the  reafons  I  have  mentioned,  which  had  de- 
termined the  prince  of  'Parma  to  draw  near  Cau,iebecy 
he  had  ftill  another,  defign  which  he  kept  %-ery  fecret, 
and  this  was  to  crofs  the  Seine,  and  thereby  extricate 
himfelf  from  the  unhappy  circumftances  in  which  he 
was  involved,  The  river  was  fo  very  broad,  that  to; 
effect  this,  was  very  difficult,  and  it  was  owing  to  this 
difficulty,  which  was  look'd  on  as  an  impoflibillty,  that 
he  made  his  escape  5  for  the  king  had,  for  this  reafbn, 
made  no  provifion  to  prevent  it. 

The  prince  of  <Parma  had  drawn  together  a  number 
of  boats  from  Roan,  which  came  at  the  time  appointed 
for  the  return  of  the  army,  with  anchors,  beams,  planks, 
cables  and  other  neceffary  furniture  ready  to  be  put  to- 
gether, to  build  a  bridge,  which  was  actually  made 
upon  the  twenty-fecond  of  May,  without  the  king's 
knowing  one  word  of  the  matter,  or  having  the  leaft 
fur  icion  of  it,  till  after  the  van-guard,  the  main  body 
of  the  army,  and  moft  part  of  the  artillery  and  bag- 
g.ipes  were  cro^s'd  over.  He  presently  run  to  the 
neighbouring  hills,  from  whence  he  faw  his  prey  efcape 
him  with  a  deal  of  regret.  He  gave  orders  to  brine; 
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the  cannon  5  but  it  was  too  late.  Ram/ce  Farmze  Ton 
to  the  prince  of  'Parma,  was  already  pafled  with  the 
rear-guard,  and  had  fet  fire  to  the  briclge,  and  fuffered 
the  boats  to  be  carried  down  by  the"  current  of  the 
river. 

This  retreat  was  defervedly  looked  on  as  a  prodigy, 
and  one  of  the  moft  extraordinary  actions  which  had 
been  wrought  by  Alexander  of  'Parma  during  the  w-ir. 
But  it  mutt  be  owned,  that  its  fuccefs  was  one  of  the 
greateft  inftances  of  good  fortune  imaginable,  and  for 
which  he  was  no  left  indebted  to  the  negligence  of  his 
enemy,  than  to  his  own  Hull  and  dexterity.  After  his 
paffage,  he  made  a  very  fwift  march,  and  had  but  four 
encampments  between  Caudebec  and  S.  Clou,  nor  did 
he  flop  to  give  his  troops  any  reft,  till  he  was  come  to 
Chateau-'l'hierrey  from  whence  he  continued  his  march 
into  the  Low-Countries. 

The  king's  vexation  for  this  forrowful  event,  was 
attended  with  a  neceffity  of  breaking  his  army  ;  for 
the  Ei2£lijh  and  Stitch  troops  that  were  in  it,  demanded 
leave  to  depart,  the  term  of  their  fervice  being  expired. 
The  Swiffes  and  reisers,  who  were  unpaid,  refuted  to 
march,  unle^  part  of  what  was  due,  fhould  be  given 
to  them,  which  the  king  w?.s  not  then  in  a  condition 
of  doing,  having  been  always  ill  ferved  by  the  collegers 
of  his  revenues,  His  defign  was  to  gain  fpeedily  the 
cPont-de-lt Arcbe,  in  order  to  pafs  the  Seine  there,  and 
lend  before  him  four  or  five  thoufand  horle,  who  might 
march  faft  enough  to  come  up  with  the  prince  of 
farma,  before  he  fhould  get  to  ^aris,  and  oblige  him 
to  proceed  more  flowly,  till  his  whole  army  Yhould 
arrive,  who  might  eafily  out-march  the  Spaniards,  that 
were  already  half  deftroyed  by  famine,  fatigues  and 
ficknefs  5  but  befides  what  I  nave  {aid  of  the  foreign 
foldiers,  there  were  feveral  lords  of  the  council  who  did 
not  defire  to  fee  the  league  deftroyed,  before  the  king 
was  converted,  and  thefe  oppoftd  his  majefty's  defign, 
how  reafonable  foever  it  ap'pear'd  to  be,  and  in  reality 
was. 

Thus  he  was  obliged  to  aft  in  the  rame  manner  he 
had  done  before  he  rai'ed  the  fie^e  ofty/iris,  that  is,  dif- 
band  one  p.nt  of  his  army,  put  another  into  quarters  of 
refreshment,  and  after  having  p^id  a  certain  fum  to  the 
the  German^  not  referve  to  himfelf  above 

iive 
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-  2>.  £ve  or  ^x  thoufand  fpot,  and  three  thoufand  horfe, 
iroz.  with  whom  he  marched  into  Champagne,  and  clofely 
purfued  the  duke  of  ^Parma  5  but  was  not  able  to  do 
him  any  great  mifchief. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  private  negotiations  between 
the  king  and  the  duke  of  Mayenne  went  on,  and  M.  Vil- 
Itroy  was  the  conftant  mediator  on  the  duke's  part,  and 
M.  1)u  'Pleffis-Mornay  on  the  king's.  The  fecret  was 
not  long  kept  undiscovered,  and  came  to  the  ears  of 
the  Spaniards,  who  ufed  their  utmoft  efforts,  and  made 
all  imaginable  offers  to  the  duke  of  Mayenne,  to  draw 
him  from  this  correfpondence.  The  duke  finding  the 
bufinefs  difclofed,  made  it  no  longer  a  fecret  5  but  to 
prevent  any  farther  quarrels  with  the  Spaniards  and  the 
reft  of  his  party,  heprotefted,  whick  indeed  was  true, 
that  he  had  aflured  the  king,  he  would  come  into  no 
conclufion,  without  'the  content  of  the  pope  and  the 
other  princes,  who  favoured  his  caufe.  But  as  thefe 
negotiations  did  then  produce  no  effect,  I  /hall  pafs 
them  over,  till  I  have  related  what  fell  out  this  prefent 
year  1592,  in  the  different  provinces  of  the  kingdom, 
where  fbmetimes  one  party  prevailed,  and  fbmetimes 
another. 

In  the  month  of  May  the  prince  of  Canti  laid  fiege 
to  Cram*  a  fmall  town  upon  the  borders  of  Anjou. 
The  duke  of  Merccetir  came  to  fuccour  it,  and  gave 
the  prince  an  intire  defeat.  Between  one  thoufand 
and  twelve  hundred  fbldiers  were  flain,  and  the 
cannon,  baggage,  and  moft  of  the  colours  and  enfigns 
were  taken.  The  duke  made  himfelf  matter  of  Cha- 
teau-Gonthier  and  Laval  over  and  above  5  this  defeat  in- 
fpired  frefii  courage  into  the  leaguers  of  this  country, 
who,  before,  had  hardly  dared  to  fliew  their  heads. 
The  king  tent  the  marefchal  tiAumont  to  command  in 
Sriftany-y  inftead  of  the  prince  of  2)ombes>  whom  he 
recalled  to  attend  him.  He  gave  him  not  long  after  the 
government  of  Normandy,  which  was  vacant  by  the 
death  of  the  duke  of  Montpevfier  his  father. 

The  marefchal  a"  Awnont  upon  his  arrival  in  Brit- 
tany, took  the  town  of  Mayenne,  and  railed  the  fiege 
of  Rocbefffft,  at  the  approach  of  the  duke  of  Mer- 
cceur. 

The  king  had  begun  to  fortify  Quill ebeauf,  a  village 
upon  the  Seine,  between  Roan  snafyrvre .  Villan,  go- 
vernor 
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wrnor  of  Roan,  whom  this  new  place  would  much  in-  ./£  2X 
commode,  went  to  attack  it,  and  raft  the  fortifications.  15-92. 
M.  deBellegarde,  grand,  efcuyer  of  France,  who  was  there  ^y^J 
when  he  fat  down  before  it,  had  the  courage,  or  rather 
rafhncfs  to  defend  it,  feconded  by  a  few  foldiers  and 
fome  gentlemen,  who  caft  themfelves  into  it.  He  fu- 
fiained  an  aflault,  defended  himfelf  thirteen  days,  and 
gave  time  for  fuccour  to  arrive,  which  Pillars  durft  not 
tarry  for,  and  was  therefore  obliged  to  retire.  The 
grand  efcuyer  went  from  thence  to  join  the  king  in 
Champagne,  where  the  marefchal  de  Siron  had  laid 
fiege  to  Efpemay,  which  the  prince  of  'Parma  had 
taken  upon  his  return  into  the  Low-Countries.  The 
town  was  taken,  but  it  coft  marefchal  Siron  his  life, 
who  had  his  head  carried  off  by  a  cannon-Oiot,  as  he 
was  about  to  take  a  view  of  the  place.  The  death  of 
fb  great  a  man  paid  dear  for  fb  fmall  a  victory. 

On  the  fide  of  the  Meufe,  the  marefchal  de  Bouillon 
defeated  d^mblife,  grand  marefchal  of  Lorraine,  who 
laid  fiege  to  Beawfionf,  fome  leagues  from  Sedan  5 
feven  hundred  Lorrainers  were  left  dead  upon  the  place, 
and  the  general  himfelf  was  (lain  among  the  reft.  The 
king,  by  way  of  acknowledgment  for  fo  brave  an  action, 
presented  the  marefchal  de  Bouillon  with  almoft  all  the 
artillery  he  had  taken.  He  received  two  wounds  in 
the  fight. 

The  arms  of  the  league  were  equally  unfuccefsful 
in  Languedoc.  The  duke  ofj?oyeu/e  commanded  in  that 
province  a  fmall  army  of  five  thoufand  foot,  and  between 
leven  and  eight  hundred  horfe.  He  had  performed  fc- 
veral  very  vigorous  actions  in  the  beginning  of  the  cam- 
paign. He  had  defeated  two  regiments  of  the  royalifts, 
and  taken  feveral  fmall  places ;  but  being  fat  down  be- 
fore the  town  of  Villemur^  the  noblefle  of  the  king's 
party  fell  upon  him,  and  beat  him,  and  killed  two 
thoufand  of  his  men,  and  as  himfelf  was  attempting 
to  efcape  by  fwimming  his  horfe  over  the  river  Tarn, 
he  was  drowned  in  the  paffage.  He  was  the  third  of 
this  houfe  that  had  fallen  in  the  fervice  of  the  league, 
and  was  the  only  one  remaining  of  the  five  brothers,  ,M 

except  the  cardinal  and   the  count  de  Souckage,  who 
was  a  capuchin. 

The  people  of  Totiloufe,  who,  next  to  the  'Par'iJianSy 
were  the  moft  zealous  for  the  league  of  any  in  the  king- 

dom, 
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j4.  fZ).  dom,  befought  the  cardinal  to  put  himfelf  at  the 
1592.  head  of  the  league  in  Languedoc,  and  upon  his  refufal 
"V^  made  an  extravagant  resolution  of  taking  his  other 
brother  from  among  the  capuehins.  In  fhort,  he  quitted 
the  habit  Ibme  time  after,  by  the  pope's  difpeniation, 
who  tranflated  him  to  the  order  of  Malta,  that  he 
might  refume  the  helmet  and  cuirafle,  and  the  title 
of  duke  of  Joyenfe.  This  defeat  was  the  nioft  me- 
morable aQion  which  pafifed  on  that  fide  5  but  the 
greateft  efforts  of  the  war,  after  thofe  which  were 
wrought  in  Normandy  between  the  king  and  the  great 
army  of  the  league,  were  not  far  from  the  dips  in 
^DaupJomy  and  '•Provence. 

dries  respited  againft  the  duke  of  Savoy,  and 
drove  out  the  Savoyard  garriibn,  but  ft  ill  .remained 
in  the  party  of  the  League.  On  the  other  fide,  la  Va- 
lette  befieged  'R.oquebruney  and  was  killed  by  a  musket 
.{hot.  The  place  was  taken  notwithftanding  his  death, 
but  it  gave  occafiori  to  new  infurre&ions  of  impor- 
tance in  ^Provence* 

This  general  had  put  Gafcon  officers  to  command  in 
almoft  all  places  under  the  king's  obedience.  Thefc 
made  very  prefling  inftances  to  his  majefty,  that  the 
duke  of  Efpernon  might  fucceed  to  la  Valette  his  bro- 
ther, in  the  command  of  the  troops,  and  they  addrefTed 
themfelves  in  fuch  manner,  that  there  was  caufe  to 
apprehend  if  they  were  refufed,  they  would  give  up 
their  town  to  the  league,  as  Maugiroti  had  lately  done 
Vienne,  of  which  he  was  governor,  who,  for  Ibme  dif- 
content  he  received  from  court,  gave  up  that  place  to 
the  duke  of  tfemours.  This  obi liged  Lefdigtiieres  to 
return  into  ^Daupbiny,  from  whence  he  was  come  into 
'Provence)  upon  the  news  of  la  Palette's  death,  and 
had  begun  to  fall  foul  upon  the  leaguers.  The  king, 
therefore,  named  the  duke  of  Efpernon  general  of  his 
troops  in  ^Provence  againft  his  inclination. 

He  came  thither,  in  the  month  of  Augufa  with  an 
army  of  ten  thoufand  men :  Several  gentlemen,  upon 
his  arrival,  left  the  league,  and  the  countefs  of  Satilt* 
who,  as  I  have  faid,  had  quarrelled  with  the  duke  of 
Savoy,  prefented  to  him  the  youngr  M.  de  Crequy  her 
fbn,  and  defired  his  confenr,  that  he  might  ferve 
the  king  under  his  command. 
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The  firft  expedition  of  the  duke  of  Efpernon  was 
the   raking  of  Mcntauxrciix,  where  there  was   a  gar- 
rifbn  of  nine  hundred  Savoyards.    Having  taken  it  at 
discretion,    he   hung  up  fourteen   captains,    and  lent  Hift.  du 
five  hundred  fbldiers  to  the  gallies.     He   treated  the ,d'ElPernon' 
Savoyards,  whom  he  found  in  the  caftle  of  Antilles^  Bodie  Hi 
almoft  in  the  fame  manner,  after  having  made  him-dtt   fr°v-_ 
felf  mailer  of  the  Tower  by  capitulation.     His  de-1  I0< 
fign,  by  this  extreme  feverity,   was  to  take  from  the 
Savoyards    all    inclination   to  enter,    or   continue,    iu 
Provence  5    but  Lefdigurtres   took   a  more    effeduai 
method,  by  carrying  the  war  into  'Piedmonf  itfelf. 

He  enter'd  the  cpuntry,  with  great  difficulty,  and 
made  him  (elf  mafter  of  'Perouze,  and  block'd  up 
the  caftle,  till  his  cannon  fliould  arrive.  The  fieurs 
de  Toet,  and  Slanien^  who  commanded  one  of  his 
detachments,  carried  the  Fauxbourg  of  Sitze  $  but 
the  cannon  of  the  caftle  obligfed  them  to  retire.  Lef- 
diguieres  attempted  to  carry  'Pignerol  by  Icalade,  and 
was  rcpulfed,  but  he  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the 
caftle  rtOfafyue,  which  is  near  it  3  of  the  tower  of 
Ltiferne^  and  the  fort  of  Mire1  one.  The  caftle  ofpe- 
ronze  furrendred  upon  the  playing  the  cannon.  He 
then  fortified  the  village  of  Briqueras,  and  by  the 
taking  of  thefe  potts,  fccured  a  communication  be- 
tween" 'Piedmont  and  2)auphivy.  He  forced  the 
camp  of  Vi'gon^  where  fome  militia  of  the  country 
were  aflembled,  under  the  fieur  de  Bruniqiier,  who 
was  there  flain.  On  the  other  fide,  the  fieur  de  ^Pcet^ 
with  his  detachment,  carried  Chatean-'Danpbin  j  and 
the  villages  of  L'liferne*  Angrcgne^  and  tperouze, 
fubmitted  to  the  king,  and  took  an  oath  of  fidelity 
to  him. 

Lefdiguieres  obferving  the  confternatioii  which  ran 
through  all  the  country,  ventured  to  attack  Cc.hourS, 
of  which  the  caftle,  being  planted  upon  a  rock,  was 
very  difficult  to  be  taken.  The  fiege  lafted  feveral 
days,  during  which  the  duke  of  Savoy  deliberated 
whether  he  fhoald  go  to  fuccour  it  at  the  hazard  of  a 
battle  ?  He  judg'd  It  convenient  to  defift,  but  marched 
with  bis  ar-vy  before  flricjwraSi  and  here  he  was  vi- 
goroufly  repulled,  and  gave  over  the  enrerprize. 

IfJUtgitiereS  left  his  camr>  oFCabottrs  to  overtake  the 
duke  of  SMO\\  and  to  attack  h'm  in  his  retreat  ;  but 

VOL.  IV*  U  th« 
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jl.  l£.  the  precipitation  of  his  captains  extricated  the  duke 
11.  out  uf  the  danger  he  was  in,  and  caufed  only  a  con- 
fufion  in  his  march.  The  garriion  of  Colours,  inform- 
ed of  ail  this  ill  fucceis,  jurrendred  upon  capitula- 
tion. Lef.iigziieres,  after  having  fortified  the  place,  and 
laid  the  country  under  contribution  as  far  as  5Tz/;v';;, 
put  an  end  to  fo  glorious  a  campaign,  and  repafled 
the  mountains,  as  well  upon  account  of  the  rigour  of 
the  iealbn,  as  becaufe  he  had  received  advice  that  the 
marquis  offreforr,  governour  of  Savoy,  was  entered 
into  Grefvuadiw*  and  had  ravaged  the  country  as  far 
as  Grenoble.  Upon  his  arrival,  he  quickly  retired, 
and  both  parties  put  trueir  troops  into  winter 
quarters. 

WhiHl  all  thefe  military  expedition*  were  making, 
in  fb  many  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  the  divi- 
fions  increafcd  among  the  leaguers,  efpecially  at  Ta- 
ris,  between  the  faction  of  fixteen,  and  that  of  the 
fditicks.  In  the  hatred  of  the  two  factions  one  againil 
the  other,  the  general  point  of  the  divifion  confifted 
in  rhisr  that  the  politicks  were  defirous  of  treating 
with  the  king  upon  fuppofition  of  his  converfion  j 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  fixteen  refuled  abfolutely 
to  acknowledge  his  title,  even  under  that  circumttance, 
pretending  that  the  converfion  would  never  be  fin- 
cere,  and  that  religion  would  always  be  expofed  to 
an  evident  danger.  But  what  put  the  fixteen  be- 
yond all  hopes,  was  the  great  prevalence  of  the 
politick  party,  efpecially  fince  the  execution  of  thofe 
perfbns,  whom  the  duke  of  May enm  had  caufed  to  be 
hanged  for  the  death  of  prefident  'Briffan  ;  and  in- 
confequence  of  the  prohibition  which  had  been  made, 
of  holding  private  aflemblies^  the  parliament  vigo- 
roufly  flood  up  againft  them  upon  every  the  leaft  oc- 
cafion. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  duke  of  Mayeiine  made 
all  neceflary  difpofitions  for  calling  together  the 
affembly  of  the  deputies  of  the  provinces,  according  to 
what  he  had  promifed  the  Spaniards,  the  defign  of 
which  was  to  make  choice  of  a  king,  who  fliould 
marry  the  infanta  of  Spain.  It  was  refolved,  that 
this  aflembly  fhould  be  held  at  'Paris,  and  notice 
was  fent  of  it  to  the  prince  of  'Partna,  who  was 
highly  diTpIeafed  5  for  he  was  defirous  it  /hould  have 
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been  held  at  Reimes  or  Stijfms,  where  he  would  have   ^  2Jt 
had   them  more  under  his  command,  by  mearis  of  the     /raj. 
troops   he    was   to   bring   thither,    under   pretence  or" y^-v^ 
guarding  the    aflembly.     He  let  the  duke  of  May- 
f «/7£ •  kuqw,   notwithstanding,  that  he  would  immedi- 
ately lead  another  army  into  France  agrintt  the  king 
of  Navarre-.,    but  his  death,  which  fell  out   in  this 
conjuncture,  prevented  the   execution  of  his  defign. 

His  death  was  a  very  confiderable  advantage  to  the 
Jking,  for  the  prince  of  'Parma  was  cne  of  the  greateit 
officers  in  Europe ;  and  M.  4e  la  None  hhniclf,  who 
had  no  caufe   to  be  well  plealed  with  him  (for  he  had  Difccmrf  PO; 
kept  him  a  long  time  in  prilbn)  iaid  of  him,  amongti  li.iquc*   & 
other  things,  fj*hat  he  formed  an  attack  the  befi  ofaity™11*'™'  & 
man  he  ever  knew. 

The  government  of  the  Low-Countries  continued  in 
the  hands  of  count  'Pefcr  Ermft  dc  Mansfield,  whom 
the  prince  of  War  ma  had  named  his  lieutenant  for 
the  time  he  was  to  be  in  France  with  his  army  j  and 
thus  ended  the  year  1592.  The  next  was  lels  me- 
morable for  military  expeditions,  but  much  more  re- 
markable for  other  events,  the  variety  of  intrigues 
of  the  different  parties,  and  the  happy  turn  the  king's 
affairs  took. 

The  aflembly  of  'Paris  held  all  mens  minds  in  • 
fufpence,  upon  the  deciiion  of  the  grand  affair  they 
were  to  treat  of.  The  Spaniards  laboured  to  make 
it  fall  upon  the  infanta  of  Spain,  and  the  perlbfi 
whom  it  Ihould  be  judged  proper  to  give  her  for  a 
husband.  The  princes  of  Lorraine  hoped  to  draw  ic 
into  their  family.  Some  had  formed  notions  of  gain- 
ing it  to  themfelves,  and  others,  at  leaft,  hoped  to 
make  their  advantage  of  the  ruin  of  the  kingdom. 

Upon  the  fcneme  of  the  Spaniards,  and  their  party, 
ieveral  of  the  princes  ftood  excluded,  and  particularly 
the  duke  of  Mayenne  $  for  having  wives  already, 
they  were  not  in  a  condition  to  marry  the  infanta  of 
Spain.  There  were  alfo  fome  amongft  the  French  for 
the  marquis  de  Tont)  fon  to  the  duke  of  Lorrai&i 
becaufe  he  was  a  foreigner.  There  were  then,  of  all 
\hefe  princes,  only  the  duke  of  Nemour s,  who  was  bro- 
ther to  the  duke  of  Mayeime,  by  the  mother's  fide, 
and  the  duke  of  Gfiife  his  nephew,  to  whom  the  duke 
of  Mayetmei  in  a  view  of  ^raifing  his  family  to  the 
U  i  throne, 
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A.  (D.   throne,  could,  poflibly  be   favourable  :  For  we   muilr 
15-92.     fuppoie,  that  in  the  aflembly  of  cParis,  there  was  no 

v/'Vv-'  regard  paid  to  the -princes  of  the  blood,  whom  they 
entirely  rejected,  a-s  having  always  represented  them 
to  be  favourers  of  herely,  except  the  cardinal  of 
%onrbci?i  who  had  attempted  to  make  a  third  party, 
and  was  then  ia  no  condition  either  to  form  it,  cr 
iupport  it. 

As  to  the  duke  of  NeK?ourst  fince  the  glory  he  had 
acquired  in  the  delence  of  'Paris,  he  was  become  ib 
independent  of  the  duke  of  Mayenne^  and  had  acled 
ib  little  in  concert  with  him,  that  the  duke  was  in 
no  wife  defiroua  to  place  fo  haughty  and  imperious  a 
prince  over  his  head  $  and  laftly,  his  neph«w,  the 
duke  of  Guife^  had  no  great  reafbn  to  expert  his  fa- 
vour, who  was  already  difpleaied  to  fee  him  his  com- 
petitor, and  that  he  had  entered  into  alliance  with 
his  enemies',  and  efpeciaSly  with  the  fixreen,  and  the 
Spaniards,  who  had  ufed  their  utmoft  endearours  to 
ferhrm  at  the  head  of  the  league  in  his  place. 

Upon  thefe  fuppofitions,  it  can  hardly  be  doubted 
but  the  duke  of  Mc.ytnne,  how  contrary  foever  he 
might  teem  to  aft  upon  feveral  occafions,  from  that 
time  determined  to  hinder  the  election  of  a  king,  in 
the  aflembly  of  <Paris,  and  was  refolred,  fooner  or 
later,  to  come  to  ah  agreement  with  his  majefty,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  fteps  he  had  dready  made  with  him, 
by  the  mediation  of  M.  de  Vilhroy.  However,  he 
adled  as  if  fuch  a  defign  had  been  always  far  from 
his  view. 

^D. 1 5-9 3  qpj^g  meeting  of  the  ftates  was  in  the  great  hall 
of  the  Louvre,  on  the  twenty-fixth  of  jfanyary  1593, 
for  fb  they  wrongfully  called  that  afiembly,  fince  none 
but  the  king  has  power  to  call  the  ftates  together  j 
but  cuftom  in  this  point  has  prevailed  over  reafor* 
among  hiftorians.  The  duke  of  JWaytmie  made  a 
long  jfpeech,  to  perfuade  the  affembly  to  have  no- 
thing in  view  but  the  good  of  religion,  and  the 
flate. 

In  the  feccnd  fe/Tion,  which  was  the  next  day,  the 
legate  propofed,  that   before  all   things  the  members- 
of  the  ftates  fhould  bind  themfelves,  by  folemn  oaths, 
never   to   be   reconciled    with  the  king  of   Navarret 
even  though  he  /hould  embrace  the  catholick  religion. 

Tha 
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The  oppofition  which  this  proportion  met  with,  let  ^  -%)m 
him  and  the  Spaniards  know,  that  it  would  not  be  15-93. 
fb  eaiy  fur  them  as  they  imagined  to  compals  their  *—^y~^ 
defign.  The  duke  of-  Mayenne  rejected  it  with  free- 
dom and  courage,  and  the  moll  part  of  the  conven- 
tion appeared  to  be  in  his  fentiments  j  and  then  the 
archbi/hop  of  Lyons  taking  upon  him  to  Ipeak,  made 
ufe  of  an  expedient  which  topped  the  legate's 
mouth.  He  told  them,  that  the  choice  of  proper 
means  to  reftore  tranquillity  to  the  kingdom  of  France^ 
and  procure  lafery  to  religion,  was  referred  to  the 
prudence  of  the  pope  $  that  they  did  not  yet  know 
what  was  his  intentions,  and  that  to  take  the  oaths 
without  having  confulted  him  upon  a  point  of  fuch 
importance,  would  be  to  tye  his  hands,  and  out-reach 
his  authority 

The  next  day,  being  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  the 
month,  a  trumpet  of  the  king  arrived  from  Char- 
tresy  who  faid  he  had  a  packet  addrefled  to  the 
count  de  Selin  governor  of  <Paris.  The  count  de  lle- 
lin  carried  it  to  the  duke  of  Mayenne,  who  refuled 
to  open  ir,  except  in  presence  of"  the  chief  of  the 
aiTembly. 

'Twas  open'd  in  the  prefence  of  the  legate,  cardi- 
nal Relieve,  ^Diego  £  Ybarra,  M.  de  Villeroy^  and 
fome  others.  They  found  in  it  a  writing,  wherein 
the  catholicks  of  the  king's  party  invited  thofe  of  the 
affembly  at  ^aris  to  a  conference  upon  the  affairs  of 
religion  and  ftate.  It  was  intituled,  T'he  'PropofiticiU 
of  the  Trinces,  'Prelates,  Officers,  of  the  Crown,  — rend- 
ing  TO  the  quiet  of  the  kingdom,  fo  necejfary  for  the 
prefervatim  of  the  catholick  religion,  and  the  Jlate, 
mate  to  the  'ditke  of  Mayenne,  and  the  other  princes 

ofhiskoiife- — Prelates at  prejeiit  ajjembled  in  the 

town  of  Paris. 

It  was  deliberated  whether  this  writing  /hould  be 
communicated  to  the  convention,  and  notwithstanding 
all  the  legate's  endeavours,  it  was  concluded  to  lay  it 
before .  them.  At  the  fame  time  there  was  lent 
abroad  another  writing  or  manifefto  of  the  king, 
which  made  a  great  impreflion  upon  feveral  people. 

The  duke  of  Maytmie  iufpcnded  the  affair  of  the 
£<ft  overture,  'till  his  return  from  a   journey  he   was 
obliged  to  nuke  to  the  frontiers   of  <PiMrJy>  to  meet 
U  the 
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^.  2).   the   duke  of  Fen  a  embaiTador  of   Spa'w^   who  was 

ij 93.    marching  with  the  army  or  the  Lo-iv-Cotintri^ st  com- 

V*-vx>*  manded  by  the  count  Charles  of  Mansfield.    He  left 

the  fieurs  /te  l>rilhroy^  and  yawriu9  to  keep  a  watchful 

eye  over  the  conduit  ot   the  legate,  and  the  Spamp 

tuini  tiers. 

The  count  o£M«R$eU  having  entred  France,  laid 
fiege  to  y,oycv,  and  having  given  an  aiVault,  the  place 
was  furrendred  to  him  upon  capitulation,  before  the 
king  could  come  to  its  fuccour. 

Several  conferences  had  palled  between  the  duke  of 
Mayenne,  and  the  duke  of  Fcna,  at  Sriffws,  before 
the  taking  of  Noycrt.  The  duke  of  peri  a  being  per- 
fuaded  that  the  convention  of  Paris,  which  the  duke 
of  Alf.yenne  had  been  prevailed  on  to  call,  was  the 
decifive  blow,  did  not  fcruple  to  propole,  that  the 
Itates  fliould  begin  with  aboli filing  the  ialick  law, 
and  frcm  this  principle  he  drew  very  favourable  con- 
Jequences  in  behalf  of  the  infanta  of  Spain. 

The  duke  of  Mtyeime  heard>his  diicourie,  and  all 
his  reafbning,  with  a  great  deal  of  coldnefs,  and  an- 
fwered  him  almoft  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  preil- 
dent  jfanmn  had  anfwered  the  SpaniJJj  minifter  in 
the  conierences  of  the  camp  at  la  Fe/'e,  before  the 
raifing  of  the  fiege  of  Rouen,  by  demanding  of  him, 
How  he  could  be  able  to  lupport  ib  great  an  enterprizc  ? 
or,  Where  were  the  troops,  and  millions  neceflary  to 
fiibdue  the  king  of  Navarre7,  that  the  count  of  Mans- 
Held  had  entered  France  with  only  five  thoufand  men, 
"and  that  they  had  given  him,  the  duke  of  Mayei;net 
by  way  of  advance,  for  all  the  expences  of  the  cam- 
i  Pa'gn  he  was  about  to  begin,  no  more  than  five  and 

twenty  thoufand  crowns,  with   a  long  detail  of  other 
difficulties  which  would  occur  in  the  execution. 

A?  thefe  reafons  were  unanfwerable,  the  duke  of 
Feria,  enlarged  upon  the  magnificent  promiies  he  had 
orders  to  make  from  the  king  of  Spain  ,  that  when 
the  election  /hould  be  made,  and  the  crown  adjudged 
to  the  infanta,  hi?  majefty,  encouraged  by  his  own 
iircreft,  would  employ  all  his  treafury,and  all  the  forces 
r.f  his  dominions,  and-tbat  in  a  fhort  time  they  would 
ite  fifty  thousand  foot  enter  France*  on  all  fides,  to 
maintain  the  infanta  upon  the  throne,  and  extermi- 
nate hcraicks. 

The 
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The  duke  of  Mqyenne  replied,  with  a  iinile,  That 
he  had  to  do  with  the  preient,  and  not  with  the  fu- 
ture  5  that  the  yoke  of  a  foreign  government  was  not 
cafy  of  digefiion  to  a  French  Itomach,  and  that  it 
wanted  louie  ftrong  fealbning  to  make  it  palatable. 

Inigo  Ae  Mendo-za^  a  lawyer,  whom  the  king  of 
Spain  had  given  to  the  duke  of  Peria,  to  aflift  him 
with  his  advice  in  matters  relating  to  law,  told  the 
duke  of  Mayenne,  that  he  was  well  aflured  that  all 
the  deputies  oftheftates  of  'JParis  would  not  only  re- 
ceive the  infanta,  but  alfb  would  defire  his  catholick 
majefty  to  give  her  to  them,  and  it  was  he  alone 
that  oppofed  the  election. 

The  duke  of  Mc.yenne  anfwered  him,  with  fcorn, 
That  he  talked  of  an  affair  that  he  knew  nothing  of, 
and  that  he  certainly  took  the  deputies  for  Indian* ; 
but  that  the  Spaniards  mould  find  they  were  neither 
quite  fb  ftupid,  nor  Ib  eafy  to  be  impofed  on.  Upon 
which  Mendoza,  having  repeated  to  him  again,  That 
he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  difpofition  of  the 
ftates,  and  that  they  had  no  need  of  his  credit  to 
make  the  infanta  own'dj  You  are  much  mittaken, 
fays  the  duke  of  Mfy'enne,  for  if  I  do  not  content  to 
the  election,  the  whole  world  is  not  able  to  make  it ' 
fucceed. 

The  Jduke  of  Feria,  being  no  more  matter  of  his 
temper  than  his  lawyer,  told  the  duke  of  Maye nne, 
in  a  fcornful  way,  That  it  was  himfelf  that  was 
abufed,  and  the  election  mould  pafs  in  fpite  of  him, 
and  that  he  would,  farther,  take  from  him  the  com- 
mand of  the  army,  and  give  it  to  the  duke  o£Guife. 

This  threatning  put  the  duke  of  Mayenne  out  of 
all  patience,  who  raifing  his  voice  ftill  higher,  bid 
him  do  the  worft  he  could$  that  it  was  in  his  power 
to  turn  all  France  againft  the  Spaniards  $  that  if  he 
undertook  it,  he  would  throw  them  all  out  of  the 
kingdom  in  eight  days  5  and  laftly,  That  they  feem'd 
to  treat  him  as  their  fubjeft,  but  thank  heaven  he 
was  not  Ib  yet,  and  their  proceedings  mould  hinder 
him  from  ever  defiring  to  be  fo  hereafter.  Upon 
which  he  broke  up  the  conference,  and  withdrew. 

The  paffionate  behaviour  of  the  duke  of  Feria  was 

much  difapproved  by   the  minifters  of  Spain,  and  it 

was  refbjved  in  council  to  endeavour,   by  all  poflible 

U  4  means, 
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d.*%)-  means,  to  appeale  the  duke  of  Jlfayenue.  M.  . 
if 02.  was  lent  to  beg  pardon^  and  was  received  in  a  very 
haughty  manner.  The  count  of  Mansfield,  and  fqme 
others,  undertook  to  draw  him  over.  Zaflfr  offered 
him  from  Spain  the  foveraignty  of  the  dutchy  of  Bur- 
gundy, the  governnient  of  'Picardyt  during  life,  the 
title  and  authority  of  lieutenant  general  under  the 
queen,  and  to  pay  all  his  debts,  it  he  would  favour 
the  election  of  the  infanta,  with  twenty-five  thouland 
crowns,  which  fhould  immediately  be  delivered  him  : 
He  promifed  him  a  note  for  two  hundred  thouland 
more,  and  to  confer  upon  him,  by  letters  patents, 
the  generalfhip  of  the  Spanifo  troops,  which  he 
ihould  difpofe  of  at  his  will,  and  which  Jhould  not 
act  but  by  his  direction. 

Whether  it  was  the  duke  yielded  to  thefe  offers, 
or  that  hp  had  a  mind  to  have  it  thought  fo,  he  fuffer- 
cd  his  paffion  to  grow  cool,  accepted  the  propofal, 
and  was  reconciled  to  the  duke  of  Feria  j  however  he 
lent  a  fecret  order  to  the  archbifhop  of  Lyons,  and 
the  prefident  Jannin,  to  prevail  upon  the  ftates,  that 
the  conference  demanded  by  the  catholicks  of  the 
king's  party  fhould  be  refolved  on. 

They  effected  their  defign,  notwithftanding  the 
cardinal  legate,  cardinal  Relieve,  and  the  other  par- 
tifans  of  Spain?  and  after  many  difficulties  it  was 
decreed,  That  the  conferences  fhould  be  held  at 
$unniie,  a  village  about  a  league  and  a  half  from 
<Paris. 

The  arrival  of  the  duke  ofFeria  caufed  no  alteration 
in  this  affair,  and  the  flates  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  deputies  for  the  conference.  The  convention  chofe 
the  archbifhop  of  Lyons,  the  fieur  de  Billi  abbot  of 
St.  Vincent,  and  afterwards  bifhop  of  Laon,  Villars 
governor  of  Rouen,  the  count  de  Selin  governor  of 
tparh,  the  prefident  Jannin,  the  baron  de  Talmet^ 
the  fieurs  de  Montigni  and  Montolin,  the  prefident 
le  Maitre,  the  follicitor  Bernard,  and  du  Laurent, 
fbHicitor  general  to  the  parliament  of  Waris. 

The  king,  who  was  then  at  Ma;-xe9  having  affem- 
bled  his  council  to  chufe  deputies  in  like  manner,  the 
choice  fell  upon  Renatid  de  Beaune,  archbifhop  of 
tBcvrges,  to  whom  were  joined  in  commiffion,  the 
fieurs  de  Cbavighi^  £ellievre^  Sckomlerg,  Tent-Carre, 
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Einenc  fie  5T/b0#,   and  Revoly   who  were  all   of  the 
king's  council. 

As  the  catholieks  of  the  king's  party  could  not 
hope  for  the  luccels  of  any  conference,  unlefs  his  ma- 
jcity  would  explain  himfelf  in  more  pofitive  terms 
than  he  yet  had  done  upon  the  affair  of  his  conlci- 
ence  $  M.  d*  O  was  employed,  by  the  reft,  to  obtain 
his  explication  upon  this  nead. 

This  lord  reprelented  to  him  the  great  intereft  his 
majefty  had  in  the  prefent  conjunctures,  no  longer  to 
hold  the  minds  of  men  in  iufpence  upon  ib  cifential 
a  point,  and  laid  before  him  all  the  motives  which 
were  moft  capable  to  draw  him  over  to  his  fide.  The 
king  anl'wered  him,  That  he  .was  intirely  refblved  to 
give  all  poflible  fatisfaftion  to  the  catholieks  that  had 
lerved  him  upon  this  head,  and  very  ibon,  and  then 
laid  before  him  very  ftrcng  reafons  for  his  delays 
hitherto,  and  aflured  him,  that  he  was  reiblvcd  in 
three  months,  at  mott,  to  aflemble  the  bi mops  to  put 
an  end  to  the  affair :  And  this,  faid  he,  you  may  tell 
the  archbifhop  of  Bowges  from  me,  who  is  to  be  at 
the  head  of  the  deputies  at  the  conference  of  Su- 
renne,  and  that  he  may  entirely  rely  upon  what  I 
now  lay. 

It  is  certain  that  the  king  had  received  private 
inftructions  in  the  matters  of  religion,  and  Viftor  Cayet, 
doctor  of  divinity,  who  has  left  us  a  very  good  hilto- 
ry  of  this  king's  reign  till  the  peace  of  VervinS,  tells  cayet,  T.  a. 
us,  that  he  coniulted  him  by  letters  upon  his  difficul- 
ties on  feveral  articles  of  the  Roman  religion  ;  that 
he  was  not  the  only  catholick  doclor  with  whom  he 
conferr'd  in  this  matter ;  and  that  by  the  adiftance  of 
the  difcourfes  he  had  with  them,  and  the  writings 
they  had  fiipplied  him  with,  he  very  often  confounded 
the  calvinift  minifters  5  and  when  M.  d'  O  made  him 
the  remonftrance  I  have  lately  mentioned,  he  was 
diflatisfied  only  in  three  points,  the  invocation  of  the 
faints,  auricular  confeffion,  and  the  pope's  authority. 

The  conference  began  the  twenty-ninth  of  April. 
The  firft  were  upon  divers  preliminaries,  and  princi- 
pally upon  the  limits  which  were  to  be  fet  to  the  fu- 
fpenfion  of  arms,  and  its  duration  ;  (b  that  they  did 
not  begin  to  treat  of  affairs  till  the  fifth  of  May, 
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2).  The  firft  propoiition  which  was  made  by  the  arch- 
.  bifhop  of  Baurges,  was  to  acknowledge  the  king,  to 
whom  the  crown  belonged  by  right  of  birth,  or  at 
leaf!  to  invite  him  to  follow  the  religion  of  his  an- 
ceftors.  The  archbifhop  of  Lyons  anlwered,  That  all 
the  catholicks,  who  affixed  in  the  ftates,  would  be 
cut  limb  from  limb  before  they  would  fumbit  to  an  he- 
retick  prince;  and  as  to  the  inviting  him  to  change  his 
religion,  he  had  too  long  'amufed  the  catholicks  of 
his  own  party,  for  them  to  rely  upon  him  in  that  point; 
befides  they  had  all  taken  oaths,  which  hindered  them 
from  treating  with  him. 

The  arch bi  mop  of  Sottrges  reply'd  to  the  fecond 
article,  by  urging  the  king's  realbns  for  fb  long  de- 
ferring his  inltruftions,  of  which  the  principal  was 
the  obftinate  war  made  upon  him  by  the  leaguers, 
without  any  abatement  j  that  all  the  oaths  they  had 
taken  were  unjutt  in  rhemielves  $  that  in  all  preceeding 
times  the  popes  had  made  the  firft  overtures  to  princes, 
who  through  the  misfortune  of  their  birth  had  fallen 
into  error,  if  they  law  the  leaft  appearance  of  their 
converfion,  and  were  very  far  from  treating  them  with 
rigour  5  that  roughnefs,  and  fe verity,  were  the  means 
to  ruin  religion,  and  that  there  was  a  fufficient  ex- 
ample of  this  in  what  had  fallen  out  in  Eagl.inij  and 
laftly,  "  Gentlemen,  fays  he,  it  belongs  to  you  to 
"  take  orood  advice  before  you  make  your  prerended 
"  election  of  a  new  king,  for  certainly  oars  will  never 
"  fly  to  give  place  to  him,  and  will  want  neither 
**  courage,  nor  faithful  fubje6~r.s,  to  defend  the  right 
'*  which  God  and  his  birth  have  conferred  upon 
"  him." 

The  conference,  which  had  been  held  that  day 
three  or  tour  times,  ended,  after  fome  debate  upon 
the  authority  of  the  pope,  and  the  liberty  of  the 
Galilean  church. 

They  met  together  again  on  the  tenth  of  Ma\\ 
and  the  archb'tfliop  of  Bourges,  without  making  any 
more  long  difcourfes,  fays  to  them,  '*  Gentlemen, 
"  We  have  fufficiently  explained  our  pretenfions,  it 
"  now  belongs  to  you  to  do  as  much  on  your  fide,  and 
"  to  lay  before  us  what  you  infift  on. 

The' arch  bifhop  of  Lyons  anfwered,  "  They  had  al- 
"  ready  done  it  as  plainly  as  they  could  5  that  all  their 
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«*  dcfign  in  this  conference  was  to  promote  a  ilncere  ^  <j)m 
"  union  amongil  catholicks,  to  advance  the  iafety  of  ij-o"." 
«'  the  ftatc,  and  the  fccurity  of  religion. 

"  Well,  faith  the  archbifhop  of  ftwirge'^  what 
u  anfwer  do  you  make  to  us  upon  the  king's  conver- 
«'  {ion?  will  not  you  am"  ft  us  to  make  him  a  catho- 
«  lick?  ". 

"  Would  to  God,  replied  the  archbilhop  of  Lyous> 
<*  that  he  was  a  good  catholick,  that  our  holy  father 
t(  could  be  latisfied  of  it." 

Upon  this  laft  word,  M.  de  Botirges  rejoyns, 
"  On  gentlemen,  fays  he,  don't  oblige  us  to  make 
"  (uch  long  iournies.  There  are  fo  many  mountains 
"  -to  pafs  before  we  come  to  Rome,  and  lo  many  ob- 
"  ftacles  to  overcome  on  that  fide,  that  this  expedi- 
«'  ent  cannot  but  be  very  dangerous  in  the  prelent 
'*  ilate  of  affairs-  but  fince  you  are  upon  this  head, 
«'  give  us  leave  to  demand  of  you,  that  a  ftop  mould 
"  be  put,  for  fome  days,  to  all  proceedings.  "  The 
archbimop  of  Lyons  confenred,  and  the  fufpenfion. 
of  arms  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Paris  was  pro- 
longed. 

The  fieurs  de  Schomberg,  and  de  Revol,  were  fent 
to  Mante,  where  they  made  their  report  to  the  king's 
council  of  all  that  had  pafled.  They  were  fome  time 
before  they  returned,  becaufe  the  king  was  defirous  to 
remove  certain  difficulties  which  remained  to  him, 
and  this  was  done  to  his  fatisfaclion  j  for  which  rea- 
Ibn  he  relblved  immediately  to  call  an  afTembly  of 
prelates  to  treat  of  his  converiion,  which  was  no  more 
then  a  mere  ceremony  to  finifh  this  grand  affair  with 
the  more  folemnity,  and  made  a  great  impreffion 
upon  the  minds  of  the  people. 

Schomberg,  and  Revol^  having  received  this  avtu- 
rance  from  his  own  mouth,  returned  to  Surenne,  where 
the  conferences  were  revived  on  the  feventeenth  of 
May.  The  archbifhop  of  Bat.'rges,  with  an  air  of 
joy,  declared  this  news  to  the  deputies  of  the  league, 
and  added,  That  they  might  now  treat  upon  this 
plan  with  the  catholick  lords  of  the  royal  party  :  That 
further,  they  did  not  require  of  them  to  confent  to 
•what  mould  be  determined,  'till  after  this  was  put 
in  execution,  and  the  king  was  publickly  reftored  to 
the  unity  oF  the  church,  and  that  to  this  end  his  rna- 
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A.  2).  jefty"  offered  them  a  truce  of  three  months,  which,  in 
if 93.  the  prelent  fituation  of  his  affairs,  and  thole  of  the 
~**J  league,  would  be  prejudicial  to  none  but  himielf. 

This  declaration  very  much  embarraffed  the  arch- 
bifliop  of  Ly&ti^  and  he  defired  leave  to  confer  with 
his  collegues.  After  having  deliberated  with  their^ 
he  anfwered,  That  nothing  could  be  more  agreeable 
10  them  than  the  news  of  the  king  of  Navarre's  con- 
veriion,  but  there  would  ftill  remain  a  difficulty  in 
knowing  it  to  be  fincere,  and  great  mifchief  might 
arile  if  it  fhould  prove  otherwiie.  He  endeavoured 
to  render  it  fuf peeled,  from  certain  advantages  the 
king  had  lately  granted  to  the  hugoncts.  Here  they 
fropr,  and  the  fieur  de  Revol  gave  in  writing  to  the 
deputies  of  the  league,  the  declaration  that  was  lately 
made  touching  the  king's  converfion. 
v  .  This  declaration  was  printed  and  fpread  all  over 
the  kingdom,  as  well  as  the  circular  letter  which 
he  wrote  to  feveral  bimops  and  doctors,  inviting 
them  to  come  to  him  on  the  fifteenth  of  July* 
Thefe  two  writings  had  a- wonderful  effect,  and  not- 
withftanding  the  prohibition  of  the  cardinal  legate, 
three  curates  of  the  principal  parifhes  of  Paris  left 
the  town,  and  went  to  the  king.  Thefe  were  the  fieurs 
Sennet,  curate  of  S.  Euftacbe,  Cbavagnac,  curare  of 
S.  Svlpice,  and  Alorenne,  curate  of  S.  Meri,  and  after- 
wards biftiop  of  Seez. 

Though  this  flep  was  very  advantageous  to  the 
king,  in  bringing  back  to  his  party  feveral  of  the  ca- 
tholicks,  it  laid  him  under  great  difficulties  with  re- 
'2'lation  to  the  hugonots  5  however,  he  found  means  to 
.  calm  their  paffions,  by  the  mediation  of  certain  ca- 
tholick  lords,  whom  he  engaged  to  promife  them, 
that  nothing  mould  be  done  to  their  prejudice  in  the 
conferences  of  Surenne  5  that  whatever  happened, 
they  /hould  enjoy  the  privileges  which  had  been 
granted  them  by  the  edicts  of  the  preceding  kings  ; 
and  this  promife  was  given  them  in  writing,  and 
figned  by  the  chancellor,  and  all  the  moft  confiderable 
perfbns  of  the  court. 

The  leaguers  were  ftrangely  di (concerted,  and  knew 
not  what  party  to  take  with  reference  to  the  writing 
which  the  fieur  de  Revol  had  put  into  the  hands  of 
fhe  deputies.  They  aflembled  again  on  the  fifth  of 
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y///V£,  at  the  Raquttte'  in  the  Fauxbourg  S.  Airtoine, 
and  the  archbifhop  of  Lyons  anfwer  to  this  writing 
turned  upon  three  points  j  Firft,  As  to  the  king  of  Na- 
vwre's  converfion,  the  catholicks  of  the  royaj  party 
would  do.  well  to  make  application  to  tne  pope, 
whole  bu  fine  is  it  was  to  receive  him  into  the  church* : 
Secondly,  That  they  could  not  enter  into  a  treaty 
concerning  the  iecurity  of  religion,  without  being  in- 
formed before-hand  of  the  intentions  of  the  holy  lee  5 
and  Thirdly,  As  to  the  truce,  they  would  then  con- 
ilder  of  it,  when  they  received  their  anfwer  to  the 
two  firll  articles: 

The  archbifhop  of  Sourgcs  replied  to  all  this,  that 
.the  king  was  difpoied  to  ihew  the  pope  all  the  re- 
gard and  refpeft  that  might  be  expected  from  a 
prince  who  was  a  fincere  catholick,  and  to  omit  no- 
thing that  might  remove  all  poffible  diitruft  from  his 
holinefs  j  but  if  the  pope  would  take  upon  him  to  de- 
termine the  capacity,  or  incapacity,  of  his  majefty's 
perCon  to  lucceed  to  the  crown,  he  thought  thole  who 
•compofed  this  aflfembly  were  too  good  Frencbmeny 
and  too  well  acquainted  with  the  rights  and  laws  of 
the  kingdom,  and  the  liberties  of  the  Galilean  church, 
to  liipport  the  pretenfions  of  the  court  of  Rome  in  an 
affair  of  this  nature  $  that,  in  a  word,  whatever 
Should  happen,  the  king  would  never  lubmit  the  evi- 
dent right  he  had  to  the  kingdom  of  France,  to  an 
arbitration,  upon  account  of  the  cenlures  which  had 
btfn  iflued  out  againft  him. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  kirfg  perceiving,  by  the 
management  of  the  deputies  of  the  league,  that  they 
fought  only  for  delays,  with  defign  to  fupply  'Paris 
with  all  the  provisions  they  were  able,  and  give  time 
to  the  Spaniards  to  draw  troops  towards  the  town,  he 
ordered  the  admiral  de  ftiron  to  invctt  the  town  of 
'Qreitx,  and  feme  days  after  publi fried  a  proclamation, 
that  the  fufpeniion  of  arms  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
tyarh  was  at  an  end.  The  king  made  hiralelf  mafter 
of  2>Y£7/r,  and  the  taking  of  t  .is  place  put  the  (Pari- 
fians  in  a  great  contternation  ;  tor  which  realun  the 
Spaniards  prefled  rhe  convention  more  than  ever  to 
proceed  to  the  eleftion  of  a  kin£.  Upon  this  occa- 
fion  the  duke  of  Feria  found  himlclf  under  a  neceffity 
to  declare  who  it  was  that  the  king  of  Sjtain  defign'd 
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.  2>.   for  an  husband  to  the  infanta,  and  after  a   long  dif- 

15-9;.     courie,  came  at  laif  to  this  concluiion,  That  the  inten- 

~V^>  tion  of  hi*  maiter  was  to  demand  of  the  Hates  the 

crown  of  France  for  the  intanta  Clara  Eugenia  Jja- 

bcll&t  and  the  arch-duke  Albert,  who  was   to   marry 

her. 

This  proposition  not  only  drew  off  from  his  intereft 
thole  whom  they  named  politicks,  and  the  nobility 
who  were  affirtants  to  the  dates,  but  alfo  the  clergy, 
and  the  third  tlate  j  for  that  the  whole  world  law 
plainly,  that  .the  king  of  Spain*  defign  was  to  im- 
pofe  upon  the  French  the  yoke  of  the  houfe  of  Att- 
firia.  The  Spanijb  minifters  obferving  this  oppofition, 
did  not  venture  to  infift  upon  it  any  farther,  and 
faid,  That  the  king  of  Spain  would  confent  to  the 
election  of  a  prince  of  France,  comprehending  under 
this  name,  the  princes  of  the  houfe.  of  Lorraine,  and 
fecretly  let  the  cardinal  of  Lorraine,  and  the  duke  of 
Guife,  underftand,  that  they  had  them  in  view. 

But  what  finally  difconcerted  the  artifices  of  the 
Spaniards,  was  a  decree  of  parliament  made  by  the 
prefident  Le  Maitre,  in  which  it  was  declared,  that 
advice  fhould  be  given  of  it  to  M.  ae  Miiyenne,  lieu- 
tenant general  of  the  crown  of  Prance,  and  it  fhould 
be  from  this  prefent  time  declared,  That  ail  treaties 
made,  and  which  hereafter  .fhould  be  made,  for  the 
fettlement  of  a  foreign  prince  or  princefs  upon  the 
throne  o?  France,  were  null  and  void,  as  being  made 
in  prejudice  of  the  Sdick  law,  and  other  fundamen- 
tal laws  of  the  kingdom  of  Franc?. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  legate  having  received  let- 
ters from  Rome,  by  which  he  perceived  that  the 
pope's  inclination  began  to  change  with  reference  to 
the  affairs  of  France,  confented  to  the  truce  proposed 
bv  the  king  and  the  duke  of  Mayenne,  though  much 
difpleafed  with  the  decree  of  parliament  which  had 
been  made  in  his  abfence,  and  named  deputies  to  treat 
of  it,  which  were  meffieurs  tie  la  Chatre,  du  Rond, 
Sajfompierre,  Villeroy,  %)ampierre,  and  the  prefident 
Jaiinin,  by  which  ftep  the  whole  kingdom  forefaw 
the  fall  of  the  league. 

In  the  mean  while  the  prelates,  whom  the  king 
had  called  to  court  to  finifh  the  affair  of  his  conver- 
fion,  came  to  S.  2>f/7/J,  and  put  an  end  to  the  bufi- 
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ncfs.    The  king's  abjuration  was  made  in  the  abbey   jj.  2>r 
ot  S.  Items,  on  Sun.-iay  the  twenty-fifth  of  July*  and     15-95. 
notwithstanding   the  legate's  excommunication,  abun-  w-v~x 
dance  of  perlons,  of  all  conditions,  left  'Pans  to  aflift 
at  the    ceremony.     It   was    performed    with    all    the 
iplendor  and  magnificence   imaginable,    and    all   the 
ufual  forms  in  iuch  kinds  of  ceremonies  were  oblerved 
upon  the  occalion. 

On  the  lame  day  the  king  Sent  couriers  to  all  the 
parliaments,  to  inform  them  of  his  converfion,  and 
his  realbns  for  fo  long  delaying  it.  The  leaguers, 
and  in  particular  fonae  of  the  preachers  in  t£V?w,  gave 
way  to  their  accuitomed  fury  5  but  notwithstanding 
this,  the  treaty  of  truce,  tor  which  they  were  aflem- 
bled  at  La  Villete,  was  concluded  and  figned  a  few 
days  after  for  three  months,  and  publi/lied  at  LParisy 
and  S.  2)et!is,  on  the  fir  ft  ot  Align  ft. 

By  the  truce  it  was  forbidden  to  /peak  in  the  con- 
vention of  the  election  of  the  infanta  ever  after  5  but 
the  duke  of  JMc.ytiwe,  that  he  might  be  always  in  a 
condition  to  treat  with  the  king  to  advantage,  re- 
iolved  to  maintain  and  Strengthen  his  party.  •  The 
king  on  his  fide,  that  he  might  d i (charge  the  promife 
he  had  made  the  bi/hops  offending  an  ambaflador  to 
the  pope,  named  the  duke  of  Nevers  for  this  em- 
baffy,  and  lent  before  him  the  fieur  de  la  C/iele,  with 
3.  very  rejpe&ful  letter  to  his  holinefs,  which  he 
fign'd  in  theie  terms,  Tour  good  and  devoted  Son, 
Henry.. 

The  fuccefs  of  this  embaiTy  was  very  uncertain,  up- 
on account  of  the  treatment  which  had  been  fhewrv 
hitherto  to  the  cardinal  ofGondi,  and  the  marquifs  of 
Vifam,  deputies  at  Rome,  from  the  catholick  princes, 
and  lords  of  the  royal  party  :  notwithstanding  the 
credit  of  the  republick  of  Venice^  and  the  grand  duke, 
who  applied  to  the  pope  with  all  poffible  zeal  in  the 
king's  caufe ;  the  cardinal,  and  the  marquis,  were 
forbidden  to  fet  foot  upon  the  lands  of  the  church. 

Clement  the  eighth  was  a  pope  of  very  extraordina- 
ry prudence,  and  though  mightily  rejoiced  at  the 
lung's  converfion,  afted  with  great  caution  towards 
the  'Span'mri^  and  wiftied,  for  the  honour  of  the  holy 
lee,  and  the  good  of  the  church,  he  could  be  aflured 
that  the  king's  converfion  was  finccre.  Thus  he  fought 

for 


Tke  Hiftory  of  F  R  A  N  C  £. 

A-  2).  for  time  to  regulate  his  conduct,  though  he  fufferecl 
15-95.  certain  words  to  fall  from  him  on  purpofe,  and  took 
"V"^  fomenmes  certain  Heps  which  might  prevent  the 
king  from  being  too  much  difcouraged. 

I  or  which  reafon,  though  he  forbad  the  cardinal  of 
Gvn.li  to  come  to  Rome,  he  gave  leave  to  his  fecretary 
to  come  thither,  and  heard  him  very  -favourably  $  but 
one  mark  that  the  pope  was  not  f  b  oppofite  to  the 
king  as  he  would  appear  to  be,  was,  that  he  himfelf 
was  author  of  an  intrigue  which  was  carried  on,  tot 
fome  time,  in  his  very  anti-chamber. 

The  cardinal  Alibbrandin  nephew  to  the  pope,  had 
a  fervant  named  Jacques  Sannefio^  a  man  of  a  good 
capacity,  but  who  made  no  figure  in  the  court,"  and 
one  who  could  hardly  be  fuppofed  to  be  imployed  in 
a  negotiation  of  importance.  The  pope  was  fully 
aflured  of  his  difcretion  and  fidelity,  and  knew  him  to 
have  a  ftrict  friend  (hip  with  a  Fr  endow  an  named 
jlrnaud  d'Oflat,  whom  the  queen  dowager  of  France 
employed  to  demand  of  the  pope  fometimes  bulls  for 
the  erection  of  fbme  monaftery,  and,  now  and  then, 
indulgences  and  other  things  of  the  like  nature.  It  was 
he,  whole  merit,  fupplying  the  defects  of  his  birth, 
raifed  him  in  time  to  the  dignity  of  a  cardinal.  The 
pope  knew  him  at  that  time  to  be  a  man  of  good 
ienfe,  and  what  I  am  about  to  relate,  was  certainly  the 
firft  ftep  towards  his  elevation. 


d'O 

to  nave  any  more  correfpond 

had  formerly,  and  for  this  purpofe,  not  to  fee  him  any 

where  elfe  but  in  his  anti-chamber,  where  they  ufed  to 

meet,  and  by  this  means  the  pope  got  information  of 

abundance  of*  particulars. 

They  had  difcourfed  feveral  times  upon  this  fubiecl,- 
when  Id  Cliele  arrived  at  Rome  with  the  king's  letter  to 
the  pope.  It  required  a  great  deal  of  management  to  be 
able  to  get  it  into  the  pope's  hands.  Sertpbin  Olivieri,- 
auditor  "of  the  Rota,  who  was  a  favourite  of  the  pope, 
as  being  a  man  of  apleafant  and  facetious  temper,  could 
not  prevail  upon  him  to  receive  it.  He  only  told  him, 
with  reference  to  an  audience,  he  would  confider 
whether  he  fhould  allow  it:  But  he  Ciid  this  irj 

fuch 
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iuch  a  manner,  that  Olivieri  plainly  faw  it  would  be    ^.  2? 
granted.  If9;. 

In  fhort,  that  very  evening  the  pope  gives  orders  to 
tfOflat  by  SannefiOy  to  confer  with  the  gentleman  that 
lately  came  from  France,  and  give  him  good  hopes  of 
his  negotiation,  and  advife  him,  as  of  riimfelf,  not  to 
be  difcouraged  at  the  difficulties  hefhould  meet  with. 

The  next  day  in  the  evening,  the  matter  of 
the  pope's  chamber  went  to  Olivieri's  houfe,  took 
Id  Clietle  into  his  coach,  and  having  brought  him 
to  the  palace,  led  him  by  a  pair  of  back-ftairs  into  the 
pope's  cabinet. 

This  gentleman,  upon  his  entry,  threw  himfelf  at 
his  feet,  told  him  he  was  come  from  the  king  his  matter 
to  kifs  them,  and  prefenthis  holinefs  a  lette'r  which  had 
been  committed  to  his  care. 

At  tnefe  words  the  pope  interrupts  him,  and  tells 
him,  with  an  angry  air,  that  he  had  been  impos'd  upon  j 
that  an  audience  had  been  demanded  of  him  for  a  pri- 
vate gentleman,  and  not  for  the  agent  of  an  heretick  re- 
lapfed  and  excommunicated,  and  ordered  him  to  gO 
out  of  his  prefence  without  any  delay. 

La  Cliel/e,  who  was  prepared  for  this  comedy,  begs 
his  pardon,  defires  him  not  to  take  it  ill,  that  He  had 
executed  the  orders  of  the  king  his  mafter,  who  was 
defirous  to  pay  him  his  fubmiffioh  in  perfbn,  and  to 
/hew  all  poflible  marks  of  the  profound  refpecl:  he  hadf 
•for  his  perfbn  and  dignity  5  but  that  fince  nis  holinefs 
would  not  hear  him,  he  would  at  leaft  leave  the  letter 
intruded  to  him,  with  the  paper  of  his  inftru£Hons$ 
and  having  laid  both  upon  the  table,  he  retired. 

He  received  orders  the  next  day  to  go  to  the  houfe  of 
cardinal  Francis  Tolet,  whom  the  pope  efteemed  very 
much,  and  was  fo  throughly  perfuaded  of  his  integrity, 
that  he  let  him  farther  than  any  other  into  the  fecret  of 
the  king's  affair,  altho'  he  was  a  Spaniard.  La  Clielle 
had  three  conferences  with  the  cardinal,  upon  the  ftate 
of  the  kingdom  of  France,  and  the  king's  difpofitions 
towards  religion  ;  but  he  gave  him  no  other  anfwer, 
that  that  the  pope  could  not  give  audience  to  his  ma- 
:iefty,  nor  grant  nim  abfblution,  becaufe  he  was  a  rc- 
"lapfe. 

La  Clielle  not  knowing  what  would  be  the  end  of  all 

this  ihtricrue,  made  flow  preparations  for  his  return, 

VOL.  IV,  X  when 
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JZ.  2X  when  /To/far,  the  night  before  his  departure,  came  tcr 
*  him,  and  recommended  to  him  what  he  was  about  to 
fay,  as  the  greatett  fecret  in  the  world,  that  the  king 
fh'ould  continue  to  {hew  by  his  conduct,  the  fincerity 
of  his  converfion,  and  that  the  pope  was  refolved  not 
to  receive  the  cmbafly  of  the  duke  of  Never  s,  as  think- 
ing he  could  not  do  it  in  conscience,  before  he  had 
made  proofs  of  the  king's  conftancy  in  religion  ;  but 
nctwithftanding,  his  majefty  Ihould  not  grow  impa- 
tient upon  the  occafion,  for  that  in  due  time  and  place, 
he  fhould receive  all  poflible  fatisfaftion. 

This  affurance,  though  in  general  terms,  was  beyond 
the  hope  la  Clielle  h?.d  conceived  of  the  fucceft  of  his 
negotiation  5  he  fet  out  fome  few  hours  after,  and 
haitcried  to  carry  the  king  this  agreeable  news. 

Cayei  T.  2"  ^n  t^ie  mean  wn^e>  tne  duke  of  Nevers  fet  out  for 
*'Roiite  by  the  way  of  Switzerland,  and  when  he  arrived 
ttTefdiauo  in  &zV<dtdint^z^\&\Artbony¥oJJewn 
met  him,  arid  prefented  to  him  a  brief,  which  was 
no  other  than  a  credential  letter,  upon  what  this  father 
Bad  to  fay  to  him  from  the  pope.  The  duke  having 

•Quoted  by  read  the  *  brief,  demanded  of  him  what  were  his  orders. 

Cayet,  T.  a.  I  have  nothing  more,  faid  'Pofleuiu,  than  to  tell  you, 
that  the  pope  will  be  glad  to  fee  you  at  Rone,  as  LeiKh 
de  Gmizague  duke  of  Nevers  j  out  that  he  cannot  re- 
ceive you  as  the  embaflador  of  a  king  he  doth  not  own  5 
and,  laftly,  that  he  rejoiced  at  his  majefty's  converfion, 
and  wi/hed  it  was  fuch  as  it  ought  to  be. 

The  duke,  after  having  difcourfed  'PoJJ'evin  upon  the 
affairs  of  Trance,  and  laid  before  him  the  reafons 
which  ought  to  ingage  the  pope  to  receive  him  as  em- 
baflador, purfued  his  journey,  during  which  time,  the 
faid  'Pojjevin  was  twice  fent  back  to  him,  and  the  laft 
orders  he  carried  him,  was  to  enter  Rcme  without  any 
retinue,  and  not  tarry  there  above  ten  days.  The  duke, 
notvvithftanding  all  thefe  difgufts,  was  not  difcouraged, 
and  entred  Rome  on  the  one  and  twentieth  of  November 
very  late  in  the  evening,  to  fatisfy  the  pope,  but  at- 
tended with  fifty  gentlemen  notwithstanding,  befides 
his  domefticks. 

The  fame  evening  he  went  to  kifs  the  pope's  feet,  and 
tefought  him,  among  other  things,  not  to  limit  his  fiay 
at  Rome  to  ten  days.  The  pope  told  him,  he  would 
think  upon  it ,  but  declared  to  him  at  the  fame  time, 

that 
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that  he  could  not  give  the  king  abfolution  without  fin,  A.  2). 
even  in  tfa  forum  of  confidence.    He  promifed  him,  not-     iy9^. 
withftanding,  a  longer  audience,  which  he  gave  him  on  w'^V^ 
the  tfuefday  following. 

The  duke  laid  before  him  the  ftate  of  aflairs  in  France^ 
in  a  manner  which  let  his  holinefs  know  the  weaknefs 
of  the  league,  and  the  prevalence  of  the  royal  party, 
the  partiality  of  the  legate,  and  feveral  other  things, 
which  were  of  force  to  move  him.  He  had  feveral 
other  audiences,  but  to  no  purpofe,  and  having  learn'd 
that  the  pope,  in  a  confiftory,  had  plainly  declared  his 
refolution  not  to  ratify  the  abfolution  given  to  the  king 
by  the  archbifhop  ofBottrges,  he  prefented  him  with  a 
procuration  he  had  from  the  kin;*,  for  all  that  he  de- 
manded and  offered  in  his  name,  and  finding  him 
fiill  inflexible,  he  left  Rome  to  go  to  Venice. 

The  mifunderftanding  between  the  heads  of  the 
league,  of  which  there  had  been  feen  fb  many  iniiances, 
continued  ftill  j  inlbmuch  that  the  duke  of  Mayenne 
laid  the  duke  of  Nemours  under  an  arreft  at  Lyons. 
He  had  concerted  the  affair  very  fecretly  with  the  arch- 
bifhop,  who  under  pretext  of  the  truce,  which  rendered 
hi«  prefence  ufelefs  at  Paris,  was  returned  into  his 
diocefs.  He  took  his  meafures  fo  well,  that  at  the  time 
the  duke  of  Nemotirs  laboured  to  make  himfelf  abfo  lute 
mafter  of  Lyons,  by  the  troops  he  had  brought  into  the 
town,  he  found  himfelf  furrounded  by  the  citizens,  who 
formed  barricades  after  the  model  of  them  at  'Paris, 
and  fhut  him  up  inthecaftle  of  cPierre-E>2cife. 

Several  attempts  were  made  on  both  fides  in  Brit- 
tany, Berry,  Maine,  An]ou  and  Toitov.  The  count 
of  Srijfac  faved  Tcitiers  to  the  league.  This  impor- 
tant fervice  was  but  ill  returned  by  the  duke  of  Elb&iif, 
who  obliged  him  to  quit  the  place.  This  was  caufe  of 
new  uneafinefsto  the  duke  of  Mayenne,  whofaw  almoft 
all  the  princes  of  his  houfe  acl  contrary  to  his  inten- 
tion. 

2)avi4  Botickar,  vifcount  of  jlubeterre,  took  Corny 
in  'Perigord  at  difcretion,  from  the  league ;  the  pri- 
foners  and  the  booty  he  took  there,  were  the  leaft  con- 
fiderable  advantage  of  this  enterprize;  for  there  they 
difcovered  the  fecret  of  M.  de  Montpefat's,  journey,  who 
was  ion  to  the  dutchefs  of  Mayenne,  and  was  fent 
into  SPain  by  the  duke,  to  procure  the  election  of  hi-s 
X  i  cldeft 


^/FRANCE. 

<D.  eldeft  fon,  Henry  of  Lorraine,  to  the  crown,  by  the 
.  ftates  of  'Paris,  and  with  all  the  power  of  a  naval  force, 
which  the  Spaniard  were  preparing  tor  Slaye,  at  that 
time  befieged  by  the  marefcnal  de  Matignon. 

This  put  him  upon  meafures  to  prevent  it.  Veflels 
•were  brought  from  England  and  Holla72ii,  and  the 
marefchal  fitted  out  fome  at  Sour.leaux.  The  Spanijh 
fleet  however,  made  its  appearance,  and  was  twice 
beaten.  And,  notwithstanding  the  confiderable  lols 
the  Spaniards  fuftained  in  the  laft  engagement,  where 
four  of  their  gallies  were  run  aground,  a  few  days  after 
fome  of  their  veflels  entred  "the  Garonne,  in  a  very 
dark  night,  and  threw  provifions,  ammunition,  and 
frefh.  troops  into  Slaye,  which  obliged  the  marefchal  to 
raife  the  fiege.  He  was  fome  days  after  called  to  court 
by  the  king  ;  but  before  he  went,  he  gave  notice  to  the 
parliament  of  the  good  news  of  the  king's  converfion. 
They  were  over-joyed  that  they  had  followed  this  lord's 
prudent  advice,  and  had  delayed,  for  fome  time,  to 
engage  in  the  caufe  of  the  league,  in  hopes  that  the 
king"  would  become  a  catholick,  which  now  they  faw 
happily  effected. 

On  the  fide  of  the  j4lps  the  duke  of  'Savoy,  in  con- 
junction with  the  Spaniards,  raifed  an  army  of  ten 
thoufend  foot  and  fifteen  hundred  hoHe,  and  took 
Exiles  after  four  aflaults  which  were  fuftained  by  Blfl.- 
cons,  who  killed  him  abundance  of  his  men.  Lefdi- 
gtiieres  had  very  foon  his  revenge  for  fb  fmall  a  loft,  for 
having  fuSered  Roderic  de  Toledo  to  engage  in  the 
mountains,  he  furrounded  him  by  means  of  the  perfect 
knowledge  he  had  of  all  the  windings  and  narrow 
^aflfes,  and  killed  fifteen  hundred  of  his  men,  and  the 
general  himfelf  amongft  the  reft  ;  and  yet  this  victory, 
which  was  fo  bloody  on  the  enemies  fide,  did  not 
coft  him  above  three  or  four  foldiers,  and  very  few 
wounded. 

The  duke  of  Savoy  Judging  it  convenient  to  fufpend 
at  Icaft  the  progrefs  of  a  war,  which  coft  him  fo  dear, 
gave  notice  to  Lefdigtiieres,  that  he  was  willing  to 
enter  into  the  treaty  of  truce,  which  the  king  had 
granted'  to  the  league,  and  which  he  had  leave  to  do 
cr.e  of  the  amcles  of  this  treaty.  Lefiiytieres 
made  ro  great  fcruple  to  comply  with  his  inclination, 
as  being  glad  to  repofe  his  troops,  and  by  this  means 

have 
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have  an  opportunity  of  re-vi&ualling  Sriqucras  and    A.  2). 
Cabotm.  15-9;. 

The  divifion  this  gentleman  had  made  in  'Piedmont^ 
had  hindred  the  duke  of  Savoy  from  atterru  ting  any 
thing  in  'Provevce  -y  but  the  country  was  not  ever  the 
more  at  peace  upon  this  account.  The  duke  of  Efper- 
non  was  almoit  univerfally  hated  by  the  'ProventiaJs, 
for  his  pride  and  haughtinefs  and  it-verity  of  temper. 
The  king  hated  him  no  Ids  than  they,  and  fent  him  to. 
command  in  'Provence  againft  his  inclination.  He  even 
diftrufled  him  to  a  great  degree,  and  had  confiantly 
delayed,  notwithstanding  his  repeated  inttances,  to  fend 
him  his  letters  patents  for  the  government  of  the  pro- 
vince. The  Qrweiftiah  increafed  his  dHlruft,  by  a 
thoufand  letters  they  wrote  to  court  5  and  as  they  were . 
principally  incenfed  againfl  him,  for  having  bu;lt  a 
citadel  at  S.  Irofez,  and  another  at  Brignola,  and  a 
great  fort  within  cannon-fliot  of  the  town  of  Alxy  they, 
let  the  jimg  know,  that  he  had  no  ether  view  in  for- 
tifying himfelf  thus  in  the  country,  than  to  make  him- 
felf  abfolute  matter  of  the  province,  and  keep  the 
government  of  it  in  his  own  hands,  in  oppofition  to  the 
court. 

The  king  eafily  gave  into  thefe  infinuations,  and 
would  have  been  glad  to  have  found  out  fome  pretext 
for  recalling  him  5  but  the  affair  was  very  delicate,  be- 
caufe  it  was  apprehended  upon  this  occafion,  he  would  go 
over  intirely  to  the  league,  and  cdl  in  the  duke  ofjfovoy 
and  the  Spaniards,  to  "his  fupport.  The  king  acted  a 
very  extraordinary  part  in  this  conjuncture,  and  com- 
mitted the  execution  of  his  defign  to  Lefdiguieres,  and 
this  was  to  jftir  up  all  the  gentlemen,  and  especially  the 
governors  of  the  royal  towns,  to  a  revolt  againft  the 
duke  of  Efpernun,  which  would  furnifh  his  majefty 
with  very  good  reafbns  for  removing  the  duke  out  of 
the  province,  in  order  to  reftore  peace  and  tranquillity 
in  it. 

The  matter  was  carried  on  with  fb  much  conduct 

,  and  difcretion,  that  it  fucceedcd,  and  the  governors  of 

the  towns  having  difmift  the  Gafcotl  captains,   under 

divers  pretences,  who  were  alone  attach'd  to  the  duke, 

they  raifed  a  general  revolt,  at  a  time  when  the  duke 

of  EJjpernw  was  gone  to  ^efe/uis  to  vifit  the  conftabie 

X  3 
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Monttncrenci ;  and  the  univerfal  cry  was,  iortg  live  the 
]rivg  and  liberty. 

All  had  been  paft  recovery  for  the  duke  of  Efpernon, 
if  they  had  taken  but  one  precaution,  and  raifed  a 
fmall  body  of  troops  to  hinder  his  return,  which  was  very 
eafy  for  them  to  have  done.  In  his  return  into  'Provence, 
he  muft  have  pafled  the  Rhine  and  the  Z)uretvcey  and 
a  large  tracl  of  ground  withal,  before  he  could  join 
the  body  of  his  troops,  which  were  difperfed  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Aix ;  but  for  want  of  this  caution, 
he  pafled  the  two  rivers  without  any  oppofition,  with 
four  hundred  horfe  which  he  got  together  with  all  hafte 
in  LavguedcC)  and  arrived  at  his  fort  before  Aix.  This 
was  a  grievous  furprize  and  concern  to  the  inhabitants  $ 
for  they  had  already  made  great  rejoicings,  upon  a  fup- 
ppfition  that  they  were  intirely  delivered  from  him. 
The  count  of  Carces  and  the  town  of  Aix,  who  were 
prepared  to  acknowledge  the  king,  if  the  province 
could  intirely  /hake  off  the  yoke  of  the  duke  of  Ef- 
^f>erncK,  fufpended  their  resolution  for  fome  time  $  but, 
neverthelefs,  afted  always  in  concert  with  thofe  of  the 
royal  party,  who  had  declared  againft  the  Gafccns.  I 
:fhall  mention  what  followed  upon  thefe  motions  under 
the  next  year,  which  were  very  advantagious  to  the  king. 

Kotwithftanding  the  reafon  his  majefty  had  to 
diftruft  the  duke  of  Mayennc's  fincerity,  from  his  in- 
tercepted letters  and  memoirs  j  he  granted  a  prolonga- 
tion of  the  truce  for  the  months  of  November  and  Zte- 
cewber,  at  the  felicitation  of  M.  deVillercy. 

Hitherto  the  king's  converfion  had  wrought  no  con- 
fiderable  ef&ft,  except  the  preventing  the  infanta  from 
being  elected  by  the  convention  of  *fWft,  which  had 
been  lately  diflblved  by  the  duke  of  Mayenne  5  but 
towards  the  latter  end  of  this  year  1593,  the  town  of 
Meaux  gave  an  example  which  was  fpeedily  followed 
by  feveral  others. 

M.  de  Vitri  governor  of  Meaux,  drew  all  his  gar- 
rifon  out  of  the  town,  and  there  having  aflembled  the 
towns-men  and  principal  officers,  he  told  them,  that . 
the  king  being  now  become  a  catholick,  he  had  re- 
moved the  obftacle  which  hindred  his  fubje&s  from 
owning  him  as  their  lawful  fovereign  5  that  for  his 
part,  he  was  refblved  to  acquit  himfelf  of  this  eflential 
duty  5  that  it  was  in  his  power,  indeed,  to  de- 
liver 
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fiver  up  their  town   to  him  5    but  that  having   been    A.  2). 
made  governor  of  it  by  the  league,    in   honour,    he     15-95. 
was  obliged  to  do  otherwife,  for  which  retffbn  he  gave  <W"V~>- 
back  the  keys  of  their  town  into  their  own  hands,  and 
left   them  at   liberty  to  follow    their    own    inclina- 
tions. 

This  declaration  was  a  great  iurprize  to  the  magi- 
ftrates,  who,  after  having  deliberated  upon  it,  refolved 
to  imitate  the  example  of  their  governor  and  garrifbn  $ 
and  upon  the  breaking  up  of  the  aflembly,  they  all 
•cried  aloud,  Long  live  ike  king. 

Upon  this  hapny  news,  the  king  fet  forward  to- ^ D 
wards  Aleaitx,  and  arrived  there  in  the  beginning  of 
January.  He  was  received  with  great  teftimonies  of 
joy,  which  he  returned,  by  granting  the  town  confider- 
able  privileges^  and  affured  them  that  he  would  not 
allow  the  exercife  of  any  other  religion,  than  the  ca- 
thoiick.  He  then  reftored  the  government  of  it  to 
M.  de  Vitri,  and  gave  the  reverfion  of  it  to  his 
fon. 

The  king  returned  to  S.  %)enis,  that  he  might  be 
within  reach  of  making  his  advantage  of  the  motions 
which  the  reduction  of  Meanx  might  caufe  in  *Parist 
as  alfo  of  certain  manifeftoes  and  declarations  which  he 
hadient  abroad  upon  this  conjuncture  ;  one  of  which 
declarations  concluded  with  an  exhortation  to  all  the 
favourers  of  the  league,  to  return  to  their  obedience 
within  a  month.  The  king  promifed  them  a  general 
pardon  for  all  that  was  pa&,  and  to  continue  them  in 
all  their  offices,  dignities  and  employments,  and  at  the 
fame  time  he  gave  commands  to  his  parliaments  and  all 
other  judges,  toprofecute  all  fuch  as  ftiould  remain 
obftinate,  after  the  expiration  of  this  term,  as  guilty  of 
high-treafon. 

'This  declaration  made  a  great  noife  in  Paris,  where 
the  authority  of  the  duke  of  Mayenne  was  mightily 
diminifhed,  apd  the  faction  of  the  fixteen,  who  were 
fupported  by  a  confiderable  Spanijh  garrifan,  had  gain'd 
the  fuperiority,  infomuch,  that  they  firft  obliged  fe- 
veral  of  thofe  whom  they  named  politicks,  and  were 
fufpefted  to  favour  the  king's  party,  to  leave  the  town  : 
And  what  difpleafed  the  duke  of  Mayeine  more  than 
all  the  reft,  he  was  forced,  againft  his  inclination,  to  re- 
move the  count  (ft  flelm  from  the  government  of  Taris* 
X  4  and 
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2).   and  put  it  into  the  hands  of  the  count  de  BriJ/ac,  whom 
15-94.     they  thought  irreconcileable  with  the  king,  becaufe  he 
had  been  always  a  zealous  leaguer,  and  had  acted  with 
more  vigour  againft  his  late  majefty  than  any  other,  at 
the  barricade. 

A  few  days  after,  the  king  went  to  the  fiege  of  la, 
]Ferte  MHoiiy  a  principal  town  in  the  ifle  of  France  $ 
which  he  caufed  to  be  invefted  by  the  marefchal  de 
Birov.  He  took  the  town,  and  from  thence  he  went 
to  Alante,  to  give  orders  for  the  ceremony  of  his  con- 
fecration,  which  was  performed  at  Qiartres  on  the 
twenty-feventh  of  February. 

His  majefty 's  retreat  from  Paris  was  not  without 
defign.  He  was  defirous  to  leflen  the  difquiet  of  the 
duke  of  Mayenne,  the  Spaniards,  and  the  fixteen,  and 
give  time  to  the  politicks  to  form  their  party,  and  to 
deliver  Paris  into  his  hands,  according  as  they  had 
promjfed. 

The  reduction  of  Lyons  to  the  king's  obedience,  was 
a  very  different  example  from  that  of  MeMix,  for  the 
capital  of  the  kingdom.  It  fell  out  in  the  beginning  of 
February.  The  king  was  indebted  for  it  to  the  fide- 
lity, prudence  and  vigour  of  three  inhabitants  of  the 
town,  the  fieurs  Jacques,  de  Jjergties  and  de  Seve,  who, 
affifted  by  the  troops  of  Alpkonfo  Ornano,  which  came 
exactly  at  the  time  appointed,  furprized  the  leaguers, 
when  they  leatt  expected  it,  and  made  themfelves 
matters  of  the  town,  and  having  drove  out  the  principals 
of  the  league,  intirely  fubjected  it  to  the  king. 

The  fubmiffion  of  Lyons  to  his  majefty's  obedience, 
was  followed  a  few  days  after  by  that  of  Orleans  and 
Bourges,  by  means  of  M.  de  la  Chatre  governor  of  the 
Orleannoh  and  Serry.  The  conditions  of  the  treaty 
were  almoft  the  lame  with  thofe  that  had  been  granted 
to  Meaux  andZwctt  upon  their  furrender,  with  reference 
to  the  fecurity  of  the  catholick  religion.  There  was  one 
particular  for  la  Chatre,  namely,  that  his  government 
ihould  be  continued  to  him,  and  that  the  king  fhould 
confirm  him  in  his  dignity  of  marefchal  of  France, 
which  the  league  had  conferred  upon  him  ;  and  thus 
began  to  be  verified  the  prediction  which  M.de  Ckan- 
valon  made  to  the  duke  of  Mnyenne,  when  he  under- 
k to  create  marefchals  of  France,  That  he  macje 
,  which  would  become  legitimate  at  his  ex- 
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pence.    La  Chare  refum'd  immediately  the  collar  of  j] 
the  order  of  the  holy  ghoft,  which  he  had   not  wore 
ever  fince  the  year  1589. 

After  this  fortunate  luccefs,  the  king  went  to  Cbar- 
tres  to  be  confecrated*  The  coniecration  was  per- 
formed with  great  fblemnity,  and  all  the  ufual  cere- 
monies, on  the  twenty-feventh  of  February.  He  was 
confecrated  by  Nicholas  'de  Thou  bifhop  of  Cbartres, 
and  inftead  of  the  holy  viol  of  Rheims,  they  made 
ufe  of  S.  Martin's,  which  is  kept  in  the  convent  of 
Marmoutier  at  Tours. 

The  king's  confecration,  which  was  defective  in 
nothing  that  renders  the  perfbn  of  our  princes  reve- 
renced by  their  people  ;  and  the  accounts  which  were 


dilperfed  of  it  all  over  the  kingdom,  made  a  great 
jmpreflion  upon  the  minds  of  the  fubjecls.  A  great 
number  of  gentlemen  deferted  the  troops  of  the  league 
to  ferve  under  his  majefly.  His  party  increafed  in 
almoft  all  the  great  towns,  and  efpecially  at  'Paris* 
where  the  politicks,  obferving  their  party  to  be  in  a 
manner  formed,  began  to  enter  upon  the  moft  expedi- 
tious ineafures  for  delivering  the  town  into  the  kings 
hands. 

The  duke  otfifayenne  fuftefled  fome  private  defign, 
upon  obferving  that  the  politicks  met  frequently  to- 
gether in  private  5  but  he  knew  not  how  to  remedy 
the  affair.  The  fhorteft  way  would  have  been  to 
drive  from  <Paris  all  thofe  he  miftrufted  ;  but  then  he 
muft  have  difobliged  the  moft  confiderable  families, 
and,  befides,  have  augmented  the  power  of  the  fix- 
teen,  who  bore  a  mortal  hatred  to  him,  and  had  long 
thought  of  depriving  him  of  all  his  authority.  In  this 
unhappy  conjuncture,  he  faw  no  fecurity  in  tarrying  at 
'Paris*  and  he  took  a  refolution  in  the  beginning  of 
March*  to  go  to  SoiJJbiis  with  the  dutchefs  his  wife, 
and  his  eldeft  fpn,  under  pretence  of  meeting  the 
Sfanijb  army,  which  was  advanced  as  far  as  the  fron- 
tiers officardy,  and  was  his  laft  refuge. 

Before  he  left  the  town,  he  engaged  the  count  of 
Eriffac  to  promife  him  exprefly,  that  he  would  be 
very  vigilant  in  preferring  'Paris,  and  have  a  ftri£r 
eye  over  all  the  motions  of  the  politicks,  to  prevent 
the  execution  of  their  defigns. 
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JL  CD.  SriJ/ac  was  evidently  at  firft  refolved  to  keep  his 
I594-*  wor<*  w^  *ke  ^u^e  °^  Mayenue  $  but  having  after 
confidered  well  the  difpofition  of  the  feveral  parties  in 
2>aris,  and  learn'd  the  inclination  of  the  tnoft  prin- 
cipal families  to  the  king  ;  he  plainly  faw  the  diffi- 
culty there  would  be  in  cutting  off  all  intelligence,  and 
that,  iboner  or  later,  let  him  ufe  what  vigilance  he 
would,  he  rnuft  fall  under  it.  He  reprefented  to  him- 
felf  the  examples  of  the  marefchal  de  Cham,  and  of 
Vittars  governor  of  Roav,  who  was  actually  treating 
with  the  king,  and  the  advantages  he  fhould  gain  by 
the  imitation  j  and,  laftly,  the  juilice  of  fubmitting 
to  his  lawful  fbvcreign,  now  the  obftacle  of  religion 
was  removed,  prefented  itfelf  to  his  view  in  a  different 
manner  than  before. 

The  fecret  follicitations  and  promifes  made  to  him 
by  the  king,  brought  him  to  a  final  refolution.  He 
opened  himfelf  to  the  fieur  Lullier,  prevot  des  mer- 
cbandSy  to  the  fherifFs  Lavglon  and  tferet,  to  the  pre- 
iident  k  Maitre,  the  attorney  general  Mole,  and  cer- 
tain colonels  and  captains  amongft  the  citizens,  whom 
he  knew  to  be  well  inclined  towards  the  king,  who 
when  they  faw  themfelves  fccure  of  the  governor, 
found  no  other  difficulty  than  to  think  of  a  proper 
method  to  put  their  defign  in  execution. 

The  twemy-fecond  of  March  was  the  day  agreed  on 
to  bring  the  king  into  'Paris.  His  majefty,  but  a  little 
before,  to  prevent  all  fufpicion.  had  retired  to  a 
diftance,  and  gone  from  S.  %)enis  to  Senlis.  On  the 
twenty-firfl  he  afTernbled  the  greateft  part  of  his  troops 
in  the  valley  of  Montr/2  or  en  ci^  and  fpread  a  report, 
that  he  was  going  to  meet  the  Spaniards^  who  were 
already  advanced  as  far  as  the  Beauvoifis.  The  even- 
ing of  the  fame  day,  the  prefident  of  juftice,  and  the 
fheriff  Langlois  gave  orders  to  the  captains  whom  they 
had  let  into  the  fecrer,  to  fend  letters  to  the  royalifts, 
of  their  quarters,  whom  they  had  not  thought  proper 
to  truft  with  their  defign,  with  notice  that  peace  was 
made  5  that  the  king's  deputies  would  enter  into  'Paris 
the  next  day,  and  therefore  they  /hould  arm  them- 
felves in  their  defence,  when  this  news  Ihould  be  told  , 
to  the  people,  that  they  might  refill  the  Spaniards 
and  other  foreigners,  if  they  fhould  attempt  to  offer 
them  any  violence. 

The 
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The  lame  evening  the  count  de  SriJ/ac  fent  out  of 
fparis  the  regiment  of  captain  Jacques  Ferrarois^  and 
ibme  other  troops,  in  order  to  carry  off,  as  he  laid,  a 
iupply  of  money,  which  was  to  be  conveyed  to  the  king 
of  Navarre  through  falifeau. 

Seme  days  before,  a  great  many  fbldicrs  of  the 
royal  parry  were  admitted  into  the  town,  Ibme  of  them 
in  difguile,  and  the  reft  as  deferters,  whom  the  pre- 
iident  of  juftice  and  the  fheriffs  had  placed  in  fcvcral 
quarters,  to  be  imployed  as  there  /hould  be  occa- 
fion. 

The  /heriffs  Neret  and  Langkis,  placed  numerous 
bodies  of  royalHt  troops  at  the  port  Neu-vc,  S.  1)eiiist 
S.  Hcnore,  and  S.  Martin^  and  captain  Jdm  Greffer 
was  ported  at  the  great  baftion  of  the  C&iefttnes,  with 
feveral  citizens  and  a  good  number  of  boat-men  to 
facilitate  the  entry  of  the  garrifons  of  Melitn  and 
Ctrbeily  who  drew  near,  under  the  command  of  the 
lieur  de  la  Notie,  commander  of  the  fOT  of  Gournay 
upon  the  Mcrne.  The  fieur  de  la  Chevalerie,  lieute- 
nant provincial  of  the  artillery,  who  was  pofted  at  the 
arfenal,  was  to  receive  them,  and,  in  concert  with 
la  Noue,  to  conduct  them  where  it  fhould  be 
neceffary. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  king's  troops  advanced.  The 
JVieriff  Lfi.vgkrt  went  out  to  meet  them,  and  M.  de  Vitri 
was  the  firft  whom  he  met,  into  whofe  hands  he  de- 
livered up  the  port  S.  ZDenis.  The  king,  who  was 
already  at  the  Tmlleries^  ordered  M.  d'O  to  march  to 
the  port  Nettve,  and  having  made  himfelf  mafter  ot 
it,  he  turned  to  the  left  by  the  rampart,  towards  the 
port  S.  Hcnore ',  and  feized  upon  it.  He  caufed  ibme 
pieces  of  cannon  to  fee  brought,  which  were  upon  the* 
wall,  ami  placed  them  Ib  as  to  command  the  whole 
length  of  the  ftreet  S.  Honore.  Other  troops  marched 
towards  S.Germains  from  the  Auxerrms.  Lewis  of 
JMcntmorenci-JBcttteville,  who  conducted  them,  fell 
upon  a  corps  da  guard  of  fixty  lanfquenets,  who  having 
put  themfelves  in  a  pofture  of  defence,  and  refufing  to 
cry  out,  Lwg  live  tie  king,  were  in  part  (lain,  and 
partly  thrown  into  the  river.  They  then  feized  upon 
trie  <7Wtf/5,  the  bridges,  and  the  Cbatclets,  without  any 
rcfiflance. 

Upon 
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A.  2).  Upon  advice  that  all  thofe  pofts  were  fecured,  the 
1^94.  king  entred  by  port  Neuve  with  the  reft  of  his  troops. 
The  count  of  Brijftc  went  to  meet  him,  and  prefented 
him  with  a  very  rine  embroidered  fcarf.  His  majefty 
took  him  in  his  arms,  gave  him  his  own  fcarf  in  return, 
and  created  him  marefchal  of  France  upon  the  fpot. 
Soon  after  arrived  the  prefident  of  juftice,  and  the 
/herifFs,  at  the  head  of  a  large  body  of  citizens  under 
arms,  and  prefented  his  majefty  with  the  keys  of  the 
town,  who  received  them  in  the  manner  which  the 
great  fervice  they  had  done  him  did  deferve. 

The  accounts  we  have  of  the  king's  entry  into 
tParis,  are  different  in  circumftances,  but  all  agree, 
that  it  was  performed  without  any  other  blood-mcd, 
than  the  cutting  oft  the  body  of  lanfquenets  I  have 
already  mentioned,  and  two  or  three  of  the  towns-men, 
whom  they  found  very  ftupidly  running  into  the 
ftreet,  to  itiruip  the  people  to  take  arms  againft  the 
king. 

The  duke  of  Feria  had  pafled  the  night  under 
great  uneafinefs,  upon  advice  of  certain  motions  that 
were  made  in  the  town,  and  when  he  was  informed 
that  the  king's  troops  were  entred,  he  got  together  his 
forces  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  temple,  upon  a  re- 
fblution  to  defend  himfelf  in  cafe  of  an  attack.  The 
king  fent  to  him  the  count  de  'Brjffac^  to  let  him 
know,  that  he  had  no  caufe  to  apprehend  any  danger, 
for  that  no  inftance  of  difregard  /hould  be  fhewn, 
provided  he  did  not  make  himfelf  unworthy  of  the 
king's  goodnefs.  The  terms  of  the  capitulation  were 
immediately  drawn  up,  and  the  king  gave  him  and 
his  foldiers  leave  to  go  out  of  'Paris  the  fame  day, 
with  their  drums  beating,  their  enfigns  difplay'd,  and 
all  their  baggage,  only  their  matches  were  put  out. 

As  foon  as  the  king  knew,  that  his  officers  had  fe- 
cured  all  quarters  of  the  town,  he  went  to  Notre  'Dame 
to  hear  mafs,  and  ordered  Te  'Deum  to  be  fung. .  In 
the  mean  time  the  /hops  were  all  opened,  and  each 
man  wore  a  white  fcarf,  whilft  every  part  of  the 
town,  refbunded  with  ecchoes  and  acclamations  of 
Long  live  the  king. 

His  majefty,  after  having  dined  at  the  Louvre  >  went 
to  the  port  S.  1)enis,  to  fee  the  Spanijb  troops  go  out 
to  the  number  of  three  thoufand  men.  The  duke  of 
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Fe)'iat    tDiego  £  Ybarra,    and  John  Saftifla  Taxis^  jj.  %). 
made  him  a  very  low  bow.    The  king  returned  the    1^04. 
compliment  in  a  very  handfbme  manner,  and  fmiling,  ***\~>*J 
faid  to  them,  Commend  we.  Gentlemen*  TO  your  majlert 
fait  do  not  return  again. 

M.  St.  LitCy  and  the  baron  de  Salignac*  led  them 
as  far  as  'Bourget,  and  gave  them  a  convoy  as  far  as 
Gvife.  The  cardinal  legate,  whom  the  king  invited 
to  court,  defired  to  be  excufed,  and  was  conveyed 
to  Mont  argil  by  M.  .4u  'Perron  bifhop  of  Efureux. 

The  Baflilley  and  the  callle  of  rtnciennes,  were  fur- 
rendred  to  the  king  a  few  days  after.  The  king 
created  an  office  of  president  a  Mortier,  for  the  preii-  N 
dent  le  Maitre,  who  till  that  time  had  no  other  war- 
rant for  that  employment,  than  the  letters  patents  of 
the  duke  of  Mayenne ;  he  made  the  fieur  Lullier* 
who  was  prefident  of  juttice,  prefident  a  la  cbambre 
des  Comptes,  and  the  fheriff  Langfais  was  made  matter 
of  the  requefts.  Thefe  employments  were  conferr'd 
upon  them  in  return  for  the  fervices  they  had  done 
his  majefty  in  the  reduction  of  'Paris. 

The  king  fpent  fome  days  in  the  regulation  of  the 
^Police,  and  in  making  declarations  for  the  publick 
tranquillity  and  profit  of  the  realm.  ^Paris,  in  a  very 
Jhort  time,  recovered  its  antient  form  and  fplendor, 
and,  in  the  mean  while,  the  negotiation  went  on  for 
the  reduction  of  Rouen. 

The  baron  de  Rofai  was  charged  with  this  impor-  Memoirw  de 
tant  negotiation,  and  at  laft  brought  it  to  a  conclufion,  Sl%»  T-  '• 
after  having  endured,  at  feveral  times,  with  a  great 
deal  of  patience,  the  paffionate  tranfports  of  M.  de  • 
Villc.n  governor  of  the  town,  which  he  had  fo  glori- 
oufly  defended  in  favour  of  the  league.  They  granted 
him  all  he  demanded,  and  amongft  other  things,  the 
office  of  admiral  of  France,  which  had  been  conferred 
upon  him  by  the  duke  of  Mayenne*  and  which  M.  de 
Biro;;,  whom  the  king  had  raifed  to  that  dignity, 
gave  up  to  him,  and  his  majefty  in  return  created 
M.  de  Siron  marefchal  of  France.  Pillars,  in  this 
treaty,  was  not  forgetful  of  the  intereft  of  the  catho- 
lick  religion,  after  "the  example  of  all  the  other  gover- 
nors, who  had  fubmitted  to  the  king.  He  was  con- 
tinued in  his  government,  and  obtained  feveral  other 
confiderable  advantages. 
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^  2)  Paris,  Z)'0«f,  and  Orleans,  the  moft  confiderable 
1  5-94.'  towns  ot  the  *eague  and  kingdom,  having  fubmitted, 
X*>^>w  fcveral  other  towns  in  divers  provinces  preffed  to  fol- 
lo-.v  their  example,  'froye  in  Champagne,  Sens,  s!geut 
Villeneuve,  Marmande,  Riom  in  Auvergne,  Abbeville, 
and  Mwtreuil  in  ficardy,  and  <Poitiers  were  not 
long  atter  them.  The  league  had  nothing  more  re- 
maining in  tpcitou  than  the  caftle  of  Mirebeau.  Ami' 
eus,  and  Seattvais,  were  difpofed,  in  like  manner, 
to  liirrender,  but  were  prevented  by  the  prefence  of 
the  dukes  of  Mayenne,  and  Aumale. 

'Tis  amating  that  the  duke  of  Mayemie,  when  he 
Aw  what  turn  affairs  were  taking,  Ihould  not  imme- 
diately refblve  to  treat  with  the  king.  He  had  no 
other  refuge  than  the  Sfiinifa  army,  whole  flave  he 
muft  become,  and  Ibme  towns  of  Ticar.iy,  G:am~ 
fagne,  and  £urgtin<iy,  where  he  had  garrilbns  5  and 
he  law  caufc  afterwards  to  repent  of  his  conduft. 

In  the  mean  while  JSrneft,  archduke  of  Auftria, 
the  emperor's  brother,  arrived  in  the  Low-Countries, 
to  take  upon  him  the  government  of  thofe  provinces, 
and  in  full  expectation  of  gaining  the  crown  of  France, 
by  marrying  the  infanta  ef  Spew.  He  plainly  law, 
by  the  turn  that  affairs  were  taking,  all  thcfe  hope* 
•were  wholly  vanished  5  for  which  reafon,  giving  over 
his  chimerical  defign,  he  ftudied  only  how  he  might 
fecure  the  town  of  La  Fere,  which  had  been  given 
up  to  the  Spaniard*,  when  the  prince  of  <Parr,>a  went 
to  the  fuccour  of  Rotten,  and  to  add  to  his  govern- 
ment certain  towns  upon  the  frontiers  of  France,  which 
bordered  on  the  Loiv-Countries. 

He  ordered  count  Charles  of  Man^el.i,  to  b-ing 
back  the  army  he  had  led  into  France,  and  lav  fiege 
to  La  Chapelh,  a  town  of  ^iairdy.  The  duke  of 
JWayenne  was  obliged  to  reft  fatisfied  with  this  diver- 
fion,  inftead  of  any  other  afllftance,  whilft,  with  the 
few  troops  he  had,  he  endeavoured  to  retain  Awiens, 
Lacn,  and  fome  other  places  of  the  province  in  the 
parry  of  the  league.  LaChapelle  was  taken,  and  the 
imrefchal  de  Siiron,  not  hiving  been  able  to  come  up 
foon  enojoh  to  trs  fuccour,  nor  afrerwarvl*  M  engage 
the  count  of  Mansfield  to  a  battle,  which  he  offered  to 
him,  received  orders  from  the  king  to  fit  down  before 
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,  whither  his  majefty  himfelf  came  afterwards 
in   perfon. 

The  town  was  obliged  to  furrcndcr  by  capitula- 
tion,  in  the  month  of  July,  notwithftandms  the 
ftrength  of  its  fituation.  The  king  loft  tnere  M.  de 
Givry\  one  of  his  beft  officers,  and  the  marquis 
de  Qzuvres,  who  died  fome  time  after  of  the  wounds 
he  had  received  in  the  fiege. 

About  this  time  the  baron  de  'PechCi  governor  of 
Cbateau-'Tr.ierrij  came  over  to  the  royal  parry.  The 
people  of  Amiens  took  jup  arms  againft  the  duke 
dl  Aumalt)  forced  him  out  of  the  town,  and  then  de- 
livered up  their  city  into  the  king's  hands.  Scauvais, 
^Percnue^  and  <Dffurkns1  followed  the  example  of  their 
chief  town. 

%(dagni,  who  had  for  feveral  years  kept  pofleffion 
of  Cariibray,  and  was  devoted  to  the  league,  had,  for 
fbme  time  paft,  entered  into  a  treaty  with  the  king. 
He  prevailed  upon  his  majefty,  after  the  taking  of 
Lfion,  to  honour  that  town  with  his  prefence,  in  order 
to  confirm  the  treaty.    Amongft  a  great  many  condi- 
tions, which  were   very  advantageous  to   this  lord, 
and  fbme  of  them  very  di/honourable  to  the  king;  the 
two  principal   were,   that  Balagni  Ihould  be  made 
mareichal  of  France^  and  confirmed  in  the  hereditary 
pofTefllon  of  Cambray^   under  the   protection  of  the 
crown  of  France  :  And  thus  by  an  extravagant  turn  of.    ^  ^ 
fortune,  and  the  diforders  of  the   civil  wars,    a  *  bi-  Montluc,  bi- 
/hop's  baftard,  whofc  birth  alone  fhould  have  reduced  (k°p  °£  Y»: 
him  to  the  loweft  of  the  people,  became  not  only  ma-Ience* 
refchal  of  France,  but  withal  a  foveraign  prince. 

After  this  the  king  laid  fiege  t«  Noycny  which  was 
defended,  for  fome  time,  by  the  fieur  de  Clufeauxt 
who  was  governor  of  it,  but  by  advice  of  his  friends 
at  court,  he  treated  with  the  king  for  the  furrender 
of  the  place,  and  his  own  return  to  his  majefty's 
obedience. 

The  advantage  of  fecuring  this  frontier  againft  the 
Spaniards^  rendered  the  king's  conqueft  on  that  fide 
very  confiderablr.  The  truce  which  he  made  with 
the  duke  of  Lorraine  was  not  the  leaft  ferviceable  to 
him  ;  but  his  coming  ro  an  accommodation  with  the 
duke  of  Gw'fa  which  fell  out  about  the  fiime  time,  was 

a  finifh- 
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Jl.  1).  a  fini  filing  ftroke,  and  reduced  the  league  to  the  laft 
15-94.    extremity. 

^•V"N~/  The  baron  de  Rofni  was  imployed  in  bringing  this 
important  negotiation  to  a  conclufion,  which  others 
had  before  attempted,  but  without  any  fuccefs  :  and 
one  of  the  principal  conditions  was  this,  that  the 
duke  of  Guije  fhould  have  the  government  of  frovcnce 
inftead  oH  Champagne,  which  he  was  poflefled  of. 

As  foon  as  the  treaty  was  ratified,  Rkeims,  S.  3)ifiery 
Rocroy,  Guife,  Joinville,  and  fome  other  places  the 
duke  was  mafter  of,  fubmitted  to  the  king. 

The  neighbourhood  of  the  king,  and  his  army,  had 
contributed  very  much  to  the  reducing  the  towns  of 
ficardy,  and  Champagne,  to  their  duty  ;  but  he  could 
not  be  prefent  in  all  places,  and  the  league,  though 
almoft  wholly  defeated  every  where  elfe,  was  ftill  fup- 
ported  in  Brittany,  by  means  of  the  Spaniards  whom 
the  duke  of  Mercosur  had  introduced  there, 

The  marefchal  d*  Aumont,  who  was  at  the  head  of 
the  king's  Droops  in  this  province,  made  however  a  con- 
fiderable  progrefs.  S.  Malo,  Concarneau,  Rbedon,  and 
Morlaix,  lubmitted,  the  firft  of  themfelves,  and  the  laft 
after  a  fiege. 

In  the  mean  time  the  duke  of  Nemours  found  means 
to  efcape  out  of  prifon  at  fierre-Encife,  and  his  efcape, 
for  fome  time,  revived  the  war  in  the  Lyotmois.  By 
the  afliftance  of  three  thoufand  S-u'ifs,  whom  the  duke 
of  Savoy  had  fent  him,  and  fome  ther  troops,  he  took 
Feurs  in  Fores,  and  three  or  four  other  fmall  places  5  but 
the  conneftable  Montmorend  and  Lefdigmeres,  having 
ordered  fuccours  to  march  towards  that  fide  of  the 
country,  he  gave  over  his  conquefts,  and  was  obliged 
to  leave  the  field. 

The  commotions  in  Provence  were  very  confidera- 
ble.  In  the  beginning  of  this  year  1594.  the  town  of 
Aix  had  acknowledged  the  king,  and  fent  deputies  to 
the  court,  to  demand  the  confirmation  of  their  privi- 
leges. This  refolution  disconcerted  the  duke  of  Efper- 
non,  fince  by  this  means  he  was  deprived  of  an  oppor- 
tunity of  fatisfying  his  revenge  upon  the  town.  He 
ieemed,  however,  to  be  well  pleafed,  and  fent  his  com- 
pliments to  the  parliament,  and  the  count  of  Carces. 
He  farther  defired  they  would  fend  him  certain  depu- 
ties 
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ties  to  treat  of  proper  meafures  for  reftoring  a  perfect  J]  %)f 
tranquillity  in  the  province.  if94- 

To  this  it  was  anfwered,  That  it  was  intirely  in  his 
power  to  reftore  peace  to  the  people,  by  taking  from 
them  the  only  fubject  of  fear,  and  diflatisfaclion,  they 
could  pofftbly  have,  which  were  the  citadels  he  had 
caufed  to  be  built  in  feveral  places,  and  particularly 
the  fort  or  citadel  of  S.  Eutrope,  which  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Alx  could  not  fee  without  terror,  within 
musket  fhot  of  their  town  $  and  laftly,  that  they 
would  treat  with  the  king  himfelf,  and  expect  his 
orders. 

Upon  this  anfwer,  the  duke  pretended  that  the 
town  of  Aix  perfevered  in  its  revolt,  iince  it  refuted  to 
fubrr.it  to  his  will,  who  was  vefted  with  the  king's  au- 
thority, and  continued  in  a£ls  of  hoftility. 

In  the  mean  while  Lefdiguiem  having  received  fe- 
cret  orders  from  the  king,  entered  ^Provence  with  his 
troops,  after  having  declared  to  the  duke  of  Efpernon, 
that  he  did  it  by  the  king's  command,  with  orders  to 
obey  him  the  duke  of  EJperaon,  fo  long  as  he  /hould 
continue  in  the  fervice  of  his  majefty. 

The  duke  Was  not  well  pleafed  with  this  fort  of 
compliment,  and  inftead  of  an  anfwer,  fet  forward  to 
meet  Lefiiguiens  at  the  head  of  ten  thoufand  foot  and 
twelve  hundred  horfe,  with  defign  to  fight  him  $  but 
having  found  him  very  well  intrenched,  though  by 
much  inferior  to  himfelf,  he  did  not  venture  to  attack 
him,  fo  that  there  cafled  nothing  but  little  skirmifhes 
and  engagements  of  fmall  parties. 

The  matter  had  not  retted  thus,  if  the  fieur  de  lit 
Fin  had  not  arrived,  with  orders  both  to  the  duke  of 
Efpernon,  and  LefiftguiertS,  to  lay  down  their  arms. 
The  conneftabie  of  Moiitmorencl  took  upon  him  the 
office  pf  mediator  in  the  article  of  the  fort  of  St.  En- 
trope.  It  was  decreed,  That  the  troops  of  the  duke  of 
Efpemon  fliould  quit  the  place,  and  that,  till  other  or- 
ders fhould  arrive  from  the  king,  the  guard  of  it  fhould 
be  entrufted  to  the  fleur  de  la  Fin,  as  to  a  neutral  per- 
fon,  and  then  they  made  a  truce  between  the  duke  of 
Efpernon  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  ofdix. 

Whilft  matters  were  in  this  fituation,    Lefdigttieres 

threw  into  prifon,  at  Montelimar,  a  captain  of  the 

duke  of  ECpern9iis  troops,  by  way  of  reprifai  forS,#c«- 
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CD.   9>Pt,  captain  of  his  guard,  whom  the  duke  had  taken 
up,  notvvithflanding  apaflport  wh;ch  himfelf  had  given 
him.     The  duke  to  revenge  himfelf  for  the  feizure  of 
his  officer,  performed  certain  acls  of  hoftility,  and  this 
was  what  I.efdigtiieres  wanted,  that  he  might  charge 
Hift.  deLef-  the  duke  with  breaking  the  truce,  and  put  in  execution 
diguieres,     an  enterprizc  he  had  long  ago  defigned.     This  was  to 
'• 5*  c*  *'      furprize  the  fort  of  S.  Eutrofie -,  'and  he  executed  it 
on  the  eighth  of  July. 

As  loon  as  he  was  mafter  of  the  place,  he  introduced 
the  citizens,  and  commanded  the  town  to  fend  pio- 
neers to  raze  the  fort.  No  command  was  ever  executed 
with  fo  much  readinefs  and  joy.  Perfons  of  all  con- 
ditions fet  their  hands  to  the  work,  and  at  the  end 
of  twenty-four  hours,  there  did  not  remain  one  flone 
upon  another. 

Upon  this  news  Frejtts  excelled  the  duke's  garri- 
fons.  Lefiignieres  left  the  command  of  his  troops  to 
the  count  of  Carces\  and  returned  into  'DmifJomy  with 
the  cavalry  he  had  brought.  The  hottilities  were  con- 
tinued on  both  fides,  notwithftanding  a  truce  of  three 
months,  which  the  conneftable  had  obliged  both  par- 
ties to  confent  to.  Towards  the  "end  of  this  year  1594, 
was  brought  the  news  of  the  treaty  the  duke  ofGuife 
had  rriade\vith  the  king,  by  which  he  was  confirmed 
in"  the  government  of  'Provence.  This  was  a  new 
thurider-lrroke  to  the  duke  of  Efpemow,  but  did  not 
put  an  end  to  the  troubles  of  this  province. 

In  the  mean  while  the  duke  of  Savoy  did  not  fail 
to  make  his  advantage  of  thefe  diforders,  and  the  ab- 
fence  of  Lef.lig2t'teres.  He  attacked  'B'i'iqmras,  and 
took  it,  after  having  loft  a  great  number  of  his  men,  - 
Lefiigmeres,  on  the  other  "fide,  that  he  might  pre- 
ferve  a  communication  with  Viefomnt,  and  not  lofe 
Calvttrf,  took  a  fort  which  the  duke  of  Savoy  had  raifed 
upon  a 'hill,  not  far  from  'Pignerol. 

The  duke  of  Afayeniie  was  indifputably  embarafTed 
to  fee  the  king's  affairs  take  fo  happy  a  turn  in  al- 
Oioft  all  parts  of  the  kingdom.  He  went  to  Bruffels  to 
cohf&r  with  "the  archduke,  upon  proper  expedients  for 
preventing  the  intire  ruin  of  the  league.  He  perceived 
that  the  Sp&nifo  minifters  had  already  done  him  bad 
fervices  with  the  king  of  Spain,  and  that  even  upon  the 
iwttanees of  -trie  jiake  -.of-Feria,  and  'Diego  de Tbarra, 
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it  was  debated  in  the  council  of  'Bntffds,  Whether  he  _/J,  2). 
fhould  not  be  put  under  arreft,  and  committed  to  1^94. 
cuftody  ?  but  the  archduke,  either  through  a  generofity 
of  temper,  or  becaufe  he  was  unwilling  to  take  a  ttep 
which,  would  have  made  ib  .great  a  noife,  without  ex- 
prefs  orders  from  the  court  of  Spain,  did  not  yield  to 
the  proportion,  but  fuf&red  the  duke  of  May  nine  to 
return.  The  reafon  which  the  duke  of  Mayenm  al- 
Jedged  for  his  conduct,  and  want  ot  refblution,  was, 
That  the  pope  had  never  yet  acknowledged  the  king, 
and  had  refuied  to  give  him  abfblution  $  and  he  urged 
extreamly,  upon  this  head,  the  treatment  the  duke  of 
Nevers  had  met  with  at  Rome,  who  was  obliged  to"  de- 
part thence  without  having  been  able  to  obtain  any 
favour.  The  caufe  of  the  league  however  was  hot  fo 
fuccefsful  at  Rome  as  he  imagined,  as  will  appear  here- 
after, when  I  have  related  an  accident  that  befel  the 
king,  on  the  twenty-leventh  of  .^December,  upon  his 
return  to  'Paris. 

His  majefty  arriving  fmm'Picttrdy,  and   being  yetLettrei  & 
in    the   chamber  of  the  marchionefs    de  Monceaux^  *^^at 
in-  the  hotel  tie  Scomberg,  behind  the  Lonvre,  and  lur-Mornay  du 
rounded  by  the  princes  and  courtiers,  a  young  fellow  27-  de  De. 
came  into  the  room  without  being  perceived,  and  ad-  ^mo^'rej  jc 
vancing  towards  his  majeity,'  gave  him  a  blow  With  a  Cfaiveini.    ' 
knife,  deligning  to  have  cut  his  throat.     But  the  king, 
by  a  peculiar  happinefs,  having  bent  forward  that  very 
moment,    in  order    to    embrace  the  iieurs  de  Raigui 
and  Montigni,  who  then  faluted  him,  he  received,  the 
blow  on  the  right  fide  of  his  upper  lip,  which; by  its 
violence  broke  one  of  his  teeth. 

The  aflaffin  was  a  draper's  fbn  of  (P4risy  namecl 
JohnChatel,  and  was  immediately  taken  up.  Upon 
notice,  of  the  king's  being  wounded,  the  whole  city 
was  in  alarm  5  but  as  foon  as  .they  heard  that  he  was 
in iaa  danger,  they  ran  in  troops  to  Notre-'Dame  to  re- 
turn .God  .thanks  for  having  preferved  his  mujeliy  by 
fb  great  a  deliverance.  Then  fe  %)euw  was"  fung  upon 
the "occafiori,  and  the  king  himfelf  affifled  "at  the  fb- 
Jemnity.  ,  It. was  upon  thfs  incident  a-terrible  tempeft 
was  raifed  againfl;  the  jefuits,  or.  rather  the  ilonn,  that 
had  long  been  gathering,  was  at  that  tin^  difcharged 
Jtt  once.  •  •  -  •  •> 
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A.  2>.  1  ^e  atTaflm  being  examined,  according  to  cuftom, 
if 94.  faid,  amongft  other  things,  that  he  had  ftudied  under 
the  jefuits.  Nothing  more  was  wanting  to  the  ene- 
mies of  that  fbciety  to  involve  them  in  the  procefs,  and 
to  endeavour  to  deftroy  them  with  the  criminal.  One 
of  them  was  put  to  death,  fbme  others  imprifoned, 
and  the  reft  Danifhed.  However  the  parliament  of 
Jtwtrdeattx,  and  Toiilottfe,  did  not  judge  it  expedient 
to  conform  to  the  decree  of  the  parliament  of  ^Paris, 
and  retain'd  the  jefuits  in  their  diftritl. 

The  banifliment  of  the  jefuits  was  profecuted  with 
an  exceffive  heat,  as  we  learn  from  the  firft  prefident 
de  Harly  himfelf,  in  the  remonftrance  he  made  to  the 
king  fbme  years  after  by  way  of  oppofition  to  their 
re-fettlement,  as  it  is  given  us  in  the  hiftory  of  the 
prefident  de  27w/,  who  was  prefent  upon  this  occafion. 
There  was  no  order  of  trial,  *  fays  the  firft  preiident, 
obferved  at  that  conjuncture,-  and  the  parties  were  con- 
demned without  a  hearing  5  for  which  he  gives  this 
reafon,  That  at  that  time  they  thought  it  their  duty 
to  behave  as  in  a  popular  motion,  or  publick  rapine, 
confidcring  the  danger  the  king  had  run,  and  the  con- 
flernation  the  parliament  was  in.  The  circumftance 
at  the  fame  time  that  it  /hews  the  juft  zeal  of  that 
illuftrious  body  for  the  prefervation  of  his  majefty's 
perfon,  Ib  it  takes  off  very  much  from  the  ignominy 
which  was  thrown  upon  the  fbciety  by  their  ba- 
nifhment. 

But  what  fully  juftifies  the  jefuits,  was  the  manner 
of  their  being  re -called  a  few  years  after  by  the  king, 
the  favours  he  heaped  upon  them,  and,  more  than  all 
the  reft,  the  confidence  he.  had  in  them  ever  after, 
without  any  teftification  of  a  future  repentance,  in 
which  the  fucceflbrs  of  this  great  and  wife  prince  have 
thought  fit  to  imitate  him,  and,  if  I  may  be  allowed 
to-  fay  it,  to  go  beyond  him,  notwithftanding  the  fre- 
quently repeated  efforts  of  fo  many  mighty  cabals  which 


*  Fo  faftum  &  taim  perlculi  fenfu  attonitl  patres  non 
frrvato  juvis  ordine,  neq;  parti  bus  a\|ditis,  utinfediti- 
oiie  &  publica  graflatione,  focietatem  toto  regno  tam 
falutari  fenatus  coniiilto  exulare  jufTerint.  Thuan. 
Kb.  132. 

were 
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were  formed  to  ruin   them  in    the   opinion  of   their 
majefties. 

The  duke  of  Mayenne  look'd  upon  the  banifhment 
of  the  jefuits  as  an  aftair  that  would  do  him  fervicc 
with  the  pope,  and  raiie  in  him  a  very  bad  notion  of 
the  king  ;  and  fupported  his  hope  by  the  departure  of 
the  duke  of  Nevers,  the  arrival  of  the  cardinal  tie  Joy- 
eufe  at  Romey  and  the  great  credit  that  the  Spaniards 
prefer  ved  there  ft  ill. 

But  as  to  the  departure  of  the  duke  of  Nevers,  he 
was  ignorant  that  .4'  Ojjht,  whom  he  did  not  in  the 
lead  fufpecl,  becaufe  he  made  no  figure  in  this  country, 
was  the  king's  fecret  agent  with  Clement  the  eighth  $ 
that  the  cardinal  of  Gmdi,  who  at  lait  had  obtained 
permiffion  to  go  to  Rome,  had  made  a  great  imprefllon 
upon  the  pope,  and  prevailed  upon  him  $  that  moniieur 
tilt  Perron y  who  was  nominated  to  the  bifhoprick  of 
Evrenxy  ihould  have  leave  to  attend  upon  his  holinefs 
from  the  king  3  infomuch,  that  £  Ojfat  himfelf,  in 
certain  conferences  he  held  with  cardinal  Al.iobrandln, 
had  difcovered,  that  the  pope  was  under  fome  uneafy 
apprehenfions,  left  the  court  of  France  fhould  form  1594,  and 
a  difficulty  in  reference  to  the  journey  of  monfieur  X5'J< 
de  Perron. 

But  the  greateft  fubjecT:  of  the  duke  of  Mfflyetme's  ^.D.  15-95" 
difquiet,  and  which  might  plainly  let  him  fee  the 
pope  was  changed,  was,  that  the  cardinal  de  jfoyetife 
having  had  an  audience  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  Janua- 
ry upon  his  arrival  at  Rome,  and  demanded  fuccours  of 
men  and  money,  had  no  other  anfwer,  than  that  as 
to  the  troops  which  were  asked,  he  could  come  to 
no  resolution  till  the  matter  had  been  communicated 
to  the  king  of  Spain  5  and  for  money,  he  muft 
no  longer  expert  any  money  from  him,  for  he  was 
obliged  to  be  at  a  great  expence  in  aflifting  the  chrifti- 
ans  of  Hungary  againft  the  Jttrk. 

As  to  the  banilhment  of  the  jefuits,  his  rcafoning 
was  better  grounded.  For,  indeed,  the  pope  was 
very  much  offended  wit!-  it,  and  the  more  as  he  was 
informed,  that  they  had  been  treated  in  this  manner 
at  the  inftigation  of  certain  hugonot  lords  of  the 
court;  that  it  was  ftill  in  doubt,  whether  they  would 
not  banifli  minifters,  capuchins,  and  carthulwns  5 
that  this  inftance  of  the  king's  conducl,  coul4not  but 
y  3  make 
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Jj.  <D.  make  the  Sincerity  of  his  converfion  fufpe£ted  j  an4, 
indeed,  this  affair  was  the  iubjeft  of  divers  audiences, 
which  £Offat  had  with  the  pope  and  cardinal  Al.io- 
l/Yandin*  where  he  endeavoured  to  bring  them  to 
temper,  and  remove  the  rnifconitrucTJons,  which  had 
arole  from  the  like  informations  that  were  lent  to 
Rftiie  by  every  courier,  which  came  from  France  on 
.  the  part  cf  the  league. 

The  advices  the  king  received  hereupon  from 
M.  aOffat^  did  not  tail  to  make  him  uneaiy  ; 
.but  he  judged  very  prudently,  that  thele  difficulties 
would  loon  blow  over,  if  he  purfued  his  victory  againft 
the  leaguers,  and  he  hoped,  that  after  he  had  crum'd 
he  ihould  be  able  to  brin§  th?  hugonots 


of  Nantes,  to  a  better  temper,  who  already  began  to  give  him 
'••7>  trouble,  and  carried  their  boldnefs  lo  far,  as  to  hold 

ieditious  aflcmblies. 

He  therefore  refolved  .to  attack  the  duke  of  May  - 
in  his  government  of  Burgundy  ,  where  his  prin- 
cipal forces  lay,  and  the  towns  that  were  beft  affecled 
to  him.  He  preceded  farther,  and  declared  war 
againft  the  Spaniards  in  form.  It  is  true,  indeed, 
lhat  fince  the  death  of  Henry  the  thi'rd,  the  two  kings 
had  been  conftantly  at  war,  but  notwithftanding  this, 
the  frontiers  of  the  two  eftates  had  a  commerce  between 
thenofelves,  which  was  no  longer  allowed  after  the 
declaration  of  war.  The  king  ufed  this  formality 
to  fatisfy  the  hugonots,  who  prefied  him  to  it,  and 
jbught  for  all  opportunities  of  rendring  the  two  kings 
irreconcileable,  as  being  apprehenfive,  that  if  they 
fhould  ever  agree,  they  would  unite  between  thera- 
lelves,  to  exterminate  the  hugonots  rdigion  in  France 
and  the  Jjyw*Gountft£S+  The  king  even  gave  the  com- 
tnand  of  the  troops  defigned  againft  the  Spaniard^ 
to  the  duke  of  Boitillon,  whom  the  calvinifts  look'd 
upon  as  their  fupport  and  chief,  which  was  a  character 
the  king  fufpecled  that  the  duke  afpired'  to,  and 
therefore  was  willing  to  gratify,  by  this  object,  thofe 
turbulent  fpirits,  left  they  fhould  interrupt  him  in 
his  conquefts  over  the  leaguers. 

Upon  the  marefchal  de  Siren's  drawing  near  to 
Stm-ginidy*  the  prefident  fannin  wrote  to  the  duke  of 
'Mayer,ve  to  come  thither  immediately,  that  the  ma- 
refchal bad  already  intelligence  in  the  province,  and 

that 
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that   he   run  the  rifque  of  lo/ing  the  towns  one   after  A. 
another  as  he  had   already  loit  Avalou^  Macov,  and 
Auxerre. 

He  di (covered,  indeed,  upon  his  arrival,  that  Jac- 
ques Verne*  mayor  of  iDijon^  had  held  intelligence 
with  the  king,  upon  which  he  cauted  him  to  be  be- 
headed. 

This  example  did  not  hinder  the  citizens  of  Became 
from  treating  lecretly  with  the  marefchal  de  Sircu,  to 
whom  they  gave  up  their  town,  jllonwcyeii,  who  was 
governor  of  it,  retired  into  tbe  caitie,  and  made  it 
necefTary  to  befiege  him  5  but  after  a  month's  iiege, 
a  bridge  being  made,  he  was  obliged  to  capitulate  and 
iurrender.  Not  long  after,  the  baron  de  Sentcai 
abandoned  the  league,  and  iiirrendered  AujjonneiQ  the 
king.  AW/VJ  &s\&.Autiin  fubmitted  in  like  manner; 
and,  lalily,  the  towns-men  of  cDi]on  having  taken 
arms  on  a  fudden  ^gainft  the  vifcount  de  Tavau/iest 
who  commanded  in  the  town,  and  Francis  23oyot.de 
Francefque  governor  of  the  caftle,  and  being  feconded 
by  the  marefchal  de  Biron,  who  fent  them  a  fcafonable 
afllltance,  they  becanie  makers  of  the  town,  and 
expelled  the  vifcount  de  Tavtfwcs.  Frfincejqi'.c  re- 
tired into  the  caftle,  and  'TavaiMes  into  the  cattle  of 
a  very  ftrong  place  at  fome  diftance  from 


in  the  mean  while,  tl^e  conceivable  de  J 
having  gained  over  the  fieur  '•DiximietiSt  governor  of 
Vieiine,  procured  this  place  for  the  king.  It  was  the 
only  town  the  duke  of  Henwin  had  upon  the  Rhone, 
and  from  whence  the  remains  of  the  league  in  Au- 
vergiie,  Lyotinoh  and  Fore^  might  receive  any  foreign 
iuccour.  This  circumftance  .  made  the  reduction  of 
this  town  very  confiderable,  and  the  duke  of  Nemours  ^ 
whofe  principal  refuge  it  was,  was  fb  much  concerned^ 
at  the  lofs,  that  he  fell  fick,  and  after  an  illnefs  of 
four  months,  died  at  Anmcy  $  and  thus  the  king 
was  freed  from  a  dangerous  enemy.  Upon  his  death, 
fevcral  fmall  places  were  given  up  to  the  king  ;  the 
naoft  part  of -tr>e  duke's.- friends  and  fervants  finding 
it-  more  -advantageous  to  follow  thcfe  mcafures,  than, 
adhere  to  a  party  which  every  day  grew  lefs  and 
kfs. 

T  ±  The 
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Jl.  2).  The  king  being  informed  that  the  duke  of  May- 
icof.  enne  was  marching  through  Francke-Comte  with  an 
army  of  Spaniards,  commanded  by  T)on  Velctfcoy  con- 
neitabie  of  Cajlile,  to  the  iuccour  of  the  two  places  be- 
fieged,  he  went  to  join  the  marefchal  de  Biron  with  a 
linall  body  of  the  army.  As  loon  as  he  was  arrived, 
he  took  two  or  three  fquadrons  to  reconnoitre  the 
Sfawjk  army  :  And  having  advanced  too  far,  he  ran 
the  fame  riique  as  he  had  formerly  done  at  /liimale  ; 
but  his  courage  and  the  too  great  precaution'  of  the 
SpanijJj  general,  again  delivered  him  out  of  danger. 
The  general  not  venturing  to  hazard  a  battle,  the 
.  catties  of  1)ijoii  and  Talan  were  obliged  to  fur- 
render. 

The  king  then  entered  Franche-Comte^  harrafled  the 
country,  and  might  have  wrought  fbme  confiderable 
enterprise,  if  the  Swiff  had  not  oppofed  it.  He  was 
unwilling  to  difoblige  rhem,  and  contented  to  the  con- 
firmation of  the  treaty,  which  had  been  made  in 
1580,  for  the  neutrality  of  this  province. 

The  king  then  marched  to  Lyons  at  the  fbllicitation 
of  the  conneftable,  who  fent  him  word  that  his  preience 
there  was  necefifary,  and  principally,  that  he  might 
be  able  to  give  more  fpeedy  orders  for  reftoring  peace 
and  tranquillity  in  ^Provence.  I  fhall  forbear  to  relate 
the  effe£ls  of  this  journey,  till  I  have  mentioned  what 
pafled  at  Rome  in  the  mean  while,  with  reference  to 
the  grand  affair  of  the  king's  abfblution. 

M.  d'OJfat  had  already  inade  a  confiderable  progrefs 
before  M.  dc  Siron  fet  out  from  Prance^  upon  his  jour- 
ney to  Rome,  infbmuch  that  the  pope  told  him  one 
day,  in  a  private  audience  he  had  of  him,  'fhat  be  ivas 
not  ignorant  of  Jooiv  great  Importance  the  king's  reconcili- 
ation was  to  him,  and  that  he  was  well  acquainted  both 
with  the  interefl  of  the  one  and  the  other  5  and  neither 
Spain  worEnglandjfroa//^  prevent  him  from  doing  what- 
ever jhotild  be  expedient  for  the  advantage  cf  religion 
and  Chriftendom.  He  even  acknowledged,  that  the 
delays  of  M.  du  <Perrcn  were  an  uneafinefs  to  him. 

The  bifhop,  at  laft,  arrived  at  Rome  with  very 
particular  and  exadl  infiruftions.  He  had  orders,  as 
he  pafled  along,  to  communicate  them  to  the  grand 
duke,  who  had  taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  make 

the 
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the  court  of  Rome  favourable  to  the  king,  and  to  aft   jl  ej) 
in  concert  with  M.  4'  Oflat. 

The  chief  of  thele  inilru&ions  were,  that  he  fhould 
not  fuffer  any  conditions  to  be  inierted  in  the  treaty, 
which  might  be  prejudicial  to  the  king's  jhonour  and 
intereft  j  as  for  inftance,  the  obliging  him,  before  he 
received  abfolution,  to  treat  of  a  peace  with  the  king 
of  Spain  or  the  duke  of  Savoy,  or  his  rebel  fubjefts  j 
to  make  war  upon  the  hugonots,  or  break  with  princes 
and  powers  of  a  different  religion  ;  and  particularly 
to  prevent,  that  upon  no  account  they  fhould  make 
ufe  of  the  term  of  re-inabling  him  to  poflefs  the  crown 
of  France.  And  further,  to  prevent  all  long  delays, 
M.  dtf  'Perron  declared  to  the  pope,  that  he  had  or- 
ders jo  return  to  France  within  thirty  days  $  and  to 
remove  all  doubt  the  pope  might  have  upon  this  fub- 
ject,  he  caufed  it  to  be  reported,  as  he  pafled  through 
Florence  and  Solcgne,  and  afterwards  at  Rome,  that 
he  was  forbid  to  dilpatch  any  courier  into  France  before 
the  matter  was  brought  to  a  conclufion  ;  and  this  was 
his  general  anfwer,  with  reference  to  feveral  difficul- 
ties which  were  raifed  in  the  courleof  this  negotiation, 
upon  which  they  propofed  to  him  to  fend  back  to  the 
court,  to  demand  an  explication. 

The  affair  was  at  laft  concluded  in  fuch  a  manner  The  3ii 
as  might  prove  agreeable  to  the  king,  and  accordingly  Letter  of  M. 
he  was  fatisfied  with  if.     The  feventeenth  of  tpecer/z-^^  ia 
ber  was  appointed   by  the  pope  for  performing  the  \^^fa 
ceremony,  which  was  folernnized  with  a  deal  of  mag- 
nificence $  and  as  fbon  as  the  pope  had  pronounced  the 
laft  words  of  the  abfolution,  the  found  of  drums  and 
trumpets  was  heard  from  all  parts,  which  were  an- 
fwered  by  the  cannon  of  the  caftle  of  S.  Angflo,  to 
the   great  mortification  of  the  embaflador  of  Spain 
and  the  whole  Spanijb  faction.    The  people  exprefled, 
by  their  acclamations,  an  incredible  joy  5  and  feveral 
of  them  fet  the  arms  of  "France  upon  the  doors  of 
their  houfes,  and   all  feemed  mighty  forward  to  get 
a  copy  of  the  king's  picture,  which  had  been  before 
engraved,  in  order  to  be  diftributed  in  great  numbers 
after  the  ceremony.     The  bull  of  abfolution  was  drawn 
up  a  few  days  after,  and  fent  into  France.     Upon  the 
receipt  of  it,  the  king  wrote  to  all  the  bifhops,  and 
enjoined  them  to  make  a  folemn  thankfgiving  to  God, 

for 
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£.  2>.  f°r  having  brought  about  fb  defireable  an  event.  He 
if95*.  then  wrote  letters  of  acknowledgment  to  the  pope  and 
cardinals  upon  the  fame  lubjeft  5  but  in  fuch  terms, 
and  after  fuch  a  manner,  as  was  extremely  ferviceable 
to  him,  in  drawing  over  that  court  into  his  ihtereft, 
and  making  it  as  Favourable  to  him,  as  before  it  had 
oppofed  him. 

The  war,  which  had  been  declared  againft  Spain, 
produced  Icarcely  any  other  effecl  on  the  part  of 
f ranee i  during  the  prefent  campaign,  than  the  ra- 
vages which  were  made  by  the  duke  of  Bouillon  in 
Luxembourg;  the  moftparrof  the  king's  forces  being 
employed  in  'Burgundy  and  elsewhere. 

The  king,  in  the  mean  time,  arrived  at  Lyons  on 
the  fourth  of  September.  He  was  there  received  with 
fo  extraordinary  magnificence,  that  the  fplendor  of  it 
cclipfed  all  the  entries  he  had  made  into  the  other 
towns  ;  arid  here  he  had  the  fatisfa&ion  of  feeing  the 
archbifhop  of  Lyons,  who  had  formerly  been  the  ibuL 
of  the  league,  and  the  council  of  the  duke  of  May- 
e;#2£ycome  at  the  head  of  his  clergy,  to  pay  him  obe- 
dience. 

-  Several  matters  of  importance  pafled  during  the 
king's  abode  at  Lyons.  The  government  of  the 
•Lyo?mois,  which  had  been  poffeflfed  by  the  late  duke 
of  .Ni?#20W$,  was  given  by  his  majefty  to  M.  de  la 
Guiche,  who  gave  up  his  office  of  grand  matter  of 
the  artillery  to  M.  de  S.Luc. 

'M.  de  'Boh-'Da.upbin,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the 
league  in  An]ou  and  Maine,  came  over  to  the  king's 
party,  a  His  dignity  of  marefchal  of  France^  which 
had  been  given  him  by  the  league,  was  confirmed  to 
him,  after  the  figning  of  the  treaty,  in  which  the  king 
would  not  agree  he  jhould  take  this  title.  And  thus 
was  verified  again  the  prediction  which  M.  de  Cban- 
valon  had  made  to  the  duke  of  Mayenne,  with- refe- 
rence to  his  creating  four  mare fchals  of  France,  That 
he  had  made  baftards,  who  would  one  day  become 
legitimate  at  his  own  expence.  This  was  true  of  the 
mare  fchals  'de  I  A  CJoatre  and  jBcis-'Datiphin;  but  dtt 
Rofa/r,  who  was  the  third,  wore  the  red  fcarf,  and 
continued  with  the  Spaniards :  as  to  S.  Vatd,  who 
was  the  fourth,  he  had  been  killed  by  the  duke  of 
Guifi,  who  was  offended -at  his  haughty  behaviour. 

The 
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The  king  was  ftill  at  Lyons,  when  he  received  cer- 
tain  advice  of  his  abfolution  at  Rome,  which  news 
determined  the  duke:of  Joyeitfe  to  return  to  his  obe- 
dience  with  I'wfatfe  and  the  other  towns  of  that 
country,  which  he  preserved  in  the  intereft  of  the 
league  j  and,  laftly,  the  final  blow  was  given  by  the 
treaties  of  truce,  which  the  king  made  there,  with  the 
•dukes  of  Mayenm  and  Savoy. 

The  duke  of  Mayenne,  who  had  been  fb  ill  fup- 
ported  by  the  Spaniards.'™  the  defence  of  the  caftlcs 
of  1)i]m  and  Talan  plainly  faw  he  could  never  rely 
upon  them,  and  raking  occafion  from  the  pope's  refo- 
lution  toabfblve  the  king,  whofe  refufal  had  hitherto 
fcrved  as  a  pretext  to  continue  the  war,  he  fent  to  his 
majefty  at  Lyons  an  offer  of  a  truce.  The  king  was 
nor  ignorant  in  what  diibrder  the  duke's  affairs  were, 
but  he  was  unwilling  to  drive  him  to  an  extremity. 

The  truce  was  granted  for  three  months ;  but 
amongft  other  conditions  which  the  king  required,  he 
infiftedupon  apromife,  that  in  this  interval,  they  fhould 
ferioufly  and  fincerely  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace. 

As  to  the  duke  of  Savoy,  he  had  recovered  Cahottrs, 
and  the  neighbourhood  of  the  king,  which  very  much 
annoy'd  him,  had  obliged  him  to  treat  of  peace  with 
his  m.ajefty,  by  means  of  the  fieur  Zamet,  who  had 
divers  conferences  with  the  prefident  de  Sillery  j  but 
the  duke,  who  always  acled  by  the  impreflions  of  the 
court  of  Spain,  could  not  comply  with  the  proportions 
that  were  made  him,  tho'  much  to  his  advantage  5 
9nd  all  ended  in  a  truce,  till  the  end  of  this  prelent 
year  1595. 

Lefiiguieres  made  ufe  of  the  time  of  the  truce  to 
make  his  court.  When  he  came  to  Lyons,  the  king 
was  running  at  the  ring  in  the  place  de  Bellecourt.  His 
majefty,  having  perceived  him  at  a  diftance,  directed 
his  lance  towards  him,  and  faid,  iiniling,  Ah  !  you  old, 
lougonot^  you'll  die  as  you've  lived.  Lefdiguieres  having 
leaped  to  the  ground  in  a  moment,  to  falute  his  king, 
whom  he  had  not  leen  for  a  long  time,  was  received 
with  all  the  careffes,  which  his  great  fervices  deferved. 
His  majefty  aflurcd  him,  there  was  nothing  in  his 
power,  but  that  he  might  lay  claim  to,  and  the  next 
day  he  made  him  ccwnfellqr  of  ftate,  and  fent  him 
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.  2?.  tne   warrant  by  the  fieur  de  Calignon  chancellor  of 
Navarre. 

The  king  was  inclined  to  leave  Lyons,  and  go  into 
tyicardy,  where  fome  mifiinderftanding  had  arojfe 
amongtt  the  commanding  officers  of  his  army  5  but 
the  conneftable  de  Montmorenci  reprefented  to  him,  that 
it  was  a  matter  of  the  utmoft  importance  not  to  re- 
move far  from  'Provence,  till  all  things  were  pacified 
in  that  country  :  For  the  duke  of  Efpernon  and  the 
'Proventials,  giving  way  to  their  mutual  hatred,  were 
continually  in  arms,  and  notwithftanding  the  treaty 
that  had  been  made  and  prolonged  for  three  months, 
by  order  from  his  majefty,  there  were  conftant  hoftili- 
ties  paflfed  between  them. 

Before  the  king  went  to  Lyons,  his  majefty  had 
fent  the  fieur  Au  Prene  counlellor  of  ftate  into  'Pro- 
vence, to  get  information  upon  the  fpot,  of  the  truth 
of  thofe  things  which  the  two  parties  advifed  him  of, 
He  was  ordered,  if  poflible,  to  prevail  on  the  duke  of 
Efpernon  to  give  up  the  government  of  'Provence  of 
his  own  accord  5  affuring  him,  that  he  would  thereby 
cxtreamly  oblige  the  king,  who  would  find  means  to 
make  up  the  lols.  The  duke  anfwered  this  propofiti- 
on  with  rage  and  traniport.  The  fieur  du  Frene  en- 
deavoured to  pacify  him,  but  to  no  purpofe  5  and  find- 
ing him  inflexible,  he  declared  to  him,  That  the  king 
was  refolved  to  have  it  fb,  and  that  he  had  orders  to 
tell  him,  if  he  did  not  presently  obey,  he  would  come 
in  perfon  to  drive  him  out  of  'Provence,  and  make 
him  feel  the  effects  of  his  indignation.  Let  him  come* 
replies  the  duke  in  a  fury,  ///  be  his  harbinger ',  not  to 
provide  him  a  lodging,  fait  to  burn  all  the  hotifes  he 
might  find  in  his  journey. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  infblent  words,  and  all  other 
his  rodomontades,  "having  more  ferioufly  reflected  upon 
the  matter,  he  figned  the  truce  not  many  days  after, 
which  the  king  had  required  from  both  parties.  This 
truce  was  prolong'd  at  different  times  j  but  was  al- 
ways very  ill  obferved  on  both  fides. 

As  fbon  as  the  king  was  come  to  Lyons,  the  duke  of 
^Efpernon  had  orders  to  meet  him  there.  He  obeyed 
the  fummons  5  but  fb  late,  that  he  was  not  yet  come 
to  Valence*  when  the  king  was  obliged  to  leave  Lyons 
in  hafte,  on  the  twenty -fourth  of  September,  upon 
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information  that  the  Spaniards  were  carrying  on  the   jjm  <Qt 
fiege  of  Catnbray  with  vigour.  if9f- 

Upon  this  news,  the  duke  returned  into  <Provencet  w-v* 
where  his  affairs  took  a  worfe  tarn  than  ever.  Upon 
the  king's  abfolution,  the  city  of  Arks,  and  the 
neighbouring  towns,  who  had  hitherto  refufed  to  ac- 
knowledge him,  and  had  preferred  a  kind  of  neutrality, 
iubmittcd  to  his  obedience,  and  abundance  of  gentlemen 
deferted  the  duke  upon  the  like  occafion.  The  gar* 
riibn  of  Aiilp$->  which  confided  of  Gascon  foldiers, 
had  their  throats  cut  by  the  towns-men.  Lefdiguieres 
was  arrived  in  'Provence  with  his  foldiers,  by  order 
from  the  king,  to  inital  the  duke  of  Guife  in  the 
government,  and  his  majefty  drew  near  with  his  troops 
to  join  Lejfdiguieres.  His  letters  patents  were  con- 
firmed in  'Parliament,  and  followed  by  a  moft  feverc 
decree  againft  the  Gascons,  and  all  others  who  /hould 
refufe  to  ferve  under  the  duke  of  Guife. 

The  duke  of  Efpernon,  notwithftanding  all  thefe 
itrokes  of  ill  fortune,  and  the  ambufhes  which  were 
laid  for  him  by  private  men,  out  of  which  he  efcaped 
by  a  miracle,  ftill  kept  his  ground.  He  appeared  in 
the  field  again  the  next  year,  as  I  fhall  mention,  after 
having  related  what  fell  out  in  the  mean  while  in  Brit- 
tany and  cPicardy$  for  it  was  upon  that  frontier  that 
the  war  was  carried  on  with  moft  vigour  and  moft  fuc- 
cefsfully  in  favour  of  the  king. 

This  year  died  the  arch-duke  JSrneft,  governor  of 
the  Low-Countries,  who  before  his  death,  had  named 
the  count  de  Fuetttes,  one  of  the  beft  heads  and  greateft 
officers  of  his  time,  to  command  there,  'till  new 
orders  fhould  arrive  from  the  court  of  Spain. 

He  began  with  the  fiege  of  le  Catelet,  which  fur- 
rendered  after  a  vigorous  defence.  The  duke  of 
Bouillon,  who  commanded  the  king's  troops,  repaired 
this  lofs  by  the  taking  of  Ham.  The  count  ofFuentes 
made  hafte  to  relieve  it;  but  finding  it  taken,  bent 
his  courfe  towards  %)oitrlens  and  fat  down  before  it. 

The  duke  of  Nevers,  who  had  received  orders  to 
take  the  command  of  the  troops  in  WcarJy,  being 
inform'd  of  the  fiege  oftDourlens,  fet  forward  to  join  the 
army  5  but  the  other  generals  being  defirous  to  fig- 
nalize  themfelves  before  his  arrival,  refolved  to  throw 
a  convoy  of  provifions  into  the  place  befieged,  with 

fix 
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2).  fix  hundred  foot,  whom  the  mareichal  de  (BouJlkn\ 
\'.  the  count  of  „$".  'Pel,  who  by  the  death  of  his  eldeft 
brother  the  duke  of  Longtieville,  was  become  gover- 
nor of  ficardyy  and  the  admiral  de  Pillars  conducted 
with  a  guard  of  fifteen  hundred  horfe,  each  of  them 
being  at  the  head  of  a  fquadron  of  five  hundred  men. 
The  count  de  Fuentes  went  to  meet  them,  and  gave  them 
an  intire  defeat  j  the  admiral  de  Villan  was  taken 
prifoner,  and  flain  by  the  enemy  in  cold  blood. 

The  Spaniards  then  forced  the  town  and  cattle  of 
tDourlfKS,  and  made  a  great  flaughter  of  the  inhabitants, 
foldiers,  and  officers. 

The  duke  of  Nevers  inraged  againft  the  duke  of 
Souillou,  becaufe  he  had  not  waited  for  his  coining 
up,  before  the  expedition  I  have  juft  mentioned,  re- 
fuied  to  take  upon  him  the  command,  and  after  having 
held  a  council  of  war,  it  was  relblved  to  canton  them- 
felves  to  cover  the  Boiilonnois,  and  the  towns  upon  the 
river  Sorame. 

The  count  of  Fuentes  made  no  farther  progrefs  in 
his  victory,  and  after  having  given  his  army  a  little 
time  to  breathe,  he  led  them  to  Cambray*  and  fat 
down  before  it.  The  mareichal  of  Salagni  was  mafter 
of  this  place,  and,  as  I  have  obferved,  had  taken  up- 
on him  the  title  of  prince  of  Cambray  ever  fince  his 
reconciliation  with  the  king. 

The  count  of  Fueitfej$w&  received  a  great  fupply 
of  troops  for  this  enterprizej  and  as Carabr&y  was 
very  troublefome  to  the  neighbouring  towns  and  pro^ 
vinces  by  the  excurfions  of  the  garrifon,  they  had  all 
contributed  very  large  fiims  towards  defraying  the 
expences  of  the  fiege.  The  Spanijtj  general  attacked 
the  town  with  feventy  pieces  of  cannon,  which  was  a 
very  extraordinary  fight  at  that  time  of  day,  that  ib 
many  pieces  of  artillery  fhould  be  employed  in  a 
fingle  fiege. 

Notwithftanding  this,  and  the  mifunderftanding  be- 
tween the  duke  of  Nevers  and  the  duke  <£'-BouilloiJy 
who  could  not  agree  upon  the  proper  means  of  faving 
the  town,  he  muft  neceffarily  have  raifed  the  iiege,  by 
rea(bn  of  the  vigorous  defence  of  the  befieged,  efpeci- 
ally  after  the  fieur  dc  Vic,  who  was  the  moft  /  able 
man  in  France  at  a  defence,  had  thrown  himfelf  into 
the  pjace,  if  the  hatred  of  the  inhabitants,  arifing 

from 
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from  the  cruelty  and  avarice  of  their  new  prince,  had  £   t£)f 
not  engaged  them  to  an  infurrcftion,   and  to  introduce    i o. 
the  Spaniards  of  themlelves.      The  garrifon  retired 
into  the  citadel  j  but  finding  no  provifions  to  fubfift 
upon,  through  want  of  forecaft  in  'Balagm^  they  were 
obliged  immediately  to  capitulate. 

The  count  of Fuent es  put  a  garrifon  in  the  citadel, 
and  notwithftanding  the  remonitrances  of  the  arch- 
biihopi  the  king  of  Spain  continued  ever  after  abfo- 
lute  matter  of  the  place,  of  which  before  he  had  only 
been  proteclor.  After  fo  confiderable  a  conqueft,  the 
count  of  Fitentes  was  received  into  Brtiffels  as  in  tri- 
umph, whilft  Balagni)  deprived  of  his  principality, 
returned  into  France,  and  was  honoured  with  no  other 
title  than  that  of  a  marefchal.  The  kino  was  already 
at  Bettttvais,  when  he  learn'd  the  news  of  the  furrender 
of  Cambray-)  and  exprefTed  a  great  deal  of  concern 
upon  the  occafion  He  refblved,  however,  to  purfue 
his  march,  and  when  the  duke  of  NeverS'  reprelented 
to  him  that  it  could  not  be  to  any  purpoie,  he  replyed 
in  a  pafiion,  "  You  are  a  proper  perlon,  indeed,  to 
c*  give  me  this  advice,  who  was  never  yet  within  lefs 
"  -thanfeven  leagues  of  the  town." 

Thefe  words  were  a  deadly  blow  to  the  duke  of 
Nevers$  he  laid  them  Ib  much  to  heart,  that  he  fell 
fick,  and  died  within  fifteen  days.,  He  was.  a  prince, 
who  had  ferved  the  ftate  with  refolution,  under  five 
fucceffive  kings,  and  was  allowed  to  be  as  wife  in 
council,  as  he  was  valiant  in  war,  and  flood  diftinguifhed 
for  a  man  of  flriil  honour  and  virtue,  even  .where  his 
intereft  and  his  integrity  were  brought  jnto  competi- 
tion. The  king  being  informed  of  his  diftemper,  and 
the  caufe  of  it,  was  cxtreamly  afflicted  at  the  feverity 
of  his  former  expreffion  ;  and  this  may  be  a  lefifon  to 
princes,  how  cautious  they  (hould  be  in  giving  way  to 
their  paflion. 

The  king,  unwilling  to  let  his  troops  lie  idle,  which 
he  had  defigned  for  the  relief  of  Cambray^  'employed 
them  in  forming  the  blockade  of  la  Fere ,  which  the 
Spaniards  had  ft  ill  in  their  power. 

The  war  in  'Brittany  made  yet  a  very  confuler- 
able  diverfion,  and  hindered  the  king  from  having 
the  forces  that  were  neceflary  to  refift  the  Spa- 
niards upon  the  frontiers  of  Ticar.iy ;  and  this  is 

the 
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A.  2?.   the  only  military  expedition  of  the  prefent  year,  that 
remains  yet  to  be  fpoke  of. 

There  were  frequent  negotiations  with  the  duke  of 
JMerc&ur,  which  ended  in  a  truce,  that  was  not  made 
till  ^December,  and  was  for  four  months.  Before  that 
time  Scllijle  and  Rhedon  had  (ubmitted  to  the  king. 
The  marefchal  £Aummt  took  Montcontour,  and  divers 
caftles,  and  then  laid  fiege  to  Comper,  a  fortified  town 
in  the  bifhoprick  of  S.  Malo.  'Twas  before  that 
paltry  place,  that  this  noble  lord,  who  flood  recom- 
mended by  the  conftant  fidelity  he  had  always  fhown 
to  his  lawful  princes,  and  the  great  Services  he  had 
done  them  in  their  war,  loft  his  life  $  he  was  wounded 
in  the  arm  by  a  musket-iliot,  and  died  not  long  after 
at  Montfon. 

The  negotiations  of  peace  between  the  king  and  the 
duke  of  Lorrainey  were  more  fuccefsful  than  thofe  of 
Srittany.  The  treaty,  which  had  been  form'd  at 
S.  Gmnams  en  Laye  the  year  before,  was  brought  to 
a  conclusion  towards  the  end  of  this. 

The  commotions  rai  fed  by  the  hugonots,  gave  the 
king  no  lefs  difturbance  than  the  affairs  of  'Brittany. 
Their  aflemblies,  deputations,  complaints  and  re- 
quefts,  which  were  all  ib  many  indications  of  a 
turbulent  fpirit,  occafion'd  him  no  fhiall  uneafinefs  5 
and  he  now  began  mightily  to  diftruft  the  duke  of 
Swillon,  whom  he  fufpecled  of  a  defign  to  become 
head  of  the  party.  He  endeavour'd,  by  all  poffible 
means,  to  calm  their  unquiet  temper  ;  but  they  con- 
ftantly  went  away  from  him  diflatisfied,  and  he  plain- 
ly perceived,  that  their  difaffe&icn  towards  him  was 
daily  increasing. 

He  found  means  neverthelels,  to  get  out  of  their 
hands  the  young  prince  of  Conde,  who  was  then  but 
feven  years  old.  This  was  part  of  the  promife  he  had 
made  to  the  pope,  that  the  prince,  who  was  then  the 
prefumptive  heir  to  the  crown,  fhould  be  brought  up  ia 
the  catholick  religion,  as  he  afterwards  was  by  the 
care  of  the  marquis  de  'Pifam,  whom  the  king  ap- 
pointed his  governor,  and  by  Nicholas  le  Fevre,  a  man 
of  known  probity  and  piety,  and  of  great  capacity, 
who  was  let  over  him  as  preceptor. 

The  next  year  1596,  began  by  the  treaty  of  peace, 
which  was  at  laft  concluded  with  the  duke  of  May  erne* 

In 
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In  this  treaty  the  king  fpoke  of  the  duke  of  Mttyetmet  A.  2). 
not  only  with  moderation  and  temper,  but  likewife  1/96. 
in  terms  of  advantage,  and  commended  his  good  ia-  . 
tentions.  The  articles  were  publifhed  to  the  number 
of  one  and  thirty,  by  an  edicl  of  the  king,  made  at 
Folembray  in  the  month  of  January.  There  were 
certain  other  fecret  articles,  the  principal  of  which  was, 
that  he  fhould  give  up  the  government  of  the  dutchy 
of  'Burgundy \  for  without  this  the  king  would  never 
have  made  peace  with  the  duke,  and  in  return,  his 
eldeft  fbn  was  to  be  made  governor  of  the  ifle  of 
francs  (excepting  the  town  of  <Paris)  which  was 
vacant  by  the  death  of  M.  £0  $  and  this  young  prince 
/hould  al(b  be  received  in  parliament  as  a  peer  of 
France  and  duke  of  Aiguillon,  and  be  made  grand 
chamberlain,  which  office  his  fa  her  had  enjoyed,  and 
now  reitored  into  the  hands  of  the  king. 

Trie  duke  of  Joyeufe  obtained  a  particular  edicT: 
for  himfelf,  for  JouJwfe,  and  the  other  towns  of 
Langue4oc,  he  had  under  his  command,  and  gained 
by  his  treaty  the  dignity  of  a  marefchal  of  France, 
The  new  duke  of  Nemours  was  alfo  received  into  fa- 
vour, and  the  government  general  of  feveral  places, 
which  he  ftill  held  on  the  fide  of  the  Lyonnois  was 
preferved  to  him. 

This  important  affair  of  the  duke  of  Mayenne's 
fubmiflion  being  fini/hed,  the  duke  obtained  leave  of 
the  king  to  kifs  his  majefty's  hand  at  Monceaux.  He 
was  received  in  as  kind  a  manner  as  he  c,ould  have 
wifhed;  nor  was  there  ever  any  reconciliation  more 
iincere.  From  this  time  the  duke  abfolutely  renounced 
all  private  defigns,  and  fb  behaved  him'elf,  that  the 
king  afterwards  repofed  in  him  the  higheft  confidence, 
and  employ'd  him  in  his  moft  important  affairs. 

This  event  caus'd  great  reafoning  and  reflection, 
upon  the  intention  of  the  duke  of  Alayenne*  upon  his 
conduct  from  the  time  he  was  declared  the  head  of* 
the  league,  a'ter  the  death  of  his  two  brothers,  up-on 
the  opportunity  he  had  loft  of  making  a  treaty  with 
the  king,  which  mig;ht  have  been  more  advantagious  to 
him  and  his  family  •  and  the  conclusion  of  all  was, 
that  as  great  a  man,  and  as  experienced  an  officer  as 
he  was,  he  neither  knew  how  to  make  war  nor  peace 
as  he  ougHt. 

VOL.  IV,  Z  Aftcs 
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After  the  duke  of  Mayenm  was  returned  to  hi* 
obedience,  the  king  had  nothing  more  to  fear  from  the 
fide  of  Burgundy)  and  this  treaty  gave  him  an  op- 
portunity of  putting  an  end  to  the  troubles  in  jfYc- 
vence. 

The  duke  of  Ejpertim  refufed  to  quit  the  country, 
notvvithftanding  the  orders  of  the  court  j  and  tho* 
Zefiigwerez  and  the  duke  of  Gfiife  had  gained  great 
advantages  over  him,  he  (till  kept  the  field..  But  the 
duke  of  Gliije  had  another  defign,  which  he  thought 
to  execute,  before  he  engaged  more  vigoroufly  with 
his  competitor,  and  this  was  to  make  hirufelf  mafter  of 
A&rfttfes. 

The  town  was  govern 'd,  or  rather  ryranniz'd  over  by 
two  men,  one  of  them  named  Charles  of  Ca faux t  who 
was  chief  conful,  and  the  other  a  magiftrate,  named 
£e\t'is  cf  Aix>  who,  contrary  to  cuftom  and  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  towns-men,  had  kept  themfelves  for  fix 
years  in  thefe  employments,  by  the  fame  violences 
they  had  at  firft  obtained  them.  They  had  carried 
their  infolence  fo  far,  as  publickly  to  burn  the  king's 
picture.  All  their  iupport  lay  in  the  king  of  Spain* 
and  they  were  re£blved,  in  cafe  of  an  attack,  to  de- 
lirer  up  the  place  to  him.  They  had  even  the  fleet  of 
admiral  1)oria  in  the  port,  and  a  party  of  Sfa?iiji) 
foldiers  lodged  in  the  town. 

The  moft  honeft  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Marfeilles 
groaned  to  lee  they  were  fiibjecled  to  fb  baft  a  yoke  $ 
but  none  of  them  durft  venture'to  /hake  it  off,  fo  nar- 
rowly were  all  thofe  watched,  whom  they  fufpecled  of 
any  difaffeclion  ;  ib  that  the  town  did  not  recover  its 
liberty  by  their  means. 

The  author  of  it  was  ons  fPetey  Libenttt.  He  was 
a  native  of  Corfka,  and  of  great  authority  with  the 
two  tyrants  ;  inibmuch,  that  they  had  made  him  cap- 
tain of  the  'forte  Roy  ale,  which  was  the  only  gate  they 
kept  open  every  morning,  till  they  had  fent  out  their 
fcouts  for  intelligence  to  prevent  furprize.  This 
ftranger,  who  had  both  a  good  head,  and  a  good 
heart,  and  was  ftill  more  careful  of  hj,s  own  fortune 
than  that  of  his  patrons,  reflected  how  difficult-  it 
would  be  to  hold  out  againft  the  king's  power  and  all 
the  forces  of  the  province  ;  that,  fboner  or  later,  they 
oiudfall  either  by  open  force,  or  the  fccret  ambu fries, 

which- 
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which  were  every  day  laid  for  them,  and  that  their  j%  cj^ 
fall  would  draw  his  along  with  it ;  after  mature  de-  ,^5  ' 
liberation,  reiblved  to  treat  with  the  duke  ofGuifs  for 
the  delivery  of  the  town. 

The  feventh  of  February  was  appointed  for  th« 
execution.  The  duke  made  divers  inarches,  that  he 
might  take  away  all  fufpicion,  and  came  to  Marfeillel 
at  the  day  appointed,  and  fet  his  troops  in  order. 
Meafures  had  been  taken  for  feizing  upon  Cafaux  and 
Zew/5  d '  AiX)  who  never  failed  every  morning  to  vifit 
the  outfide  of  the  place,  and  what  lay  about  it.  At 
this  moment  Liber  tat  was  charged  to  let  down  the  port- 
cullis of  the  port-royal  to  fhut  them  out,  and  at  the 
lame  time  the  troops  of  the  duke  of  Guife  were  dif- 
pofed  to  furround  and  feize  upon  them  :  But  by  mis- 
fortune  Cflfattx  being  taken  ill  in  the  night,  he  chanc'd 
not  to  go  out  that  morning.  There  was  only  Lewis 
£Aix,  who  made  the  ufual  vifit  with  his  musketeers 
on  horfeback.  He  perceived  certain  horfe  at  a  diftance, 
againft  whom  he  detach'd  the  moft  refolute  of  his 
troops,  who  fell  upon  them  very  briskly. 

The  duke  of  Guije  obferving  this,  and  that  there 
were  no  other  fignals  given  from  the  town,  thought  the 
enterprize  had  been  difcovered,  and  was  in  doubt 
whether  he  mould  not  retire,  when  word  was  brought 
him  that  the  port-cullis  was  down.  Upon  which'he 
advanced  fbme  of  his  troops  towards  the  town  $  but 
they  no  fooner  appeared,  than  the  cannon  of  the  ram- 
part, and  the  fort  of  Notre-'Dame  de  la  Garde  began 
to  play  upon  them,  and  obliged  them  to  retire  to  the 
plain  of  S.  Michael.  This  confirmed  the  duke  in  the 
notion  that  he  was  betrayed  }  however,  he  was  not 
Over  eager  in  making  his  retreat,  and  only  put  himlelf 
in  a  condition  to  repulfe  the  garrifon  in  cafe  of  a 
fally. 

Libertat  in  the  mean  while,  considering  the  danger 
he  was  in,  loft  no  time,  and  acted  the  part  of  a  man 
of  refolution.  He  was  perfuaded  that  Lewis  of  Jitf 
being  without,  if  he  could  but  get  rid  of  Cafaux>  who 
remained  in  the  town,  the  royal ifts  and  the  people, 
feeing  themlelves  delivered  from  both,  would  join 
him  againft  the  Spaniards,  and  the  relt  of  the  fac- 
tion. 

Zi  •'  He 
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jj  <£  He  fent  to  teii  Cafaiix,  that  his  prc fence  was  ne- 
i  -6."  cefifary  at  the  <Pone-Royc.ley  and  befought  him  to  come 
thither  immediately.  Cajaux  came  forthwith,  at- 
tended by  twelve  mufqueteers.  Libtrtat,  who  had 
only  two  of  his  brothers  with  him,  and  two  of  his 
coulins,  ilood  between  the  two  gates,  with  his  (word 
in  his  hand.  Cafattx  addreffmg  himfelt  to  him,  Well, 
Captain,  fays  he,  What  is  the  matter  ?  Wtoy^  M.  le 
Cbnful)  replies  Libertaty  this  is  the  infurr eflion  you  were 
feutfsr  tojee-j  and  at  the  fame  time  ga-ve  him  a  blow 
with  his  Iword  a-crols  the  body,  and  laid  him  upon 
the  ground.  The  mufqueteers,  who  guarded  Cafawx9 
put  themielves  upon  their  defence,  and  gave  Libertat 
leveral  blows  j  but  he,  and  the  four  who  attended 
him,  charged  them  with  fo  much  vigor,  that  after 
having  killed  the  iergeanr,  he  put  them  to  flight,  and 
immediately  cried  our,  Long  live  the  king.  The  peo- 
ple, in  thefurpme,  anftvered*  in  the  fame  cry,  which 
pafled  from  ftreet  to  ftrect,  and  fevsral  royalifts  came 
in  arms  to  join  Libertat.  The  noife  which  was  made 
in  the  town,  caufed  Le-ivis  4'  dix  to  bend  his  courfe 
thither,  but  finding  the  portcullis  down,  he  plainly 
faw  that  things  went  ill  5  but  in  hopes  to  provide  a 
remedy,  and  refolving  to  peri/h  in  the  attempt  if  he 
did  not,  he  went  to  the  foot  of  the  wall,  where  five 
hundred  Spaniards  were  ported,  caufecl  himfelf  to 
be  drawn  up  with  cords,  and  at  the  head  of  four 
hundred  of  his  faftion,  he  marched  toward  the  ^Porte- 
Royvl\  He  was  repulfed  by  Libert  at  y  and  went  to 
fecure  himfelf  in  the  Corps  dt  Garde  of  the  town- 
houfe. 

•  During  this  tumuli,  Libertat  fenf  captain  finperiate 
to  the  duke  of  Gitife,  to  inform  him  of  what  had 
•paflfed,  and  prefled  him  to  make  hafte  to  his  affiihnce: 
The  duke  let  forward  with  all  his  horfe,  whom  the 
foot  followed  as  faft  as  they  could,  and  the  portcullis 
being  taken  up,  he  leired  on  the  gate. 

Lewis  £ Aix  was  fortunate  enough  to  make  his 
efcape,  and  lay  concealed1  fome  days  in  the  country, 
till  at  faft,  for  the  reward  of  a  'gold  chain,  and  a 
turquife,  a  fifherman  carried  him  in  his  boat  to  the 
fleet  of  admiral  %)orij,  who  feeing  the  town  loft,  had 
put  to  fea.  Thus  was  this  confiderable  place  reduced 
ta  the  king's  obedience.  When  his  majefty  learnt  the 
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news  of  what  had  happened,  he  laid,  with  an  air  of  ^  ff)t 
joy,  'tis  noiv  I  am  king.    And  indeed,  16  long  as  this    15-96.* 
haven  was  open  to  the  Spaniard,  and  the  duke  of  Sa-  ^x'V 
voyt    he  had  always  ground  to  be  apprehensive  of 
danger. 

The  duke  of  Qwfe  gave  Libertat,  immediately,  by 
way  of  recompense,  the  Viguiers-Iiaff,  and  offices  to 
his  relations  and  friends.  His  majefty,  not  long  after, 
confirmed  him  in  this  employment,  and  added  to  it 
the  command  of  two  gallics,  with  that  of  the  *Porte- 
Rcyalet  and  the  fort  of  Notre-jDame  4e  la  Garde.  The 
cxtraordioary  a&ion  he  had  performed  was  ingraven 
upon  a  marble;  and  a  copper  plate,  and  was  placed  in 
the  town-houSe,  and  the  next  year  after  his  death  they 
erected  a  ftatue  to  him  in  the  fame  place. 

The  taking  of  Marfeil.'es  was  alib  a  blow  which 
humbled  the  high  fpirit  of  the  duke  of  Efpernw% 
who  having  alfo  loft  S.  jTropes,  was  obliged  mtirely 
to  quit  the  field.  M.  de  Roqnelaure,  who  had  ever 
been  hi«  friend,  made  his  peace  with  the  king,  who, 
for  private  reaibns,  gave  him  ftill  the  government  ot 
JJmofm,  by  way  of  recommence  for  that  oSTrovence  $ 
the  Situation  of  his  affairs  obliging  him  to  ma- 
nage otherwise  than  at  another  time  he  would  have 
done. 

The  joy  which  the  king  received  from  this  fucceCs 
in  tproveme,  was  allayed  by  the  di/grace  that  befcl 
him  in  'Picardy. 

The  archduke  Albert  of  Au^rla^  though  then  *  car- 
dinal, was  come  into  the  Low-Countries,  to  take  upon 
him  the  government,  which  the  count  of  Fuentes 
only  held  till  his  arrival.  As  he  brought  with  him  a 
very  large  body  of  excellent  troops,  he  thought  of 
fignalizing  his  government  by  fome  important  ex- 
pedition- 

His  firft  view  was  to  raife  the  blockade  of  La  Feret 
which  was  hard  preflTed ;  but  not  venturing  to  ha- 
zard a  battle  againft  an  army  where  the  king  com- 
manded in  perfon,  he  refblved  upon  a  diversion.  After 
fcveral  marches  and  countermarches,  he  fixed  at  laft 
upon  the  liege  of  Calais.  2)u  Rofne,  one  of  the  four 
marcfchals  of  the  league,  who,  as  I  have  already  men- 
tiond,  had  taken  the  red-lcarf,  and  would  fbon  have 
quitted  it  if  it  had  been  in  his  power,*was  not  only  the 
2  3  author 
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2>.  author,  but  alio  the  principal  executor  of  this  impor- 
tant  entcrprize. 

Vidoffan  was  governor  of  Calais,  a  man  of  refolu- 
tion,  but  without  experience  in  the  defence  of  a  town, 
and  one  who  had  fought  more  to  inrich  himfelf  by  com-: 
merce  and  contribution,  than  to  put  the  town  in  a  con- 
dition of  a  vigorous  defence,  inlbmuch  that  he  was 
mightily  furprized.  1)u  Rofne  prefently  made  himfelf 
mailer  of  the  bridge  c&Nieulai,  and  afterwards  of  Ris- 
V0.ii.  The  inhabitants  in  a  confternation  prefled  the 
governor  to  furrender,  and  he  had  not  authority 
enough  to  keep  them  within  the  bounds  of  duty  :  He 
beat  a  parley,  and  retired  into  the  caftle.  The  caftle 
was  vigoroufly'attack'd,  and  carried  by  an  aflaulf,  on 
the  twenty-fourth  of  April.  Vidoffan  fell,  like  a  brave 
man,  in  the  breach,  and  by  this  means  e/caped  the 
punifhment  he  deferved.  This  conqueft  did  not  take 
up  the  archduke  above  fifteen  days. 

2?«  Rofnc  propoied,  in  council,  the  fiege  of  j4r- 
(ires,  and  his  advice  was  followed  by  the  archduke, 
againit.  the  opinion  of  the  majority  who  were  pre- 
ient;  however,  he  carried  his  purpoie,  and  took  the 
place.  The  count  de  'Belin,  who  was  formerly  zea- 
lous for  the  league,  was  accuied  of  having  iiirrendred, 
either  through  treachery,  or  negligence.  This  gave 
the  king  a  frefli  uneafinefs,  who  but  the  day  before 
was  become  mafler  of  La  Fere,  and  was  preparing  to 
march  againft  the  Sfaniardst  and  raife  the  fiege  of 
Mm. 

No  other  confiderable  enterprises  fell  out  upon 
the  frontiers  of  cPicfi'/'.iy\  and  th»  Lffuo-CcuntricSi  aVter 
the  month  of  May,  when  Ardrcs,  was  taken  by  the 
Spaniards,  and  La  Fere  by  the  king.  There  was  then 
made  alfo  a  new  treaty  of  alliance  offenfive  and  de- 
fenfive  between  France,  England,  and  Holland,  againft 
Spain. 

About  this  time  a  legate  from  the  pope  arrived  in 
France i  and  was  received  with  very  great  honours. 
This  legate  was  cardinal  Alexander  de  Medicis.  He 
was  a  man  of  probity  and  wifdom,  of  moderation  and 
integrity,  and  of  a  free  open  temper.  By  thefe  quali- 
fications he  became  not  only  very  agreeable,  but  alfb 
very  uieful  to  the  king.  They  both  afted  in  concert, 
and  the  legate,  according  to  his  inftruftions,  propofed 
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only  two  ends  in  the  exerciie  of  his  legatine  power :  ^.  <2). 
The  one  was,  to  fee  that  the  Icing  performed  -the  pro-  " 

miles  made  .at  his  abfblution,  and  the  other,  to  pre- 
vent  the  remains  of  the  league  from  railing  new  trou- 
bles in  the  kingdom,  and  to  reduce  luch  of  them  as 
fhould  ftill  endeavour  to  keep  up  the  party,  to  the 
obedience  due  to  their  righful  foveraign. 

The  fecond  article  concerned  only  the  duke  of  Mer- 
cceur*  The  legate  wrote  to  him,  and  let  him  know, 
that  if  he  did  not  return  to  his  duty,  he  might  ex- 
j>e6r.  an  excommunication  from  the  holy  fee.  For  be- 
ing conftantly  follicited,  and  fupported  by  the  king  of, 
Spain*  and  poflefTed  with  the  vaft  projects  his  ambi- 
tion had  contrived,  he  continued  to  form  delays.  2)z* 
^PlefJls-Momfiy^  who  was  principally  employed  in  the 
conduct  of  this  affair,  gave  notice  of  it  to  the  king, 
and  aflured  him  that  the  only  means  of  reducing  the 
duke,  would  be  for  his  majefty  to  come  into  'Brit- 
tany at  the  head  of  his  troops.  But  the  inroads  the 
Spaniards  had  made  into  cPicafAy\  did  not  allow  him. 
to  remove  from  thence  to  fb  great  a  diiknce ;  and 
he  was  not  in  a  condition  to  make  ufc  of  this  expedi- 
ent till  above  a  year  after, 

One  of  the  greateft  misfortunes  the  king's  ill  fuc- 
cefs  in  ficardy  had  produced,  was  the  inlblence  of 
the  hugonots,  who  became  daily  more  and  more  un- 
traftable,  as  they  (aw  his  majefty  was  not  in  a  con- 
dition to  contain  them  within  the  bounds  of  duty. 

They  called  an  aflembly  in  form  by  their  own  au- 
thority, and  in  opposition  to  the  king,  where  the  de-. 
puties  of  the  fevcral  churches  of  the  kingdom  met 
together  :  They  made  regulations,  feized  upon  the 
money,  which  had  been  collected  by  the  receivers  of 
the  province,  to  fupport  the  garrifons  which  had  been 
granted  them  during  the  civil  wars,  by  way  of  fecu- 
rity.  They  made  deputations  to  the  king  with 
luch  demands  as  he  could  not  grant  without  difbbliging 
all  the  catholicks:  They  abolifhed  the  mafs  in  all 
places  where  they  were  ftrongeft,  and  this  in  direct 
contradiction  to  the  edifts  of  pacification. 

The  king  took  care  to  reprefent  to  them  the  con- 

fequences  of  the  demands  thev  made  him,  his  own 

inability  to  grartf  them,  the  ill  fituation  of  his  affairs 

upon  the  frontier*  of  <Pkardy,  and  how  the  enemy 

It  made 
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jj  2)  niade  their  advantage  of  the  divifion,  which  their 
~  '  5  '  opinionatry  and  itifrn«is  cauied  in  the  kingdom  5  the 
^^/^ys-'  concetti ons  he  made  upon  fome  particular  points  gave 
them  no  f  atisfadion,  and  the  aiiembiy  of  fandome  an- 
fwered  the  fieur  ae  Vic^  and  de  Caugnon^  whom  the 
king  had  fent  to  reduce  them  to  realon,  with  the 
utmoft  infolence,  "  That  they  could  not  be  fatisfied 
"  with  the  faid  anfwers,  neither  in  point  of  religion, 
"  juftice,  nor  fecuriry  j  and  that  the  oppreflion  they 
"  generally  fuffered,  obliged  them  to  leek  iome  rc- 
"  drefs  in  themfelves,  if  the  council  would  not  take 
*'  care  to  provide  for  them. " 

Thefe  laft  words,  I'hat  they  Jbotdd  be  obliged  to  feek 
fcr  fome  redrefi  in  themfelves^  plainly  fhewed  their 
defign  of  having  recourle  to  arms,  and  forming  an 
infurreftion,  and  the  refolution  they  took  of  leaving 
Vendcme^  and  removing  the  aflembly  to  Sawnnr^  by 
their  own  authority,  where  they  would  be  nearer  the 
places  they  were  mafters  of  beyond  the  JLoire,  abun- 
dantly confirmed  it. 

#f-£-iy$7  This  was  the  iituation  of  affairs  when  the  unfortu- 
nate news  was  brought  of  the  lurprize  of  Amiens  by 
the  Spaniards.  The  negligence  of  the  citizens,  and 
their  abfolute  refuial  to  admit  a  ^r//?|arrilon,  which 
the  king  would  have  fent  them,  under  pretence  of 
their  privileges,  brought  upon  them  this  misfortune. 

The  contriver  of  this  defign  was  Hernand  Tettto 
'Porto  Carrero,  governor  of  'Dottrlens,  who  carried  it 
on  with  a  great  deal  of  judgment,  and  executed  it 
very  fuccefsfully,  and  the  archduke,  by  way  of  re- 
compencr,  made  him  governor  of  Amiens.  This 
event  might  have  been  attended  with  fuch  fatal  cnn- 
fequences,  as  in  iuch  a  conjuclure  would  have  fhock'd 
the  courage  of  a  perfon  of  lefs  refblurion  than  his 
majefty  5  but  being  thoroughly  fenfible  of  the  mis- 
fortune, he  applied  himfelf  to  provide  a  remedy. 

Hi$  defign  was  tq  recover  Jlmiens,  but  this  could 

>icmeircide^ot  ^e  ^one  without  a  great  deal  of  money.     The 

Sully,  j.  i.  baron  de  Rojki,  who  was  counfellor  of  the  finances, 

c-  74«         furni/hed  him  with  a  ftipply,  and  this  procured  him 

the  fuperintendance  of  the  finances,  which  his  ma- 

jefty  had  defigned  him  of  along  time. 

The  king,  aflured  of  this  fuccour,  fet  out  from  Va- 
fr;,  a  few  days  after,  to  iecure  the  frontiers.  Thp 

marefchaj 
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mtrefchal  de  Sirou  began  the  blockade  of  Amitm 
with  four  thouiand  men,  and  the  king  having  paffed 
the  Somwe,  fell  fhort  of  iurprizing  Arras  by  a  mis- 
fortune,  which  fell  out  thus.  After  he  had  feized 
upon  the  draw-bridges,  and  had  broken  the  two  gate* 
with  a  petard,  the  perion  employed  to  blow  up  the 
porr-cullis  was  ilain,  and  beat  back  into  the  fofle  by 
the  ftones  which  fell  from  above  the  gate,  and  this 
gave  time  to  the  garrilon,  and  townlmen,  to  put 
themielves  upon  their  defence,  and  the  king  was 
oliged  to  retire. 

His  greateft  difficulty  arofe  from  the  hugonot?, 
who  made  uleofthis  conjuncture  to  demand  of  him 
flill  more  than  they  had  hitherto  done,  and  deputed 
to  him  Cojiftans,  governor  of  Marans,  not  only  to 
report  their  demands,  but  allb  openly  to  threaten  war 
in  cafe  of  refufal.  The  king  heard  his  audacious 
harangue  with  the  moderation,  thefe  frequent  infults, 
ibmetimes  from  the  hugonots,  and  fometimes  from 
the  catholicks,  had  accutiomed  him  to  for  fb  many 
years,  and  fent  back  the  deputies  with  general  aflu- 
rances,  that  provided  the  calvinifts  would  continue 
faithful  to  him,  they  ihould  always  find  him  a  pro- 
teclor,  and  a  father.  He  was  then  perfectly  con- 
vinced that  the  duke  of  Bouillon  was  the  principal 
author  of  all  thefe  troubles,  as  being  defirous  to  be- 
come head  of  the  party  $  and  he  no  longer  doubted 
of  it,  after  having  invited  both  him  and  the  duke 
de  la  T'rimouille  Jo  the  fiege  of  Amiens,  and  they 
both  refilled  to  come. 

In  the  mean  time  the  king  had  begun  to  lay 
liege  to  Amiens,  which  was  long  attended  with  doubt- 
ful fuccefs  j  but,  at  laft,  by  his  vigilance,  conftancy, 
and  valour,  he  carried  his  point,  to  his  eternal 
honour. 

The  archduke  came  to  releafe  it  at  the  head  of  a 
numerous  army,   but  the  king  having  offered  him  bat- 
tle, he  refufed  to  accept  ir.     He  retired  from  Amiens ^ 
and  upon  his  retreat  the  town  was  furrendred.     'Porto  Kift  ietrf, 
C&rrfro  was  flain  during  the  courfe  of  the  fiege.  It  was diguierw  1 6. 
no  fmall  advantage  to  the  king,  that  by  his  negotia-  ch.  j. 
tions  for  fix  or  feven  months  paft,  he  had  prevented  the 
hugonots  from  running  into  the  laft  extravagances; 

and 
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A.  1).  and  after  this  congueft,  he  found  himfelf  in  a  condi' 
1797.'    tion  to  be  lefs  apprehenfive  of  them. 

Whilft  all  this  pafted  upon  the  frontier  of  the  king- 
dom, M.  de  Luxembourg  went  to  Rome  as  ambafla- 
dor  extraordinary  from  the  king,  and  there  made  a 
compliment  of  his  obedience  to  the  pope,  who  from 
that  time  was  ferkmfly  inclined  to  form  a  peace  be- 
tween the  two  kings.  The  general  of  the  Cordelier '5, 
whom  he  had  fent  into  Spain  upon  this  affair,  to  in- 
form hitnfelt  of  the  intentions  of  king  'Philip  the  fc- 
cond,  returned  from  his  journey,  and  brought  word 
that  his  majefty  confemed  to  a  treaty  of  peace 
between  him  and  the  king  of  France :  And  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  orders  which  the  archduke  had  re- 
ceived hereupon,  he  fent  the  prefidenr  Richardct  to 
the  frontiers,  to  hold  a  conference  there  with  monfieur 
de  Villeroy.  M.  de  Sillery  was  alfo  gone  into  'Pied- 
ynont^  to  the  duke  of  Savoy^  with  the  fame  defign, 
who  notwithftanding  made  great  preparations  for 
war. 

Thefe  preparations  of  the  duke  of  Savoy  obliged 
M.  de  Lcfdiguieres  to  leave  the  court,  who  returned 
into  \DMtphiny  with  the  titles  of  the  king's  lieutenant 
of  the  province,  and  lieutenant  general  of  the  armies 
in  Savoy  and  (piedmont ',  and  with  his  ufiial  diligence 
prevented  the  duke,  made  himfelf  matter  of  S.  jfoku 
tie  Maurienne,  and  the  paflage  of  mount  Cenis. 

The  duke  of  Savoy  came  to  Montmellan,  and  drew 
up  his  army  at  Conflans^  and  gave  the  command  of 
it  to  the  count  Martimiiguc.  Lefdigtiicm  catne  by 
night  to  the  bridge  of  Montmelian^  which  he  broke 
on  the  fide  of  France^  that  he  might  be  able,  as  he 
did,  to  feize  upon  la  Rocfofe,  the  tower  CkarbonnicrCt 
and  certain  other  caftles,  and  to  prevent  the  duke  of 
Savoy  from  eafily  making  any  farther  inroad  on  that 
fide. 

When  the  duke  of  Savoy  had  got  all  his  troops  to- 
gether, to  the  number  of  feven  thoufand  foot,  and 
between  feven  or  eight  hundred  horle,  finding  him- 
felf much  ftronger  than  Lefdiguieres,  his  army  pafifed 
the  Jfere  over  a  bridge,  which  he  had  built  with  de- 
fign  to  feize  upon  fPoncanast  and  by  that  means  to 
enter  into  <Dduphiny. 
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Lcfdiguiercs  advanced  towards  him,  and  formed  fo  ^f  2?r 
flrong  an  intrenchment,  that  the  duke  durll  not  ven-  15-97. 
ture  to  attack  him.  The  armies  were  five  days  in 
fight  of  each  other,  and  frequent  skirmi/hes,  in  the 
mean  while,  pafled  between  them  j  but  the  duke  be- 
ginning to  want  provifions,  refolved  upon  the  attack 
of  Lejdiguieres's  camp. 

The  attack  was  made  with  a  great  deal  of  vigour, 
but  very  unfortunately  for  the  duke  of  Savoy.  He  Had 
between  one  thoufand  and  twelve  hundred  of  his  men 
killed  or  wounded  to  no  manner  of  purpofe,  partly  in 
the  attack,  and  partly  in  the  retreat,  where  he  was 
briskly  purfued. 

This  campaign  was  little  elfe  than  a  continued  ferie* 
of  defeats  in  the  duke's  army.  Being  defirous  to 
nuke  a  diverfion  in  the  Brianconnois,  #Ife-Rofanst 
who  commanded  in  Exiles,  defeated  colonel  'Pcnttis, 
and  killed  him  twelve  hundred  of  his  men.  La  'Beau- 
men  d'Oftun  and  S.  fars,  gained  a  victory  over  five 
hundred  horfe  in  Grefivaudan  5  two  hundred  horfe 
were  (lain  in  the  action,  and  eighty  were  taken  pri- 
ibners,  amongft  whom  were  leveral  perfbns  of  quality, 
and  the  count  of  Safins  among  the  reft,  who  had  the 
command. 

The  Savoyards  were  again  beaten  near  Barcelonette, 
and  afterwards  at  Romans  in  ^Daiipkiny^  where  th* 
duke  expected  to  have  lurpriz'd  the  citadel.  After  all 
thefe  exploits,  the  winter  obliged  the  two  armies  to 
quit  the  field,  the  duke  being  more  determined  than 
ever,  by  the  ill  luccefs  of  this  year's  war,  to  make  peace 
as  foon  as  might  be. 

The  raking  of  Amiens  began  to  make  the  hugonots 
fbmewhat  more  traftable.  The  king  fpoke  to  them  in 
another  tone,  than  he  had  formerly  done.  He  forbid 
their  afltmblies,  and  declared,  that  the  next  fpring 
he  would  march  into  'Brittany  at  the  head  of  an  army, 
to  exterminate  the  remains  of  the  league. 

As  'Brittany  lies  near  to  foitwiy  the  hugonots  of 
that  province  were  very  apprehenfive,  that  part  of  the 
tempeft,  which  hung  over  the  neighbouring  country, 
would  fall  upon  them.  For  this  reafbn,  they  kept 
themfelves  within  bounds,  nor  were  there  wanting 
feveral  gentlemen  among  them,  who  made  their  court 
to  the  king,  at  the  expence  of  the  reft,  and  revealed  to 

him 
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j^.  2).    him  fuch   fecrets,  as  he  improved  to  his  advantage. 
15-98.     This  plainly  let  the  king  iee,  of  what  importance  it 
V-^v  ^->  was  to  him,  that  he  had  recovered  Amiens. 

The  king  did  not  delay  to  put  in  execution  what  he 

Mwtwiresdehaa1  given  out,  concerning  his  expedition  into  Brittany* 

Sully,  i.  j.  jj£  app0;nteci  tne  conneitable  de  Montmorenci  to  guard 

the  frontiers  of ficardy^   and  left  with  him  a  body  of 

Hx  thoufand  foot  and  twelve  hundred  horfe,  and  on 

the  eighteenth  of  February  he  let  forward,  at  the 

head  of  twelve  thoutand  foot  and  two  thoufand  horfe, 

and  twelve  pieces  of  ordnance. 

He  had  hardly  begun  his  march,  before  he  learn'd, 
by  experience,  what  the  'British  lords  of  his  party 
had  frequently  told  him,  That  his  prefence  alone 
would  fuffice  to  make  the  rebels  return  to  their  obe- 
dience.  The  governors  of  the  feveral  places  in  da- 
ion,  'Pottos  and  the  lefler  Brittany  t  whom  the  duke 
of  Mercaur  had  kept  in  his  party,  came,  or  fent  to 
meet  the  king,  and  atfured  him  of  their  refolution 
to  put  the  places  they  held  into  his  majefty's  hands, 
and  this  indeed  they  performed  without  any  delay. 

The  duke  of  Mercctur  had  come  but  poorly  off  the 
foregoing  year  with  the  marefchal  ds  Brijjacy  who 
commanded  the  king's  troops  in  Brittany.  For  tho' 
this  lord  had  but  very  few  foldiers,  he  had,  notwith- 
flanding,  made  a  confiderable  flaughter  in  feveral 
fmall  battles,  where  he  always  came  off  with  ad- 
Tanta^ej  but  the  duke  affrighted  with  all  thefc 
defertions,  and  defpairing  to  hold  out  againft  the 
king's  army,  which  had  already  wrought  fuch  terri-. 
ble  effjfts  by  its  bare  approach,  took  the  fecurefl 
method  to  avoid  his  utter  ruin.  He  applied  himfelf 
to  the  marchionefs  of  Monceaux,  to  whom  he  knew 
the  king  could  deny  nothing,  and  having  obtained,  by 
her  means,  a  paflport  for  the  duchefs  his  wife,  he 
fent  her  to  rfageTS,  where  the  king  then  was. 

The  firft  propofition,  by  which  /he  demanded,  that 
the  government  of  Brittany  fliould  remain  in  the 
hands  of  the  duke  her  husband,  wa.s  rejected.  She 
thrn  made  a  fecond,  which  was  the  marriage  of  her 
only  daughter  with  Cffar  Monjieur  (it  was  thus  they 
called  the  king's  fbn  by  the  marchione/s  of  Men- 
ceaux}  and  that  upon  his  marriage  the  government 
Diould  be  given,  to  the  young  prince.  The  condition 

was 
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was  too  advantageous  to  the  marchionefs  of  Monceaux  j%.  2>. 
not  to  be  accepted  of.  There  were  feveral  other  ar- 
ticles, by  which  the  king,  the  duke,  the  dutchefs,  and 
the  marchionefs  of  Mottceattx,  heaped  riches  upon  the 
youn^  couple,  who  were  afterwards  to  come  together. 
By  this  means  fuch  large  pofleffions  were  conferred 
on  the  hou-fe  of  Vendorne. 

After  this  treaty  the  duke  of  Mtrcawr  refigned  hia 
government  of  'Urittany  in  form,  and  fubmitted  to 
the  king,  and  by  his  fubmiflion  the  league  was  intirely 
deftroyed  j  for  the  port  of  ttlavet,  which  the  Spa- 
niards kept  ftill  in  their  hands  fbme  months  after, 
was  no  longer  of  any  afliftance  to  it. 

The  treaty  with  the  duke  of  Mercceur  being  con- 
cluded at  Angers,  his  majefty,  that  he  might  finifh. 
the  affair,  marched  into  Brittany,  where  he  was  hardly 
known  but  by  the  reoutatron  of  his  valour.  His  pre- 
fence  mightily  encreafed  the  idea  which-  the  Britons 
had  conceived  of  him  ;  and  the  ftates,  of  their  own 
motion,  made  him  a  prefent  of  800  thouC.nd  crowns. 
After  he  had  tarried  fome  time  at  Renne ',  the  canital 
of  the  province,  he  went  to  Nantes  to  put  an  end  to 
the  bunnefs  of  the  hugonots,  which  he  did  by  the 
famous  edicl  called  the  edicl  of  Nantet,  from  the  name 
of  the  town  where  h  was  made. 

This  edift  was,  in  feveral  articles,  very  favourable 
to  the  hugonots,  for  which  reafbn  the  parliament  made 
feveral  remonftrances  to  the  king  to  excufe  their  con- 
firming it $  but  in  the  laft  audience  his  majefty  gave 
to  the  deputies  of  the  parliament  of  Paris  upon  this 
fubjeft,  he  fpoke  to  them  with  fo  much  force,  and 
made  it  appear  by  fiich  evident  reafons,  that  this  edi& 
'was  not  only  neceflary  for  the  tranquillity  of  the  ftate, 
but  alfb  for  the  good  of  religion  itself,  that  they  fub- 
mitted  and  confirmed  it.  The  other  parliaments  fol- 
lowed the  example  of  the  parliament  of  'Paris* 

During  the  king's  progi-eft  into  Brittany,  the  treaty 
of  peace  between  the  two  crowns  advanced  very  much 
at  Ver-vins,  a  fmall  town  of  Ticar-'y  in  La  T^eracbe, 
which  they  had  made  choice  of  for  this  important  ne- 
gotiation. The  plenipotentiaries  of  France  were  mefli- 
eurs  de  Bcllievre,  and  Sillfry  5  thofe  of  Spam  were 
the  prefident  Ricbardot,  general  7^*75,  and  the  fieur 
The  conferences  were  made  in  the  pre- 

fenct 
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A.  2).   fence  of  the  legate,  the  nuncio,  and  F, 
15-98.    Catalagirom  general  of  the  Cordeliers,   who  had  be- 
*-^V^^  gun  this  affair  in  Spain  by  order  from  the  pope;     The 
treaty  was  happily  concluded,  and  given  into  the  hands 
of  the  legate  on  the  fecond  of  May. 

By  this  treaty  the  king  of  Spain  reftored  to  Frfinc6 
whatever  he  had  taken  upon  the  frontiers,  viz.  Calais^ 
Jlrdres,  Montuhn,  'Dotirlens,  la  Capelle,  and  la  Ca- 
(lelet-y  the  king,  on  his  fide,  gave  only  to  the  king  of 
Spain  the  free  pofleflion  of  the  county  of  Charolois,  to 
be  held  by  him,  and  his  fucceffors,  in  fee  of  the  crown 
of  France. 

The  duke  of  Savoy,  who  could  hardly  get  leave 
that  his  plenipotentiaries  fhould  be  received  at  the 
conferences,  obliged  himfelf  to  reftore  the  town  and 
caftle  of  Bern  to  the  king,  which  he  ftill  held  in  'Pro- 
vence j  and  for  the  other  differences,  they  were  fub- 
mitted  to  the  judgment  of  the  pope,  who  engaged  to 
put  an  end  to  them  in  a  year's  time.  This  treaty,  in 
which  the  king  had  all  he  laid  claim  to,  without 
making  any  conceflions  on  his  fide,  could  not  be  other- 
wife  than  very  glorious  to  him. 

Not  long  after,  M.  d'Ojfat  prevailed  upon  the  grand 
duke  to  give  back  the  ifle  and  caftle  of  If,  the 
ifle  of  fommegue  (two  iflands  of  Provence}  which 
he  had  got  into  his  poffeffion  during  the  civil  wars, 
Infbmuch  that  the  king  was  become  mafter  of  all  his 
kingdom,  and  had  nothing  more  to  do,  than  to  pro- 
vide a  remedy  for  the  diforders  which  had  been  caufed 
by  fuch  long  wars. 

The  peace  being  fecured  between  the  two  crowns, 
'twas  followed  by  feveral  marriages  of  the  princes 
and  princefles.  Amongft  the  reft,  madam  Catherine 
of  Bourbon,  the  king's  flfter,  was  married  to  the  duke 
of  Starr,  and  the  archduke  Albert  to  the  infanta  Clara 
J&igema,  daughter  of  'Philip  the  fecond,  who  died 
this  year  1598,  in  the  month  of  September ;  and  the 
lifter  of 'Philip  the  third  then  reigning,  who  confirmed 
the  ceffion  of  his  right  to  the  Lotv-Cottntries,  which 
his  father  had  defigned  for  the  princefs. 

The  cardinal  of  Florence,  the  pope's  le'gate,  fet  out 
about  the  end  of  Jluguft  upon  his  return  to  Rome, 
loaden  with  the  bleffings  of  the  people  of  France  for 
the  peace  of  Vervins^  and  the  honours  which  the  king 
conferred  upon  him.  The 


The  Reign  of  H  E  N  R  Y  IV.  ?  5  * 

The  departure  of  the    legate  was    followed  fbme   JJ.  %)r 
months  after  with  that  of  the  prefident  de  &lleryr    1^98. 
who,    upon  the  return  of  the  duke  of  Luxembourg  sX^yr^ 
was  fent  ambuffador  to  Rome  to   negociate  two   im- 
portant affairs   in  concert  with  M.  dy  Oj/hr,  who,   on 
the  third  of  March,  was  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  a 
cardinal. 

The  two  affairs  the  prefident  de  Sillery  was  charged d.J>.\5<)<) 
with,  were  the  bulineis  of  the  marquifate  de  Saluces^. 
which  was  fubmitted  to  the  arbitration  of  the  pope, 
and  the  diflblution  of  the  marriage  between  the  king 
and  queen  Margaret,  lifter  to  the  late  king  Henry 
the  third. 

As  the  two  parties  confented  to  the  diflblution  of  the 
marriage,  there  was  no  farther  difficulty  than  to  prove 
that  the  queen  was  forced  to  it  by  the  violence  of  her 
brother  king  Charles  the  ninth,  and  to  fhew  the  fbli- 
dity  of  the  other  reafons,  upon  which  the  requeft  was 
granted.  The  pope  obferved  all  requifite  forms  5  there 
were  a  great  number  of  witnefles,  and  very  proper 
ones  too,  who  attefted  the  violence,  and  tne  affair 
was  concluded  to  the  king's  fatisfa&ion. 

As  to  the  article  of  the  marquifate  of  Saluces,  it 
was  not  fb  eafily  decided.  There  was  a  com-promifer 
between  the  king  and  the  duke,  to  refer  themfelves  to 
the  pope's  arbitration,  and  the  term  of  the  execution 
fell  upon  the  month  of  May.  It  was  with  great  diffi- 
culty the  duke  expofed  himfelf  to  the  danger  of  being 
difpoflefled.  He  form'd  delays  as  long  as  he  could, 
but  not  being  able  to  put  off  the  bufinefs  any  longer, 
he  laid,  he  would  go  treat  with  the  king  himfelf,  and 
throw  his  perfbnal  intereft  into  his  majefty's  hands^ 
This  promife  of  a  journey  was  looked  on  as  a  pretence 
to  gain  longer  time :  However,  he  undertook  it  at  laft, 
though  it  was  not  'till  fome  months  after. 

In  the  mean  time  there  happened  a  great  many 
changes  at  court.  The  chancellor  de  Chiverni  died, 
and  was  fucceeded  by  a  perfon  of  merit,  *Powfonius 
de  Bellievre,  who  filled  his  place  to  advantage.  Henry 
duke  of  JbyeJtfe,  and  marefchal  of  France,  infpired 
by  God,  'returned  to  a  convent  of  capuchins,  which  he 
had  been  obliged  to  leave,  in  order  to  put  himfelf  at 
the.  head  of  the  league  in  Lavguedoc* 
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Gcbrlelh  d'  Eflrees^  marchionefs  de  A'onceaux,    and 
dutchefs  of  Beaufort,  was  taken  out  of  the  world  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  gave  room  to  feveral  difcourfes  and 
reflexions,  and  made  her  falvation  much  doubted  of. 
The  king  was  extremely  aitec~ted  with  it  ;  but  his  ma- 
jeily  being  encompaiTed  by  a  fet  of  people,  who  knew 
his  weaknefs,  they  ufed  all  forts  or  artifice  to  engage 
him  in  other  amours,  and  hoping  to  have  a  fhare  in 
his  favour  and  confidence  by  means  of  a  new  miftrefs, 
they  caufed  him  to  fall  into  the  fnare.  He  fuffered  him- 
Memoires  Je  felt  to   be    charmed   by   madamoifelle  d*  Entrag2test 
Sully,  T.  i-an(j  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  promife  her  marriage  under 
**  *2*         his  hand,   which  afterwards  created  him   very  great 

T  rv          1     -  •*        O 

difficulties. 

In  the  meanwhile,  what  they  never  could  have  believ- 
ed CL-.me  to  pafs,  and  the  duke  of  Savoy,  by  the  king's 
leave,  came  to  court  about  the  end  of  the  year  1599. 
He  was  received,  where-ever  he  came,  with  very  great 
honours,  as  alfb  by  the  king  at  'Foutainbleaiiy  where 
he  then  refided.  He  gained  a  considerable  efteem  by 
his  behaviour,  magnificence,  liberality,  and  wit  3  but 
he  was  very  much  furprized,  and  perplexed,  that  the 
king  fhould  move  nothing  to  him  upon  the  fubjeft  of 
his  journey  5  at  laft  he  was  obliged  to  make  the  firft 
overture  himfelf  3  and  his  majefty's  anfvver  fufficiently 
Jet  him  know,  that  he  {till  defigned  to  get  the  mar- 
quifate  of  Sahices  out  of  his  hands.  He  obtained, 
•  however,  that  commiflloners  ftiould  be  named  on 
both  fides  to  confer  upon  the  difference  between 
them. 

There  were  feveral.  propofitions  in  thefe  conferences, 
upon  which  they  could  not  agree,  and  the  duke  ob- 
ferving,  that  matters  took  a  very  different  turn  from 
what  'he  expected,  confented,  or  at  leaft  feemed  to 
confent,  that  the  king  fliould  be  put  into  pof&flion  of 
the  marouifate  of  Salvces,  but  upon  certain  conditions, 
•which  the  king  would  not  agree  to  ;  fb  that  he  was 
obliged  to  draw -up  others.'  At  laft  the  king  propofed 
to  the  patriarch  of  Conftantmoplc,  who  was  at  that 
time  nuncio  in  Trance,  either,  That  the  duke  fhould 
agree  to  this  treaty,  reformed  in  the  manner  he  had 
fpecified  ;  or,  to  another  he  had  propofed  to  him, 
which  was  to  this  ef&cT:,  That  the  duke  fhould  re- 
tain the  fi-veraignty  of  the  rnarquifate  of  Sflfaces,  and 

/hould 
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/hould  give  in  exchange  the  whole  country  of  Brefle,  jf.  2> 
BarceloftetFe,  and  its  vicarfhip,  as  far  as  Argentiertt     1^99. 
the  Vak  of  Stttrc,    and  'Peroufey   with  its  dependeh-  s^v" 
cies,  and  the  town  and  caftle  of  ^ignero^  with  the 
territory  annexed  to  it  3  that  all  the  towns,  caftles,  and 
lands,  which  had  been  feized  on  both  fides,  /hould  be 
reitored  when  the  exchange  was  made,  and  that  the 
duke  fhould  cauie  to  be  demolifhed  the  fort  of  'l>ecbe- 
IDaupbiny  j   upon  which  the  king  farther  promifed,  to  A.D.\& 
ufe  his  intereft  in  putting  an  end  to  the  difference  the 
duke  had  with  the  canton  of  &e$rny  and  Geneva,  in 
a   reafbnable  manner.     This  fcheme  was  fet  down  in 
writing,  and  after  the  duke  and  his  council  had  confi- 
der'd  of  it,  the  articles  were  figned   on  the    twenty- 
ieventh  of  February,  and  it   was  faid,  that  the  duke 
fhould  make  his  choice  on  the  firft  of  June,  of  the  pre- 
ient  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred. 

As  fbon  as  this  writing  was  figned,  the  duke  re- 
turned into  his  dominions,  very  little  {atisfied  with 
the  fuccefs  of  his  journey  j  but  he  was  no  fooner  got 
home,  than  he  plainly  fhewed,  by  his  repeated  delays, 
that  he  had  figned  the  treaty  without  any  view  of 
putting  it  in  execution  $  infomuch,  that  the  king  be- 
ing convinced,  that  he  was  no  longer  to  rely  Upon  his 
word,  declared  war  againft  him,  advanced  toward 
that  frontier,  ordered  the  marefchal  de  Birou  to  march 
into  %rejje>  who  conquered  it  inti/ely,  except  the  ci- 
tadel ot&ourg,  which  he  blocked  up.  £eftignieres 
entered  Savoy,  where  he  found  very  little  refinance  5 
took  the  town  of  Montmelian,  and  after  that  the 
caftle,  and  laftly,  the  pope  having  fent  cardinal  Aldo- 
bran.'iin  to  the  king,  with  the  character  of  legate,  a 
peace  was  made. 

The  fubftance  of  the  treaty  was  the  ceflion  of  Sreffe 
to  the  king,  comprehending  'Bugey  and  k  Val-Romey 
in  exchange  for  the  marquifate  of  SaluceS,  which  was 
left  to  the  duke  of  Savoy.  This  treaty  was  figned  at 
Lyons  on  the  feventeenth  Q{  January,  in  the  year  1601, 
and  thus  Trance  was  intirely  freed  from  war.  I  fhall 
now  touch  upon  fuch  other  matters,  as  pafled  in  the 
year  1600,  of  which  the  principal  was  the  king's  mar- 
riage, which  was  fo  mightily  defired  by  his  fubjefts. 

The  de.tth  of  the  dutchefs  of  'Beaufort,  whom  he 
defined  to  marrv,  having  prevented  the  execution  of 

Vol.  IV.  A  a  that 
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j4.  <D.  that  project,  and  his  inclinations  towards  madcmoi- 
1600.  felle  d^ntr agues  bavin?  blown  over,  he  caft  his  eyes 
upon  Mary  of  Medicis,  daughter  to  Francis  grand  duke 
ml'iifcanyy  and  niece  to  Ferdinand  who  then  reign'd. 
An  alliance  fo  advantageous  and  honourable  to  the 
houfe  of  Me.iic'iSy  was  accepted  by  the  grand  duke 
with  a  great  deal  of  zeal.  The  marriage  was  fblem- 
nized  at  Lyons,  in  the  month  of  ^December,  and  the 
ceremony  performed  by  cardinal  Aldobrand'm  the  pope's 
oi  iegate<  The  king  and  queen  did  not  come  to  'Paris, 
till  towards  the  end  of  winter.  The  'Part fans  pre- 
pared for  their  reception  with  great  magnificence  ;  but 
the  king  fent  them  orders  to  defer  the  ceremony,  which 
was  not  thought  of  till  long  after. 

Notwithftanding  the  advantages  the  king  had  pro- 
cured for  the  calvinifts  by  the  edicTs  of  Hants,  they 
were  ftill  very  untraclable  5  they  were  very  exa6t  upon 
the  obfervation  of  the  edift  in  the  points  which  fa- 
voured them,  but  made  no  fcruple  to  break  through 
it  in  fuch  points  as  were  favourable  to  the  catholicks. 
They  even  continued  their  aflemblies  at  Saumw  againft 
the  king's  inclination,  who  had  ordered  them  to  fepa- 
rate,  and  contrary  to  the  new  orders  they  had  receiv'd 
*  thereupon,  they  made  three  remonftrances  to  the  king  5 
but  as  his  majefty  was  no  longer  engaged  in  war,  his 
commands  were  the  more  effectual,  and  they  found 
themfelves  under  a  neceflity  to  obey,  and  break  up  the 
the  affembly. 

Some  time  after  the  king  gave  them  leave  to  have 
another  at  S.  Foy  in  Giiyenne,  where  they  chofe  for 
their  refidents  at  court  (for  his  majefty  allowed  them 
to  have  two)  the  fieurs  tie  S.  Germain,  and  2)esbor4eS ; 
but  they  ftill  made  regulations  there,  by  which  his 
majefty  perceived  he  was  under  a  necemty  to  watch 
narrowly  over  the  fteps  of  this  turbulent  party,  which 
had  the  dukes  of  #</?//7/0«,  and  La  I'rimouUle,  for  its 
chiefs,  though  they  durft  not  yet  venture  to  take  upon 
them  the  title.  The  king  was  not  ignorant  or  it, 
but  he  chofe  to  diflemble  his  knowledge,  as  well  in. 
regard  to  them,  as  upon  account  of  -feveral  great  lords, 
both  hugonots  and  catholicks,  whom  he  nop'd,  by 
means  of  the  peace,  to  reduce,  by  little  and  little,  to 
the  fubmiffion  they  MV«-.'  'heir  fbveraign  ;  as  the  need 
be  formerly  had  o*"  r1--  ;  ;,J  the  licence  of  the  civil 

wars 
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*vars  had  poflefled  them  with  a  certain  fpirit  of  haugh-  A.  2). 

tinefs,  and  independance,  which  they  could  not  eauJy  1601. 
/hake  off. 


The  king  was  farther  acquainted  with  the  crafty 
difpofition  of  the  duke  of  Savoy,  and  informed  of  cer- 
tain intrigues  he  fomented  in  the  kingdom,,  which  were 
not  yet  fufficiently  unravelled.  Behdes,  it  had  been 
difcoverecf,  that  certain  intelligences  were  practiced  by 
the  count  de  Fuentes,  to  furprue  Marfeilles,  and  by 
the  archduke  Albert  ^  to  make  himfelf  mafler  ofM?tz>$ 
and  laftly,  there  were  certain  infuits  offered  to  the 
French  ambaffador  in  Spain,  which  the  kin'^  could 
not  in  honour  difjjence  with,  without  demanding  la- 
tisfaclion.  All  which  hindered  him  from  looking  upon 
the  peace  as  perfevt.lv  firm,  and  obliged  his  majefty 
to  ufe  the  caution  I  have  mentioned  with  reference  to 
certain  lords,  whom  their  employments,  and  authority 
had  made  powerful  in  the  kingdom. 

The  king  laboured  under  tnefe  ur.eafineffes,  in  the 
raidft  of  his  joy  for  the  birth  of  a  dauphin,  who 
was  brought  into  the  world  on  the  twenty-feventh  of 
Sept  ember  *  of  the  prefent  year  1601,  at  Fotmtainble  au  $ 
but  the  more  he  fearched  into  the  feveral  intrigues, 
which  were  carrying  on  both  within  and  without  the 
kingdom,  the  more  he  faw  himfelf  threatned  with  a 
civil  war,  which  would  not  have  failed  to  draw  along 
with  it  a  war  from  abroad. 

Amongft  all  theie  difaffecled  lords,  the  marefchaj 
de  Biron,  whom  he  /hould  have  leaft  diftrufted,  had 
proceeded  the  farthefl.  Never  was  ambition  more 
blind,  more  extravagant,  and  chimerical,  than  in  this 
nobleman.  He  had  already  acquir'd  all  the  glory 
that  a  man  of  his  condition  could  afpire  to  ;  was  made 
marefchal  ot"  France,  duke  and  peer,  knight  of  the^ 
order,  and  was  pofleft  of  the  government  of  'Bur^mdy^ 
one  of  the  beA  and  moft  important  in  the  whole 
kingdom  j  but  not  content  with  this  elevation^  his  in- 
fatiable  vanity  pufhed  him  on  to  a  project  of  making 
himfelf  fbveraign  of  a  part  of  France. 

After  the  peace  of  t"ervitis,  the  marefchal  was  fent 
to  Bruxelles  by  the  king,  to  be  prefent  at  the  arch-  C3yet,  under 
duke's  oath  for  the  obfervation  of  the  treaty,  but  did  the  year 
not  leave  the  town  with  the  fame  regard  of  fidelity  Itfoz> 
to  his  prince  as  hitherto  he  had  feemingly  /hewn.     He 
A  a  2  found 
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A.  <D.  found  there  one  Ticote,  a  Frenchman,  who  had  fled 

1 60 1.    for  flicker  to  the  court  of  flruxelles,  and  was  a  man 

W-y-x-/  of  capacity  and  intrigue.      He  communicated  to  him 

his  pretended  diflatisfaclion  with  the  king's  conduct, 

Cardinal      and  befought  him  to  come  privately   into  France,  to 

d'Offc*1!  let- talk  wjth  him  of  thefe  matters  more  at  large. 

124- 


gave  an  account  of  this  difcourfe  to  the  minifters  of  the 


archduke,  who  perfuaded  him  to  keep  up  the  corre- 
fpondence. 

The  duke  of  Savoy's  journey  to  the  court  of  France  t 

finally  engaged  the  marefchal  in  his  deitruclion.     In 

fome  difcourfes  he   held  with  the  duke,  he  took  care 

to  exafperate  him  as  much  as  poflible  5  he  told  him 

Gukhenon's  there  was  a  party  formed  in  the  ftate,    of  which  the 

hon'f  °f  slf  count  °f  -duvc^26*  tne  conneftable,  and  himfelf  were 

v°y.e  °     3"  at  the  head  j  that  they  fliould  be  fupported  underhand 

by  a  prince  of  the  blood,   the  count  of  SoijTonS,  and 

that  they   were  refolved  to  place  him  upon  the  throne 

inftead  of  the'  king. 

The  duke  then  made  him  a  tender  of  all  his  power, 
promiied  him  to  engage  the  king  of  Spain  in  his  party, 
and  under  pretence  of  giving  an  account  to  his  majeuy 
of  what  pafled  concerning  the  negociation  for  the  mar- 
quifate  oiSaluces,  he  actually  fent  'Belly  his  chancellor 
into  Spain,  to  inform  him  of  what  had  been  negotiated 
with  Sinn. 

There  is  no  caufe  to  doubt  but  the  houfe  of  Aii^na, 
was  concerned  in  this  affair,  as  one  of  the  artifices  that 
was  ufed  to  prevail  on  Biron,  was  the  hopes  they 
gave  him  that  he  friould  either  marry  Mary  of  Au- 
ftria,  the  emperor's  coufin,  or  the  duke  of  Savoy's 
third  daughter,  or  his  natural  fifler. 

To  carry  on  all  thefe  intrigues  with  fecrecy,  he  caft 

his  eyes  upon  la  Fin,  a  man  of  quality  and  under- 

ftanding,  difafiefted  to  the  court,  and  at  the  fame  time 

D'Aobigne    one  of  the  moft  notable  managers  in  all  France,  and  to 

T.j.Lj.c.tf.  hJm  ne  joined  the  baron  de  Lztx  :  Thefe  two  lords, 

*Picote,  and  Renaze,  la  Fins  fecretary,  were  all  four  in 

the  fecret. 

The  fcheme  was  to  erecT:  the  great  governments  of 
France  into  fo  many  principalities,  of  which  the 
rofleflbr  fhould  have  no  more  dependance  upon  the 
king  of  France,  than  the  princes  of  the  empire  have 
up«n  the  emperor.  By  this  means  he  hoped  to  draw 

the 
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the  great  lords  into  his  party,  and  efpecially  the  go-  rf.  2). 
vernors  of  Trovence.  Siron,  for  his  part,  was  to  be  1601. 
foveraign  in  his  government  of  Sfffgrnufr,  of  which 
the  limits  were  to  be  much  enlarged,  to  form  this  new 
eftate  j  and  the  king  of  Spain  was  to  transfer  upon  the 
princels,  whom  the  marelchal  fhould  marry,  all  his 
right  or  pretenfions  to  'Burgundy. 

Theie  were  the  principal  articles  which  were  agreed 
to  at  Somo  in  Italy  upon  the  cpo,  where  la  Fin  was 
agent  incognito  vrith  the  count  de  Fuentes  governor  of 
the  Mllaneze-t  the  embaflfador  of  Spain,  and  <Picote  5 
but  the  peace  which  the  duke  of  Savoy  was  obliged  to 
conclude  with  the  king,  by  the  authority  of  the  legate, 
fufpended  the  execution  of  the  treaty  of  Somo,  and 
railed  feveral  reflections  in  the  marefchal  de  Biroti,  who 
was  very  apprehenfive  that  an  affair  of  this  nature, 
when  drawn  out  into  length,  Jhould  come  to  the  king's 
knowledge. 

Indeed  the  king,  who  was  already  fufpicious  of  the 
marefchal,  kept  a  watchful  eye  over  his  behaviour, 
and  knowing  that  la  Fin  was  his  great  confident,  he 
did  all  he  could  to  gain  him  over,  which  at  laft  he 
compaffed,  by  means  of  the  vidame  of  Qiartres,  this 
gentleman's  nephew.  He  aflured  him  from  the  king, 
of  an  intire  forgivenefs  for  all  that  was  part,  provided 
he  would  declare  all  the  fecrets  they  were  defirous  of 
knowing. 

La  Her,  who  as  well  as  the  marefchal,  was  appre- 
henfive that  time  would  difcover  their  whole  intrigue, 
had  ufed  a  precaution  to  fecure  himfelf  at  the  ma- 
refchal's  expence,  upon  fuppofition  that  all  other  means 
/hould  fail  him.  He  told  him  one  day,  that  in  his 
opinion  it  was  very  dangerous  to  keep  the  original  of 
the  treaty  of  Somo  j  that  if  by  mi  (chance  he  fhould 
be  laid  under  an  arreft,  upon  the  fufpicions  he  knew 
the  court  had  of  him,  and  this  writing  /hould  be  found 
upon  him,  he  would  be  loft  without  remedy  j  that  it 
would  be  fufficient  to  keep  a  copy,  and  burn  the  ori- 
ginal. 

The  marefchal  was  laid  upon  his  bed,  when  this 
proposition  was  made  to  him,  and  judged  it  prudent 
and  advifeable,  and  gave  him  the  original  into  his 
hands  to  burn  it.  La  Fin  rumpled  it  as  with  defign  to 
put  it  into  the  fire  5  but  artfully  burnt  another  piece  of 
A  a  3  paper 
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£  2>    paper  in  its  {lead,  and  reierved  the  original  for  himfelf. 

1601  *   This  perfidioufnels  was  the  principal  caufe   of   the 

^>-y^>  marefchal's  ruin.     In  the  mean  time,  the  duke  of  Savoy 

caulcd  Renfi.ze,  la>  Fin's   lecretary,  to  be  taken  up  on 

fufpicion,  and  lent  him  prifbner  to  ^tiiers. 

The  detention  ot  Rcnaze  was  another  motive  for 

the  fieur  de  la  Fin  to  haften  his  treachery.     He  was 

fent  for  to  court,  and  advis'd  with  the  marefchal  upon 

'./?.!>. i6oz  ijjs  journey,   lay-ing  before    him  the  dangers  he   was 

?>irmoin?sdeakout  to  expofe  himfelf  to,  for  his  fer vice.     It  was  con- 

2'  eluded,  that  he  /hould  go,  and  Siroii  prefcribed  him 

all  the  precautions  he  was  to  take.    La  Fin  arriving 

at  Fcntaimblean  the  following  March,  gave  the  king  a 

particular  account  of  the   whole  confpiracy,    and   at 

the  fame  time  lent  word   to  the   marefchal,  that  he 

had  not  let  fall  one  word,  which  could  do  him  any 

difiervice.  •* 

The  king  foon  after  fet  forward  for  foitotf,  upon 
the  account  of  an  infurreftion  that  was  made  there, 
and  in  which  he  was  informed  that  Siron,  the  count  ot" 
Auvergne-,  and  the  duke  of  Bouillon  had  been  con- 
cern'd.  He  wrote  a  letter  to  Siroti,  by  which  he 
gave  him  orders  to  come  to  court  j  but  he  reprefented 
to  the  king,  that  his  prefence  was  neceflary  in  his 
government  of  Burgundy,  for  the  fervice  of  his  ma- 
jefty.  The  king  repeated  the  order  by  the.  fieur  des 
JBfctires,  and  afterward  by  the  prefident  Janmn,  in 
iuch  manner,  that  he  found  himjelf  under  a  necefliry, 
cither  to  obey,  or  refolve  to  leave  the  kingdom  5  and 
this  laft  advice  had  been  propofed  to  him  by  fbme  of 
his  friends  5  but  he  rejected  the  proportion,'  and,  re- 
lying upon  the  letter  la  Fin  had  wrote  to  him,  he  fet 
forward  upon  his  journey. 

Mcmoirrs  de     He  came  to  Fontaimbkati  on  Wedmfday  the  thir- 

buiiy,  r.  2-teenth  of  June.    La  Fin  came  to  falute  him  as  he 

alighted  from  his  horfe,  and  fltill  perfectly  well  fiip- 

.    porting  the  character  of  a  traytor,    whifpers  him   in 

the  ear,  Courage,  Sir,  fet  a  good  face  on  it,  they  knwo 

notloivg  at  all. 

The  king,  as  foon  as  he  appeared  in  his  chamber, 
took  him  in  his  arms,  and  faid  to  him,  fmiling,  You 
loave  done  well  to  come^  for  otherivife  I  was  going  fofeek 
you.  He  led  him  into  the  garden,  and  after  fbme  in- 
different difcourfe,  fpoke  to  him  of  the  diflatisfaclion 

he 
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he  had  in  his  conduct,  and  added,  that  provided  he  jQ.  2). 
would  confels  to  him  the  truth,  it  ihould  coft  him  1602. 
nothing  but  the  repentance  of  his  faults. 

Birou,  itill  the  lame,  notwithstanding  the  danger 
he  was  in,  anfwered  with  a  haughty  air,  that  he  was 
not  come  to  juitify  himlelf  j  but  to  know  his  acculers, 
and  that  he  had  no  need  of  pardon,  fince  he  had 
committed  no  fault.  The  king,  who,  in  reality,  had 
no  mind  to  deftroy  him,  Ipoke  to  him  again  after  the 
lame  manner,  both  that  day  and  the  next,  and  not 
being  able  to  get  from  him  any  other  anfwer,  he  re- 
161  ved  at  laft,  to  have  him  under  arreft,  and  accord- 
ingly he  was  taken  up  in  the  evening,  by  M.  de  Vitri. 
He  was  carried  into  a  chamber,  where  he  was  well 
guarded  all  the  night.  The  count  of  Anvergiie  was 
alfb  taken  into  cuftody  by  M.  de  'Pralin  at  the  gate  of 
the  caftle,  and  was  led  into  another  apartment.  The 
next  day  the  prifoners  were  conducted  under  a  ftrong 
guard  to  the  Baftile,  whither  they  came  on  the  fifteenth 
of  June,  and  the  baron  de  Rofiti,  who  had  let  out  be- 
fore them,  lodged  them  in  leparate  chambers. 

The  king  came  to  fP&rh  the  lame  day,  and  on  the 
eighteenth  of  Jwiet  lent  a  commiffion  to  the  parlia- 
ment, to  proceed  againft  the  marelchal  de  Siron. 
They  put  him  to  the  queftion,  and  obferved  all  the 
other  requifite  procedure,  and  on  Monday  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  y///r,  the  parliament  being  affembled,  with 
the  chancellor  at  their  head,  this  magistrate  took  the 
advice  of  the  judges,  and  pronounced  the  decree  5 
which  condemned  the  marefchal  to  have  his  head  cut 
off  in  the  place  of  the  Greve.  But  his  relations  ob- 
tained leave  of  the  king,  that  the  execution  fhould 
be  perform'd  in  the  jBajlilet  which  was  accordingly 
done  the  next  day. 

The  marefchal's  behaviour  in  this  fad  conjunSure, 
was  not  much  to  his  honour.  He  appeared  before  the 
affembly,  rather  with  an  air  of  haughtinefs,  than  re- 
Iblution.  He  difcovered  fome  little  marks  of  madnefs, 
and  let  fall  certain  extravagant  exprefllons  ;  and  one 
might  have  diicerned,  upon  this  occafion,  the  diffe- 
rence there  is  in  the  mod  intrepid,  between  feeing^  jas 
I  may  fay,  their  death  approach  them  from  a -far,  and 
facing  it  in  an  afoul t  or  a  battle, 

A  a  4  Thus 
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A .  <D.  Thus  died  Charles  de  Gwtaut  de  Biron^  marefchal 
1602.  of  France,  who  was  driven  head-long  into  this  abyls  of 
<lei}ru£Hon,  by  his  unparallePd  haughtinefs,  prefump- 
tion  and  vanity.  His  valour,  by  which  he  ftood  moft 
diftinguifhed,  was  not  the  only  deferving  part  of  his 
character.  He  had  a  great  capacity,  and  was  well 
formed  for  bufinefs.  Keither  was  he  an  ignorant 
riian,  like  moft  part  of  the  nobility  of  that  time  ;  but 
had  cultivated  his  mind  by  reading,  to  fo  great  a 
degree,  that  he  underftood  Greek.  He  was  very  lober, 
and  in  no  refpecl  given  to  debauchery  5  but  placed 
his  whole  delight  in  war  :  He  did  not  appear  to  have 
much  religion,  and  fometimes  would  equally  rail  at 
the  mafs  and  the  fermon. 

His  misfortune  made  a  great  deal  of  noife  in  the 
world,  as  he  was  reputed  one  of  the  greateft  officers 
of  his  time.  This  inftance  of  ieverity,  which  the 
king  did  not  refblve  on,  without  a  great  deal  of  diffi- 
culty, was  neceflary  for  the  fecurity  and  quiet  of  the 
ftate.  His  majefty,  however,  proceeded  no  farther ; 
but  pardoned  the"  count  of  Auvergm,  who  came  off 
with  two  months  imprifbnmenr,  after  having  told  all 
that  he  knew.  He  defigned  the  lame  favour  to  the 
duke  Q$  Bouillon  5  but  the  duke,  not  venturing  to  truft 
him,  retired  firft  to  Geneva,  and  then  to  Heidelberg. 

The  embafladors  of  foreign  powers,  came  all  in 
their  matters  name,  to  congratulate  the  king  upon  the 
difcovery  of  this  con/piracy,  without  fb  much  as  ex- 
cepting the  duke  of  Savoy  :  But  the  king  took  care  to 
make  a  diftinftion  betwixt  him  and  the  reft,  by  his 
different  manner  of  receiving  their  compliments. 
The  courtiers,  whq  knew  his  lentiments  of  the  duke 
of  Savoy,  made  their  court,  by  fhewing  a  difregard  to 
his  embaflador,  and  not  one  of  them  took  the  leaft 
notice  of  him  in  the  king's  chamber. 

Thefe  embattles  were  followed  by  another,  which 
was  received  wirh  great  pomp  and  fplendor.  This  was 
?m  embaffy  from  Swiflerland,  to  renew  the  alliance  of 
the  Swifi  cantons  with  the  crown  of  France.  The 
ceremony  was  performed  with  all  poffible  magnificence 
sind  expence.  They  were  conducted  back  to  their 
frontiers  at  the  king's  charge,  and  received  the  fame 
honours,  which  had  been  paid  them  in  their  way  to 
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Nor  could  they  fufficiently  extol  the  king's   ^  2> 
goodnefs  and  obliging  behaviour  toward  them.  l^oz  ' 

Not  long  after,  his  majefty  took  a  journey  into  Lor- 

lifte 


e,  under  pretext  of  vifitmg  his  lifter  the  dutchefs 
of  Bar  &t  Nancy  $  but  his  prihcipal  motive  was  not 
only  to  provide  a  remedy  for  the  difturbances  which 
had  long  been  aded  in  the  town  of  Meiz,  from  the 
difagreement  of  the  commander  general  of  the  town 
and  citadel,  with  the  towns-  men;  but  withal  to  ap- 
point a  new  officer  by  his  own  authority,  and  all  fuc- 
ceeded  as  his  majefty  would  have  wifhed.  The  com- 
manding officer,  who  had  been  placed  there  by  the 
duke  of  Effernon,  who  was  governor  of  the  place, 
refigned  his  poft  into  the  king's  hands,  which  put  an 
end  to  all  the  differences.  His  majefty  appointed 
M.  4e  Montigni  to  command  in  the  town,  and  d'Arcy 
his  brother  in  the  citadel.  The  Idle  title  of  governor 
and  its  appendages  remained  to  the  duke  of  Efpernon* 
who  feem'd  to  be  very  well  pleafed.  'Twas  a  fort  of 
conqueft  to  his  majefty,  to  have  taken  away  all  au- 
thority in  this  place  from  this  nobleman,  whom  he 
neither  lov'd  nor  rely'd  on. 

Whilft  he  was  at  Metz,  his  majefty  was  vifited  by 
feveral  of  the  German  princes,  and  congratulated  by 
the  reft,  by  their  envoys.  The  envoy  of  the  elector 
'Palatine,  prefented  him  with  a  letter  from  his  prince, 
which  was  full  of  civility  and  regard  5  among  other 
things  he  protefted,  that  when  the  duke  of  Bouillon 
came  to  Heidelberg,  he  knew  nothing  of  his  disgrace, 
and  that  he  had  believ'd  the  only  caufe  of  his  journey, 
was  a  meer  vifit  to  his  fifter-in-law  th«  eleftrefs  ;  that 
he  had  fince  been  informed  he  was  efcaped  out  of 
frame,  upon  the  apprehenfion  of  being  taken  into 
cuftody  for  certain  crimes  he  flood  accus'd  of  $  that  if 
thefe  were  true,  he  would  neither  protect  nor  inter- 
cede for  him  with  his  majefty  ;  but  that  he  knew 
to  be  a  perfbn  of  merit  and  zeal  for  the  ftate,  and  fo 
firmly  attach'd  to  his  prince,  as  removed  from  him  all 
fufpicion  of  his  want  of  fidelity. 

The  king  anfwered  the  elector  in  the  fame  civil 
manner,  and  upon  the  article  of  the  duke  of  .2?o//;7/tf;/, 
he  let  him  know,  that  in  regard  to  him,  he  would  forget 
the  fault  the  duke  had  committed,  in  not  attending  upon 
him  as  he  had  ordered,  and  in  leaving  the  kingdom^ 

without* 
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Jt.  Z).   without  his  permiffion,  provided  that  in  two  months 

160;.    time  he  would  return  to  court,  to  reiblve  him  in  certain 

<^r>^t^  points  he  defired  to  be  informed   of.     Theie  letters 

were  without  effecl,  and  the  duke  did  not  return  into 

France,  till  feveral  years  after.     The  king  purfued  his 

journey  as  far  as  Nancy,  where  he  iaw  madam,  his 

fifter,  and  returned  to  §tar&  about  the  end  of  dpril. 

Whilft  he  was  upon  the  road,  he  learn'd  the  death 

of  Elisabeth  queen  of  England.    The  king,  who  had 

received  more    afliftance  than   unkindnefs  from  her, 

both  loved  and  efteemed  her;  but   he  was  the  more 

concerned  at  her  lois  $  as  by  this  means  the  meafures 

Monoires  dene  had  taken  to  cru/h  the  power  of  Spain,  were  wholly 

c  li'   •    "broken,  and  he  could    not  fo  throughly  rely  in  this 

refpeft  upon  the   prince  he    forefaw    would  fiicceed 

her. 

This  fucceflbr  was  James  thefixth  king  of  Scotland, 
fon  to  the  late  queen  Mary  Stewart,  and  firtt  of  this 
name  in  England.  He  iucceeded,  in  confequence  of  a 
writing  which  had  been  delivered  by  ELt&abeth  under 
feal,  into  the  hands  of  my  lord  Robert  Cecil,  with 
ftricl  prohibition  not  to  open  it  till  after  her  death, 
and  by  which  fhe  left  the  crown  to  this  prince.  It  was 
a  matter  that  would  admit  of  no  manner  of  difficulty, 
and  therefore  upon  information  of  her  majefty's  death, 
the  prince  fet  forward  from  Scotland,  and  came  to 
Jjondon  in  the  month  of  May,  where  he  was  crowned, 
to  the  general  iatisfaftion  of  all  the  kingdom. 

Though  Cbriftopher  de  Harlay  count  de  Baumont, 
embaflador  of  France  in  England,  had  already  com- 
plimented his  majefty  upon  his  acceflion  to  the  crown  of 
England,  by  order  of  the  court,  the  king,  however, 
under  colour  of  paying  him  this  honour  with  the 
greater  ceremony,  refolved  to  fend  over  an  embaflador 
extraordinary.  His  defign  was,  by  this  means,  to  di£ 
cover  his  intentions,  and  according  to  the  diipofition 
he  fhould  find  him  in,  to  renew  with  him  the  treaties 
made  with  the  late  queen,  and  to  break  the  alliances 
he  was  reported  to  have  made  with  Spain,  whilft  he 
was  only  king  of  Scotland. 

The  king  employed  in  this  embaffy  the  baron  de 

Rofni,  whom,  in  his  inftruftion.s,  he  ftiles  marquis, 

which  is  the  firft  time  I  have  been  able  to  obferve 

,  that  this  lord  took  upon  him  the  title.    Englan.l  was 

then 
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then  in  a  manner,  the  general  rendezvous  of,  the  mi  ^  <jy 
nifters  ot  all  the  princes  of  Europe,  not  only  to  com-  ,  " 
pliment  the  new  king 5  but  alib,  for  the  molt  part,  to 
treat  with  him  of  proper  expedients  for  oppofing  the 
exceflive  power  of  the  Spaniards.  The  marquis  de 
Rofni  had  conferences  with  them  all,  and  propofed 
to  them  the  projecl  of  a  general  league  againtt  the 
houlc  of  Austria.  They  all  mightiiy  approved  of  the 
defign,  but  torm'd  their  feveral  difficulties,  and  una- 
nimoufly  agreed,  that  if  the  kings  of  francs  and 
England  would  but  begin,  their  matters  would  not 
be  long  behind  hand  to  join  with  them. 

But  it  was  principally  the  king  of  England,  to  whom 
Rofni  explained  his  projeft  at  large,  in  a  conference 
he  had  with  him  alone  tor  four  hours  together.  His 
majefty  was  charmed  with  1^5  but  as  in  the  beginning 
of  his  reign  he  could  not  openly  declare  war  againit 
fb  powerful  an  enemy,  Rofni  only  obtained  thefe  two 
things  of  him,  which  the  king  had  principally  pro- 
pofed in  this  negotiation  3  firft,  that  the  ancient  trea- 
ties with  Scotland,  and  of  the  king  with  the  late  queen 
Elizabeth,  ftiould  be  renewed,  and  the  two  kings 
jhould  affift  the  1)utch  with  all  their  might,  to  pre- 
vent their  being  overcome  by  the  powers  of  Spain  j 
to  which  it  was  added,  that  if  the  king  of  Spain  was 
offended  with  this  fuccour,  and  fhould  fall  upon  one 
of  the  two  kings,  the  other  fhould  declare  war  upon 
him,  and  then  it  was  agreed  in  what  manner  this 
offenfive  and  defenfive  league  fhould,  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
be  put  in  execution.  The  envoy  of  Holland,  who 
then  redded  in  England,  and  had  hitherto  been  coldly 
received,  and  almoft  defpaired  of  obtaining  from  king 
James  the  atiiftance  they  defired,  made  all  pofiible 
acknowledgement*  to  M.  de  Rofni  for  the  treaty  he 
had  made,  which  was  fo  much  to  their  advantage. 

During  this  negotiation  in  England,  there  pafled 
another  at  Rome,  upon  a  point  of  much  lefs  impor- 
tance 5  but  which  the  pope  had  very  much  at  heart. 
This  was  the  reftoration  of  the  jefuits  in  France. 
The  affair  was  drawn  out  into  length  ;  but  not  through 
any  oppofition  made  to  it  by  the  king  ;  for  his  ma- 
jefty, on  the  other  hand,  had  exprefled  his  inclination 
upon  (everal  occafions,  that  they  fhould  be  reftored  5 
but  had  forborn  to  do  it,  in  regard  to  the  parliament 

of 
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A.  2).   of  Paris,  whom  he  could  hardly  prevail  upon  to  con- 
160;.    fent  to  it,  upon  account  of  the  decree  they  had  made 

VV-^  againtt  the  jefiiits.  However,  he  refolved  upon  it, 
at  the  prefling  inftances  of  the  pope  and  cardinal 
d'Offat  j  and  the  matter  was  concluded  about  the  end 
of  the  year  1603,  and  executed  by  an  edict  which 
was  regiitred. 

The  jeliiits  were  obliged  for  this  to  M.  de  la  Varenne, 
who  purfued  their  reiteration,  as  if  it  had  been  his 
own  private  bufinefs ;  to  the  pope,  who  was  conftantly 
prefling  cardinal  tTOJJat  upon  this  affair  5  to  the  car- 
dinal, who  conflantly  fbllicited  his  majefty  in  his  ho- 
linefs's  name ;  to  the  conneftable,  the  chancellor, 
meflieurs^e  ViUercy,  Silhry,  Chateauneuf,  Tofitcarre, 
Jannin,  Maiffe*  Vic,  Caiimartin,  and  the  principal 
members  ot  the  council,  without  even  excepting  the 
marquis  de  Ro/f2i,  as  much  an  hugonot  as  he  was, 
after  lie  had  talk'd  with  the  king  upon  this  fubjeci. 
We  may  alfo  add  M.  de  Lefdiguieres,  who  wrote  to 
the  king  fuch  large  encomiums  of  F.  Coton*  whom  he 
had  known  at  Grenoble,  that  his  majefty  was  defirous 
to  fee  him,  and  from  the  firft  interview  he  had  with 
him,  form'd  fo  great  an  efteem  and  affection  for  him, 
that  he  had  the  goodnefs  to  point  out  to  him  the  le- 
veral  fteps  he  was  to  take,  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
reftoration  of  his  order. 

^.D.  16*04  The.  pope  was  over-joyed  to  tee  this  affair 
brought  to  a  conclufion,  and  the  news  he  received  of 
it,  contributed  very  much  to  the  difpenfation,  which 
for  three  or  four  years  laft  paft,  had  been  fbllicited  for 
madam  Catherine  with  the  duke  of  Bar,  in  which  cafe, 
notwithftanding  the  refufal,  they  had  proceeded  fofar 
as  to  confummate  the  marriage.  But  all  this  pains 
was  fruitlefs,  for  the  princefs  died  before  the  difpen- 
fation was  brought  to  Lorraine. 

The  cardinal  dOjfit  followed  not  long  after.  For 
he  died  upon  the  thirteenth  of  Marcbt  and  the  king 
luftained  a  very  confiderable  loft  in  the  death  of  io 
able,  fo  zealous,  and  fo  faithful  a  minifter. 

The  king's  authority  increafed  more  and  more  every 
day  ;  but  there  ftill  remained  certain  turbulent  and  un- 
quiet minds,  who  made  it  their  whole  bufinefs  to  difturb 
the  tranquillity  of  the  flate.  The  duke  of  Houilfai, 
who  had  taken  Ihelter  in  the  court  of  the  elcclor 
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<palatine,  had  his  favourers  in  the  kingdom,  and 
very  much  authority  and  credit  among  the  hugonots, 
who  were  a  formidable  party,  and  very  much  dilpoied 
to  a  revolt.  The  duke  ae  la  Trnnouille,  a  very 
powerful  nobleman  in  cPoit02t^  the  lieur  1)uj>leJJis- 
Mornay^  and  feveral  others,  fupported  them  in  their 
fufpicions  of  the  king.  The  Spaniards  were  in- 
duftrioully  watchful,  and  underhand  promoted  this 
fpirit  of  rebellion. 

*  They  had  formed  ftricT:  alliances  with  the  count  of 
jZuvergne,  and  even  with  trie  marchionels  of  Verneuil 
the  king's  miftrels,  with  (CEntragues  her  brother,  and 
with  her  father  and  mother,  and  had  corrupted,  with 
bribes,  one  Nicholas  PHote,  a  domcftick  of  M.  Villeroy\ 
the  lecretary  of  ftate,  who  relied  very  much  upon  him, 
and  ufually  made  him  tranlcribe  the  rnoft  important 
difpatches,  atter  they  had  been  decypher'd.  This 
chanc'd  to  be  difcovered,  and  the  poor  wretch,  in  at- 
tempting his  elcape,  was  drowned  in  the  river  Marne. 

The  intrigues  of  the  marchionels  .-,e  Verneuil,  the 
fieur  d'E)itfagues  her  father,  and  the  count  of  Au- 
vergne  came  allb  to  the  king's  knowledge.  He  caufed 
them  all  to  be  taken  into  cuftody,  and  the  firft  thing 
his  majcfty  did,  was  to  oblige  the  Citur  d Enrr-gues  to 
give  back  the  promife  of  marriage  his  majeity  had 
made  his  daughter,  which  the  Spaniards  gave  out 
they  would  one  day  make  ufe  of  againft  the  king's 
lawful  iffue.  They  then  proceeded  to  the  trials  of  the 
count  of  Auvergnejhe  marchionels  and  her  father.  Charles 
diVahis  count  of  Jnvergne,  Francis  de  Balzac  d'Entra- 
gue$>  and  Thomas  Morgan  an  English  Roman-catholick 
gentleman,  who  had  a  (hare  in  this  conlpiracy,  were 
condemned  to  be  beheaded  in  the  place  of  the  Greve,  and 
Henrietta  de  Balzac d'Entragues,  marchionels  of  Ver- 
neiiili  to  be  confined  in  the  abbey  of  Beawnont  les 
<Toiirsy  in  expectation  of  more  ample  information  with 
reference  to  her. 

The  king  changed  the  puni/hment  of  the  count  of 
Auvergnc  and  the  fieurs  d 'Etztragues  into  a  perpetual 
imprisonment,  reftored  to  them  their  forfeited  eftates, 
and  only  deprived  them  of  their  governments.  Some 
time  after,  he  gave  leave  to  M.  d* Entragties  to  refide 
upon  his  eftate  of  Malfherle  in  BeauJJe  5  but  for  the 
count  of  JlTivergfie,  he  was  kept  in  the  Baftile  till 

after 
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A.  1).  a^ter  *^e  k'ng's  death.    The  place  of  the  marchionef&'a 

1604.'  retirement   was  alfo  changed,  and  /he  had  leave  to 

w-y^/  refide  at  Verneiill,  and  to  deliver  her  from  the  un- 

eafinefs  of  the  more  ample  informations,  the  king,  by 

other  letters,  gave  her  an  abfolute  difcharge,  which 

made  feveral  believe,  that   his  uiajeity  ftill   retained 

fome  remains  of  affeSion   for   this  lady,  which  iri 

reality  was  true. 

There  was  another  confpiracy  difcovered,  which 
had  been  contrived  by  the  duke  of  Bouillon  in  con- 
cert with  Spain,  to  make  an  iniurreclion  in  Limofwy 
ferigord)  guercy,  and  Guyenne  j  the  particulars  of 
which  his  majefty  learn'd  from  queen  Margaret,  who 
came  to  'Paris  and  gave  up  herfelf  to  a  life  of  devo- 
tion, in  which  /he  continued  till  the  day  of  her  death. 
The  king  made  hafle  to  take  the  field,  to  put  a  flop 
to  the  rebellion,  and  fucceeded  in  his  defign.  He 
leized  upon  feveral  places  belonging  to  the  duke  of 
Bouillon,  and  particularly  upon  Turemie.  He  then 
eftablilhed  in  thofe  quarters,  what  is  called  a  chamber 
des  grands  Jours,  of  which  John  Jacques  de  Mefme, 
fieur  de  Roijjy^  mafter  of  the  requefts,  was  the  chief. 
Nine  or  ten  gentlemen  of  the  mod  guilty  loft  their  heads 
upon  this  occafion,  and  the  reft  returned  to  their  duty. 

A  revolt  prudently  fupprefs'd,  andfeverely  puni/hed, 
infbme  re/peels,  ferves  only  to  ftrengthen  the  authority 
of  the  prince.  His  majefty's  behaviour  upon  this  oc- 
cafion, let  the  faction  underftand,  that  they  muft  not 
expect,  to  raile  difturbances  for  the  future,  without 
being  called  to  a  more  fevere  account  than  they  had 
hitherto  been.  He  gave  another  example  of  the  like 
juftice  in  the  perfon  of  Lewis  d ' Alagon,  baron  de 
Mairargiies*  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  lords  in 
tprovence.  He  was  convicted  of  having  treated  with 
.ZXio'oj'the  Spaniards  for  the  delivery  of  Marfeilles  into  their 
hands,  and  having  been  taken  up  at  3>arist  and  found 
guilty  of  this  treafon,  he  was  beheaded  and  quar- 
tered. 

This  deprived  the  duke  of  Bouittoti  of  all  hopes  of 
raifing  any  new  difturbances  in  the  kingdom,  and  he 
bethought  himfelf  of  other  expedients  to  make  his 
peace  with  the  king.  He  employed  in  vain,  the  in. 
terceffion  of  feveral  foreign  princes,  and  the  friends 
which  he  had  at  court.  The  king  kept  his  refolution, 

and 
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and  declared  exprefly,  That  before  he  came  to  any  jjt  2). 
agreement,  Sedan  mutt  be  delivered  up  to  him,  and 
fuch  a  garrilbn  /hould  be  put  in  it,  as  ihould  be 
judged  convenient.  He  yielded  to  this  with  great 
difficulty;  but  at  laft  being  aflured  under  hand,  that 
as  fbon  as  the  king  fhould  ice  his  intire  lubmiflion, 
he  would  pardon  him  for  all  that  was  paft,  and  being 
farther  informed  that  the  king  was  preparing  to  at- 
tack the  place,  with  an  army  of  twenty-five  thoufand 
men,  and  a  vaft  quantity  of  artillery,  he  confented 
to  the  propofition,  and  came  to  the  king  :  He  threw 
himfelf  at  his  majetty's  feet  in  prelence  of  the  queen. 
The  king  granted  him  his  pardon,  and  an  intire 
abolition  of  all  paft  offences,  and  the  aft  was  regiftred. 
His  majefty  made  his  entry  into  SeJaa,  put  a  gover- 
nor ancfgarrifbn  into  the  caftle  for  four  years,  as  had 
been  agreed  in  one  of  the  articles  of  the  treaty.  But 
the  king,  who  was  naturally  inclined  to  clemency,  re- 
flored  this  j>lace  to  him  a  month  after,  and  was  con- 
tent with  ieeing  not  only  the  common  people,  but 
alfo  the  great  men,  inured  to  refpeft  royal  authority. 

The  king  not  only  gained  by  little  and  little,  the 
fuperiority  in  his  kingdom  5  but  alfb  the  reputation  of 
his  valour,  prudence  and  integrity,  made  him  very 
confiderable  in  foreign  countries. 

Clemei2t  the  eighth  dying  in  the  year  1603,  was 
fucceded  by  Alexander  de  Medici's,  commonly  called 
the  cardinal  of  Florence,  who  took  the  name  of  Leo 
the  eleventh,  and  died  the  twenty-fifth  day  after  his 
advancement.  Cardinal  Camilla  Borgbefe  fucceeded 
him  by  the  name  of  <patel  the  fifth.  Tho*  the 
Spamjb  faction  was  then  very  powerful  at  Rome,  yet 
"France  carried  it  in  thefe  two  laft  conclaves  5  and  the(e 
two  popes  were  elected  by  means  of  the  cardinal /& 
Joyetife,  who  was  perfectly  well  skill'd  in  the  manage- 
ment of  that  court. 

A  great  difference  having  arofe  between  'Paul  the 
fifth  and  the  republick  of  Venice,  infbmuch  that 
both  fides  prepared  for  war  5  the  king  made  himfeflf 
matter  of  the  affair,  and  whatever  artifices  the  mini- 
ilers  of  Spain  employed  to  gain  a  part  in  the  nego- 
tiation, that  the  king  their  matter  might  have  fome 
fhare  in  the  glory  of  the  accommodation,  the  faid 
cardinal  de  Joyeufe  and  M.  dl dlincour,  embafTador  at 
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a  2X  Rome,  managed  the  bufinefs  fb  well,  that  the  king 
1606.  a'one  nac*  ali  tne  nonour  of  it  j  and  the  pope,  the 
Venetians^  and  the  other  princes  of  Italyy  who  were 
apprehenfivc  of  a  war  within  their  own  bowels,  made 
great  acknowledgements  to  his  majetly  for  having 
interpofed  in  the  affair. 

'JD  1607  ^nis  Difference  between  the  court  of  Rome  and  the 
republick  of  Venice*  was  fcarce  coded  in  1607,  be- 
fore the  ftates  of  Holland  and  the  arch-dukes,  inch 
was  the  language  of  that  time,  that  is  the  arch- 
duke Albert  and  the  arch-dutchefs  his  wife,  accepted 
of  his  mediation,  to  put  an  end  to  a  war  which  was 
deftru&ive  to  them  both  5  and  thus  they  were  indebted 
to  the  king  for  the  long  truce  which  followed.  The 
prefident  Jannin*  who  was  employed  in  this  negotia- 
tion, gave  great  inftances  of  his  prudent  addrefs,  and 
ability  to  furnim  expedients  tor  the  removing  a 
thoufand  difficulties,  which  arole  every  day,  fome- 
times  on  the  part  of  the  king  of  Spain  and  the  arch- 
duke, and  fometimes  on  the  fide  of  the  2)iitcb,  fo  far 
as  to  draw  the  Spaniards  into  conceflions,  which  it  was 
thought  they  would  never  have  granted,  and  were  the 
finifhing  ftroke  of  this  great  negotiation ;  and  this 
was,  that  the  arch-duke,  with  the  confent  of  the  king 
of  Spain,  fhould  own  the  ftates  to  be  a  free,  inde- 
pendent people,  over  whom  they  fhould  not  pretend  to 
cxercife  any  dominion.  This  was  the  effential  ar- 
ticle, and  the  foundation  of  the  truce  for  twelve  years 
between  the  arch-duke  and  the  %)utch,  and  was  called, 
for  this  reafon,  the  great  or  the  long  truce.  And  this 
gave  an  opportunity  and  leifure  to  the  republick  of 
Holland  to  make  a  firm  fettlemenr,  and  fix  themfelves 
upon  the  foot  they  are  at  prefent.  This  important 
negotiation,  which  lafted  two  years,  was  finished  in 
;<f..D.i6op  the  year  1609.  The  ftates  expreffed  their  gratitude 
to  the  king,  in  a  letter  of  the  twenty-fecond  of  June 
this  prefent  year,  in  which  they  addrefs  themfelves  to 
him  in  thefe  terms  ;  "  That  next  after  God,  we  hold 
<•  the  prefervation  of  this  eftate,  at  the  hands  of  your 
"  majefty,  and  both  we  and  our  pofterity  /hall  be 
*'  ever  obliged  to  acknowledge  it  with  all  fort  of  gra- 
"  titude  and  humble  fervice." 

Experience  has  fhewn,  that  their  pofterity  have  not 
always  obfcrved  the  promife  they  made  to  his  majefty 

in 
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In  this  letter,  with  reference  to  our  kings  5  but  interefts  j%, 
of  ftate,  which  are  the  rules  of  princes  actions,  change  n 
in  the  courfe  of  time,  and  vary  according  to  circum-  ^-^ 
fiances. 

An  incident  had  like  to  have  hindered  the  figning 
of  this  treaty,  and  if  matters  had  not  been  far  ad- 
vanced, mud  at  leaft  have  retarded  it.  This  was  the 
death  of  John  William  duke  of  Clevcs  and  Juliers, 
who  left  behind  him  no  children,  and  whofe  fucceffion 
was  about  to  bedifputedby  the  marquis  of  Srandebourg, 
the  duke  of  Newburgh,  the  duke  of  Zleiix -'Fonts,  and 
the  marquis  de  'Biirgau  fon  to  the  archduke  Ferdinand. 
of  Auflria,  who  founded  their  claims  upon  their  refpec- 
tive  intermarriages  with  the  family  of  the  late  duke. 

What  the  king  principally  apprehended,  was  the  great 
probability  there  was,  that  during  the  difpures  of  the 
pretending  parties,  the  emperor  fhou Id  feize  upon  the 
aurchies  ofCleves  and  faliers  with  the  troops  of  the 
arch-duke  Albert,  under  pretext  of  holding  them  in 
fequeftration,  in  the  name  of  his  imperial  majefty,  as 
thefe  eftates  were  held  fblely  of  the  empire.  This  his 
majefty  was  abfblutely  refblved  never  to  admit  of,  as  he 
plainly  forefaw,  that  if  the  emperor  was  once  poflefled 
of  them,  a  part  of  thole  dominions  would  at  leaft  conti- 
nue in  the  houfe  of  Austria.  This  he  declared  to  the 
arch- duke  Albert,  and  explained  to  the  ftates  of  Holland, 
how  nearly  their  private  intereft  was  concerned  in  the 
confequences  of  this  difpofition,  as  well  as  the  interefts 
of  the  crown  of  France  $  and  'twas  agreed  by  the  king 
and  the  ftates,  that  they  fhould  ferioufly  confider  of 
proper  meafures  to  prevent  it. 

After  the  fubmiflion  of  the  duke  of  'Bouillon,  there 
Xvas  nothing  very  confiderable  which  fell  out  in  France. 
About  the  time  they  began  to  talk  of  the  peace  be- 
tween the  arch-duke  and  the  ftates,  the  king  had  a 
iecond  fon,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years.  He  had 
another  the  next  year,  who  was  named  Go/ion,  and  after 
his  brother's  death,  called  duke  of  Orleans.  Henry  of 
'Bourbon,  duke  of  Montpenfier,  a  prince  of  great  en- 
dowments, departed  this  life  5  and  not  long  after  him, 
died  the  chancellor  cpomponiw  de  Belli  ewe,  and  was 
fucceeded  by  Nicholas  'Brulart  fieur  de  Stllery,  who  had 
the  feals  already. 

VOL.  IV.  B  b  The 
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A-  *D-       The  death  of  Ferdinand  de  Medich,  grand  duke  of 
1609.    Tzifcany,  and  uncle  to  the  queen,  made  the  court  put  on 
\~^V~>~t  mourning  the  beginning  of  the  next  year  ;  but  they 
laid  it  afide  for  the  folemnizing  the  marriage  of  the  two 
princes.    The  firft  was  between  the  duke^of  Vendome^ 
the  king's  natural  fon,  and  Frances  of  Lorraine,  the 
only  daughter  and  heir  of  the  duke  of  Merczur.  Twas 
one  of  the  articles  of  the  treaty  the  duke  had  made 
with  the  king,  when  he  returned  to   his  obedience, 
and   furrendred  the  government  of  Brittany  into  his 
hands.    The  other  was  the  marriage  of  Henry  the 
prince  of  Conde,  firft  prince  of  the  blood,  with  Char- 
lotte Marguerite  de  Montmorenci,  daughter  to  the  con- 
neftable,    and    a  lady  "of  extraordinary   beauty  3    but 
whofe  charms  fome  months  after  her  marriage,  caufed 
a  great  difturbance  at  court. 

"The  king,  who  was  naturally  *ery  amorous,  had 
formerly  fome  fmall  paffion  for  her,  which  his  mar- 
riage did  not  extinguish.  The  prince  of  Conde  was 
extreamly  difpleafed,  and  carried  her  one  day  into  the 
I/nx>-&aMtrirt)  when  it  was  leaft  expecled.  The 
Spaniards  gave  them  a  treat  at  Bmxelles,  and  were 
over-joyed  to  have  the  firft  prince  of  the  blood  diffa- 
tisfied,  in  their  hands.  The  king  was  highly  provoked 
againft  the  arch-duke,  and  feveral  negotiations  paflfed 
upon  this  affair.  The  prince  of  Conde,  not  thinking 
himfelf  fecure  enough  at  BrVttttes,  privately  left  the 
>f.D.i6iotown  about  the  end  of  February ',  and  pafled  through 
Germany  to  Milan. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  king  made  great  preparations  , 
for  the  raifing  a  vaft  army  in  France,  and  though  he 
was  not  difpleafed  that  the  obftinacy  of  the  Spaniards 
in  detaining  the  prince  and  princefs  of  Conde,  Should  be 
thought  the  Caufe  of  thefe  preparations,  yet  this  was 
not  the  real  motive  5  for  though  the  fecret  was  never 
hitherto  perfectly  discovered,  yet  they  feem  to  have 
been  moft  in  the  right,  who  nave  thought  that  this 
Was  to  begin  the  execution  of  the  general  league  of  all 
the'  fbveraign  powers  againft  the  houfe  of  Au^r'ut^ 
which  the  marquis  de  Rofni,  whom  they  now  called 
the  duke  of  <$"/////,  had  propofed  to  the  king  of  Eng- 
land, during  his  embafly  in  that  country.  The  army 
was  very  numerous,  with  an  artillery  in  proportion; 
A  vaft  fum  of  money  was  heaped  together  upon  the 
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cccafion,  and  what  makes  this  opinion  highly  probable, 
the  king  was  then  actually  forming  negotiations  in  al- 
moft  all  the  courts  of  Europe. 

The  king  had  nominated  the  queen  to  be  regent  of 
the  kingdom  during  his  abfence,  and  intended,  before 
his  departure,  to  have  the  ceremony  of  her  majefty's 
coronation  performed,  which  had  hitherto  beendelayed 
for  fcveral  reafons ;  but  his  fudden  death  interrupted 
all  his  great  defigns,  and  the  fury  of  the  deteftable 
Ravaillac  put  an  "end  to  his  days  and  glorious  reign, 
by  {tabbing  him  in  the  neighbourhood  of  S.  Innocent's 
church-yard. 

Though  more  than  a  hundred  years  have  pafled 
fince  the  death  of  this  incomparable  monarch,  they 
have  not  been  able  to  erafe  out  of  the  minds  of  the 
French,  the  idea  of  his  royal  endowments,  which  has 
been  tranfmitted  to  us  by  our  fathers,  with  thefe  two 
qualifications,  which  are  ib  feldom  united,  of  a  great 
and  good  prince,  and  which  procured  him  at  the  fame 
time  the  admiration  of  all  Europe,  and  the  tender 
affection  of  his  fervants  and  all  his  fubiecls.  The  title 
of  Great  was  given  him  after  his  death,  as  it  were  by  a 
common  agreement,  even  of  foreign  nations  themfelves, 
and  the  title  of  Good  was  far  more  confirm'd  to  him  by 
the  lamentation  of  his  people,  than  by  all  the  infcrip- 
tions  and  other  monuments  which  were  fet  up  to 
eternize  his  memory.  His  valour  and  capacity  in  war, 
was  the  moft  /hining  of  his  accomplifhmems,  and  ^avc 
him,  without  contradiction,  the  firft  place  amongft  all 
the  princes  of  his  time  j  but  I  will  venture  to  affirm, 
that  his  other  virtues  were  (till  more  extraordinary, 
and  carried  to  a  higher  perfection. 

If  we  take  a  view  of  his  behaviour,  from  the  mafla- 
cre  of  S.  Bartholomew,  to  the  end  of  his  life,  and  con- 
lider  him  in  all  the  different  circumftanccs  he  was  in 
during  this  interval,  what,  in  my  judgment,  appears 
moft  admirable  in  him,  is  his  prudence  and  conduct  in 
the  feveral  viciffitudes  of  good  and  ill  fortune,  and  the 
advantage  he  made  of  the  one,  and  his  courage  and 
conftancy  under  the  other,  without  any  marks  of  abate- 
ment or  deprefjion,  and  ftill  providing  remedies,  where 
all  appearance  of  afliftance  fecmed  to  have  failed  hrnn. 
He  was  head  of  a  party,  which  required  the  utmoft 
addrefs  in  applying  to  the  caprice  of  the  great  men, 
Bb  2  \vlw» 
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I)-  who  ferved  him  for  the  mod  part,  with  no  other  view, 
1610.  than  to  raife  their  own  fortunes,  though  at  the  expence 
of  the  ftate  and  the  royal  authority.  He  knew  how  to 
yield  with  dexterity,  without  being  fubjeft  to  con- 
tempt, to  diflemble  the  frequent  occafions  they  gave 
him  of  difcontent,  to  comply  with  time,  and  the  hu- 
mours of  his  generals  and  minifters,  to  engage  the 
foldiers  by  his  own  example,  to  the  more  dangerous 
enterprizes,  when  disheartened  and  defpairing,  and 
fbmetimes  prudently  to  carry  his  courage  even  to  a 
degree  of  rafhnefs,  becaufe,  being  often  deftitute  of 
money,  ammunition  and  the  neceflaries  of  war,  that 
was  the  only  means  to  encourage  them,  and  keep  up 
among  them  the  reputation  of  valour,  which  was  ab- 
folutely  necefiary  to  him. 

What  a  degree  of  judgment  did  it  require,  not  to 
increafe  the  hatred  of  the  catholicks,  which  had  been 
inftilled  into  them  againil  his  perfon,  and  at  the  fame 
time,  not  to  carry  his  moderation  fo  far,  with  re- 
fete  ice  to  them,  as  to  become  fufpefted  by  the  cal- 
vinifts,  upon  whom  he  depended  ?  How  nice  a  con- 
duct was  necefTary  after  his  converfion,  to  provoke 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other  ?  and  how  great  caution 
was  he  obliged  to  take,  to  fupprefs  the  factions  which 
were  formed  in  his  dominions  in  the  wars  of  Spa'w> 
efpecially  after  the  loft  of  Amiens,  when  the  hugonots, 
who  refufed  to  affift  him  in  the  recovery  of  that'key  of 
the  kingdom,  took  occailon  to  offer  him  the  moil  in- 
folent  propofition  in  favour  of  their  party  ? 

All  thefe  difficulties,  which  a  genius  inferiour  to 
his  own,  mull  have  funk  under,  ftrved  only  to  flrength- 
en  his  authority ;  and  by  extricating  himfelf  out  of 
thefe  perplexed  circumftances  to  advantage,  he  reduced, 
by  little  and  little,  the  great  men  of  his  kingdom,  put 
them  out  of  a  condition  to  do  any  mifchief  during  his 
life,  and  by  a  natural  confequence,  became  formidable 
to  all  his  neighbours,  infomuch  that  he  gave  law  to 
them,  and  was  in  a  capacity  to  have  deftroyed  his  moft 
powerful  enemies,  which,  according  to  all  outward  ap- 
pearances, he  would  have  done,  if  death  had  not  pre- 
vented him.  All  thefe  reflections  determine  me  to  con- 
clude, that  Henry  the  Great,  deferred  this  illuftrious 
title  ftill  more,  for  his  prudence  than  valour. 


The  Reign  of  H  E  N  R  Y  IV.  373 

It  was  this  prudence  which  put  in  action  all  thofe  A.  2X 
excellent  endowments  he  had  received  from  nature  j  1610. 
his  difpofition  was  lively,  fagacious,  fruitful,  agreeable 
and  complaifant$his  behaviour  was  extremely  engaging, 
and  there  was  an  opennefs  in  his  carriage,  that^gain'd 
him  the  hearts  of  all  that  were  about  him.  He  was 
generous  and  good  natured,  eaflly  inclined  to  forgive 
the  blacked  injuries,  and  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  per- 
fuade  thofe  he  pardon 'd,  that  the  Reconciliation  was 
fincere  on  his  fide,  provided  their  repentance  was  fo 
too. 

His  conduct  after  his  converfion,  fhew'd  that  it  was 
real  and  undiffembled  5  the  information  I  have  men- 
tioned, which  he  gave  the  Venetians,  of  the  defign  of 
a  Geneva  minifter,  to  introduce  calvinifm  into  the  re- 
publick,  is  an  undeniable  proof  of  it.  The  advantage 
the  catholick  doctors  gained  over  the  calvinifts,  in  their 
difputes  and  writings,  was  always  a  piece  of  agreeable 
news  to  him,  and  he  never  expreiled  greater  figns  of 
joy,  than  when  he  learn'd  the  converfion  of  any  hugo- 
not  lord.  He  defign'd,  upon  his  converfion,  to  pro- 
tect the  calvinifts  within  the^bounds  of  the  edict  5  for 
having  learn'd  by  experience,  their  intractability  and 
wicked  intentions,  which  proceeded  fo  far,  as  to  endea- 
vour to  form  a  kind  of  a  republick  in  the  kingdom 
among  themfehes,  his  affection  for  them  abated,  and 
if  he  had  lived,  he  would  undoubtedly  have  reduced 
them  by  little  and  little,  and  without  violence,  and  put 
them  out  of  a  condition  of  creating  the  trouble  they 
gave  his  fucccflbr.  The  increafe  of  liberty  the  chriftians 
obtained  for  the  exercife  of  their  religion  at  Canftantino- 
ple,  was  owing  to  his  zeal  and  piety.  He  procured  the 
iettlemcnt  of  themiffionaryjeluits  there,  and  prevented 
the  defign  of  the  grand  feignior,  to  deflroy  the  holy  fe- 
pulchre  at  Jemfalem, 

Incontinence  was  toopublick  a  fact  in  his  majefty  for 
us  to  conceal  it.  He  condemn'd  his  weaknefs  in  this 
matter  himfelf,  and  very  patiently  heard  the  remon- 
ftrances  of  fuch  people  upon  this  fubject,  as  had  any 
right  by  their  character  to  put  him  in  mind  of  it,  and 
even  from  fome  of  his  minifters,  and  efpecially.  the 
duke  of  Sulli,  as  being  convinced  that  he  did  it  out  of 
affection  to  his  perfum 
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t.  2).  He  was  alfo  blameable  in  the  bufinefs  of  duels,  and 
his  difcourfe  and  his  injunctions  were  not  always  the 
fame  upon  this  fubjeft,  and  for  this  reafon,  they  were 
an  occanon  of  continuing  the  diforder. 

He  is  farther  charged  with  being  fbmewhat  avari- 
cious j  but  this  might  arife  from  the  comparifbn  of  his 
conduft  with  the  indifcreet  profufion  of  his  prede- 
cefTors. 

'Tis  certain,  that  after  the  peace  of  Vervins,  he 
heaped  together  a  great  deal  of  money  ;  but  it  is  true 
alfb,  that  he  made  ufe  of  it  towards  the  payment  of  his 
debts,  which  were  exceffively  great.  And  we  learn,  by 
the  difcourfe  he  frequently  held  with  the  duke  of  Sulli, 
fuperintendent  of  the  finances,  that  he  fti'll  propofed 
another  end  in  his  parfimony,  which  was  to  put  him- 
felf  into  a  condition,  not  only  of  refifting  his  enemies, 
but  alfb  of  attacking  them  when  he  fhould  judge  it 
convenient  for  the  advantage  of  his  kingdom  $  and  he 
was  actually  upon  the  point  of  doing  it,  when  he  was 
afTaflinated. 

He  reformed  feveral  abufes  which  the  licence  of  the 
dvil  wars  had  introduced  into  all  the  orders  of  the 
kingdom.  He  was  entering  upon  meafures  for  making 
trade  flourish  in  France,  and  had  charged  the  prefidertf 
jfaimin,  during  his  negotiation  in  -Holland,  to  treat 
with  fbme  'Dutchmen,  to  give  them  a  fettlement  in  the 
ports  of  France,  and  employ  them  in  trading  to  the 
ladies.  He  willingly  favoured  and  gave  ear  to  all  fuch 
as  propofed  any  new  invention  for  the  perfection  of  arts, 
He  had  fupplied  the  frontiers  with  arms  and  magazines, 
and  knowing  the  weakness  of  France  by  fea,  was  about 
fortifying  the  ports,  and  building  of  veffels. 

He  increafed  the  buildings  of  the  Louvre,  Fontaine- 
bleau,  S.  Germain  en  Laye,  and  fome  other  of  the 
royal  houfes.  He  began  the  communication  of  the 
rivers  of  Seine  and  the  -Loire,  by  the  canal  of  Briare, 
and  undertook  feveral  other  works  for  the  good  of  thq 
publick.  He  appointed  two  profeflbrs  of  divinity 
in  the  ancient  college  of  Sorbonne,  and  founded  the 
univcrfity  of  Aix  in  Provence.  He  had  laid  the  defign 
ot  an  academy  for  feveral  young  gentlemen,  in  his  royal 
college  of  la  Fleche,  which  he  was  very  fond  of,  and 
was  defirous  to  promote  learning  all  over  the  kingdom, 
for  the  benefit  of  religion. 

He 
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Sulli,  he  placed  moft  confidence  in,  and  in  favour 
of  the  laft,  he  erefted  the  employment  of  grand-mafler 
of  the  artillery,  into  an  office  of  the  crown  5  and  we 
may  juftly  affirm,  there  never  were  greater  {tatefmen  in 
France,  than  thofe  I  have  named,  nor  in  greater 
number. 

He  erefted  Aigtiillon  into  a  duchy  and  peerage,  in  favour 
at  Henry  of  Lorraine,  fontothe  duke  ofMayenne,Fronfac 
for  Francis  of  Orleans,  count  of  S.  'Paul,  VentadoiiT  for 
Anne  de  Levis,  Sirou  for  Charles  de  Gontatit,  T'touan 
for  Claude  ds  la  Inmomlle,  Rohan  for  Henry  de  Rohan* 
and  Sulli  for  Maximillian  de  SetJmne,  marquis  of 
Rofni. 

His  majefty  was  of  a  moderate  ftature,  but  well  fet ;  of  an 
agreeable  and  majeftick  air,  and  a  lively  complexion  •  his 
nofewas  aquiline,  his  eyes /harp,  his  forehead  large,  and 
his  hair  brown ;  but  it  began  to  turn  gray,  when  he 
was  thirty  three  years  old,  which  happened,  as  he  ufed 
to  fay,  'Because  the  wind  of  his  adversities  load  early 
l>egiin  to  blow  upon  him.  Several  expreifions  of  this 
kind  are  afcribed  to  him,  and  he  would  even  take  a 
pleafure  in  making  ufe  of  them,  and  fbmetimes  prettily 
enough,  but  at  other  times  not  fo  happily. 

Several  monuments  were  creeled  to  him,  even  in 
foreign  countries,  and  his  equeftrian  flattie  in  brafs, 
which  ftands  now  in  the  midft  of  'Pont-Neitf  at  'Paris* 
was  made  by  order  of  the  grand  dukes  Ferdinand  and 
Cofmo  de  Medicis. 

He  died  in  the  fifty-eighth  year  of  his  age,  in  the 
thirty-eighth  of  his  reign  over  Navarre,  and  the  twenty- 
firft  after  his  acceffion  to  the  crown  of  France. 

He  had  no  children  by  his  firft  marriage  with  queen 
Margaret,  the  fifter  of  Henry  the  third.  He  had  three 
fons  by  his  fecond  wife  Mary  de  Medicis,  namely  king 
Lewis  XIII.  his  fucceflbr,  the  duke  of  Orleans.,  who 
lived  but  four  years,  and  Gaflon  John  Saftijl,  duke  of 
Anjoii,  afterwards  duke  of  Orlea?is,  who  lived  a  long 
time  after  him.  He  had  alfb  three  daughters  by  the 
fame  marriage ;  Elizabeth,  married  to  the  prince  of 
Spain,  who  "was  afterwards  king  <Philip  the  fourth; 
,  dutchefs  of  Savor,  by  her  marriage  with 
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j4.  1).  Viftor  Amedeiis  prince  of  piedmont ,   and  Henrietta, 
1610.     queen  of  England,  by  her  marriage  with  the  prince  of 
w-Vx_>  Wales,  who  was  afterwards  Charles  the  firft. 

He  had  alfo  feveral  natural  children.  Firft,  by  Ga- 
brielle  d'Etrees,  marchionefs  of  MmceAux,  and  then 
dutchefs  of  Beaufort,  he  had  C<efar  duke  of  Vendome^ 
Alexander  de  Vendome^  grand  prior  of  France,  and 
Catherine  Henrietta,  who  was  married  to  Charles  of 
Lorraine  duke  of  Elbetif. 

Secondly,  by  Henrietta  Batfac  d'Entragues,  mar- 
chionefs of  Verneuil,  he  had  Henry  of  Bourbon,  who 
was  nominated  to  the  bifhoprick  of  Metz^  and  made 
abbot  of  S.  Germain  des  <Prez>  and  of  Tyroo,  and  re- 
nouncing his  benefices,  afterwards  married,  and  took 
the  title  of  duke  of  Fernetiil.  He  had  alfo  Gabriette^ 
who  was  married  to  Bernard  de  Nogaret  duke  of  la 
Valette. 

Thirdly,  by  Jacqueline  of  Seuil  countefs  of  Moref, 
lie  had  Antony  of  Bottrbot?,  count  of  Moret,  who  was 
flain  in  the  next  reign  at  the  battle  of  Caftelnaudari,  as 
the  hiftorians  of  that  time  relate  5  but  they  are  con- 
tradi&ed  by  another,  who  wrote  fome  years  fince,  and 
tells  us,  that  this  prince  efcaped  from  the  defeat,  turn'd 
The  Life  of  hermit,  and  died  in  the  country  of  An]w  in  the  year 

HlrmiTT  l691'  witil  the  rePu.tation  °f  a  ^int-  .  This  author  re- 
M.  Grander?  ^ates  Several  conjectures  upon  this  fubjecl,  and  relies  a 
great  deal  upon  the  refemblance  of  this  hermit's  vifage 
with  king  Henry  the  fourth's.  'Tis  certain,  he  fays 
feveral  things  which  make  the  facl  appear  very  pro- 
bable. 

Henry  the  fourth  had,  laftly,  by  Charlotte  des  Effarts^ 
dame  de  Romorantin,  two  Slaughters  Jane  and  Mary 
Henrietta  of  Bourbon.  The  firft  was  abbefs  of  Font- 
and  the  fecond  abbefi  de  Chelles. 
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